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Living in Community 
 

In the winter, 2015 issue of The Disciples Advocate, 
Rev. Ron Degges made a statement I would like to 
share as a springboard for this month’s focus. He 
wrote of the importance of Christians living together 
in community: “forming community, living in 
community, serving community, critiquing 
community, and renewing/transforming broken 
community. Community does not just 
happen…Community must be nurtured and cared 
for so that it is ever responding to the needs of the 
many and to the needs of the one. No one remains 
outside the boundaries of true community for it 
encompasses everyone and the whole of creation.” 
 
March this year brings with it Holy Week, leading up 
to the most holy day of the Christian Calendar, 
Easter Sunday. During Holy Week we will come 
together to observe Maundy Thursday, which is a 
very important day to Disciples, as it is the 
inauguration of the meal we observe every Sunday, 
the meal we share in remembrance of our Lord. On 
that night long ago Jesus and his disciples were 
observing the Passover Meal, a meal that is still 
observed today by Jewish people throughout the 
world. And no matter if they are of the Orthodox, 
Reform, or Conservative branches of Judaism, on 
that night they sit down, knowing that millions of 
other fellow Jews, all over the world, are eating the 
same things, saying the same words, sharing the 
same story, of how the Angel of Death passed over 
their homes in Egypt, and how God had called them 
out of slavery to be His special people. On that 
Passover night they are reminded that they are a  
 

 
 
 

community, linked to each other by a common 
experience, by a common call. 
 
We often talk about the Olive Branch Community, 
and how that sense of community is lived out in our 
relationships with each other. We pray for each 
other, care for each other, support and encourage 
each other. We come together for fellowship, we 
come together for worship. We know that part of 
our calling is to be a welcoming community, where 
hospitality is extended to all. At the center of our 
sense of community is the Lord’s Supper, where we 
remember the story of what God through Jesus has 
done, for us and for all. When we come together 
around the table, we know that millions of other 
Christians are also coming together, telling the 
same story, breaking bread and sharing the cup. 
 
Let this month of March be a time of connecting 
once more with your faith community. Become part 
of a story that has survived for centuries, as the 
good news of Christ is shared through word and 
symbol. And in the process, connecting once more 
vertically with God, and horizontally with your 
brothers and sisters in faith. In other words, 
creating community. 
 

Blessings,  
~Pastor Richard 

 

 
 



 

 
 

 
 

THE MEANING OF LENT TO ME THIS YEAR 
 
In 2 Kings 5, we are told about Naaman, 
Commander in Chief of a powerful army, who 
suffered from leprosy. Disease, like death, is a 
leveler. It cuts us all down to one size, totally 
dependent upon the God of the living and the dead. 
The point of this story is not just about a leper 
being restored. It is about the inclusivity of God’s 
saving activity.  There were several people involved. 
 
God initiated Naaman’s restoration in the midst of 
his leprosy.  A captive slave in his household gave a 
word of hope to Naaman’s wife.  She passed this 
word on to her husband and probably nagged him 
into seeking out the prophet Elisha.  Restoration 
came through the words of a prophet, but they 
were conveyed to Naaman by a messenger.  God 
restored Naaman not so much by a dramatic 
performance of a human healer, but through simple 
acts of obedience.  Restoration comes in a 
mysterious way when one submits to God’s script 
and not our own. 
 
Naaman’s theology initially was simplistic; his notion 
of God’s presence was inadequate; his allegiance to 
God was not without distractions.  However, he was 
not condemned for these things by God’s prophet 
or by the God of his restoration.  Instead, he 
returned to his home with a benediction from God 
spoken through the prophet, Elisha, “Go in peace.”  
 
We all, at times, experience a sense of disconnect, 
of rejection, and of aloneness. Each of us 
experiences times when we feel ashamed or 
unclean, perhaps even, that we are being punished 
by God. We don’t necessarily have outward signs of 
it, such as skin diseases, but we carry around open 
wounds in our souls: old hurts; private fears; 
anxiety; anger; loneliness. These are leprous 
tumors that disfigure the whole of our life. 
  
The Lord, our God wants to restore us, even when 
our faith is simplistic; our notion of God’s presence 
is inadequate; our allegiance to God is not without 
distractions.  And, we, like Naaman, are not 
condemned for such human frailties. 
 

For, the Lord begins our restoration while the open 
wounds in our soul are bleeding. The Lord conveys 
his restoration through many messengers, including 
you and me.  It is in the simple acts of obedience 
that the Lord brings about wholeness. 
 
This is what the season of Lent is all about-
simple acts of obedience.  God’s script can 
include each of us at Olive Branch as messengers of 
a word of hope in His name.  With simple acts of 
obedience, we can convey the Lord’s benediction to 
one another and to those we know in our 
community and in world that are in need of 
restoration.     

Go in peace, 
~Fred 

 

 
The next meeting will be at 2:00 PM on Tuesday, 
March 1, at the Virginia Dare Waltrip home. 

~Dick & Betty Barber 
 
 

CHRISTIAN WOMEN’S FELLOWSHIP 
 

 CWF Tuesday Morning Circle 
The Tuesday Morning Circle met February 9th at 
Interlude with fifteen attending of which I was sorry I was 
unable to attend. Elaine reported our lesson is still in 
Mathew but is nearing the end. 
 

The next meeting will be March 8 at 11:45. Come join us 
for an interesting lesson food and fellowship. 

 ~Donna Haulsee 
 

CWF MONDAY CIRCLE 
FEBRUARY SESSION DELAYED  

SERIES WILL CONTINUE 
These monthly sessions will continue on Mondays at 
3:00 PM in Andy's classroom. This is a new time 
for the winter months (through March, 2016). The 
Circle will continue with its study of New Testament 
Characters: 

[Jan. 18: Lesson 8 ~ Priscilla & Aquila- 

Practicing Hospitality-Acts 18 & Romans 16:3-5] 

March 21:  Lesson 9 ~ Governor Felix-Waiting 

on God -Acts 24 

April 18: Lesson 10 ~ Philemon-Bridging 

Barriers to Brotherhood- Philemon 
~Carole Kerr 

 

 



 

 
 

Church Family:  Betty Barber, Duie Brantley, 
David & Gertie Duke, Linda Hutton, Ruby Jones, 
Gail & Bob Key, David Love, Naomi Marrow, 
Paulette Moyce, Russell Waid, Sarah Waid, Robert 
Wilkins 
 

Family and Friends:  The professional and 
volunteer women and men who protect and defend 
us, Mike & Betty Boley (Cleve Wright’s brother-in-
law & sister), Baby Zadie Loretta Brown (friend of 
Carol & David Pitts), Ron Crumm (friend of Steve 
Perger), Katharine Case Fournier & Family (Susan’s 
mother), Reba Ford (Doug Dill’s sister), John Friend 
(brother of Emily Friend), Roy Griffith (Nancy 
Griffith’s son), Rev. Ron Hennis (Old Well CC 
pastor), Joyce Perger (Mother of Steve Perger), 
Vivian VanHolten (friend of OBCC) 

NOTE: To add or remove a name from the prayer list, 
please contact the church office, 566-8077. 

 

 
 

March 6 Marney Brickhouse 
March 13 Naomi & Karen Marrow 
March 20 Easter Lilies 
March 27 Easter Lilies 

 
 

 
 

SCRIPTURE SELECTIONS  
 

The following scriptures will be used during the 
Sunday worship services in June.   
The underlined passages are the primary 
passages for Pastor Richard’s sermons. 
 

March 6    Psalm 89:1-4; Mark 12:28-44 
March 13  Psalm 102:12-17; Mark 13:1-8; 24-37 

March 20  Psalm 118:14-27; Mark 11:1-11 
March 27  Isaiah 65:17-25; Mark 16:1-8 

 
SERVING  IN  MARCH 

 

Elders 
 

March 6 Fred Rothermel, Robbie Robertson 

March 13 Bob Key, Gail Key 

March 20 Ralph Hutton, Jim Thacker 

March 27 Donna Perger, Judy Eley 
 

Deacons 
 

March 6 Linda Garrett, Steve, Garrett, 
  Maralyn Carr, Cindy Robertson 

March 13 Kyle Rutherford, Phillip Day, 
  Will Hatcher, Jane Hatcher 

March 20 Abby Matschke, Edie Larkin, 
  Danny Pitts, Elna Pitts 

March 27 Hunter Gardner, Lewis Williams, 
  Dave Love, Diana Love 
 

Deaconess 
 

Patty Barker 
 

Children’s Church 
 

March 6 Ann Bradshaw 
March 13 Ann Bradshaw 
March 20 Kay Ainsworth 
March 27 Kay Ainsworth 
 
 

                  
01 Patty Barker 
04 Tony Griffin 
10 Linda Garrett 
12 Marlies Brantley 
16 Jane Hatcher 
16 Carol Pitts 
22 Emily Dill 
22 Tammy Rutherford  
25 Greg Hammack 
27 Lewis Williams  
31 Richard Griffin 

 Skip Jensen 

                             
        23 Bob & Irma Gustafson 
        31 Clay & Shirley Harrison 
 

http://www.churchart.com/subscriber/viewimages.aspx?keywords=prayers&entry_date=1/1/0001&image_type=,cl,ca,ph,ea,pp,bc#no
http://www.churchart.com/Subscriber/ViewImages.aspx?keywords=altar flowers&entry_date=1/1/0001&image_type=,cl,ca,ph,pp,bc&topic_id=&image_source_id=&page=2#no


 

     DEACON HELPING PROJECT 
Deacons stand ready to provide assistance to 
members who could use  a little help…running an 
errand, driving to an appointment, help around the 
house.  Deacons serve…not just on Sundays. 
Contact any of the deacons for help you need. 

~Patty Barker 
 

 PRAYER VIGIL     
 
It is a custom and Christian tradition to keep vigil 
with Jesus at different times and in different ways 
during Holy Week. One of the places from which we 
draw this custom is Jesus’ request to his disciples to 
keep watch while he prayed and agonized in the 
Garden of Gethsemane. Of course, they were 
unable to fulfill Jesus’ request because they kept 
falling asleep; however, even though they struggled 
to stay awake to the pain of Jesus’ agony, the 
invitation was there for them, as it is for us today. 
 
As a part of our Holy Week observances we are 
inviting you to heighten your spiritual connection to 
God and Jesus by participating in the upcoming 
Prayer Vigil at Olive Branch which begins at 8:00 
pm on Maundy Thursday and concludes at 7:00 pm 
on Good Friday in our sanctuary.  
 
A sign-up sheet will be available with 30 minute 
segments however we encourage you to sign up for 
an hour. This allows individuals or couples the 
opportunity to come and quietly be in prayer with 
Jesus during his last hours.  If you are unable to 
come to the church you can still participate by 
signing up and praying from your home.  
 
It is our hope that you will prayerfully consider 
setting aside a time to come, sit, watch, & wait with 
the Lord as we go from the garden to the cross.  
 
The question Jesus asked his disciples, we are now 
asking of you: Could you not keep watch with Jesus 
for one hour? 

~Kim Riffle & Your Worship Team 

 
We had a very successful Chili Cook Off.  We had 
15 different chilies to taste.  As I walked around 
asking people about which ones were their favorites 

I heard more people say that they were all good. So 
competition was tough this year.  We ended up 
with a tied for the golden ladle Joann Mitchell, and 
Mike Hall both ended up with $135.00!!! How 
exciting it is to have two new constants win this 
year!!  We raised $1,185.00 for our youth group. 
 The proceeds help with our mission trip to Logan 
West Virginia, going to Winter Jam and a retreat.  I 
also want to thank all those that helped set up and 
clean up.  We went to Winter Jam on Feb 28th, a 
Christian music concert.  We meet March 6 & 20th.   
 

 
Winners: Joann Mitchell & Mike Hall 

 

~Abby Matschke 
 

              OUR DAY OUT 
The next Our Day Out will be on Wednesday, March 
9th, when we will celebrate St. Patrick’s Day with a 
wee bit of wearing o’ the green and looking for 
Leprechauns. Join us for fun, food, faith, and 
fellowship from 10 Am – 2 PM in the New 
Fellowship Hall. 
 
                         ~Kay Ainsworth, ODO Coordinator 

 

 

HAND CHIME REHEARSALS RESUME 
after the Easter season. Music reading is not a 
requirement: if you can count to 4 or even 6 and 
know your right hand from your left, you'll be a 
shoe-in. Come out and give it a spin (or a shake)! 

~Irma Gustafson 
 

 COOKBOOKS FOR SALE! 
Food For Fellowship, the OBCC cookbook, is still 
available. The price is $15.00.  
 

 2015 ANNUAL CONTRIBUTION 
STATEMENTS for you are still in the Narthex. 

x-apple-data-detectors://embedded-result/699
x-apple-data-detectors://embedded-result/699
x-apple-data-detectors://embedded-result/743


 

 

NOTE: Family Night sessions will resume 
again after Easter. Mark your calendars for 
Wednesdays, from April 6 to May 11. These 
gatherings start at 6:30. 
 

SAVE THE DATES! Vacation Bible School will 
be here before you know it. Set aside some time to 
help and participate from July 25-29, 2016. Ann 
Bradshaw is looking for volunteers to help prepare 
materials and volunteer during the VBS week. 
Contact her! 757-566-1257  or  abradshaw456@gmail.com 
  ~Will & Jane Hatcher 
 

 JUDAS BAGS OFFERED ON MARCH 6 
As part of our Lenten journey, set aside some 
special time for reflection and repentance.  Spend 
time daily in special prayer.  Turn the Cost of 
Betrayal (30 Pieces of Silver) into an Offering of 
Love.  Use the Judas Bag, available beginning on 
March 6 in the narthex, to make a special offering 
each day from now till Easter. Reflect on your 
desire to follow Christ.  Make your offering one of 
sacrifice, since that is what Christ did for us!  As 
you collect your 30 Pieces of Silver daily, include 
with it your commitment to receive the resurrection 
life that is offered. 
 
On Easter Sunday, as we join together to celebrate 
the eternal victory, bring your Judas Bag to place 
on the cross that stands in the front yard of the 
church. Make it a dedicated act where you 
approach the Cross with your Offering of Love and 
place it where your sins were crucified. 
 
The World Outreach Ministry has designated this 
special offering to be received in place of our 
regular Easter offering to support the General 
Ministries of the Christian Church (Disciples of 
Christ). Please give generously--presenting not only 
an offering, but a gift that reflects the turning of 
your sin into service, your betrayal into love.  Bring 
your special gift to the Cross on Easter morning. 
   ~Sheila Yeatts, Missions 
 

  SUMMER CAMPS 
 

Camp and Conference programs offer unique 
opportunities for youth and adults to grow in their 
relationship to God in an atmosphere of caring and 

fellowship with other believers. There are a variety 
of Camps available this year to all age groups, from 
preschool to senior adult.   
 
The Christian Church (Disciples of Christ) has long 
held fantastic programs at our Virginia Region 
Campground at Craig Springs in New Castle, 
Virginia. There are also camps available through the 
Capital Area Region at Camp Mary-Mac 
(Sharpsburg, Maryland) and the Bethany Beach 
Conference Center (Bethany Beach, Delaware). All 
three camps are around a 4-hour drive from 
Williamsburg. A listing of these camps is posted in 
the narthex, on the Education Building Bulletin 
Board and found in this newsletter. 
 
Not listed are a handful of different special needs 
camps that offer programs to fit a variety of needs.  
I have registration packets and further information 
about all these camps, and can work with you to 
find a different local camp if you prefer. If funding 
is an issue, there is money in the budget to assist in 
sending youth to camp. See me for more details. 

 
~Andrew Pfister, Youth Ministry 

 

 BLESSING BOXES COMING APRIL 3 
On Sunday, April 3, blessing boxes will be 
distributed. This tradition began as a CWF/DW 
project to raise money for missions. The project has 
continued through the years to not only be a means 
of fundraising, but, more importantly, a time of 
personal thanks to God for His daily blessings. If we 
each set aside a few minutes every day to reflect on 
our gifts from God, thanking him for those gifts, 
then dropping a few coins in the blessing box will 
help others around the world. Boxes will be 
available at both services on April 3. They will be 
collected and dedicated later in the year. All monies 
collected will support our missionaries. 

~Kay Ainsworth,  
Christian Women’s Fellowship/Disciple Women 

 

 
  



 

 

SUMMER CAMPS SUMMARY 
Discovery (Preschool) 

   
Discovery Retreat May 20-22 Mary-Mac A: $50; 6-12: $10 

*This Camp is only open for families to attend with their preschoolers* 

    

Pioneer (Completed Grades K-2) 
  

Pioneer Camp June 24-26 Mary-Mac $90  

*Parents are Welcome, but not required to attend* 
 

    

New Covenant (Completed Grades 1-5) 
  

New Covenant July 24-29 Craig Springs $375  

    

Triple (Completed Grades 3-12) 
  

First Triple July 10-15 Craig Springs $375  

Second Triple July 17-22 Craig Springs $375  
    

Junior Youth Fellowship (Completed Grades 3-5) 
 

Junior Camp July 17-23 Mary-Mac $220  
    

Chi-Rho (Completed Grades 6-8) 
  

Chi-Rho 1 July 10-16 Mary-Mac $220  

Chi-Rho 2 July 31-Aug 6 Mary-Mac $220  
    

Christian Youth Fellowship (Completed Grades 7-11) 
 

CYF Conf. 1 July 10-16 Bethany Beach $315  

CYF Conf. 2 July 31-Aug 6 Bethany Beach $315  

    

Young Adults (at least 1 year post High School thru age 30) 
 

Young Adult Conf. June 16-19 Bethany Beach $185  

YAC Retreat Oct 28-30 Bethany Beach $130  
    

Family 
   

Family Retreat July 29-Aug 1 Craig Springs A: $75; 5-18: $50 

Family Camp 1 July 3-9 Bethany Beach 
A: $265; 6-12: $185; 3-5: 
$90 

Family Camp 2 Aug 7-13 Bethany Beach 
A: $265; 6-12: $185; 3-5: 
$90 

    

Senior Adult 
   

Senior Spring Retreat May 15-18 Bethany Beach $200  

Senior Fall Retreat Sept 6-9 Bethany Beach $200  

    
Craig Springs is located in New Castle, Virginia, about 4 1/2 hour drive from Williamsburg 

Camp Mary-Mac (operated by Disciples Capital Area) is located in Sharpsburg, Maryland, about 4 
hour drive from Williamsburg 

Bethany Beach Conference Center (operated by Disciples Capital Area) is located in Bethany 
Beach, Delaware, about 4 hour drive from Williamsburg (most facilities ADA compliant) 

 



 

 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 

March 2 6:30 PM 
New Zion Baptist Church 
3991 Longhill Road, Williamsburg 
757-258-0491              Rev. Robert Whitehead, Sr. 
Speaker: Rev. Alex Creager 
Stone House Presbyterian Church 
Offering Benefits: Williamsburg Hospice House 
 
 
March 6 
Judas Bag Distribution  
(find an envelope in a basket  in the Narthex) 
 
 
March 9   HERE AT OBCC 6:30 PM 
Olive Branch Christian Church 
7643 Richmond Road, Williamsburg 
757-566-8077              Rev. Richard Cline 
Speaker: Rev. Robert Whitehead, Sr. 
New Zion Baptist Church 
Offering Benefits: Child Development Resources 
 
 
March 16 6:30 PM 
Mt. Vernon United Methodist Church 
7801 Church Lane, Toano 
757-566-0162             Rev. Ann Tang 
Speaker: Rev. David Lehman 
Williamsburg Mennonite Church 
Offering Benefits: From His Hands 
 
 
 

 

HOLY WEEK 
 
 
March 20             OBCC Palm Sunday 

Service: 8:30 AM 
Sunday School: 9:45 AM 
Service: 11:00 AM 

 
March 23 6:30 PM 
Stone House Presbyterian Church 
9401 Fieldstone Parkway, Toano 
757-565-1130              Rev. Alex Creager 
Speaker: Rev. Henry McQueen 
Hickory Neck Episcopal Church 
Offering Benefits: Proclaiming Grace Outreach 
 
March 24              OBCC Maundy Thursday 
  Service 7:00 PM 
  Prayer vigil begins at 8:00 PM 
 
March 25     Good Friday 
  Prayer Vigil ends at 7:00 PM 

Service 7:00 PM 
 
March 27        OBCC Easter Sunday 
 

Sunrise Service: 6:30 AM 
Breakfast to follow 
Service: 8:30 AM 
Dominion Village: 9:30 AM 
Sunday School: 9:45 AM 
Service: 11:00 AM 

Hang Judas Bags on the cross or  
put into collection plate  



 

  



 

 
 

 
 

Stare at the four dots in the center of this picture for about thirty seconds. Then, close your eyes and wait for 
an image to appear. What did you see? Did you see an image of Jesus? Some people see the image of Jesus 
and some don't. It is just like it is in real life. Some people don’t see Jesus because they are looking for Him in 
the wrong places. 
 
That is what happened in our Bible story today. Early on Sunday morning, while it was still dark, Mary 
Magdalene went to the tomb where Jesus had been buried. She found that the stone had been rolled away 
from the entrance. She ran and found Simon Peter and another disciple, whose name was John. She told them, 
"They have taken the Lord’s body out of the tomb, and I don’t know where they have put him!" 
 
Peter and John started out for the tomb. They were both running, but John outran Peter and reached the tomb 
first. He stooped and looked in and saw the linen wrappings lying there, but he didn’t go in. Then Simon Peter 
arrived and went inside. He also noticed the linen wrappings, while the cloth that had covered Jesus’ head was 
folded up and lying apart from the other wrappings. Then the disciple who had reached the tomb first also 
went in, and he saw and believed -- for until then they still hadn’t understood the Scriptures that said Jesus 
must rise from the dead. Then they went home. 
 
Mary stayed behind and stood outside the tomb weeping. As she knelt down and looked inside, she saw two 
angels dressed in white. They asked her why she was crying. She told them that someone had taken her 
master and she didn't know where they had taken him. Then, Mary turned and saw a man standing behind her. 
It was Jesus, but Mary did not recognize Him. She thought he was the gardener. Then Jesus called her by 
name and, when she heard his voice, she recognized Him. After she saw that it was Jesus, she went to the 
disciples and said to them, "I’ve just seen Jesus! He is alive!" 
 
Some people, like Mary, Peter, and John can’t see Jesus because they are looking for Him in a grave or on a 
cross. He isn’t there! He is risen and is seated at the right hand of His Father in heaven. If you want to see 
Jesus, look in His Word, He will reveal Himself to you, just as He did to Mary! 
 
  



 

 
THE ASCENSION  
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