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life. But more than that, we even boast in God
through our Lord Jesus Christ, through whom we are
now received reconciliation.”

Reconciliation: Up, Down, and Across
As a community of faith we reacted with horror and
grief to what happened at the Emanuel AME Church
in Charleston, S.C., when a young man entered a
prayer group and slaughtered 9 members of that
congregation. The shooter was white; all of the
victims black. He claimed to be motivated by hate for
people of color. And while one can argue that any
person who engages in a massacre of innocents is
mentally ill, this incident does appear to have as a
root cause racism: the hatred of one person by
another because of skin color, language, customs, or
place of birth.
This incident is just one more of many that points to
the need for the church of Jesus Christ to be an agent
of reconciliation in our communities across this
country and world.
The actual use of the word ‘reconciliation’ does not
occur at all in the Old Testament, and only 14 times
in the New. The Apostle Paul is the primary source
for our understanding of the Christian doctrine of
reconciliation. All but one of the 14 occurrences in the
New Testament are found in Paul’s writings. From
Paul we have developed the understanding of
vertical reconciliation and horizontal reconciliation.
Vertical reconciliation is the reconciliation God
brings about to restore the broken relationship
between creator and creation. That relationship was
restored through the life, death, and resurrection of
Christ. As Paul writes in Romans 5: “For if while we
were still enemies, we were reconciled to him
through the death of his son, much more surely,
having been reconciled, will we be saved through his

Horizontal reconciliation operates under the
umbrella of what God has done through Christ. It
draws upon vertical reconciliation in order to bring
healing in human relationships. Paul in 2 Corinthians
5 clarifies how this healing process begins: “So if
anyone is in Christ, they are a new creation:
everything old has passed away; see, everything has
become new! All of this is from God, who has
reconciled us to himself through Christ, and has
given us the ministry of reconciliation…So we are
ambassadors for Christ, since God is making his
appeal through us….”
As the body of Christ Olive Branch demonstrates the
love of Christ in many ways. But remember that all
that we do or say is grounded in our calling as
agents, or to use Paul’s words, ‘ambassadors’ – of
reconciliation. Reconciliation is a power that can
make enemies friends, correct injustice, feed the
hungry, or provide for the poor. It is the power of the
gospel of Jesus Christ to break down the walls
between ‘us’ and ‘them.’ It is our opportunity to
make this corner of our world a place where God’s
vision for how men and women can live and work
together, regardless of differences, is demonstrated.
This is reconciliation: up, down, and across.
Pray for peace. And pray to God to use us as
ambassadors!
Blessings,
Pastor Richard

Independence Day—July 4, 2015

like but must treat with respect as brothers and
sisters.

A Time to Hope
None of us can clearly track how we, or the world in
which we live, got to this moment and place in time.
Look at all that's involved -- the choices, chances,
influences,
twists and turns, serendipitous
encounters, mistakes, closed doors, open doors, risks
taken or avoided, loyalties, betrayals, dead-end
successes, open-ended failures, etc.
However, there is something that can be tracked Christian hope. It doesn't depend on hopeful
circumstances. It depends on a Power other than our
own which is at work in our lives and in the human
affairs of history. It's a Power with its own purpose
not ours, personally or corporately.
Just as Christian hope doesn't depend on hopeful
circumstances; neither does it depend on particular
outcomes. Christian hope is not for something. It is
in something, or better, some One, namely God.
This is in no way meant to deny or dismiss the
painful, horrific, heart breaking circumstances that
we experience. Somehow many of us learned
profound lessons from them and they changed our
lives in unexpected ways. Somehow, we endured
and went on, limping perhaps, but often
understanding life differently and maybe more
deeply.
That is how life and faith work. Beneath those
painful experiences, or because of them or sometimes
in spite of them, we endured and carried on by just
doing what seemed the right thing to do. That, I
think, is partly how life and faith work together. It's a
process we participate in, benefit from, but don't
control. The truth is, essentially it's all a gift - A grace.
So, how do we sustain a hope that is mostly out of
our control in this scary world in which we live? The
simplest and toughest answer is that we do what
Jesus did. We live out what we believe about God
and God's kingdom with humility. Then we leave the
outcomes to the Lord. We simply live out the love
we see in Jesus: love of the Father, love of neighbors
as ourselves, even love of enemies we don't have to

To so love means that we roll up our sleeves. To so
love means that we continue to be generous,
compassionate, forgiving, courageous, and creative
and light hearted no matter what. We can stay
stubbornly hopeful because our hope is in God and
so are we, all of us, all the time.
When we walk to the edge of all the light we know,
and step into the unknown, we must believe that one
of two things will happen: there will be something
solid for us to stand on, or we will be taught to fly.
God is good all the time. All the time, God is good.
Stay steady in the Lord.
Take care,
Fred

Updates from the
Program Planning Team Advocates

The Necessity of Evangelism
"Pray all the time. Ask God for anything in line with
the Holy Spirit's wishes. Plead with him, reminding
him of your need, and keep praying earnestly for all
Christians everywhere. Pray for me, too, and ask
God to give me the right words as I boldly tell others
about the Lord, and as I explain to them that his
salvation is for the Gentiles, too. I am in chains now
for preaching this message from God. But pray that I
will keep on speaking out boldly for him, even here
in prison, as I should." Eph. 6:18-20 (TLB), words of
Paul to the church at Ephesis.
It's hard to believe that the Prayer Group has been
praying nearly every Monday for 5 1/2 years now.
Since we began we have lost members to death,
illness, jobs, etc. but we have gained new-comers as
well. We have seen God at work in our midst and
we have grown in our relationship with Him and
with each other. Besides answered prayer our
church family and community have benefited from
several off-shoots (ideas that were born within our
group). After we learned of peoples’ needs for
prayer, we recognized that some had financial needs.
The Adult Class "Bible for Dummies" (hard as I've
looked, I can't spot one single "dummy" among
them!) were already taking up offerings in their class
whenever they learned of a need. Pastor Bill

suggested that the "other" Adult Class should collect
an offering as well, saying that most churches
regularly collect a Sunday School Offering. Since it's
inception, that offering has provided help and hope
to individuals, babies in China with special needs,
food to St. Olaf's food panty, Salvation Army's needs,
Lackey Free Clinic, Ukraine ministries, Emilo's kids
at Woodside High School, Health Kits for Church
World Service, Easter baskets for our college kids,
cards/stamps for our SS class Card Ministry, the list
goes on and on and on... A few dollars each week by
its members has enable this class to reach far and
wide in Jesus' name.
Another "sprout" has been to help supply meals to
our members who are going through physical
challenges. Whenever I hear of a need after receiving
a prayer request, I send our pleas for help. OBCC
people are the best at responding when their brothers
and sisters need help. Whether it be food, rides,
visits; needs are being met by our family members.
We also have "Care-Givers" who send cards to shutins regularly and some make visits to see those who
are home bound.
And speaking of members. Whenever we have
regular visitors, I try to "feel them out" to see just
what their gifts are and in what area they might like
to serve God, should they decide to join our church .
We are blessed that so many of our new members
jump right in - boots on the ground. They may have
changed their memberships but they have not
changed their servants' hearts.
What a blessing it is to me to have a front row seat in
all of this. This "job" of Evangelism Advocate has
allowed me to share in things and be a part of things
I possibly never would have known about otherwise.
It is my hope and prayer that as people see us doing
the work of our Lord, they would look beyond us
and see JESUS. We are called to be "salt" and "light"
and that requires action. And I see OBCC as a church
in ACTION. We do indeed have our marching
orders. We are Christian soldiers, the cross of Jesus
goes before us...and we are treading where the saints
who went before us have trod! What a rich heritage
we have. May we continue to pass it on 'til Jesus
comes again.
I love you, in Jesus' Name,
Louise Smith
PPT Evangelism Advocate

Notes from the Wild Side!
The youth group held a pie in your face contest
between Pastor Richard, Fred Rothermel, and
myself. The person that raised the most money did
not get a pie, the others would. As it turned out, I
rallied my friends in and outside of Church and
raised over $882.00, and I did not receive the pie.
Overall over $1600.00 was raised.
We are going to use some of the money to go on
another retreat in July, and we are finally going to
buy furniture for our room. Anything left over from
our fundraisers will be used for our CYF, and have
for future mission trips.
The stress of raising our mission fund every year
takes a toll on me, as well as prevents our group from
doing other activities. The kids went and helped
Phyllis Taylor work in her yard. Kay Ainsworth
would like us to help her as well.
Please do not forget about our PRAYER BOARD in
the CYF room. If you would like for us to pray about
anything please write on a tag and place it on the
board. Tags can be found in the hutch. We will be
meeting on July 12, 26th. Check us out on Facebook,
Olive Branch Christian Church Youth Group.
Abby Matschke

SCRIPTURE SELECTIONS FOR JULY
The following scriptures will be used
during the Sunday worship services in June. The
underlined passages are the primary passages for
Pastor Richard’s sermons.
July 5
July 12
July 19
July 26

2 Corinthians 12:2-10, Mark 6:1-13
Ephesians 1:3-14, Psalm 24
Mark 6:30-56, Ephesians 2:11-22
Matthew 2:13-15, Matthew 2:1-12

SERVING IN JULY
Elders
July 5

Doug Dill, Sheila Yeatts

July 12

Judy Eley, Donna Perger

July 19

Bob Key, Gail Key

July 26

Chuck Walker, Joyce Allen

Deacons
July 5

Harold Barker, Patty Barker,
Skip Jensen, Kylie Rutherford

July 12

Abby Matchke, Edie Larkin,
Cleve Wright, Michelle Wright

July 19

Hunter Gardner, Josh Fulgham,
Arnold Cooper, Denise Cooper

July 26

Andrew Pfister, Jane Vaught,
Harold Barker, Patty Barker

Deaconess
Vicki Anderson

Children’s Church
July 5

LEADER OPEN, Emily Dill

July 12

Emily Dill, Val Mason

July 19

LEADER OPEN, Val Mason

July 26

LEADER OPEN, Val Mason

Operation Christmas Child – July 26
July opens this shoe box project to multitudes of
children around the world….100 million shoe
boxes since 1993. These gifts have enabled us to
share the Gospel in some of the darkest corners of
the world, reaching more than 150 countries and
territories.
The shoe box gifts are powerful, encouraging tools
to remind children and their families of the love of
Jesus. God’s gifts arrive by plane, boat, car, &
camel….whatever it takes to bring the joy of God’s
message to hard-to-reach places.
You can help!
Get a shoebox (cardboard or plastic). You can
wrap the lid separately from the box, if you wish.
Include a wow! toy; then fill with other small toys,
hygiene items, and school supplies. Include a
personal note in your box for the child who will
receive it. Most important, pray for the child who
will receive your gift.
Label your box using a special tag (inserted in
bulletins, in the narthex, & in the office) for a boy
or girl, checking off the age range for your gifts.
Donate $7.00 for shipping costs by writing a check
to Olive Branch Christian Church (the church will
write one big check for all the boxes).
Follow your box online at Operation Christmas
Child partners with churches around the world as
your box reaches boys and girls with the Gospel of
Christ. Be sure to Check out http://
www.samaritanspurse.org/what-we-do/
operation-christmas-child/. Choose Packing Your
Shoebox and then Follow Your Box.

July 5
July 12
July 19
July 26

Nancy Griffith
Available
Dale Teagle
Available

Bring your filled shoe box to church on Sunday,
July 26, and put it under the Christmas tree.
Declare your faith in Christ. Share your love with
millions of boys & girls around the world through
Operation Christmas Child.
May God bless you!!
In His Name,
Sheila Yeatts

and 70s music. Sparkling red and white cider and
delicious hot hors d’oeuvres provided by our wonderful
cooks completed the evening.

Christian Women’s Fellowship
CWF Tuesday Morning Circle
The Tuesday circle met June 9th at Interlude with 17
attending, welcome to our male friends, who add a lot to
our study, and seem to enjoy all the good food.
Speaking of food, we all enjoyed the bounty of food all the
good cooks at Olive branch cook. There was a cake for
Carole Kerr for her birthday. Elaine continued our lesson
in Matthew.
Our next meeting will be at Interlude July 14th. 11:45.
Come join us.

Donna Haulsee

Olive Branch Ladies at the CWF
Regional Retreat

Front Row (L-R): Nancy Griffith, Shirley Harrison, Elaine Henk,
Kay Ainsworth
Standing: Elaine Waite, Marney Brickhouse, Gail Key, Vicki
Anderson, Joyce Allen, Barb Schmidt

This is the year of change for Disciples women. Our
retreat this year was held in June instead of October, and
we met at the Disciples College in Lynchburg, Virginia
instead of the Methodist College in Blackstone, Virginia.
Our own Kay Ainsworth co-chaired the event with
Marilyn Whitaker and nine more Olive Branch sisters
joining her with ninety others for a spiritual, uplifting,
and fun weekend. The speaker, Pat Donahoo, was
impressive and weaved her magic with excellent
speeches and audience participation.
The retreat opened with a church service and
communion, which normally happens on Sunday. It was
a change, but a special one that prepared our hearts and
minds.
Olive Branch ladies were responsible for the gala on
Friday evening, and, according to all, set the tone for the
rest of the weekend. Everyone enjoyed making flowers,
playing Holy, Holy Shill, trying their hands at anagrams,
challenging their minds at Q-Bitz, and exercising to 60s

Saturday we had a special luncheon. All were
encouraged to dress up and wear hats, which was
challenging for us, as none of us wears hats much. But,
true to the Olive Branch motto—ask and ye shall receive,
our new secretary, Susan, is a hat person and loaned us
three beautiful hats which were worn proudly by Barb,
Joyce and Marney. Many thanks, Susan!!!!!! Gayle and
Vicki brought their own lovely hats to wear as well.
Another change was singing our prayer before each meal.
Clay Harrison wrote the prayers to the music of Jesus
Loves Me, which was familiar to everyone. Hopefully, we
will use these at Vacation Bible School this year, as they
were cleverly done and easily sung.
Sisters helping sisters, interacting with each other,
making new friends, praying, & communing with each
other made for a spiritual, emotional, & loving retreat.
God is good all the time. It is my hope that next year
more women will be able to attend, as God’s love touches
our hearts and opens minds & hearts to help others.
Respectfully,
Marney Brickhouse
CWF President
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Steve White
Brenda White
Richard Cline
Robbi Hutton
J. R. Powell
Chuck Walker
Elizabeth Jones
Bob Key
Dylan Meadows
Dawn Gormus
Haley Creech
Richard Bradshaw
Will Hatcher
Carolyn Hunt
Jacob Hammack
Paula Thacker
Bonnie Willard
Ralph Hutton
Kayla Mullins
Mike Ayers
Dave Wolverton
Dick Barber
Roy Henk
Donald White
Lawrence Bradshaw
Jason Waltrip
John Waltrip

03
06
14
18

Will & Jane Hatcher
Richard & Ann Cline
Andy & Ann Bradshaw
Jerry & Kay Ainsworth

New Project for the Deacons
The Deacons are starting a new initiative to
provide assistance to members of the congregation
who could use a little help. Maybe running an
errand, driving to an appointment, or a little help
around the house. We are here to serve…not just
on Sundays.
Please let us know if you need
assistance. Contact me, or one of the deacons.
Patty Barker

The Duke Family sends heartfelt thanks for
prayers and cards during their sad time. These
contacts have helped to make this time of healing
very much easier.
Blessings ~ Gertie & David Duke

A new church directory is soon to be available.
Last updates are being made now. You will find
them in the Narthex when published.

WILLIAMSBURG AREA FAITH IN ACTION
Please consider volunteering to help the ever growing
senior population in our community. Faith in Action
assists with a variety of services to help folks who
would like to continue living in their own homes.
Volunteers help with transportation, shopping &
errands, visiting, respite care & more. Your
commitment is based entirely on your schedule and
availability. Upcoming Orientation/Training Dates:
June 23 & 25, July 28 & 30. If you’re interested or
have any questions please call 757-258-5890.

Volunteer Opportunities at Gentiva
You can make a difference in the life of a terminally
ill patient and their family while enhancing your life
at the same time.
Gentiva Hospice needs volunteers to visit their
patients for a few hours a month.
Companionship
is the main focus...reading, talking, writing letters,
etc. Office, bereavement, and Veteran support
volunteers also needed. Training is provided.
Please open your hearts to become a Hospice Friend.
For more information on how to become a Gentiva
Hospice Volunteer, please contact our Manager of
Volunteer Services at (757) 259-2481.

RECIPES NEEDED
Olive Branch’s Cookbook is in process! Gather your best
recipes and those of family & friends. Submit as many
recipes as you like from June 1-July 9 to the church office
Find a box on the shelf under the mail boxes), Sheila
Yeatts, Barb Schmidt, Shirley Harrison, or Marney
Brickhouse. Men, women, children, and young adults can
join in! Mark your recipes for one of these 8 categories:
Appetizers/Beverages, Soup/Salad, Vegetable Side Dish,
Main Dish, Bread/Rolls, Desserts, Cookies/Candy, This
and That. Help to make this the best cookbook ever!

The Small Group will meet on Tuesday,
July 7 at 2:00PM in the Barber home-106 North
Trace, Williamsburg
Dick & Betty Barber

REVIVAL COMING
Pastor Richard and the Olive Branch Choir will
travel to the Holly Grove Christian Church to lead
their Revival on Sunday, July 26th. The evening
begins with Blue Grass and Gospel music at 5PM,
followed by an incredible meal. The Revival
service begins at 7PM. If there is enough interest,
we may have another Bus to Bumpass. Please sign
up for a ride to this event on the sheet posted on
the bulletin board in the church narthex. Please
make plans to come out and support us!

PLEASE REMEMBER…
all church purchases need to be authorized ahead
of time by the appropriate officer or advocate, and
can only be reimbursed by the treasurer with a
signed authorization (blue slip).
Please don’t
order or purchase items for the church without
first getting approval.

Church Family: Duie Brantley, Jesse Hall, Bob Key,
Naomi Marrow, Paulette Moyce, Charlie, Helen, and
Susan Pruitt, Jim Thacker, Audrey White.
Family and Friends: The women and men of our
Armed Forces, Jason Arthur (Lorraine Beasley’s
son), Mike & Betty Boley (Cleve Wright’s brotherin-law and sister), Maurice Godwin (friend of
Gertie Duke), Ronald Hawthorne (Pat Dressler’s
brother), Carl Henley (friend of Cheryl & Gene
Johnson), Nelson Hobgood, Bill Iverson (friend of
Dawn Gormus), Andrew Jebson, Roy Kempton, Sr.
(Sara Waid’s brother), Barbara Kendrick (Cheryl
Johnson’s sister), Joseph Maturi, (Jean Bell’s
brother’s father-in-law), Clifford Mitchell (Dallas
Mitchell’s brother), Anne Nigh (Dana Rothermel’s
cousin), Iris Reeder (Nancy Griffith’s sister),
Davonda Thomas (Michelle Wright’s friend),
David Waite & sons, Trevor & Sebastian, Dale
Wallin (Bob Gustafson’s cousin).
(Underlined, bold print indicates new person on the prayer
list.)

NOTE: To add or remove a person’s name from the
prayer list, please contact the church office, 566-8077.

Mission Youth Group Cleans Up
The Bon Air Christian Church Youth Group from
Richmond, VA, came on a very hot Tuesday in
June to clean up the grounds. They spent several
hours raking, sweeping, picking up, and making
the campus look beautiful. Oh my! This group
will spend time on other mission trips later in the
summer. We are blessed that they chose Olive
Branch for one of their mission trips!!
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JUNE FUN AND FAREWELLS AT OLIVE BRANCH
Olive Branch said, farewell to Pat Dressler as she
turns the page to a new chapter.

Pat reminisces about her first day on the job: how
Richard warned her that he sometimes had a
tendency to be a bit bossy; whereupon she told him
that it didn’t bother her, since she was twice his age.

The choir from First Christian Church of
Hagerstown, MD, shared their gift of choral music on
June 7, offering a rousing rendition of Battle Hymn of
the Republic. They had performed the night before at
Bruton Parish Church in Colonial Williamsburg.

Pat and her partner, Robert Circle, enjoyed lunch and
thanks from many Olive Branch family members.

Good-bye to the Rich Jones family. They are moving
to Army quarters in Texas. Pictured are mom
Christina and sons Reagan and Riley.
Words of appreciation and a special poem from Clay
Harrison honored Pat’s 9 years of service.
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When they had gone, an angel of the Lord appeared to Joseph in a dream. "Get up," he said, "take the child and his mother and escape to
Egypt. Stay there until I tell you, for Herod is going to search for the child to kill him." Matthew 2:13 (NIV)

Have you ever heard the song, "Angels Watching Over Me?" It is a beautiful Black Spiritual which tells about how
God sends his angels to watch over us. No one knows who wrote the song, but it is believed to have originated in the
southern part of the United States during the days of slavery. The song goes like this: (Sing it, if possible.)
All night, all day,
Angels watching over me, my Lord.
All night, all day,
Angels watching over me.
Sun is a-setting in the west;
Angels watching over me, my Lord.
Sleep my child, take your rest;
Angels watching over me.
When Jesus was born, Herod was King. When he heard about the birth of Jesus, he thought that Jesus had come to set
up a kingdom here on earth and he was not at all happy about that. He tried to find out where Jesus was so that he
could kill him. An angel appeared to Joseph in a dream and warned him of the danger. "Get up! Flee to Egypt with the
child and his mother," the angel said. "Stay there until I tell you to return, because Herod is going to search for the
child to kill him." That night Joseph left for Egypt with Jesus and Mary. They stayed there until Herod died.
When Herod died, God's angel spoke to Joseph in a dream again. "Get up, take the child and his mother and return to
Israel. All who were out to kill the child are dead."
Isn't it wonderful that God sent angels to watch over his infant son and protect him from harm? Well, God loves all of
his children. He loves you and me and he sends angels to watch over us. In Psalm 91, the Bible says:
Evil can't get close to you,
harm can't get through the door.
He ordered his angels
to guard you wherever you go.
If you stumble, they'll catch you;
their job is to keep you from falling.
(Psalm 91:11-12 - The Message)
I'm glad that we have God's angels watching over us as we walk – even in dangerous places. Be thankful that God's
angels are watching over you today! (Sing) "All night, all day, angels watching over me, my Lord. All night, all day,
angels watching over me, my Lord."
Father, we thank you for your love and protection. Amen.
Copyright © 2001- 2015 Sermons4Kids, Inc.
All Rights Reserved

BEE HAPPY!
Help the bee get to
his hive.
Bees are very
important to us.
They spread pollen
from flower to
flower. That makes
it possible for food
to grow and
ripen…and for us to
have pretty flowers.
See if you can
watch a bee outside.
Give him lots of
space, and be
careful not to scare
him.

Connect the dots in alphabet order
to see who is there.
I will ask the Father. And he will
give you another Friend to help you
and to be with you forever.
John 14:16 (NIRV)
Help your family with Operation
Christmas Child to bring love and
encouragement to a child. Help fill
a shoebox.

Bible School 2015
WHAT:

Is Coming!!!

It’s Cool in the Furnace

Daniel and his buddies, Shadrack, Meshach and Abednego, are sent into a blazing furnace by King
Nebuchadnezzar. What happens there is truly a miracle!

WHEN:

WHERE:

July 27 to July 31

TIME:

6:00 to 8:00 pm

OBCC

Dinner will be at 6:00 followed by classes and activities from 6:30 – 8:00 pm
Classes will be held for preschoolers age 3 to those entering kindergarten, grades K – 2, 3 – 5th graders,
middle schoolers, and high schoolers, there will also be an adult class. A nursery will be provided for
volunteers whose children are under 2 years old.
HOW TO REGISTER:
Fill out the form below and return it to the church office or just drop it in the
offering plate on Sunday morning.
_________________________________________

Bible School 2015

Name ___________________________________________________
Address _________________________________________________
Phone number ___________________________________________
Class (Please circle) Preschool (age 3) to those entering kindergarten)
Students who have completed grades K – 2,
Students who have completed grades 3 – 5,
High School

Middle school,

Adult

Parent name _________________________________________
Phone number if different from above ______________________________
Church affiliation _______________________________________________
In case of an emergency is there another person we can contact?
Name __________________________________ Number_______________
Allergies_______________________________________________________
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