
The Olive Branch 

1 

 

         

          DECEMBER  2015           
 

              Olive Branch Christian Church 
                  (Disciples of Christ) 

Richard D. Cline, minister 

Susan C. Fournier, secretary                                          Web Address:  www.ob-cc.org 

757-566-8077 (Church Office)                  Office Email Address:  obcc1833@gmail.com 
               Office Hours: Monday-Friday  8:30AM – 1:30PM 
 

 

 
 

 

WELCOME NEW MEMBER! 
 

Cathy Morecock joined the Church family on 
November 15, 2015. Welcome! 
 

GIVING THANKS 
I must admit to being somewhat conflicted as I 
write this month’s musings. The Thanksgiving 
turkey is thawing in the refrigerator in preparation 
for Thanksgiving--just a few days ahead, and across 
the way in the sanctuary Sheila and all her helpers 
are fluffing the garland, making bows, putting up 
wreaths, and setting up the Chrismon Tree. These 
new decorations join the beautiful Christmas 
Banners already adorning our sanctuary walls. I 
think I am stuck in the middle, between gobbling 
and caroling, in something resembling ChristGiving. 
 
I know it is probably not a real word. But as you 
well know, being from North Carolina allows me to 
make up words that suit the occasion. Thanksgiving 
is a day to give thanks to God for all of the 
blessings that have been received during the past 
year. Christmas is a day to give thanks to God, who 
loved the world so much that He sent His only 
begotten Son, Jesus, to redeem and save us. So, 
what about a day of ChristGiving, a day to give to 
others out of the blessings we have received and 
enjoy, especially the blessing of Jesus?  
 
I know that I have been richly and deeply blessed 
by God. I have been blessed with family. I have 
been blessed with being part of the Olive Branch 
family. I have the incredible privilege of serving as 
the pastor of a church filled with love, patience, and 
kindness. You have invited me to share in your 

lives, in the good and the bad. It is a privilege I do 
not take lightly. Here, in this place, we pray for 
each other; we encourage each other; and we 
really like to be with each other! We know that we 
have been blessed, and that somehow God has 
brought us together to mold us into a community 
for a purpose. We are here to witness to the 
incredible power love has to transform lives.  
 
From this foundation let us work to include others 
in our family. Let each of us tell the good news 
about Jesus, our Lord. Let us make room for 
everyone around the table. Invite someone to be 
part of God’s family. Share with others out of the 
abundance of our blessings.  Be as Christ, giving to 
those who are most in need. And let our 
ChristGiving be practiced always, not just for a day 
out of the year. Let it be the pattern that we follow 
throughout our lives. 

Blessings     ~Pastor Richard 
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Annual Congregational Meeting 

And a Word about Christmas 
 

 Our Day Out is actively providing respite 
for care givers of those who have illnesses 
or disabilities which confine them to their 
homes.   

 A Christmas meal will be provided for 
individuals in the community who might 
otherwise not have such a meal.  The meal 
will be served between the 5:30 and 7:00 
P.M. Christmas Eve services.   

 A clothing closet for needy children is 
offering nice, warm clothing to children in 
need. 

 The congregation approved a 2016 budget 
of $293,450.43.  This is an increase of 4% 
over 2015. 

 The stoop in front of the Worship Center 
will be replaced.  Stand by for a special, 
called business meeting as soon as the 
Board has a recommended action to 
present to the Church.   

 The Facilities Improvement Committee 
asked Guernsey/Tingle to produce more 
feasible concept proposals for improving 
the facilities inside the Worship Center. 

 The Memorial Trust Fund provided 
$2,445.00 in support of our missions 
outreach & programs addressing hunger. 

 The Nominating Committee completed 
their work 2 weeks before the Annual 
Congregational meeting, a large 
undertaking accomplished in a prayerful, 
effective way.  

 

The choir will sing the cantata, Mary, Did You 
Know, as a part of our Christmas celebration this 
year.  Although Mary did not fully understand what 
God had in mind for her, she still responded, “Here 
am I, the servant of the Lord.” 
 

She wasn’t the first to say these words. She stands 
in a long line of people that were obedient enough 
to say yes to God’s pull of the soul.  
 

You and I can also join that long line who answered 
yes to what God asks them to do.  “Here am I, the 
servant of the Lord,” can be our answer too.  Even 
though we may never have thought about what 
God is asking of us, that doesn’t mean that God 
hasn’t been preparing us to do it. Or, that God 

doesn’t need us, us in particular, to do it.  That 
response to God should be our Christmas gift to 
God.  “For God so loved the world that he gave…” 
 

Merry Christmas, 
~Fred 

  UPDATES FROM THE 
PROGRAM PLANNING TEAM ADVOCATES 
 

Christmas is a time of joyous celebration with loved 
ones, friends, our church family, and even those we 
meet and greet in the stores or on the streets.  Our 
hearts seem to be filled with love enough to be 
shared with everyone! The holiday evokes many 
happy memories of Christmases past, but with that 
some sadness comes as we remember those we 
loved who are no longer with us. We lost a brother 
right at Christmas time one year and we thought 
the holiday would never hold joy for us again.  
Thankfully, time soothes the sharp, piercing pain of 
new loss and we moved on to feelings of pure joy 
once again. However, the memory of that loved one 
will linger with us as long as we draw breath. 
 

I wonder if Mary, the loving mother of Jesus, and 
his family of beloved friends and disciples did not 
have those same emotional highs and lows that we 
endure. I feel sure they did, because happiness, 
grief and loneliness are human conditions shared by 
all of mankind. Mary remembered the great joy she 
felt at the birth of her son Jesus on that wondrous 
night not so many years before. Scripture says, 
"She pondered them in her heart."  She was with 
Him as he spoke of his impending death. I'm sure 
she dreaded the thought of that, just as a mother 
does today when she tends to a terminally ill child. 
But Mary endured it, because she knew that all this 
was the plan of the one true God who spoke to her 
prior to his inception, when she was just a young 
girl, really.   
 

She trusted Him when He told her she would be 
with child, even though she had no idea how that 
would happen as she was not yet married. God 
worked all that out with only obedience on her part. 
She must have trusted Him to work out the death 
of her son as well. And Jesus assured her and his 
friends that he was going back to his Father and 
would prepare a place for them to come to later on. 
He even went so far as to tell them that He would 
come again & receive them unto himself. They 
believed him. We must believe him too. 
 

So, as we celebrate the joyous birth of our Lord 
Jesus this Christmas season, let us ponder in our 
hearts all that Jesus promised us as well; that He 
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would never leave or forsake us in our hurts, our 
struggles, or our times of fear and great 
disappointments. That babe in a manger, that great 
teacher of the disciples, that dying Christ on the 
cross, and finally, that living resurrected Savior are 
all part of our heavenly Father's wondrous plan for 
those in ages past, for us who live and to those 
who are yet to be. We're all part of that miracle of 
miracles as God had us in mind even then. That is 
the very best gift you can share with anyone and 
everyone this season we call CHRISTmas. 
 

Remembering the undying love of Jesus, 
~Louise Smith, PPT Evangelism Advocate 

 
 

 
At our last meeting, we played Bible Pictionary. I 
don't need to tell you how much fun we had.  I 
hope everyone was able to have a good 
Thanksgiving.  Take time to reflect on the things 
you have been thankful for over the past year. 
 Don't get so busy during this Holiday Season that 
you forget to be in the moment.  Put the phone 
down, take time to look and listen to what’s going 
on.  Be a part of the conversation.  Enjoy the magic 
of the season.  We will meet Dec 13 & 27.   
 

~Abby Matschke 
 

 
The next meeting will be at 2:00 PM on Tuesday, 
December 1, at the Barber home. 
 

~Dick & Betty Barber 
 

  CWF NEWS 
What a wonderful day we had for our annual 
Fashion Show/Luncheon!  The weather was 
beautiful (thank you, God).  The food was delicious 
(thank you, OBCC ladies).  The fashions were 
fabulous (thank you, Christopher Banks).  The 
Country Store and Baked goods sales were a huge 
success (thanks to all the creative ladies and cooks 
at OBCC). 
 

The beautiful quilt now adorns one of Elaine Henk's 
beds, and Eddie Larkin is wrapping the lovely 
afghan around her…especially now that it is a little 
chilly.  As our only fund raiser, we appreciate the 
generosity of all who attended and those who gave 
of their time and talents to make it a success.  We 

will continue to be able to spread Christian love, 
services, and donations to those in need in our 
community, country, and abroad. It is with heart- 
felt thanks that I say thank you to one and all. 
 

Remember that our CWF Christmas dinner is 
Monday December 7th at 6:30 in the New 
Fellowship Hall.  Friends and family are welcome, 
and we ask that you bring a dish to share.  Prayer 
sisters: this is your last chance to give your partner 
something special. 
 

If you know of a family, friend, or person in need, 
please contact me (757-880-2545 or 
cbrickhouse6@cox.net). Information will be kept 
confidential, and we will try to take care of them 
appropriately. 
 

These holidays coming up are very special, 
especially the birth of our Lord Jesus. Sometimes, 
we get so caught up in the rush to get everything 
bought, wrapped, and gifted that we don't take 
time to just say Thank you God for the special gift 
you gave us.  Take a moment hug a friend or loved 
one, say a prayer, read the beautiful Christmas 
story in the Bible, sing a carol, or enjoy a sunrise or 
sunset.  God is good. All the time. All the time.  God 
is Good. 

Respectfully, 
~Marney Brickhouse, President of CWF 

 

CHRISTIAN WOMEN’S FELLOWSHIP 
  CWF Tuesday Morning Circle 

 

The Tuesday Circle met November 10 at Interlude, 
with 17 present. After another lunch with enough 
food--as the old saying goes--to feed an army, we 
celebrated Elaine’s birthday with a cake. We were 
sorry that Irma Gustafson, Cheryl Johnson, and Pat 
Allred we not present so we could have celebrated 
their big days also. We missed you. 
 

We enjoyed another of Elaine’s lessons, and all the 
input from those present. 
 

We will be having our next meeting December 8th. 
All are welcome---men and women. 
 

         Hope everyone will have a nice holiday! 
 

Hope to see you  
                         ~Donna Haulsee 
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CWF MONDAY CIRCLE MOVES TO 
  AFTERNOON FOR WINTER MONTHS 

The next meeting of the Monday CWF will be 
Monday, December 21. This meeting will be at 3:00 
in Andy's classroom. This is a new time we are 
trying for the winter months (through March). We 
will continue with our study of New Testament 
Characters, Lesson 7: A Jailer: Getting Free from 
Internal Prisons Acts 16: 6-40. Come join us. 

~Carole Kerr 
 

 

DEACON HELPING PROJECT 
Deacons stand ready to provide assistance to 
members who could use  a little help…running an 
errand, driving to an appointment, help around the 
house.  Decons serve…not just on Sundays. Contact 
any of the deacons for help you need. 

~Patty Barker 

  ADULT SUNDAY SCHOOL: 
December 6–20  What You Always Wanted to Know 
About the 2nd Coming 

Week 1:  Advent and the Apoca-what?  
Week 2:  The Rapture: Fact and/or Fiction 

Week 3:  A Message of Hope 

 

  A BUSY SEASON! 
Here are activities coming up in December: 
 

11/29 9:30 AM Church breakfast 
   Advent wreath making 
   Angel Tree Wishes on the tree 

 

12/6 11:00 AM Woodside High School Singers 
 

12/7 6:30 PM CWF Christmas Dinner 
 

12/9 11:00 AM – 2:00 PM Our Day Out 
 

12/13     Angel Tree Gift Deadline 
6:30 PM Community Christmas Sing 

    Williamsburg Christian Academy 
 

12/20 8:30 & 11:00 AM Christmas Cantata 
       Mary, Did You Know? 
 

12/24 4:30 PM Christmas Eve Service 
 5:30 PM – 7:00 PM Community Dinner 
          New Fellowship Hall 
 8:00 PM Christmas Eve Service 
 

Enjoy the OBCC Brass Ensemble in the season! 
 

FRIDAY, DECEMBER 25-OFFICE CLOSED 

CHRISTMAS EVE COMMUNITY DINNER: 
Between Christmas Eve services from 5:30-7:00 PM 
the church is offering a holiday dinner to people 
who are alone or who would not otherwise get a 
meal on that evening. Help is needed to prepare 
food for guests and to manage the dinner service. 
Contact Marney Brickhouse to offer your help. 
(cbrickhouse6@cox.net or 757-229-1423) 

 
 

ANGEL TREE IS UP IN THE ED. BUILDING 
I can’t believe Christmas is almost here.  The Major 
has ask me to request your help in choosing a 
name or 2 from the tree in the Education Building. 
 

This year, along with the children, there will be 
adults who would like to be remembered.  The 
adults have listed one item they would like. If you 
would buy that item and a few other things it would 
be greatly appreciated. 
 

Thank you for considering helping to make a nice 
Christmas for a child and adult.  Olive Branch really 
came through last year. 
 

Gifts can be left at the church by December 13 and 
I will pick them up as Susan or Richard call me. 
 

Thank you  
~Donna Haulsee 

 

ST. OLAF FOOD PANTRY LIST REVISED 
See the new list on the bulletin board in the 
Education Building hallway and in this newsletter. 
 
 

  SAVE THE DATE! JOSEPH IS COMING… 
Tickets are on sale for the musical Joseph and the 
Amazing Technicolor Dreamcoat.  Show dates are 
Feb 19 & 20, 2016, at Chrysler Hall-Norfolk or Feb 
26 & 27, 2016, at Altria Theater-Richmond (Friday-
8PM, Sat-2 & 8PM on all dates). Hear the story of 
the coat of many colors told through the music of 
Tim Rice & Andrew Lloyd Weber.  First performed 
on Broadway in 1982, this show has delighted 
audiences with its catchy tunes and attention to 
Biblical detail ever since.  Put this on your calendar; 
Book your tickets now! 

~Landa Simmons 
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Church Family:  Michael Ayers, Duie Brantley, 
David & Gertie Duke, John Gardner, Lena Jeffries & 
Family, Christy Jensen, Ruby Jones, Evelyn Kirby, 
David Love, Naomi Marrow, Joann & Dallas, 
Mitchell, Paulette Moyce, Charlie-Helen-Susan 
Pruitt, Betty Speegle, Russell Waid, Sarah Waid, 
David Waite & sons, Trevor & Sebastian, Kaye 
Watson, Debbie Wilkins 
 

Family and Friends:  The professional and 
volunteer women and men who protect and defend 
us, Steve & Shirley Bingham (friends of Shirley 
Harrison), Mike & Betty Boley (Cleve Wright’s 
brother-in-law & sister), Baby Zadie Loretta Brown 
(friend of Carol & David Pitts), Florence Camarca 
(Andy Bell’s Aunt), Ramona Cross (friend of Michelle 
Wright), Genevieve Drewery (Judy Eley’s aunt), 
Nelson Hobgood, Andrew Jebson, Frances 
McCammon (Lucy Hall’s sister), Dale and Sherry 
Pierce (friends of OBCC), Pat Purser (Doug 
Haulsee’s sister), Eugene Ripplinger (Tracey 
Hutton’s father), Louise Schwartz, Mike Spivey (Inez 
Mihalcoe’s son-in-law), Shannon Starmer (Donald 
White’s daughter), Tommy VanCleave (Jerry 
VanCleave’s son), Dale Wallin (Bob Gustafson’s 
cousin), Trent Wynne (friend of Missy Harbour), 
Alana Youngblood (friend of Keeta Hodson) 
 

NOTE: To add or remove a name from the prayer list, 
please contact the church office, 566-8077. 

 
 
 

 

 
 

December   6  Jensen Family 

December 12   Poinsettias 

December 20   Poinsettias 

December 27   Poinsettias 

 
 

 
 

SCRIPTURE SELECTIONS  
 

The following scriptures will be used during the 
Sunday worship services in June.   
The underlined passages are the primary 
passages for Pastor Richard’s sermons. 
 

December  6  Malachi 3:1-4; Philippians 1:3-11 

December 13 Zephaniah 3:14-20; Luke 3:7-18    

December 20  Micah 5:2-5 

December 27  Psalm 148; Colossians 3:12-17 

 

 
 

SERVING  IN  DECEMBER 
 

Elders 
 

December  6 Andy Bradshaw, Ann Bradshaw 

December 13  Ralph Hutton, Marney Brickhouse 

December 20  Doug Dill, Sheila Yeatts 

December 27  Judy Eley, Donna Perger 
 

Deacons 
 

December  6 Tracey Creech, Kevin Waid, 
Harold McKeel, Carole Kerr 

December 13  Linda Garrett, Maralyn Carr,  
   Val Mason, Steve Garrett  

December 20  Diana Love, David Love,  

   Skip Jensen, Kylie Rutherford 

December 27 Abby Matschke, Josh Fulgham.  

Arnold Cooper, Denise Cooper 
 

Deaconess 
 

Phyllis Taylor 
 

Children’s Church 
 

December  6 Linda Williams, Carolyn Hunt 

December 13  Linda Williams, Carolyn Hunt 

December 20  OPEN, OPEN 

December 27  OPEN, OPEN 
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04 Donna Ruth Tyssen Garrett 
04 Dana Rothermel 
06 Kay Ainsworth 
08 Taylor Cline 
08 Skylar Jensen 
08 Paulette Moyce 
08 Fred Rothermel 
09 Ashley Wright 
10 Sharon Pullen 
12 Bob Hutton 
12 Robert Wilkins 
13 Tracy Creech 
13 Debbie Wilkins 
16 Wayne Jones 
16 Cleve Wright 
17 Lauren Ries (Gormus) 
20 Ellen Sullivan 
20 Ronald Yeatts 
22 Bryant Walker 
23 Patrick Gormus 
23 Jim Thacker 
24 Carita Hodson 
27 Becky Baker 
 
 

                  
      
14 Hunter & Tracy Creech 
 
 

 THE INVITATION AT CHRISTMAS IS  
         TO BELIEVE AGAIN 
We will receive the Christmas Offering on December 
13th and 20th.  100% of this offering supports the 
Virginia Region.  Our region requires the support of 
the Disciples churches in the region to provide the 
services listed below.  These are challenging times 
for the Virginia Region and they need our continued 
support. The Word from the church is to Believe in 
a Deeper Hope that moves beyond the “wrappings” 
of Christmas around us. We proclaim a Hope that 
brings Good News, Joy and Compassion for all of 
God’s people. THIS DEEPER HOPE IS MADE REAL 
IN ALL OF OUR REGIONS AS WE: 

 Assist congregations and leaders in claiming their 
unique mission and ministry, and provide 
resources and support. 

 Call, commission and ordain new pastors, and 
support and equip all pastors for their ministries. 

 Revitalize existing congregations and plan for new 
congregations. 

 Connect Regional Disciples to give witness to 
ministries of justice, hope and compassion. 

 Provide camps, conferences and retreats where 
children and youth find hope and Christ’s love and 
a community of faith that embraces everyone. 

 Make visible the care for all of God’s family 
through ministries of reconciliation & anti-racism. 

 Call & equip passionate leaders for today’s church. 
 Provide pastoral care for clergy & congregations. 
 

The Christmas Special Day offering supports all of 
these and many other ministries of our Region. 
Your generous gifts make a difference in our shared 
ministries in the Region. 
 

~Jim and Carolyn Hunt, Outreach Advocates 
 
 
 

 
 

This baby's mom did not receive prenatal care and 
arrived at Christian Hospital Mungeli already in an  
advanced stage of labor, not knowing she was 
carrying twins.  An emergency caesarean section 
saved the life of this little boy, but we could not 
save his brother.  Your gifts to CHM will help us 
build our rural health program and outreach to the 
villages.  Please learn more about how you can help 
at www.chmungeli.org.   

With love, 
~Landa Simmons 

 



 

SAVE THE DATE 
Saturday, January 23, 2016 2-5 PM 

New Fellowship Hall 
 

EVENT: OBCC Cookbook Tasting Party 
Taste yummy dishes from OBCC’s cookbook.  
Socialize! Shake off those post-holidays doldrums!  
 

OFFERINGS: 5 recipes each from the 8 food 
categories (made by the contributors) will be 
offered for tasting. 
 

PARTICIPATE: 40 contributors are needed  
to prepare a favorite cookbook contribution for this 
Saturday soiree. 1st come; 1st choice. 
 

SIGN UP FOR CHEF-OF-THE-DAY:  
with Sheila Yeatts (seyeatts@gmail.com;  
757-566-3554)               OR  
Marney Brickhouse (cbrickhouse6@cox.net;  
757-229-1423) 
 

ADMISSION: $5 per person  
(children: $1.50; 4 years & under: Free) 
 

SUPPORT: CWF Kitchen Improvement Project 
 

In blessed thanks, ~Sheila Yeatts 
 

ALZHEIMER’S THANK YOU 
 
Have you ever recalled an event and asked the 
question, “How did I accomplish my goal?” That’s 
the question I have asked myself concerning The 
Walk to End Alzheimer’s event. How did OBCC 
reach the preliminary giving level of $5,018.00? 
 

God truly touched the hearts of our Church family 
and visiting friends who gave generously in support 
of the Alzheimer’s Association. We are a mission- 
supportive church family; we live the great 
commission. There are many supportive individuals 
who made this accomplishment a reality.   
 

Thank you, Pastor Richard, for support and faith in 
me as a Team Captain. Thanks our secretary, 
Susan, for her generous support and 
encouragement in mentoring me through the 
process of surpassing our goal. 
Thank you for generous donations from our OBCC 
members and visitors, who opened their hearts to 
the mission of supporting the Alzheimer’s 
Association.  We can be proud that OBCC played a 
leading role in helping to advance Alzheimer’s 
support, care and research.  
 

Thank you to those who handed out ribbons on 
purple Sunday, and to the many who purchased car 
raffle tickets. 
 

On October 24, 2015 we were blessed with a 
beautiful day for The Walk to End Alzheimer’s.  I 
am so grateful and appreciative of everyone who 
volunteered to support the Disciple Walkers Team. 
There were 20 walkers who were enthusiastic & 
excited to be a part of the 700 who walked to End 
Alzheimer’s.  I am so very appreciative and thankful 
for their support.  OBCC Team placed in the top five 
teams, but the generous mission minded hearts of 
our Church Members and friends whom I am so 
grateful and thankful for your support.  Many 
thanks for all you have done.  
 

God bless you now and always, 
~Phyllis Taylor, OBCC Walk Coordinator 
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 OUR DAY OUT OF TO A GOOD START 
Oh, what a time of fun, fellowship, food and faith! 
This time that we give our caregivers a break is also 
a time for volunteers to get to know each other 
better. It is a time for a glimpse into the lives of 
participants; a time to try to understand the 
demands placed on caregivers; a time to see the 
love of our church family an action. 
 

Many volunteers are involved in this program, and 
we are excited to see it grow to fit the needs of our 
church members. Our Day Out sessions are 
generally on 2nd Wednesdays from 10 until 2. 
Snacks and lunch are provided for all who attend—
participants and volunteers.  
 

There are many talented people from the 
congregation who can share their talents for 20 
minutes or 4 hours once a month. Come join in! 
The next session is December 9th. 
 

Participant applications are available from the 
office. If you want to volunteer, please contact me 
at 757-566-3255. 

~Kay Ainsworth, ODO Coordinator 
 
 
 

LOST AFTER CWF LUNCHEON: Sheila lost her 3” 
deep oval white ceramic baking dish from the 
church after the luncheon. If anyone knows where 
it went, please contact her. 
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The candy cane is a long-time Christmas tradition.  Everywhere we look we see them.  They are used 
as decorations on Christmas trees and, of course, they are one of the most popular of all Christmas 
treats. I have heard several stories about the history and meaning of the candy cane.  I don't know if 
they are true, but I do think that the candy cane can teach us a few things about the true meaning of 
Christmas. 

First of all, if you look at the candy cane like this  it looks like the letter J.  Jesus starts with the 
letter J, so that should remind us of Jesus and help us to remember that Christmas is Jesus' birthday. 

If you look at the candy cane like this it looks like a shepherd's crook.  The shepherd used his 
crook to keep the sheep from wandering away from the flock and getting lost or eaten by a wild 
animal.  The Bible says, "The Lord is my shepherd."  The candy cane should remind us that Jesus is 
our shepherd and he will keep us from wandering away and getting lost or hurt. 
The candy cane is mostly white.  White is a symbol of purity.  That should remind us that Jesus was 
the spotless Lamb of God and that because he came to be the sacrifice for our sin, we can become as 
white as snow.   
As you know, the candy cane has three red stripes.   The Bible tells us that before he was crucified, 
Jesus was beaten with a whip which made blood-red stripes across his back.  The Bible says that we 
are healed by those stripes.  The stripes on the candy cane should remind us that Jesus suffered and 
died, so that we can have everlasting life. 
To many people, the candy cane is a meaningless decoration seen at Christmas time or just a piece of 
candy to be eaten and enjoyed.  I hope that this year, every time you see a candy cane, you will be 
reminded of the true meaning of Christmas. 
Say a prayer for the season: 
Lord, we thank you that Jesus is the Good Shepherd who keeps us from harm.  We thank you that 
because of his suffering and death on the cross, we have life everlasting.  Help us to remember that 
we find the true meaning of Christmas in him.  
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