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Who Are You, and What Do You Want?
I was reading one of the many newsletters that cross
my desk, and an illustration in one of them stood out:
“In the days before voice mail, many of us had
answering machines connected to our home phones.
Some people worked hard to come up with creative
messages for their machines. One of the best ones
went something like this: ‘This is not an answering
machine,’ the message said. ‘It is a questioning
machine. Who are you, and what do you want? And if
you think those are trivial questions, please know that
many people spend their entire lives without
answering either one.’ “
I think we all have, as the saying goes, resembled that
illustration. We have either spent too much time
worrying about what we are to be and how to get
what we so dearly covet, or we have lived day to day
blissfully ignorant of the importance of living with
purpose and intention. And because churches are
made up of people, the community of faith also
sometimes suffers from asking who, what and why.

all; we do not examine credentials, intentions, or
character. The love revealed and received at that
table shapes our relationships with all who come to
this church to worship.
What God wants us to be is revealed by the cross
that sits among our bread plates and communion
cups. As God sent Jesus to die upon the cross for
our redemption, and in the process stamped us as
precious in His sight, so we must live as a church
willing to give of ourselves to take a message to all
that they are precious in God’s eyes and they are
loved. And just as the cross symbolizes an action,
so should our words be made real in acts of
mission.
And why should we do all this? Because we have
been chosen by Christ to be disciples and servants.
Not some of us, not most of us – but all of us.
Let’s find ourselves at the Table of the Lord.
Blessings,
Pastor Richard

Who are we as a church? What does God want us to
be? Why should we care? All serious questions. And
how we answer will determine everything. I think the
place to begin seeking answers is the place that we all
can agree centers our Sunday worship service: the
Lord’s Table.
Who are we? We are all flawed and broken people
who are invited to have a place at the table that
belongs to our Lord. We deny no one, we welcome

Flag Day—June 14, 2015

Pat, you are loved. We’ll miss you. Our
prayers and thoughts are with you as your journey
continues. Susan, you are a part of us now, and we
look forward to our journey ahead.

Life is a Journey not a Destination
For Pat Dressler and all of us, life is a
journey not a destination. Before she came to Olive
Branch as Church Secretary, she worked in some
positions in the Federal government. One of her
positions was secretary to the Senior Chaplain at
the Naval Air Station Oceana in Virginia Beach.
Being a Navy Chaplain for 32+ years, I resonate to
that!
However, sometime after that service, she
stopped working in order to take care of her
husband, Bob, who became gravely ill. When Bob
went to be with the Lord, Pat grieved and
eventually started looking for a way to fill the
emptiness that she felt.
She applied for four secretarial vacancies
posted in her newspaper, much to her youngest
son’s chagrin. He told her that no one would hire
her at her age. However, we did, and she became
Church Secretary here at Olive Branch. One way
that the Lord brings us together in our individual
journeys is when we respond to felt needs. Olive
Branch had a need and so did Pat.
During her tenure, both Pat and Olive
Branch have been blessed by the Lord and by each
other in so many ways. She has been a caring,
loyal, competent companion to two pastors and an
interim. She showed her love for Olive Branch by
singing solos, by nagging, procrastinating
newsletter article writers (like me) to get with it,
but most importantly, by always going out of her
way to help all those who called or walked into the
church office, member or not.
She is moving on in her journey and so are
we. The same Lord brings Susan into our life and
us into hers. With a steady faith in God, we must
move on from one set of circumstances to another.
A day-by-day persistence will enable us to work
together to take care of one another and to gain
new understandings of and different relationships
to each other.

Our destination is Heaven. Let’s continue
our journey together in the love of Christ, and he
will keep us bonded to him and to one another
until we reach our final home.
Take care,
Fred

The following scriptures will be used during the
Sunday worship services in June. The underlined
passages are the primary passages for Pastor Richard’s
sermons.
June 7
June 14
June 21
June 28

Mark 3:20-35; Psalm 138
2 Corinthians 5:6-10; Psalm 20
2 Corinthians 6:1-13; 1 Samuel 17:32-49
2 Corinthians 8:7-15; Psalm 130

Updates from the
Program Planning Team Advocates

“The Necessity of Evangelism”
How our God and Father gives blessings in
abundance…and Larry and I were recipients of
many last week. Great-grandson, Fielding Ray
Tench, was born on 5/12, the same day we
celebrated the 28th birthday of oldest grandson,
Bob. The next day we had the joy of playing with
the triplet great-grands while their parents were at

the hospital with the new baby.
On 5/14
grandson, Zak, was married in Charleston, SC, so
our daughter Lisa and her family all made that trip
to celebrate the occasion. On 5/15 grandson, Bob,
graduated from ECPI/MCI's Physical Therapy
program and we attended that at Ferguson CenterChristopher Newport. On that same night, our
youngest grandson, Trevor, went to the prom…a
feat we had never expected as he suffers from
Duchenne ’s muscular dystrophy and is in a
wheelchair. He looked so handsome all decked out
in his tux and his friend, Blair, was so gracious and
beautiful. We look forward to his graduation from
high school on June 6th. “Thank You, Lord!"
You would not expect any more blessings
from such a full week of them, but our “cake of
life” was to be frosted on Sunday morning when
Christina Saadeh delivered her powerful message
to our church family. Wow! What a wonderful
child-of-God this young woman of twenty-six years
is…inspiration for spiritual living…AMEN! She
truly taught us how to be evangelists! As God
breathes His Living Word into us, our "exhaling" is
able to spread it far and wide. I have stated from
this space many times that, as we study the Word
and remain faithful in our prayer life, speaking of
God to others becomes second nature. It is who we
are, having become that way through our close
relationship with Him. Seeing how Christina
delights in the scripture should challenge and
encourage us to do like-wise, knowing that the joy
of the Lord is ours to have as we become more like
Him.
I recognize that we are a busy people, so is
Christina; but she makes time to do what she feels
is truly important. She has sacrificed many things
young adults enjoy doing, in order that she might
spend more time with her heavenly Father. Her
own dad died when she was 8 years old, and she
has come to know God as her Father and Provider,
as she found Him to be trustworthy, never having
failed her.
We may not able to memorize the entire
Book of Ephesians as Christina has done, but we
can all expend a little more effort in memorizing
some of God's Word. We will receive a blessing
when we do, and when we breathe it out on others,
that is fulfilling the Great Commission that Jesus
gave us to "Go into the world with the Gospel"

…the Good News! Jesus lives, let Him live in us
through His Holy Spirit who teaches us the Word.
Now…"Inhale"~~"Exhale".
I love you, in Jesus' Name,
Louise Smith
PPT Evangelism Advocate

Notes from the Wild Side…!
I was wondering how many of you
enjoy pie? There are all kinds of pie, chocolate,
lemon, apple, berry, and the list goes on and on.
Well, on May 31st we had a youth fund raiser to
see who raised the most money to not get a pie. I
hear Fred Rothermel likes lemon the best, while
Pastor Richard likes chocolate, but for this contest
wants a cool whip pie. There will be a video for all
of those that did not make it to the luncheon.
We went over to Phyllis Taylor's house to
help do some yard work, and plan to help Kay
Ainsworth with a project. As a group, we are
reconnecting and getting our dynamic back. It was
so good to catch up with Christina Saadeh. We met
her as our site leader on our West Virginia mission
trip. God is amazing. He puts people in your path
for a reason.
We will be meeting on June 28th. I will be
on vacation on the 14th, so we are not meeting on
that date.
Abby Matschke

Church World Service Tool Sunday
June 21st
With Father’s Day approaching (Sunday, June
21st), you may sign up for purchasing a tool “in
honor of” or “in memory of” your loved ones and

friends. Forms will be included in the bulletins on
Sunday, June 7th. In recognition of OBCC’s support
of the “Tools & Blankets” Program of Church
World Service, a tool may be purchased for $5.00
each “In Honor Of” or “In Memory Of” your Father,
Grandfather, or another special person(s) in your
life. Order forms and checks (made out to Olive
Branch Christian Church) or cash should be turned
in no later than Tuesday, June 16th. Please put
your order and money in an envelope and place in
the offering plate or turn in to the church office.
The “Tools+” Program is a special mission
opportunity to assist people in need around the
world. Each $5.00 donation for a tool will let
people know…”God is our refuge and strength, a
very present help in trouble”. (Psalm 46:1).
In His Name,
Sheila Yeatts
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Missy Harbour
Carole Kerr, Angela Key
Mason Jensen
Jessica Morse
Allison Gonzalez, Tracie Heslink
Jim Hunt
Robert Hammack
Leland Williams
Gabriele Wolverton
Judy Eley
Debbie Haydon (Johns)
Susan Kohlman, Audrey White

Christian Women’s Fellowship
CWF Tuesday Morning Circle:
The Tuesday morning circle met May 12 at Interlude,
with 17 attending. We welcomed Ellen Waites’ sonin-law, Robert Suttle, and friend, Sampson Mamidi.
Both are ministers. Sampson is from India and runs
an orphanage and school in India, thank you Ellen for
bringing them to share with us.
We all enjoyed an abundance of great food cooked by
our Olive Branch women. There was a cake to
celebrate my and Vicki Anderson’s birthdays.

June 7
June 14
June 21
June 28

Jensen Family
Robertsons
Available
Available

Speaking of food from the OBCC women…..the CWF
will be coordinating a cookbook with contributions
from everyone (see article in this newsletter).
Elaine Henk presented our continuing study from
Matthew, everyone has been enjoying her studies.
Our next meeting will be June 9, come join us.
Donna Haulsee

NEW OFFICE HOURS: Beginning Monday, June
1st, the office hours will be Monday through Friday,
8:30 a.m. – 1:30 p.m.

Dear Pastor Cline,
We want to express our appreciation and gratefulness
to you for allowing our Life Group to meet in your
fellowship hall these past few months. The space
accommodated us very adequately, and we even
enjoyed a few pot luck dinners together. Please accept
the enclosed donation to your building maintenance
fund as a token of our gratitude to you all. May God
continue to bless your ministry at Olive Branch.
In Christ,
Christine Cook, Office Manager
Life Pointe Christian Church

New Project for the Deacons
The Deacons are starting a new initiative to
provide assistance to members of the congregation
who could use a little help. Maybe running an
errand, driving to an appointment, or a little help
around the house. We are here to serve…not just
on Sundays.
Please let us know if you need
assistance. Contact me, or one of the deacons.

An updated church directory is now
available. You will find them in the Narthex.

Patty Barker

Dear Olive Branch Family,
My family and I have been touched to our
deepest heart place by the love, support, cards, and
visits from all the wonderful members of Olive
Branch during my recent, unexpected, difficult
journey. Most of all, we appreciate the blanket of
prayer that has wrapped loving arms around us,
lifted us, and kept us in hope and trust in His
grace.
I will see you all soon. May He bless you
for your compassion.
Naomi Marrow

WILLIAMSBURG AREA FAITH IN ACTION:
Please consider volunteering to help the ever growing
senior population in our community. Faith in Action
assists with a variety of services to help folks who would
like to continue living in their own homes. Volunteers
help with transportation, shopping & errands, visiting,
respite care and more. Your commitment to help is based
entirely on your schedule and availability. Upcoming
Orientation/Training Dates: June 23 & 25, July 28 & 30.
If you’re interested or have any questions please call
757-258-5890.

The Lazy, Hazy, Crazy
Not Hungry Days of Summer
Summer is a time for vacations, respite time, fresh
garden produce, and day trips to the beach, Water
Country, Busch Gardens, relaxing in the shade with
a cool beverage or whatever your favorite pastime
may be. We may complain about the extremely hot
days, but we know hot days are seasonal.
However, hunger for some of our community
neighbors…especially our school-aged children…
is not seasonal. They confront the lack of food
daily. During the summer months when our
children are out of school, those children who are
eligible to participate in the school food programs
during the school year will rely more on our food
sharing basket program. Filling our food baskets
each week with essential food products our young
neighbors need will make them wish that summer
could always be here.
Jesus’ last public message included the importance
of feeding those in need. Our community of faith
has embraced His message. We acknowledge that it
is a priority that we include food basket
contributions on our grocery lists.

RECIPES NEEDED
Olive Branch’s Cookbook is in process! Gather your best
recipes and those of family & friends. Submit as many
recipes as you like from June 1-July 9 to: the church office,
Sheila Yeatts, Barb Schmidt, Shirley Harrison, or Marney
Brickhouse. Men, women, children, and young adults can
join in! Mark your recipes for one of these 8 categories:
Appetizers/Beverages, Soup/Salad, Vegetable Side Dish,
Main Dish, Bread/Rolls, Desserts, Cookies/Candy, This and
That. Help to make this the best cookbook ever!

Summer is a planned time for vacations. However,
hunger never takes a vacation. We are grateful for
your increased food basket contributions during
the summer months. It will make summer days less
hungry days for our neighbors who need our help.
We are thankful. You keep our baskets filled up
with your loving food donations.
Jane & Will Hatcher

We welcome Susan Fournier as our new
administrative assistant (church secretary). If you
did not have the pleasure of meeting Susan at the
picnic, please stop by the church office to introduce
yourself.
Susan will be in the office Monday
through Friday from 8:30 a.m. – 1:30 p.m.

SERVING IN JUNE
Elders
June 7

Doug Dill, Shirley Yeatts

June 14

Andy Bradshaw, Ann Bradshaw

June 21

Chuck Walker, Joyce Allen

June 28

Ralph Hutton, Marney Brickhouse

Deacons
June 7

Hunter Gardner, Josh Fulgham,
Arnold Cooper, Denise Cooper

June 14

Andrew Pfister, Jane Vaught,
Harold Barker, Patty Barker

June 21

Tracey Creech, Kelsey Creech,
Harold McKeel, Carol Kerr

June 28

Linda Garrett, Marilyn Carr,
Val Mason, Steve Garrett

Church Family: Duie Brantley, Jesse Hall, Norm
Harbour, Ruby Jones, Naomi Marrow, Paulette
Moyce, Charlie, Helen, and Susan Pruitt.

Family and Friends: The women and men of our
Armed Forces, Jason Arthur (Lorraine Beasley’s son),
Mike & Betty Boley (Cleve Wright’s brother-in-law
and sister), Lt. Col. Bill Caple (friend of Andrew
Pfister), Scott Fykes (Charlie Boy’s nephew), Maurice
Godwin (friend of Gertie Duke), Ronald Hawthorne
(Pat Dressler’s brother), Carl Henley (friend of Cheryl
& Gene Johnson), Nelson Hobgood, Andrew Jebson,
Barbara Kendrick (Cheryl Johnson’s sister), Anne
Nigh (Dana Rothermel’s cousin), Iris Reeder (Nancy
Griffith’s sister), Family of Robin Reilly (friend of
Pastor Richard and Ann), Davonda Thomas (Michelle
Wright’s friend), and Dale Wallin (Bob Gustafson’s
cousin).

Deaconess

(Underlined, bold print indicates new person on the Prayer
List.)

Phyllis Taylor

NOTE: To add or remove a person’s name from the Prayer
List, please contact the church office: 757-566-8077.

Children’s Church
June 7

Skip Jensen & Chuck Walker

June 14

Skip Jensen & Chuck Walker

June 21

OPEN (Leader) & Marilyn Carr

June 28

OPEN (Leader) & Emily Dill
The Small Group will meet on Tuesday,
June 2nd, 2:00 p.m. at Bob & Barb Schmidt’s home
(220 Charleston Place, Williamsburg).
Dick & Betty Barber

PLEASE REMEMBER… all church purchases need
to be authorized ahead of time by the appropriate
officer or advocate, and can only be reimbursed by
the treasurer with a signed authorization (blue
slip). Please don’t order or purchase items for the
church without first getting approval.

Father’s Day – June 21st

Father's Day is a celebration honoring
fathers and celebrating fatherhood, paternal bonds,
and the influence of fathers in society. Many
countries, including the United States of America,
celebrate it on the third Sunday of June. The first
observance of a "Father's Day" was held on July 5,
1908, in Fairmont, West Virginia, in the Williams
Memorial Methodist Episcopal Church South, now

known as Central United Methodist Church. Grace
Golden Clayton was mourning the loss of her
father when, on December 1907, the Monongah
Mining Disaster in nearby Monongah killed 361
men, 250 of them fathers, leaving around a
thousand fatherless children. Clayton suggested
that her pastor, Robert Thomas Webb, honor all
those fathers.
Establishment of holiday.
In 1910, a
Father's Day celebration was held in Spokane,
Washington, at the YMCA by Sonora Smart Dodd,
who was born in Arkansas. Its first celebration
was in the Spokane YMCA on June 19, 1910. Her
father, the Civil War veteran William Jackson
Smart, was a single parent who raised his six
children there. After hearing a sermon about
Jarvis' Mother's Day in 1909 at Central Methodist
Episcopal Church, she told her pastor that fathers
should have a similar holiday honoring them.
Although she initially suggested June 5, her father's
birthday, the pastors did not have enough time to
prepare their sermons, and the celebration was
deferred to the third Sunday of June. Several local
clergymen accepted the idea, and on 19 June 1910,
the first Father's Day, "sermons honoring fathers
were presented throughout the city."
A bill to accord national recognition of the
holiday was introduced in Congress in 1913. In
1916, President Woodrow Wilson went to Spokane
to speak in a Father's Day celebration and wanted
to make it official, but Congress resisted, fearing
that it would become commercialized.
U.S.
President Calvin Coolidge recommended in 1924
that the day be observed by the nation, but stopped
short of issuing a national proclamation. Two
earlier attempts to formally recognize the holiday
had been defeated by Congress. In 1957, Maine
Senator, Margaret Chase Smith, wrote a proposal
accusing Congress of ignoring fathers for 40 years
while honoring mothers, thus "[singling] out just
one of our two parents".
In 1966, President
Lyndon B. Johnson issued the first presidential
proclamation honoring fathers, designating the
third Sunday in June as Father's Day. Six years
later, the day was made a permanent national
holiday when President Richard Nixon signed it
into law in 1972.
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The “bold and underlined” letters above spell
FATHER.
Just as our earthly fathers do these
things for their children; you also have a Heavenly
Father who wants to do all of these things for you.
After all, God is who earthly fathers use as their
example!

Children’s Story: Father's Day

PRAYER: Heavenly Father, help us to live so that
others can tell by our lives that we are your
children. We thank you for our fathers. Help us to
show our love to our fathers, and always remember
to thank you, our heavenly Father. In Jesus' name
we pray. Amen.

Father's Day
Father’s Day, is on Sunday, June 15th. Will
you give your father a card or a present for Father’s
Day? Some cards say, “Dad, I love you!” Do you
think your Dad likes to hear you tell him that you
love him? Of course he does! So be sure you say
“I love you, Dad” every day.
Sometimes you hear people say, “You look
just like your Dad”. Just as we look like our earthly
fathers, we should also look like our Heavenly
Father. The Bible tells us that people should be
able to look at us and tell that we are children of
the Heavenly Father. The Bible says that we were
created in the image of God. It also says that we
should let our light shine so that others will see our
good works and glorify our Father in heaven.
Dads are…
FORGIVING: even when we disobey or do
something wrong.
ATTENTIVE: always willing to listen to
what we have to say.
TEACHERS: teach us the most important
lessons of our life; they teach us right from wrong,
and teach us by example how to love one another.
HELPFUL: help us to make the important
decisions each day, offer advice, or may just be a
good listener, but he’s always there to help us.
ENERGETIC: no matter how tired he is,
Dad always seems to find the energy to do things
with us and for us.
READY: always ready to reach out in love
to us. He is ready to do whatever we need.

Genesis 1:27 –God created man in his own image,
he made them…male and female.

Listen, my sons, to a father's instruction; pay
attention and gain understanding. Proverbs

4:1
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Bible School 2015
WHAT:

Is Coming!!!

It’s Cool in the Furnace

Daniel and his buddies, Shadrack, Meshach and Abednego, are sent into a blazing furnace by King
Nebuchadnezzar. What happens there is truly a miracle!

WHEN:
WHERE:

July 27 to July 31

TIME:

6:00 to 8:00 pm

OBCC

Dinner will be at 6:00 followed by classes and activities from 6:30 – 8:00 pm
Classes will be held for preschoolers age 3 to those entering kindergarten, grades K – 2, 3 – 5th graders,
middle schoolers, and high schoolers, there will also be an adult class. A nursery will be provided for
volunteers whose children are under 2 years old.
HOW TO REGISTER:
Fill out the form below and return it to the church office or just drop it in the
offering plate on Sunday morning.
_________________________________________

Bible School 2015
Name ___________________________________________________
Address _________________________________________________
Phone number ___________________________________________
Class (Please circle) Preschool (age 3) to those entering kindergarten)
Students who have completed grades K – 2,
Students who have completed grades 3 – 5,
High School

Middle school,

Adult

Parent name _________________________________________
Phone number if different from above ______________________________
Church affiliation _______________________________________________
In case of an emergency is there another person we can contact?
Name __________________________________ Number_______________
Allergies_______________________________________________________
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