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identifying individuals who would benefit from this
program.
See you on September 2!

How To Say We Care!
The official date for the last day of summer is
September 22nd. Thanks to our familiarity with the
school calendar, I suspect most of us think of the
summer ending with the last day of August. By
then, summer vacations have ended, & life returns
to its normal schedule of work, school, & programs.
However, for many families in our church, as well
as our community, summer did not provide a
respite from their normal patterns of providing
constant care to loved ones, or give an opportunity
for our shut-ins to leave their homes & socialize
with others. As part of a caring community, our
church has decided that it is time to say, “we are
here to help.”
In October we will start a respite program at Olive
Branch, offering a monthly opportunity for elderly
adults to gather for four hours, from 10:00 am to
2:00 pm, for activities such as crafts, games, health
talks, music programs, and reminiscing discussions.
Lunch will be provided. This program will give a
period of temporary relief and a time for renewal to
primary caregivers, and also meet the physical,
emotional, intellectual, and social needs of our
elderly who have few, if any, social contacts
outside of their homes.
Christy Jensen and Marney Brickhouse have
volunteered to help structure, train volunteers and
organize this effort. Several members have stepped
forward to their help with this program. More are
needed to ensure we provide personal care and
attention to our guests. If this sounds like a
ministry you can be part of, please attend our first
organizational meeting on Wednesday, September
2, at 5:30 at the church. Help is also needed in

Blessings

~Pastor Richard

Wednesday Night Fellowship Resumes Sept 2
After a short summer break, our Wednesday
programing starts on September 2 for a six week
session of study, discussion, fellowship, and of
course, our famous pot-luck dinner (6:30 start
time)! Carole Kerr and I will again join in leading a
time of sharing and learning, using Rob Bell’s DVDs
as the focus. Our last session using this same
approach yielded some of the most open,
thoughtful, and productive evenings we have had
in our Wednesday Night programing. The schedule
is as follows:
September
2 “Rain” Where is God when life is not going like
we want it to?
9 “Kickball” If God really cares about us, why don’t
we have what we want?
16 “Tomato” Do we try so hard to be something
we are not that we miss out on how to truly live?
23 “Luggage” Why is it sometimes so hard to
forgive?
30 “Today” Can we become so consumed with the
past that we can’t see the beauty of today?
October
7 “Shells” Are we so busy that we miss out on what
we are supposed to be doing?
Part of the joy of being at Olive Branch is the
freedom we have to share our feelings and
thoughts, and to ask questions without fear of
reprisal. Within such moments as these we grow
and develop. Rob Bell in his book, “Love Wins,” put
it this way:

“Some communities don’t permit open, honest

inquiry about the things that matter most. Lots of
people have voiced a concern, expressed a doubt,
or raised a question, only to be told by their family,
church, friends, or tribe: ‘We don’t discuss those
things here.’ I believe the discussion itself is divine.
Abraham does his best to bargain with God, most
of the book of Job consists of arguments by Job
and his friends about the deepest questions of
human suffering, God is practically on trial in the
poems of Lamentations, and Jesus responds to
almost every question he’s asked with … a
question.”
I hope you will come and join your brothers and
sisters on Wednesday. If there is a need for a
nursery or child care, let me know.
~Pastor Richard

recommend a proposed 2016 budget to the
church at the Annual Congregational
Meeting in November.


Thank you for your steady tithes and
offerings that keep our operations and
ministries funded during the year. We and
those who receive the Lord’s ministry
through us are blessed indeed by your
faithfulness.



The steps, stoop, and ramp of the entrance
to the worship center are deteriorating.
The Board approved up to $3,000 to
contract with Courthouse Construction to
produce
conceptual
drawings
with
suggested improvements.



Safety is a concern for all churches.
Training in the use of automated external
defibrillator (AED) units was provided to the
Elders and is scheduled for the Deacons.
The Elders and the Deacons developed a
strategy to take action in response to all the
emergencies included in the OBCC
Emergency Action Plan. We are blessed by
leaders who take the lead.



Dave & Diana Love and Kevin Waid have
agreed to serve as Deacons to fill
unexpected vacancies.



Susan
Fournier
commenced
her
employment as OBCC Church Secretary on
May 18. She is twenty pounds of smart,
productive energy packed into a five pound
bag!



Guernsey-Tingle & Courthouse Construction
are now working together to develop
options for modest improvements to the
inside of the worship center.



The Memorial Trust Fund currently has a
total balance of $63,335.64. Suggestions or
requests for distribution of the funds should
be given to Kay Ainsworth or Christy Jensen
by mid-September.



David Love is researching amplifying
systems to improve the sound in the
worship center and the Education/
Administration Center.
Funds already
allocated for this project appear to be
sufficient at this time.



Susan Kohlman is forming a nominating
committee to fill vacated leadership
positions for 2016 and beyond.

REPORT OF THE BOARD MEETING ON
AUGUST 11, 2015




Wednesday night fellowship begins on
September 2.
Carole Kerr and Pastor
Richard are using a Rob Bell DVD series for
instruction and discussion.
Maribeth Westerfield, a representative from
the Disciples Church Extension Fund, will
meet with the Board on September 14,
2015. She has been asked to discuss the
process for securing a loan from them
should it be necessary in the future to
borrow funds to complete a facilities
improvement project.
Please note,

members of the congregation must approve
any project and any loan.




The Church Secretary, Susan Fournier, and
Pastor Richard are holders of our church
credit cards. Those who want to use it to
fund a church ministry project must submit
a blue slip signed by the appropriate
program head with budget authority. Blue
slips can be obtained in the church office.
The 2016 Budget process is underway.
Budget drafts from all with budget
authority should be submitted to Jim Hunt
by September 8, 2015. A draft budget
will then be presented to the Board in
October for approval.
The Board will

Our Board believes in Olive Branch and the Lord
who brought us together. They give of themselves
and encourage every member and friend to so
give. We welcome ideas and suggestions from
anyone and everyone. Also, our meetings are open
to anyone who desires to attend. So, let’s stay
together and work together to be who the Lord
wants us to be and to do the works of the one in
whom we live, and move, and have our being.
Take care,

Fred

we witness our faith to others. In Mt. 21: 16
when the disciples asked Jesus if He heard what
the children were saying ("Hosanna to the Son of
David") , He replied, "Yes, have you never read,
'From the lips of children and infants you have
ordained praise'?"
Parents and the Church have been given the
responsibility to teach the children---and then learn
from their enthusiasm! If you tell a child to "Go
and tell", THEY go and tell... Let us do likewise, for
the Good News of the Gospel is too important to
keep to ourselves!
I love you, in Jesus' Name, Louise Smith
PPT Evangelism Advocate

UPDATES FROM THE
PROGRAM PLANNING TEAM ADVOCATES
I was on an early morning walk this week, which
happened to be my son's birthday and I was
thanking God for his life, when I heard the sound
of a baby behind me. Since we live in a community
of 55+'ers, this was highly unusual (actually, it
was the first time this had happened to me in my 4
years of walking this path!). I turned to see where
the sound was coming from and I saw a young
mom pushing a stroller that had stopped not far
behind me. I told her that was a lovely sound,
hearing a baby, as it is a rarity in our
neighborhood. She replied, "I didn't know if it
would disturb you". I assured her it did not, telling
her that my own baby was celebrating his 50th
birthday that day and that hearing her baby was a
blessing to me as well. She continued her jog &
was soon out of sight.
I thought about Jesus' admonishment to his
disciple when they tried to turn the children away
in Mt. 19:14. Jesus said, "Let the little children
come to me, and do not hinder them, for the
kingdom of heaven belongs to such as these."
Over & over in God's Word, He has much to say
about children. In Dt. 11:18 He told the Hebrews
to fix His words in their own hearts and "Teach
them to your children, talking about them when
you sit at home and when you walk along the road,
when you lie down and when you get up. Write
them on the doorframes of your houses and on
your gates..." He knew the importance of loving
children and instructing them in The Word.
Ps. 8:2 David says, "From the lips of children and
infants you have ordained praise..." as children are
able to trust without doubts or reservations. That
seems to be something we find more difficult as we
age. We need to have the boldness of children as

NOTES FROM THE WILD SIDE!
Furniture is ordered. In the next few weeks our
CYF room will be more of a teen hangout room.
Our spot to hold Sunday School and CYF. We
have been planning and praying and it is finally
coming together. Come by and see the progress
starting in September. I will have before and after
pictures for next month’s newsletter. We have
started painting canvases to hang our teen's
original art work. We had a cook out get together.
I want to give a BIG shout out to Don Morse for
hosting us. We are helping Kay Ainsworth with
some debris and having a bon fire at her house.
We have had a worship group from Virginia Beach
reach out to us about coming in October for a
praise service. I will give details once I have
everything worked out. If you want to hear some
of their work, check out To Send With Love. We
will be meeting on 9/6 and 9/20.

Abby Matschke

SCRIPTURE SELECTIONS FOR
SEPTEMBER
The following scriptures will be used during the
Sunday worship services in June.
The underlined passages are the primary
passages for Pastor Richard’s sermons.
September
September
September
September

6
13
20
27

Psalm 125; James 2: 1-10, 14-17

Psalm 19: 7-14; James 3: 1-12
Psalm 1; Mark 9: 30-37
Psalm 124; Mark 9: 38-50

SERVING IN AUGUST
Elders
September
September
September
September

6
13
20
27

Chuck Walker, Joyce Allen
Andy Bradshaw, Ann Bradshaw
Ralph Hutton, Marney Brickhouse
Doug Dill, Sheila Yeatts

Deacons
September 6 Andrew Pfister, Jane Vaught,
Harold Barker, Patty Barker
September 13 Tracey Creech, Kelsey Creech,
Harold McKeel, Carole Kerr
September 20 Linda Garrett, Maralyn Carr,
Val Mason, Steve Garrett
September 27 Dave Love, Diana Love,
Skip Jensen, Kylie Rutherford

Deaconess
Carole Kerr

Children’s Church
September
September
September
September

6
13
20
27

ALL
ALL
ALL
ALL

OPEN
OPEN
OPEN
OPEN

September
September
September
September

6
13
20
27

Michelle & Cleve Wright
OPEN
Judy Eley
Dave & Diana Love

A NOTE ABOUT
CHILDREN’S CHURCH
As most of you know, our OBCC program for
children during the worship hour has undergone
some changes, and it’s important to share what
we’re doing and why.
First of all, from an
educational perspective, there can be no substitute
for a child’s time spent in worship with the faithful
people of God. It’s important for them to see us
stand, greet one another, listen attentively to the
reading of scripture, and bow our heads reverently
for prayer. Over time, they realize that adults
value what happens in our sanctuary.
While time together in worship remains essential,
we recognize that preschoolers and our early
elementary age children can become restless
during the sermon time. To allow their parents to
hear a good word and have some true worship
time, after the children’s moment two adults lead
our smallest saints over to the education wing for
some age appropriate time together.
The 30 minute routine is simple: The children take
turns each week saying the blessing before our
snack. Then we hear our Bible story for the day,
followed by an activity that helps us remember the
story. In the middle of our time together, we watch
as our adult leaders pause to share in communion
brought by the elders. Age appropriate activity
pages like dot-to-dots, word searches, or mazes &
coloring pages featuring our Bible characters are
always available to fill any remaining time.
When the changes were made-- to no one’s
surprise and to Olive Branch’s great credit-- nary a
soul uttered the phrase: “We’ve never done it that
way before.” We invite you visit us in children’s
church sometime and join the fun. What a joy to
share our faith with our youngest saints! After all,
this is the way the church has always done it.

PLEASE REMEMBER…
All church purchases need to be authorized
ahead of time by the appropriate officer or
advocate, and can only be reimbursed by the
treasurer with a signed authorization (blue slip).
Please don’t order or purchase items for the
church without first getting approval.
GRATITUDE CHURCH WORLD
SERVICE PROJECTS
YOU CAN STILL DO A BOX!!!
Tens of millions of children have experienced the
joy of receiving a Christmas gift through
Operation Christmas Child. Olive Branch families
carefully have chosen toys, school supplies, and
other goodies to pack in a box for a child. We
have collected 54 boxes so far.
We have a long way to go to reach our 130-box
goal! You can find information forms and box
tags on the bookshelf in the Education Building
lobby. You can still do a box (or 2)!! The
deadline for drop off is November 1st, so there is
still time to add packing a box into your
schedules.
With a shoebox gift, comes the opportunity to
teach children about the greatest gift of all…the
love Jesus Christ as a personal savior. Children
who hear this message can become strong
witnesses for this great message of love. Don’t
miss your opportunity to pack a box and bring it
to church on Sunday or to the office during the
week any time before November 1st. Thank you!

WORLD MISSIONS-INDIA
EDUCATION BRINGS HOPE
That’s what Dr. Anil Henry shared with OBCC at a
Wednesday
night
supper
last
spring.
Coincidentally, we were watching a Rob Bell video
which asked a question faced by all of us who care:
when there are poor and hungry people who need
help everywhere we turn, how can they—and we—
keep from despair?
Pastor Richard invited Dr. Anil, visiting from the
Christian Hospital Mungeli (our Disciple hospital
serving the poor in rural, poverty stricken India
since 1896), to share his perspective. He said,
“Education brings hope.”
Since Dr. Anil & his wife, Dr. Teresa Henry, arrived
in Mungeli in 2004, here’s what they have done on
our behalf with our support & prayers to bring hope
to those living in extreme poverty:




May God bless you! ~In His Name, Sheila Yeatts

VOLUNTEERS NEED FOR
NEW OUTREACH AT OBCC: Volunteers are
needed to work with a new monthly
outing/social gathering opportunity for the
elderly in our congregation and in the
community. There is an informational meeting
on Wednesday, September 2 at 5:30 PM in the
Sunday School Room. Come to get details and
find out how you can contribute to this effort.
First sessions for this yet-to-be-named program
are set for October 14, November 18, and
December 16.

Began sending staff members away for
future studies--especially nurses--to get a
Bachelor of Science in Nursing that would
enable them to teach nursing to others.
Started a School of Nursing that graduates
its first class in November. Currently, the
school has 80 students from the local area.



Assumed leadership in 2005 of the Mungeli
Christian Church’s Rambo School (pre-k 4s
through grade 10), the only English Medium
School in Mungeli. In 2013 & 2014, the
school added 11th grade & then 12th grade.
In the past 10 years, the hospital has
purchased 5 school buses and enrollment
has grown from 80 students to 950.



Opened the Springer Community College for
former school drop-outs. It reaches out to
those students and offers to teach them a
skill like diesel mechanics, tailoring, or how
to be a nurse’s aide.



Paid for the radiology oncology residency of
Dr. Sudeep Marcus, who, after 7 years, will
return to Mungeli to open the only low cost
cancer center in the state of Chhattisgarh.

Olive Branch Christian Church participates in these
programs through support of Christian Hospital
Mungeli. Our prayers & our money provide
education for many.
Thanks be to God that
through CHM we can offer hope.
~Landa Simmons

use suffering to teach us? Does God have a plan
for all of our lives? Does God know what will
happen before it happens?
All of us have questions. While no one of us has
the answers, sometimes it’s fun to hear how
different faithful folks have tried to answer these
questions, both in the Bible & in the church. Watch
the bulletin, listen to the announcements, & wait
for more information to come about your
opportunity to join a conversation starting on
September 13th.
We hope you will be fed
spiritually. We know you’ll be fed physically. Yes,
religious tidbits & breakfast nibbles are provided.

The next meeting will be at 2:00 PM on
Tuesday, September 1, at the Barber home.

Dick & Betty Barber
DEACONS MEETING
The Deacons will meet on Thursday, September
17, at 6 PM in the OFH. Please let Patty Barker
know whether or not you will attend (229-4147).

ADULT SUNDAY SCHOOL STARTS
NEW LESSON: The Adult Sunday School Class
(meeting upstairs in the Education Building) will

begin a study of the Gospel of Mark on September
6. The room has been enlarged. Refreshments are

CHRISTIAN WOMEN’S FELLOWSHIP
CWF Tuesday Morning Circle
The Tuesday Morning Circle met August 11 at
Interlude with 16 attending. It was so nice to have
Naomi and her daughter Karen with us. Also to
have Harold Baker and to have Roy Henk back with
us. Missed all who were unable to attend. As
always there was lots of delicious food. We are still
in Mathew, Elaine makes it so interesting as well
as all the discussing. Our next meeting will be
Tuesday, September 8, at 11:45 at Interlude for a
few hours of study, lunch and fellowship. Everyone
is invited----men and women. Hope to see you
there.
~Donna Haulsee

served. It will be a great study for newcomers or
those returning to Sunday School.

If you could have one hour with God,
ADULT SUNDAY SCHOOL STARTS 3RD CLASS:
What would you ask? In an old movie, “Oh, God”,
a character played by the late John Denver heard
God, played by George Burns, say: “Go ahead with
the questions; I know you’ve got them.”
John
Denver asked about prayer, about why bad things
happen to people, and about miracles. In response
to the question about miracles, God said “My last
miracle was the ’69 Mets; before that you have to
go back to the Red Sea…that was a beaut!” One
can only wonder, could the ’15 Nats be God’s next
miracle? Beverly Walker & a lot of you hope so,
but some may ask “how often does God interfere
in everyday life in miraculous ways?” Does God

NOTE: The CWF dinner date is changed
from September 14 to September 22 (Tuesday).
Time and place are the same: 6:30 PM in the
New Fellowship Hall.

CONTINUING DEACON PROJECT
The Deacons are continuing an initiative
to provide assistance to members of the
congregation who could use
a little help.
Maybe running an errand, driving to an
appointment, or a little help around the house.
We are here to serve…not just on Sundays.
Please let us know if you need assistance.
Contact me, or one of the deacons.
Patty Barker

THREE THANK YOU NOTES
On behalf of the Salvation Army, I would like to
thank everyone who gave school supplies & checks
for us to purchase more supplies, this will help the
children whose parents cannot buy all the things on
the list sent home. We are helping about 400
children. I know we can always depend on you.

~ Donna Haulsee

Many thanks to all for the cards, calls, emails,
texts, flowers, meals and general wishes of support
with my recent surgery. A special thank you to Kim
Riffle and Pastor Richard for spending much of my
surgery day at the hospital with Skip and my
parents and for their bedside prayers. I'm grateful
for your continued support and prayers as my
treatments will last through much of October.

~ God Bless - Christy Jensen

On behalf of our entire family, I want to express
our deep appreciation for the support of Olive
Branch Christian Church throughout the past two &
a half years that my parents have lived here in
Williamsburg. Your caring visits, lifted prayers,
thoughtful cards, & many expressions of support to
all of us have meant so much. As we buried my
dad, Richard was there to conduct a meaningful
service & offer a beautiful eulogy utilizing prayers
that my dad had written through over 50 years of
service to his beloved Westville Baptist and the
Masonic Lodge. Thank you from the bottom of our
hearts for the many kindnesses & expressions of
Christian love. You have truly been the light of
Christ as we travelled through that dark valley of
the shadow.

~ Cris & Landa Simmons & Family

Church Family: Duie Brantley, John Gardner,
Robert Hutton, Christy Jensen, Bob Key, Evelyn
Kirby, Naomi Marrow, Boyce Mason, Jeannette &
Lauren McWilliams, Joanne & Dallas Mitchell,
Paulette Moyce, Steve Perger, Charlie, Helen, and
Susan Pruitt, Cris Simmons & Family, Ellen & Roy
Sullivan, Jim Thacker, Ted & Vivian Van Holten,
Russell Waid, Sarah Waid, Gabriele Wolverton
Family and Friends:
The professional and
volunteer women and men who protect and defend
us, Mike & Betty Boley (Cleve Wright’s brother-inlaw & sister), Vicky Borror (Bob & Gail Key’s
daughter), Baby Brown (friend of Carol & David
Pitts), Clyde Frost (Friend of Naomi Marrow),
Jim & Sandy Golder (friends of Ann & Andy
Bradshaw
and
Dick
&
Betty
Barber),
Nelson Hobgood, Andrew Jebson, Roy Kempton,
Sr. (Sara Waid’s brother), Frank Kunze & Carl
Henley (friends of Gene & Cheryl Johnson), Janice
Leonard (friend of Shirley Harrison), Norene Mallary
Family (Cecelia Ruskey’s sister-in-law has died),
Anne Nigh (Dana Rothermel’s cousin), Eugene
Ripplinger (Tracey Hutton’s father), Zeke Scaggs
Family (Marlies Brantley’s brother has died), Louise
Schwartz, Dale Wallin (Bob Gustafson’s cousin)

(Indicates a new person on the list.)

NOTE: To add or remove a name from the prayer
list, please contact the church office, 566-8077.

IT’S PEANUT BUTTER & JELLY TIME
01
02
03
04
06
08
09
10
10
16
21
22
23
25
26
26
29

David Duke
Emily Friend
Evelyn Kirby
Sarah Savage
Michelle Wright
Sheila Yeatts
Jodi Stinely
Christopher Hutton
Reagan Jones
Agnes Ivy
Marcus Yves Abid
Dale Cason
Ann Cline
Betty Speegle
Mary Collamore
June Phillips
Val Mason

Belated Happy Birthday wishes to:
Scott Boyd
August 1
Peggy Boyd August 4

08
09
19
25

Cleve & Michelle Wright
Steve & Linda Garrett
Jim & Carolyn Hunt
Norm & Missy Harbour

5TH SUNDAY SERVICE CHANGE:
Beginning on August 30th, there are 2 services as
on all other Sundays and no meal afterwards. This
5th Sunday change will next occur on November 29,
2015, and continue.

PRAISE WORSHIP
COMING OCTOBER 17

The lazy, hazy days of summer are coming to an
end and our neighborhood children are preparing
to return to school. In preparation for their return
to school, we are requesting you include peanut
butter and jelly in your donations to our OBCC Food
Sharing Baskets during the month of September.
Your food donations contribute to the essential
nutrition kids need to mentally and physically
perform successfully in the classroom. Thanks for
providing this necessary food assistance for our
neighbors. Also, a grateful roar for the food
donations you contributed during Vacation Bible
School Week.
We collected 295 food donations
during VBS.
~Jane & Will Hatcher

CALLING ALL FORMER MUSICIANS
Bob Schmidt would like to create a musical group
at Olive Branch. Many of you have played band
instruments in the past. He is hoping that you
might want to dust them off and play again! He
hopes to play some Christmas music during the
Christmas Season. Please respond to Bob (or Barb)
with this information:
1. What instrument do you play?
2. Do you have your own instrument?
3. Would you be willing to set some time aside for
practice?
Home: 757-345-0292
Bob’s Cell: 757-532-0107
Barb’s Cell: 757-903-9996
Email: sar1812@cox.net Email: sar1812@live.com
Email: usncgmm59@gmail.com

WOMEN’S
CONFERENCE~SEPTEMBER
First Baptist Church, West Point is sponsoring a
Christian Women’s Conference on September 26
from 9am until 4pm. The conference will feature
Jennifer O’Neil, actress & model turned
inspirational speaker with a ministry to women.
The conference will be held at the Robinson
Olson Auditorium in West Point, VA. The title of
her program is “Reel to Real”. Also featured will
be a gospel singer. Please call First Baptist
Church, West Point for tickets and more
information at 804-843-2484.

HICKORY NECK EPISCOPAL CHURCH
FALL FESTIVAL: is set for September 19th (our
neighbors just to the West on Route 60). Get
details from the flyer on the Education Building
bulletin board outside the church office.

SAVE THE DATE FOR OKTOBERFEST
Oktoberfest is coming to Our Saviour’s Lutheran
Church (7479 Richmond Road-Williamsburg) on
Saturday, October 10 from 1-7 PM. Fun includes
live & silent auctions, face painting, wine tasting,
a Biergarten, food, and live music. Their goal for
this fundraising event is a community kitchen.
Advance reservations are required. Make your
advance reservations at the church website
(www.oslcnorge.org) or call 757-564-3745.

REMEMBER
SCHOOL BUS SAFETY
School is starting. Students will be waiting and
buses coming. Be sure to stop for the buses
when required and watch for students as they
come and go. School Zone speed limits will also
be back in play.

Reconciliation Offering at Olive
Branch on September 27 and
October 4

Reconciliation Generation: School Yards not
Prison Yards
The events of the in Charleston, SC, Baltimore, MD
and Ferguson, MO remind us that more work is
needed in maintaining an open and honest
dialogue on racism and discrimination and helping
build communities grounded in faith and strong
families.
The Reconciliation Ministry of the
Christian Church (Disciples of Christ) is our church’s
intentional effort to confront historical fractures in
the body of Christ caused by structural and
systemic racism to the end of building life-giving
communities for the whole family of God.
We have been asked by many congregations and
ministries of the church to assist in resourcing
efforts to raise awareness to opportunities to stop
the School-to-Prison Pipeline. It is encouraging that
our church recognizes our call to love ALL of God’s
children and to offer reconciliation within the body
of believers. This year’s Special Offering theme
“Reconciliation Generation: School Yards not Prison
Yards” is intended to do just that! We desire to
demonstrate that Disciples are sincerely invested in
the wholeness of our most precious members of
the family of God – our children.
Your generous giving to Reconciliation Ministry will
fund grants to our ministries that increase our
focus on our need to restore our children to their
rightful place in our communities and churches.
Our funds are currently supporting projects that
decrease juvenile detentions, promote leadership
development and provide educational opportunities
that broaden our awareness to our collective role in
dismantling the sin of racism.
Will you give to this critical mission fund within the
life of our church to promote programs that
develop strong leaders with a strong sense of
Christ’s love in them? You are the Reconciliation
Generation – our present and our future witness to
Christ’s love for all of God’s children! Thank you in
advance
for
your
generous
support
of
Reconciliation Ministry.
We will receive the Reconciliation Offering at Olive
Branch on September 27 and October 4.
~Jim and Carolyn Hunt, Outreach Advocates
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IT’S BACK TO SCHOOL TIME!
Does that make you happy, or are you sad? Are you
excited? Nervous? Afraid? You will be facing a lot of
new things. You will have to make a lot of choices.
If your school does not require uniforms, one of the
first things you will have to choose is what you will
wear to school. You want to look your best. When
you get to your classroom, you will have to choose
where you want to sit. Is it best to sit up front, at the
back, or maybe somewhere in the middle? When it is
time for lunch, you will have to choose what you
want to eat in the cafeteria.
Some choices you have to make are not very
important, but others are very important. There will
be rules in your classroom. You will have to choose
whether or not you are going to follow the rules. You
will also be choosing who your friends will be. If you
choose the wrong kind of friends, you might find
yourself in a lot of trouble. What if the teacher says
something you don't understand? Will you pretend
that you understand or will ask for help? Those are
some important decisions you may be facing in the
new school year.
The followers of Jesus faced some difficult decisions
too. Sometimes, the teachings of Jesus were hard for
them to understand. One day Jesus was teaching in
the synagogue and he said to the people, "I am the
living bread that came down from heaven. Anyone
who feeds on me will live forever." When the people
heard it, they said, "This is a hard teaching. How can
anyone accept it?" Some of them quit following Jesus
after that day.
Jesus knew that many people were grumbling and
complaining, so he turned to the twelve whom he
had chosen to be his disciples and said, "You don't
want to leave too, do you?"
Peter answered him. "Lord, to whom shall we go?
You have the words of eternal life. We believe and
know that you are the Holy One of God."
The
disciples had answered the call to follow Jesus.
You face the same decision those first disciples faced.
Will you follow Jesus, or will you look for another to
lead you? It may not always be easy to follow Jesus,
but to whom can we go? Who else offers eternal life?

The Olive Branch

I will follow Jesus, our leader.
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