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Roots and Wings 
 
I grew up in the Pfafftown Christian Church, just 
outside of Winston-Salem, North Carolina. I learned 
to sing out of the hymnbook used by my home 
church, the 1953 edition of the Christian Worship, A 
Hymnal, in green binding. It was a joint project 
between the Disciples of Christ and the American 
Baptists. In the preface to the original edition was 
this statement: “The committee met under the 
influence of epochal changes in thought and life 
caused by world-engulfing war and social 
revolution. Necessity was laid upon us to take heed 
of the demands of the hour, in and of the churches, 
and to conserve the timeless values out of the past, 
and anticipate the requirements of Christian faith in 
a new world...".  
 
They realized that church and culture are constantly 
changing, especially at the intersection where both 
meet: worship. To quote a preface from another 
hymnbook, Singing the Living Tradition from the 
Unitarian Universalist Association, “Religion is a 
present reality; it is also an inheritance…a living 
faith must have both roots and wings.”  Worship to 
be meaningful must be alive; not just a memorial 
service to the past, but an interaction of our 
present experiences with the Living God. Worship is 
where faith and action come together and create 
mission.   
 
Over the next two months the Richmond Road side 
of our sanctuary will be the site of new 
construction, as our aging stoop is replaced with a 
larger portico, ADA compliant ramp and thresholds, 
all in a style that blends in with our 1835 exterior. 
During construction we will be meeting in the New 

Fellowship Hall. Being in the fellowship hall will 
allow us to introduce some new ways of doing and 
being in worship. I encourage you to be open and 
flexible, to feel like you can come dressed more 
casually, and thus be uncluttered and open to the 
beckoning winds of the spirit. And when you leave 
on Sunday, I hope you will feel refreshed and 
recreated, ready to live as Christ’s disciples in ways 
that show God’s grace to others.  
 
I still like to sing some of the songs in that old 
green hymnal. But I also enjoy some of the new 
praise songs. Both are ways of praising God and 
giving thanks. Isn’t that all that matters? 
 
See you in Church! 

Blessings,  
~Pastor Richard 

 

Focus 
A lot of changes are in store for our faith 
community during the month of May 2016.  The 
replacement of the Sanctuary stoop necessitates a 
different location for worship and a different way of 
worshipping. Almost every activity of our church 
programs will be impacted by some level of change. 
 
While programs and activities will be impacted, my 
prayer is that our community will remain focused on 
the work of the Lord in our midst.  Our 
congregation is humble.  We know full well that the 
Lord is making each one of us, and our faith 
community as a whole, more than we could be on 
our own.  



 

Our Pastor has a servant’s heart.  His quest is about 
the Lord Jesus and others, not himself.  We must 
continue to follow his lead in living for Christ and 
others.  In the Garden of Eden, our Lord made a 
commitment to the Father in the words, 
“Nevertheless, not my will but thine be done.”  That 
is a prayer worth remembering. 
 
We need to continue to be passionate for people 
outside of any faith community and for local 
Christians of other faiths. The Lord’s life was not 
one lived in pursuit of self.  His was a life lived 
reaching out to others, especially those who know 
nothing about His grace and mercy. 
 
If anything is true of us, it is that we are deeply 
invested in the Kingdom of God.  Many in our 
congregation give unselfishly to our financial 
requirements and offerings.  Also, many quietly 
serve other Olive Branch members and friends and 
neighbors unbeknownst to anyone other than the 
Good Lord. 
 
Let the changes be on the physical, not the 
spiritual. 

Take Care, 
~Fred 

 
The next meeting will be at 2:00 PM on Tuesday, 
May 3rd at the Schmidt home. 

~Dick & Betty Barber 
 

CHRISTIAN WOMEN’S FELLOWSHIP 
 

Tuesday Circle met on April 12 at Interlude without 
me. Sorry I had to work. I really missed the 
meeting, food, friendship, and Elaine’s study. Elaine 
will be starting a new lesson in May, topic to be 
announced. It was decided to continue during the 
summer. There were 15 in attendance, and I know 
the food and lesson were worth being there. Our 
next meeting will be May 10, at Interlude, hope to 
see you there. 

~Donna Haulsee 

 
 
 

Since the construction on the Church has postponed 
the yard sale, I have a new fundraiser to do.  I will 
be explaining it in the upcoming weeks.  We will 
also be sharing some of our proceeds from this 

event.  I took the kids on a spring retreat at the 
end of April.  Each teen was to bring a topic or 
scripture to discuss.  We are doing team building 
and becoming a closer youth group.  Kay Ainsworth 
asked the teens to come to ODO in August.  Bryant 
is now driving, Lauren is right behind him with her 
learners permit, and Curtis is on the countdown for 
graduation. 
 

We are meeting May 1st (coming back from retreat), 
and May 15th.  We will not meet 5/29 (Memorial 
Day Weekend) 

~Abby Matschke 
 

CWF MONDAY CIRCLE WILL MEET AT 
7:00 PM BEGINNING ON MAY 16. We will not 
be using a study guide for the sessions from May 
until the end of the year. Instead we will discuss 
different topics. We will begin with a study of Paul's 
Missionary journeys. Other topics suggested are 
Forgiveness, Prayer, and Heaven. 
 

Heather Fletcher will be the guest speaker at the 
May 16th meeting of the Monday Circle. Heather, 
along with her husband Ted and daughter Hannah, 
plan to leave late summer or early fall to serve as 
missionaries to Thailand.  Any and all are welcome 
to come. 

~Carole Kerr 
 

 
Church Family:  Michael Ayers, Season Baker, 
Betty Barber, Jimmy Biggs, Duie Brantley, Connie 
Cason, David & Gertie Duke, Irma Gustafson 
Family, Lucy Hall, Linda Hutton, Ruby Jones, Gail & 
Bob Key, David Love, Naomi Marrow, Ryan 
Matschke, Paulette Moyce, Bob & June Phillips, 
Ellen Sullivan, Jim Thacker, Richard Thiel, Russell 
Waid, Sarah Waid, Ellen Waite, Brenda White, 
Robert Wilkins 

Family and Friends:  The professional and 
volunteer women and men who protect and defend 
us, All the folks involved at Farm Fresh on April 
17th, Scott Anderson (Vicki Anderson’s nephew), 
Mike & Betty Boley (Cleve Wright’s brother-in-law & 
sister), Baby Zadie Loretta Brown (friend of Carol & 
David Pitts), Dorothy Cross (friend of Andy 
Bradshaw & OBCC), Ron Crum (friend of Steve 
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Perger & Dave Willard), Miss Elliott (friend of Gene 
& Cheryl Johnson), Katharine Case Fournier Family 
(Susan’s mother), John Friend (brother of Emily 
Friend), Nicole Fuqua (Friend of Donald White), Roy 
Griffith (Nancy Griffith’s son), Joe Hamel (Stacey 
Mullins’ sister’s boyfriend), Rev. Richard Hedrick, Sr. 
Family (FCC Petersburg), Carl Henley (friend of 
Gene & Cheryl Johnson), Rev. Ron Hennis (Old Well 
CC pastor), Bill Iverson Family (Friend of Norm 
Hall), Corbin Kray (Kay Ainsworth’s great nephew), 
Matthew Minns (Russell & Sarah Waid’s grandson), 
Joe Mullins (Lucy Hall’s brother-in-law), Terrie Neil 
(friend of Michelle Wright), Joyce Perger (Mother of 
Steve Perger), Lisa Pipken (Sheila Yeatts’ sister), 
Bud Smith (son of Larry & Louise Smith), Shannon 
Starmer, C.R. Sullivan (Roy & Ellen Sullivan's son), 
Arnold VanDyke (friend of OBCC), Vivian VanHolten 
(friend of OBCC) 

 Our sincerest condolences and prayers go 
to the Gustafson family as we mourn the passing of 
our dear member and friend, Bob, who died late on 
Monday, April 25, 2016. 

 Thank you to everyone involved in 
the preparation and presentation of our Easter 
services. Many of our members were involved in 
the preparation. Sometimes it takes a village….. 

~Diana Love & the Worship Committee 
 

 Thank you all for the caring and 
support you gave me during my surgery and 
recuperation. The prayers, calls, cards, and food 
meant so much to us! 

~Gail Key 

 LOVE IS A REASON FOR GIVING 
Loving, Sharing, Giving, Caring….This is what the 
Lord meant Christians to be… 
God’s love was demonstrated in our Easter 
offering of $2,241.41. This shows God’s love is 
working through you. 

In His Name 
~Sheila Yeatts, Missions 

Children’s Church 
 

May  1  OPEN, OPEN 
May  8  OPEN, OPEN 
May 15  Emily Dill, OPEN 
May 22  OPEN, OPEN 
May 29  OPEN, OPEN 

 
 

May  1  Connie Cason 
May  8  OPEN---MOTHER’S DAY 
May 15  OPEN 
May 22  Susan Fournier 
May 29  Cris & Landa Simmons 

 
 

 
 

SCRIPTURE SELECTIONS  
 

The following scriptures will be used during the 
Sunday worship services this month.   
The underlined passages are the primary 
passages for Pastor Richard’s sermons. 
 

May  1 Mark 12:28-31; 1 Corinthians 13:1-3 

May  8 Mark 12:18-27; 1 Corinthians 13:4-7 

May 15 Acts 2:1-4; 1 Corinthians 13:8-12 

May 22 John 3:16-17; 1 Corinthians 13:13 

May 29 TBD 
 

 
SERVING THIS MONTH 

 

Elders 
 

May  1 Ralph Hutton, Andy Bradshaw 
May  8 Donna Perger, Judy Eley 
May 15 Fred Rothermel, Landa Simmons 
May 22 Ann Bradshaw, Andy Bradshaw 
May 29 Joyce Allen, Robbie Robertson 

 

Deacons 
 

May  1 Josh Fulgham, Edie Larkin, 
 Danny Pitts, Elna Pitts 
May  8 Hunter Gardner, Lewis Williams, 
 Will Hatcher, Jane Hatcher 
May 15 Andrew Pfister, Harold Barker, 
 Patty Barker, Lucy Hall 
May 22 Janet Neal, Abby Matschke, 
 Kevin Waid, Harold McKeel 

          May 29 Linda Garrett, Steve Garrett, 
 Maralyn Carr, Cindy Robertson 
 

Deaconess 
 

Barb Nicholson 
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01 Ruby Jones 
03 Connie Cason 
07 Ginny Hammack 
08 Donna Haulsee 
10 Michael Heslink 
12 Christina Jones 
13 Sarah Allred 
14 Susan Pruitt 
16 Duie Brantley 
17 Vicki Anderson 
20 Lauren Morse 
22 Evan Martin 
24 Elizabeth Poland 
24 Richard Thiel 
25 Kimberly Bartley 
27 Curtis Morse 
29 Randy Houchens  
 

                             
 

24 Dick & Betty Barber 
 

 

     DEACON HELPING PROJECT 
Deacons stand ready to provide assistance to 
members who could use  a little help…running an 
errand, driving to an appointment, help around the 
house.  Deacons serve…not just on Sundays. 
Contact any of the deacons for help you need. 

~Patty Barker 
 

              OUR DAY OUT 
 

Our next session will be on Wednesday, May 11th, 
from 10 AM – 2 PM in the New Fellowship Hall. 
 

~In God’s Service, Christy Jensen 
                         ~Kay Ainsworth, ODO Coordinator 

 CWF COOKBOOK TASTING PARTY RESET! 
If you remember, we had to cancel the Tasting 
Party in January when we had a beautiful 
snowstorm!! 
 
We have reset it for Saturday, May 14th from 2:00 
to 4:00 PM, in Andy’s Sunday School Room.  We 

have a wonderful variety of dishes straight out of 
our cookbook, made by the person who submitted 
the recipe.   
 

We invite you to come in and sample each dish. 
The entry fee is $5.00 a person (what a deal!), with 
all proceeds used for the kitchen upgrade.  We will 
also have cookbooks for sale, in case you need 
more ($15.00 each). 
 

Mark your calendars, come join us, and pray that 
we don’t have a spring snowstorm!! 

~Barb Schmidt 
 

SAVE THE DATES! Please consider giving 
some time to help and participate in Vacation Bible 
School from July 25-29, 2016. Ann Bradshaw is 
looking for volunteers to help prepare materials and 
volunteer during the VBS week. Contact her! 757-

566-1257  or  abradshaw456@gmail.com 
 

  SUMMER CAMPS 
A list of camps is posted on the Education Building 
bulletin board and is also available from the office 
(or the March newsletter). Check with Andrew to 
get answers to any questions. Early registration 
ends in May (THIS MONTH!). 

~Andrew Pfister, Youth Ministry 
 

REGIONAL ASSEMBLY COMING TO 
LYNCHBURG COLLEGE IN JUNE 
 

Crossing Barriers: Following Jesus Out of Our 
Comfort Zones is the theme of this year’s Assembly. 
This summer’s session begins with a pre-assembly 
workshop on June 2-3 and concludes a workshop 
on June 5. The sessions will “focus on being a 
missional church and a mission-oriented people 
through scripture study, worship, interest sessions, 
and a Mission Gathering,” says Regional Minister, G. 
Lee Parker in his invitation message. 
 
Important business includes the discussion of a 
regional restructure and decision. The Long Range 
Planning Task Force will present the new concept 
that has been operating alongside the current 
structure since December, 2015. 
 
Check out all the details online at www.ccinva.org. 
Registration is available online. A registration form, 
detailing all the sessions and costs is in this 
newsletter and is also available from the office. 



 

 COMFORT MINISTRY-NEW AT OBCC 
 

If you are living with grief, you've probably found 
there are not many people who understand the 
deep hurt you feel.  This can be a confusing time 
when you feel isolated and have many questions 
about things you've never faced before.  You need 
not go through the grieving process alone. 
 

OBCC has a new Comfort Ministry where you can be 
with people who understand how you feel and 
know the pain of your loss.  You'll gain valuable 
tools to help you as you continue on the journey of 
grief.  We will walk alongside you through one of 
life's most difficult experiences.   
 

Our first meeting is scheduled for Saturday, May 7, 
at 10:00 am in the Education Building Adult Sunday 
School classroom. You are welcome to join us to 
see if the group will be helpful to you at this point 
in your grief process.  Please contact Judy Eley with 
questions. 

~Judy Eley, Comfort Ministry Chair 
 

 CHOIR AND BELLS REHEARSALS STILL ON 
NEW DAY FOR MAY 
Note that Choir and Bells rehearsals for May will still 
be on Tuesdays at the same times 
(6:30PM & 7:15PM).  
 

HAND CHIME REHEARSALS RESUME AT A 
LATER DATE to be announced. Watch for a future 
announcement. Music reading is not a requirement: 
if you can count to 4 or even 6 and know your right 
hand from your left, you'll be a shoe-in. Come out 
and give it a spin (or a shake)! 

~Irma Gustafson 
 

RESIDENT POET IN CONTEST: Clay 
Harrison has entered his Relay for Life poem, We 
Are in This Fight Together, in the Daily Press Poetry 
Contest. Voting has begun and will continue until 
midnight on May 7th. Anyone 13 & older in the U.S. 
may vote (1 vote per e-mail address). Go to 
dailypress.com/poetry. Click on view poetry; find 
Clay’s poem; click on the voting box. Every vote 
counts! Tell a friend! 
 

 2015 ANNUAL CONTRIBUTION 
STATEMENTS are in the office. They will be 
shredded on May 9. 
 

 DID YOU KNOW? Disciples have an app!  
Check it out at disciples.org/app 

  

 Diana Love would like to start a praise 
choir. If you are interested, please call or e-
mail her. An organizational meeting will be 
scheduled once interest is known to discuss the 
goals and purposes of this group. 
 

 HOPE-PENTECOST OFFERING MAY 15 & 22 
Each year half of this offering is designated for the 
region and half is used by the HOPE partnership for 
Missional Transformation to support recruitment, 
assessment, training, and coaching of new church 
leaders.  Launching a new church is like sailing a 
boat into uncharted waters. There is a great deal of 
preparation in order to begin such a journey. The 
list is long. But with the Holy Spirit, the goal is met. 
 

Through the Holy Spirit, A Second Wind is 
energizing the Disciples New Church Movement, 
making it a vital force for shaping God’s word. The 
goal this year is for the Disciples to plant 934 new 
churches in the U.S. and Canada, sharing the 
Gospel with more than 61,000 individuals.  
 
Please join HOPE Partnership in praying for the 
Second Wind for God’s new churches and join the 
fleet of the new church movement with your special 
offering on May 15 and 22. Together, we can make 
a difference! 

~In His Name…Sheila Yeatts, Missions 

 STOOP PROJECT UPDATE: 
CONSTRUCTION WILL START SOON  
The project will last about 7-10 weeks (end of June, 
beginning of July). Services will be held in the New 
Fellowship Hall for the duration of the construction 
project….beginning May 1. Watch for updates. 
 

 FAMILY NIGHT CONTINUES 
These sessions continue on Wednesdays through 
May 18th.  
 

 These organizations have thanked the OBCC 
family for its generosity. They are using the donations 

received to further their important work: 

 Good News Jail Ministry 
Faith in Action 

Housing Partnerships, Inc. 
St. Olaf Catholic Church Food Pantry Ministry 

Hospice House & Support Care of Williamsburg 
 Olde Towne Medical & Dental Center 

 Greater Williamsburg Outreach Mission 



 

  

 

FUN FACTS 
If Pope Gregory XIII would not have established the 
Gregorian calendar, which most of the world now 
observes, in 1582, then every 128 years the vernal 
equinox would have come a full calendar day 
earlier, eventually putting Easter in midwinter.h 

The first spring flowers are typically lilacs, irises, 

lilies, tulips, daffodils, and dandelions.   

One long-term study found that, at least in the 
Colorado Rocky Mountain region, spring begins, on 
average, about three weeks earlier than it did in the 
1970s. 

The early Egyptians built the Great Sphinx so that it 
points directly toward the rising sun on the spring 

equinox 

The first day of spring marks the beginning of 
Nowruz (“The New Day”), which is the Persian New 
Year. The celebration lasts 13 days and is rooted in 
the 3,000-year-old tradition of Zoroastrianism. It is 
celebrated in Iran, the North Caucasus, Kurdish 
parts of Turkey and Northern Iraq, Afghanistan, 
Tajikistan, Turkmenistan, Uzbekistan, Kyrgyzstan, 
Kazakhstan, and other scattered populations in 

Central Asia 

According to Greek myth, the return of spring 
coincides with the return of Persephone, the 
daughter of Demeter, who is the goddess of plants 
and fertility. 

Groundhog Day has its roots in an ancient seasonal 
festival 
 

For the Japanese, the opening of the cherry 
blossom, Japan’s national flower, in March or April 
signals the start of spring. 

The term “spring fever” refers to both a psychological 
and physiological symptoms associated with the 
arrival of spring, including restlessness and 

daydreaming. While the exact cause is unclear, 
scientists believe that increased light, more 
exercise, and more bare skin influence hormone 
levels. 

During the spring, birds are more vocal as they sing 
to attract mates and warn away rivals. 

The word “season” is from the Latin sationem 
meaning “sowing” or “seed time.”i 

A “spring tide” has nothing to do with the season of 
spring. Rather, it connotes a “springing forth.” 
Spring tides happen twice each lunar month all year 
long, regardless of the season. 

Every year on the first day of spring, people in 
Poland gather to burn an effigy and throw it in the 

river to bid winter farewell. 

While some people prefer not to feed birds in spring 
and summer, during the spring migration, a feeder 
might be a useful source of food for traveling birds. 

While the term “spring” is useful to describe one of 
the four conventional temperate seasons, in 
subtropical and tropical climates, other terms are 
used to describe varying seasonal changes, such as 
dry or wet and monsoonal or cyclonic. 

Honeybees are more likely to swarm during the 
spring. They swarm as a way to start new colonies 
from successful ones. Surprisingly, swarming 
honeybees are very docile and the most friendly 
they will ever be all year. 

The U.S. spring season is culturally interpreted to 
be the day after President’s Day, which is the 
Tuesday after the third Monday in February, and 
ending on the Friday before Memorial weekend. 
  

http://facts.randomhistory.com/interesting-facts-about-iraq.html


 

  

 
  



 

 
  



The Olive Branch 

9 

 

 
 

Do you find it easy to believe what someone tells you, even if what they tell you seems 

impossible? Sometimes we must see something before we believe it, don't we? 
 

On the evening of the first Sunday after Jesus had been crucified, his disciples were together 
in a locked room.  They were afraid that those who had crucified Jesus would also want to 

put them to death.   
 

Suddenly, Jesus appeared there in the locked room with the disciples.  It was  
hard to believe, but they saw him and Jesus showed them his wounds in his hands and his 

side, so they knew it was him. 
 

One of the disciples, whose name was Thomas, was not with the others when Jesus came to 
them.  When they told Thomas that they had seen Jesus, he did not believe them.  He had 
seen him crucified and buried; how could he be alive?  Thomas said, "Unless I see the wound 

in his side and put my finger in the holes where the nails were in his hands, I will not believe 
it!" 

 
A week later, the disciples were in the locked room again and this time Thomas was with 

them. Again, Jesus came and stood among the disciples. Jesus, said to Thomas, "Put your 
finger here; see my hands.  Reach out your hand and put it into my side.  Stop doubting and 

believe." 
 

Thomas fell on his knees and answered Jesus, "My Lord and my God!" 
Jesus said to him, "Because you have seen me, you have believed; blessed are those who 

have not seen and yet have believed. 
 

"You and I have never seen Jesus with our own eyes.  The question is, will we be a doubter, 
or will we be one of those who Jesus said were blessed because they believe, even though 

they have not seen?  We, like Thomas, sometimes have to see to believe.  
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