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Part of the Plan 
 
There are some passages of scripture which 

we tend to recite over and over again, seeking the 
security they give.  Romans 8:28 is one I take great 
comfort in.  It goes like this: “And we know that for 
those who love God all things work together for 
good, for those who are called according to his 
purpose.”  I often need this reminder, when things 
around me seem to be, at best, not working to my 
satisfaction, at worst, flat out falling apart.  Dan 
Fogelberg described it this way: “I have these 
moments, all steady and strong, I'm feeling so 
holy and humble.  The next thing I know, I'm all 
worried and weak, and I feel myself starting to 
crumble.”  My faith that God is working out all 
things can be sorely tested.  So I am thankful for the 
‘God-moments,’ unexpected surprises that affirm 
to me that while I might not be able to see how God 
is at work, I can trust that I am part of the plan.  

 
My God-moment happened this week.  

Back when Carole Kerr and I were choosing which 
of the Rob Bell DVDs to use in our Wednesday 
Night study, we debated over using the one called 
“Rich.”  We placed it aside, deciding to go with 
another one.  But two weeks ago we decided to 
combine two on the final night, so “Rich” was back 
in the order to be used. That order was for 
Wednesday, May 6. Then Landa Simmons 
informed me that Dr. Henry from the Christian 
Hospital of Mungeli, one of the missions supported 
by the Christian Church, and well-loved by our 
congregation, would be in Williamsburg for a 

couple of days – one of which was May 6.  And 
then the plan came together.  Who better to help us 
understand being rich, then Dr. Henry who works 
with the poorest of the poor in India?   So Dr. 
Henry will be with us on May 6, and contribute to 
our discussion, as we confront what it means to be 
rich. 

 
Please join us on Wednesday evenings.   We 

all need assurance that we are part of God’s plan. 
And sometimes that assurance comes being with 
your brothers and sisters in faith, standing, 
praying, and embracing each other.  And as old 
Dan put it, “And one day we'll all understand.”  

So let it be.  Amen! 
 

Blessings, 
Pastor Richard 

 

 
 

 

 
Memorial Day—May 25, 2015 
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Report of the April 14 Board Meeting 
  
 Pastor Richard expressed his appreciation 
of the strong congregational support of the Lenten 
services shared with other churches in the Norge 
and Toano areas, and his gratitude for all who 
worked so hard to make the Easter activities in our 
church so special. 
 Six new members joined our fellowship: 
Dwayne, Rhonda, Kacie, and Kylee Davis on Palm 
Sunday and Robbie and Cindy Robertson on Easter 
Sunday.  Get to know them and help them to feel a 
part of our life together.  
 Our Pastor and Carole Kerr are conducting 
a dynamic, highly attended Family Night program 
during the next few Wednesdays.   
 Christy Jensen and Marney Brickhouse 
agreed to provide leadership to develop a new 
ministry in support of caregivers of loved ones 
with Alzheimer’s.   
 An Automated External Defibrillator Device 
(AED) is now installed in our worship Center and 
another in the Education Center.  Ralph Hutton 
provided training on the devices to all elders, and 
is scheduled to train deacons, and anyone else that 
may be interested, in the near future.   
 The Facilities Improvement Team continues 
to work with Guernsey-Tingle on concepts for 
enhancing the ambiance and functionality of our 
worship center.   
 The Board approved sending our budgeted 
contributions to the Virginia Disciples Fund in 
lump sum.  This supports the Region and the 
General Church ministries in their program 
planning for the remainder of the year.   
 The personnel committee updated the 
employment contract for the Church Secretary 
position.  They will soon recommend someone to 
fill the position to the Board. The committee also 
created several new forms, such as an Application 
for Employment, an Interview Form, and a 
Voluntary Resignation Form.  
 The Property Committee has completed 
several projects to include installing one 
defibrillator (AED) in the Worship Center and 

another one in the Education Center. New entry 
doors to the Worship Center are installed.  
Discussion is underway with a contractor to pour 
some concrete slabs for handicap parking, to lay a 
concrete walk between the slabs in front of the 
Education Center and the Worship Center 
sidewalks, and to connect all of the sidewalks 
around the Worship Center building.  
 On 5/31, Graduate and Teacher 
Recognition will be combined with the Fifth 
Sunday luncheon. 
 On 6/7, the Hagerstown Christian Church 
Choir will perform at the 11:00 a.m. service. 
 On 7/26, we will celebrate Christmas in 
July, as well as travel on the annual trip to 
Bumpass later in the day. 
 Steve Garrett was appointed by the Board to 
fill a vacated Deacon position.  Four other vacated 
positions are yet to be filled.  I believe that the Lord 
is prompting members of our family to step up to 
fill this need.   Please pray about this and do as you 
feel led. 
 The Lord is working in our midst in the 
above ways.  He is also working in the lives of 
others who minister in ways known only by them, 
the ones they serve and the Lord.  There’s a lot that 
the Lord can do through His church.  If you’re not 
engaged, ask the Lord for the light to see the niche 
that He has for you and for the prompting of His 
spirit to follow His direction in your life. 
 

Take care, 
Fred 

 
 

 

 
 The following scriptures will be used during the 
Sunday worship services in May.  The underlined 

passages are the primary passages for Pastor Richard’s 
sermons. 

 
May 3  Acts 8:26-40; 1 John 4:7-21 
May 10  John 15:9-17; Psalter 750 – Psalm 98 
May 17  Guest Speaker, Christina Saadah 

May 24  John 1: 26-27; Acts 2:1-21 
May 31  Guest Minister, Rev. Lee Parker 



 

Updates from the 
Program Planning Team Advocates 

 

 
 

“The Necessity of Evangelism” 
 

The Monday Morning Prayer Group was a 
little dismayed at the number of blank spaces left 
on the chart for the Maundy Thursday-Good 
Friday Prayer Vigil.  (Elaine Henk took it home and 
made phone calls until all the spaces were filled.)   
Kim Riffle suggested that some folks may be 
uncomfortable with the prospect of praying for a 
half-hour segment of time.  After reading from Max 
Lacado's book, BEFORE AMEN, where he called  
himself a card-carrying member of the PWA 
(Prayer Wimps Anonymous), I realized that many 
people feel inadequate in prayer. 

He says we are not the first to struggle with 
this issue of prayer.  The sign-up sheet for Prayer 
101 contains some familiar names: The apostles 
John, James, Andrew, and Peter.  Of all the 
questions that could have been asked of Jesus, like 
"how did you multiply that bread, or still that 
storm, or raise that person from the dead?", what 
they did request of Him was, "Lord, teach us to 
pray." (Luke 11:1 NIV).  Jesus gave stunning prayer 
promises: "Ask and it will be given to you" 
(Matthew 7:7 NIV); "If you believe, you will get 
anything you ask for in prayer" (Matt. 21:22 NCV); 
and in John 15:7 NCV, "If you remain in me and 
follow my teachings, you can ask anything you 
want, and it will be given to you". 

He led by example by going off alone to 
pray to His Father.  He prayed before He ate, He 
prayed for children, he prayed for His disciples, He 
even prayed for us.  And He prayed with tears. The 
Creator of the Universe felt compelled to PRAY! 

Our prayers need not be fancy, colorful 
words that may sound "holy".  Simple words are 
sweet music to the ears of our Father who longs to 
commune with us.  Max offers the following prayer 
to keep in your pocket as you pass through the day: 
Father, you are good.  I need help.  Heal me and 
forgive me.  They need help.  Thank you.  In Jesus' 
name, amen. 

As we develop a daily habit of prayer and 
Bible reading, our relationship with God will 

become second nature to us.  We'll soon discover 
we are praying "continually" as everything we see 
will bless us.  Examples: the first robin as he ushers 
in Spring, the smile of a baby that reveals two little 
bottom teeth, the sound of children happy at play, 
the loving hand of a nurse comforting a dying 
patient.  All reasons to offer up a simple "Thank 
You, Father!  I am blessed in abundance and it all 
comes from Your hand to mine."  When we hear a 
siren or see an ambulance we know someone, 
somewhere needs help from God before the first 
responders arrive.  Just say to the Father, "They 
need your help.  Thank you."  When someone you 
know is having surgery, pray for them as well as all 
who will be involved in the procedure (doctor, 
anesthesiologist, technicians, nurses, etc.).  When 
someone has died, pray that the Comfort of the 
Holy Spirit will give the family peace.  Last but not 
least, pray for our Pastor as he loving and 
unselfishly leads us. 

Now remove your membership from the 
PWA (Prayer Wimps Anonymous).  Next year let 
your name be first on the Prayer Vigil list!  And 
have a blessed day in prayer today and every day 
 

Prayerfully, in Jesus' name, 
Louise Smith 

PPT Evangelism Advocate 
 
 

 
 

Notes from the Wild Side…! 
 

We have made a Prayer Board in our room.  If 
you have a need for prayer, please write it down and we 

will pray for you.  The tags and tacks are in the upper 
part of the hutch, write your prayer out and place it on 

the board. 
 We will be hosting Backstage Productions’ 

performance of “Godspell” on Friday, May 1st at 7:00 

p.m. in the New Fellowship Hall.  We are happy to watch 
such talented kids perform a great musical.   

We will be meeting on May 3rd, 17th, and 31st 
 

Abby Matschke 

http://www.churchart.com/Subscriber/ViewImages.aspx?keywords=&entry_date=1/1/0001&image_type=,cl,ca,ph,ea,pp,bc&topic_id=266&image_source_id=&page=22#no


 

World Outreach and Mission 
at Olive Branch 

  
Our Easter offering to support the General 

Ministries of the Disciples of Christ was a 
wonderful demonstration of faithful stewardship 
on the part of the Olive Branch Congregation.  The 
total offering was over $3600.  Thank you for your 
generosity.  In May we will receive the third of our 
six annual special offerings to support new church 
starts.  The article below describes the details of this 
offering: 
 
The Pentecost movement is growing, contrary to 
expert opinion 
 
Pentecost Offering celebrated on Sundays, May 17 
and May 24 
Indianapolis, April 6, 2015 — Despite expert 
opinion, Hope Partnership for Missional 
Transformation declares that the Church is not 
dying, but is alive amid a thriving Pentecost 
movement.  Hope Partnership invites everyone to 
join this movement as the Christian Church 
(Disciples of Christ) celebrates the 2015 Pentecost 
Offering on Sundays, May 17 and May 24. 
 
“This year’s offering theme, new churches are 
growing in the light, focuses on the great progress 
Disciples are making in starting new churches and 
introducing more individuals to Christ, despite 
expert opinion that the Church is dying,” says 
Charlie Wallace, minister of New Church Strategies 
for Hope Partnership. “We are excited about the 
Pentecost Offering message this year, which 
emphasizes the importance of shining light in dark 
places, spreading the gospel and loving people 
back to life during challenging times,” he adds.  
 
“This year’s promotional materials include a 
Pentecost video that takes a unique approach to 
conveying the message that the Church is not dead, 
but rather that we are spreading the truth and light 
during challenging times,” says Wallace. The video 
was created and produced by Rev. Elizabeth Myer 
Boulton, founder and creative director of the SALT 
Project. Boulton, a former new church pastor, 
understands firsthand the significance of the 
Pentecost Offering. “I know that the contributions 
made to the Pentecost Offering enable new church 
pastors to share the gospel in communities 

throughout the United States and Canada,” says 
Boulton. 
 
Each year, the Pentecost Offering supports the 
Disciples new church movement by making it 
possible for the Church to recruit, assess, train and 
coach new church leaders. One half of the offering 
is dedicated to  each respective Region or Area 
where the offering is taken, while the other half is 
used by Hope Partnership to support new church 
ministry.  
 
“A gift to the Pentecost Offering helps inspire 
dreams, enables our new church pastors to develop 
clear vision and keeps the new church movement 
alive,” says Gilberto Collazo, president of Hope 
Partnership.  
 
 To date, the Pentecost Offering has supported the 
start of 850 new churches in the United States and 
Canada, spreading the gospel to more than 60,000 
individuals, who may not have had a relationship 
with God. Every week during worship, 28 
languages are spoken in Disciples congregations.  
 
“We are encouraging Disciples congregations to 
celebrate Pentecost Offering on Sundays, May 17 
and May 24 and to play the inspiring video during 
worship,” says Wallace. To learn more about the 
Pentecost Offering or to view the two-minute 
video, visit www.hopepmt.org. 
 

Jim and Carolyn Hunt 
PPT Outreach Advocates 

 
 
 
 

 

 
 

Wear RED to church on Pentecost 

Sunday 

May 24th 

http://www.hopepmt.org/


 

Blanket the World with Love 
 

 
 

Church World Service Blanket Sunday 
May 10th 

 With Mother’s Day approaching (Sunday, 
May 10th), you may sign up for purchasing a 
blanket in honor of or in memory of your loved 
ones and friends.  Forms will be included in the 
bulletins on Sunday, May 3rd.   In recognition of 
OBCC’s support of the “Tools & Blankets” Program 
of Church World Service, a blanket may be 
purchased for $5.00 each “In Honor Of” or “In 
Memory Of” your Mother, Grandmother, or another 
special person(s) in your life.  Order forms and 
checks (made out to Olive Branch Christian 
Church) or cash should be turned in no later than 
Monday, May 4th.  Please put your order and 
money in an envelope and place in the offering 
plate or turn in to the church office. 

 The “Blankets +” Program is a special 
mission opportunity to assist people in need 
around the world.  Each $5.00 donation for a 
blanket will let people know…”God is our refuge 
and strength, a very present help in trouble”.   
(Psalm 46:1). 

 In His Name, 
Sheila Yeatts 

 
 

 
 

WERE YOU THERE? 
 

MAUNDY THURSDAY—GOOD FRIDAY 
PRAYER VIGIL 2015 provided 48 opportunities to 
spend 30 minutes to an hour in prayer 
remembering the last day of our Savior’s suffering 

and death on the cross at Calvary.  What a Savior!   
Clay Harrison provided a beautiful sign-up 

poster and Louise Smith provided the prayerful 
setting for those who prayed at church. 

Someone was praying as part of the Olive 
Branch family at all times in the 24 hours.  I know 
what a blessing it is for all who participate.  Robbie 
Robertson commented that he and Cindy had 
signed up for an hour and it really wasn't nearly 
enough time.  My particular hour was from 3:00 to 
4:00 P.M.  And especially significant as Jesus died 
at the 3:00 P.M. hour.  Only once have I signed up 
for the middle of the night...now many years ago... 
but it provided an extra blessing to spend the wee 
hours of the morning in prayer.   

There's something about giving that time in 
concentrated prayer.  I thought of my daughter, 
Cherrine, who participated even though she lives 
on the other side of Virginia.  I thought of several of 
our shut-ins who prayed at home.  I thought of 
those who made that extra effort to be in God's 
house during the long night and through Friday up 
until the Friday night service. 

Pastor Richard had asked at the Maundy 
Thursday service if there was anyone we'd like to 
have with us around the communion table.  I could 
think of so many I know personally and then our 
whole church family, our community, our leaders, 
our country, and our world.  Remembering them 
all in prayer lifts the burden from us.  We are 
known as a praying church; let's keep it up all 
through the year. 

If you WEREN’T there in 2015, be sure to 
sign up early in 2016.  I promise you will be 
blessed! 

Prayerfully and thankfully, 
Elaine Henk 

 
 

 
 

May 3  Jensen Family 
May 10  Connie Cason 
May 17  AVAILABLE 
May 24  Gene & Cheryl Johnson 
May 31  AVAILABLE 
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Christian Women’s Fellowship 
  

What a beautiful time of year.  God's paint 
brush has been working overtime.  I know the 
pollen is distracting, but do take a moment and 
enjoy the view, especially around the church 
cemetery.  God is Good.  All the Time. 

Speaking of views, CWF will have its May 
meeting on the 4th at 6:30 p.m., at Kay Ainsworth's 
home on the river which has a spectacular view.  
Bring a dish to share and a friend, and enjoy the 
fellowship.  One of the subjects for discussion will 
be the CWF Retreat, which will be in Lynchburg, 
VA on June 5th thru 7th.  The theme is "Change" 
and Kay is the co-chairman of the event.  Please 
support Kay by registering to attend and you will 
be rewarded with a wonderful, spiritual 
experience, as well as time with others from OBCC 
who are attending.  We will be car-pooling to make 
it easier for everyone.  See Shirley, Kay, or me for 
registration forms. 

My special prayer this month is for those 
who have lost loved ones.  My comfort is knowing 
that our loved ones are with Lord in his beautiful 
heavenly home.  How awesome is that!!!!!! 

 
God be with you always.     

Marney Brickhouse 
CWF President 

 

CWF Tuesday Morning Circle:  The Tuesday 
morning circle met April 14th at Interlude, sixteen 
braved the rain and came for lunch, fellowship and 
to hear Elaine present us with another one of her 
interesting lessons, along with a lot of discussing. 
 It was so nice to have Cindy Robertson, our 
newest member of the church, and to have Kay 
back with us, and our honorary members:  Pastor 
Richard, Clay Harrison, Josh Fulgham and Kevin 
Waid. 
 Our next meeting will be May 12th.  All are 
invited. 

Donna Haulsee 

 
 

MAY BIRTHDAYS 
01 Ruby Jones 

03 Connie Cason 
07 Ginny Hammack 
08 Donna Haulsee 
10 Michael Heslink 
12 Christina Jones 
13 Sarah Allred 
14 Susan Pruitt 
16 Duie Brantley 
17 Vicki Anderson 
20 Lauren Morse 
22 Evan Martin 
23 Katherine Jones 
24 Elizabeth Poland, Richard Thiel 
25 Kimberly Bartley 
27 Curtis Morse 
29 Randy Houchens 
30 Kim Trexler, Meredith Trexler 

 

 
 

24 Dick & Betty Barber 

 
Special Guests At Olive Branch in May 

 
 During May we will have two special guests 
during our worship services. On May 17th Christina 
Saadeh will bring a message centered around her 
experience as a missionary in Kenya. Christina is 
well-known by our older youth, and I encourage 
you to be present to meet this remarkable young 
woman. Then on May 31st our Regional Minister, 
Lee Parker, will be present to address the 
congregation. Lee is greatly appreciative of Olive 
Branch; and it will be good to have our Regional 
Minister bring us news of the Virginia Region and 
beyond. Please be in attendance that day! 

Pastor Richard 

file:///C:/subscriber/ViewImages.aspx
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New Project for the Deacons 
 

The Deacons are starting a new initiative to provide 

assistance to members of the congregation who could use  a 

little help.  Maybe running an errand, driving to an 

appointment, or a little help around the house.  We are here to 

serve…not just on Sundays.   Please let us know if you need 

assistance.   Contact me, or one of the deacons. 

Patty Barker 

 
 

 

 
 

Bells of Glory 
 

Our Bell Choir is practicing for their final 
performance before the summer break.  We will be 
playing the last Sunday in May. 

 I am so very proud of their 
accomplishments over this past year!  I thank every 
one of them for their dedication and enthusiasm!   I 
also especially thank my wife, Barb, as she is the 
one who does all of the bell assignments and that is 
not as easy task. 

I hope you, the congregation, have enjoyed 
our music over this past year!  Thank you! 

Regards, 
Bob Schmidt 

 
 

Dear Olive Branch Family, 
 Harold and I would like to thank the 
congregation for their cards, prayers, and 
condolences expressed to us at the passing of my 
uncle.  We have said many times; the Sunday we 
walked into Olive Branch to worship, it felt like 
home and this is the place we were meant to be.  
That Sunday years ago, we were blessed to 
discover such a wonderful church Family. 

Harold and Patty Barker 
 
 

A big “thank you” to everyone who helped 
and participated in our Easter services:  the 
Worship Committee, choir, bells, flowers, Andy 
Bradshaw, and especially Josh Fulgham, who was 
willing to step out of the box and help spread the 
message of Jesus (picture below).  There is a lot of 
planning to fit into a short amount of time.  I think 
we were successful!    Happy summer. 

Diana Love 

PPT Worship Chair 
 
 

 
Josh Fulgham as Jesus 

 
Photo by Irma Gustafson 
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Easter Sunrise at Olive Branch (April 5, 2015) 

 
Photo by Irma Gustafson 

 

 
 

ANNUAL CHURCH PICNIC 
 

Our Annual Church Picnic will be held on 
the 5th Sunday in May (May 31st), following the 
11:00 a.m. worship service.  Since this is a “5th 
Sunday”, there will be only the one service.   Join 
your church family in the New Fellowship Hall for 
this special event.   At this time we will recognize 
our high school, college, and any other graduates, 
so let Pastor Richard know their names.   Also, we 
will take a moment to recognize the people who 
have worked with our children and adults (during 
the previous year), through Sunday School, 
Children’s Church and other activities. 
 The church will provide chicken, hot dogs, 
and drinks.  We ask that you bring your favorite 
picnic side dish to share. 

 
 

 
 

GODSPELL 
 

Presented by 

Backstage Productions 

 

Friday, May 1st 

7:00 pm 

The New Fellowship Hall 

 

Our Youth Group is sponsoring this 

production.  Cost is $5.00, payable at the 

door.  The Backstage Productions cast is 

awesome…if you have not yet seen one of 

their performances, now is the time to 
attend.  Plan to bring your family and enjoy 

a wonderful musical offering by this 

outstanding & talented group of children, led 

by Naomi Marrow. 

 

 

 
Photo from their 2012 Godspell presentation. 

 
Photo by Irma Gustafson 
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SERVING  IN  MAY 
 

Elders 
May 3 Andy Bradshaw, Ann Bradshaw 
May 10 Chuck Walker, Joyce Allen 
May 17 Ralph Hutton, Marney Brickhouse 
May 24 Doug Dill, Sheila Yeatts 
May 31 Judy Eley, Donna Perger 

 
Deacons 

May 3 Andrew Pfister, Jane Vaught 
 Harold Barker, Patty Barker 
May 10 Tracy Creech, Kelsey Creech 
 Harold McKeel, Carole Kerr 
May 17 Linda Garrett, Maralyn Carr 
 Val Mason, Steve Garrett 
May 24 Richard Jones, Christina Jones 
 Skip Jensen, Kylie Rutherford 
May 31 Abby Matschke, Edie Larkin 
 Cleve Wright, Michelle Wright 

 
Deaconess 
Connie Cason 

 
Kids’ Club 

May 3 Denise Craft, Landa Simmons 
May 10 Denise Craft, volunteer needed 
May 17 Denise Craft, volunteer needed 
May 24 Denise Craft, volunteer needed 
May 31 Two volunteers needed 

 
 

 
 
Church Family:  Jesse Hall, Naomi Marrow, 
Paulette Moyce, and Susan Pruitt. 
 

Family and Friends:  The women and men of our 
Armed Forces, Ronald Hawthorne (Pat Dressler’s 

brother), Barbara Kendrick (Cheryl Johnson’s 
sister), 4 year old Ashton Howard and his parents 
Tim & Kathy Howard (grandson of Andy & Jeanne 
Bell), and Iris Reeder (Nancy Griffith’s sister). 
 
(Underlined, bold print indicates new person on the Prayer 
List.) 
 
NOTE:   To add or remove a person’s name from the Prayer 
List, please contact the church office: 757-566-8077. 
 
 

 

 

 
 

 The Small Group will meet on Tuesday, 
May 5th, 2:00 p.m. at Vickie Anderson’s home 
(18400 Richardson Road, Barhamsville). 

 
Dick & Betty Barber 

 
 
 

 
 
PLEASE REMEMBER… all church purchases need 
to be authorized ahead of time by the appropriate 
officer or advocate, and can only be reimbursed by 
the treasurer with a signed (blue slip) 
authorization.   Please don’t order or purchase 
items for the church without first getting approval. 
 
 

 
 

 An “updated” church directory will be 
available very soon.   If you know of any changes or 
additions, please contact the church office: 566-8077. 

http://www.churchart.com/subscriber/viewimages.aspx?keywords=prayers&entry_date=1/1/0001&image_type=,cl,ca,ph,ea,pp,bc#no


 

 
 
 

 
 
 
 It’s been nine+ years since I 
started working at Olive Branch 
Christian Church.   Sometimes it seems 
like I’ve just begun; sometimes it seems 
like I’ve been here a long time.   From 
the very beginning you welcomed me 
and made me feel at home; so much so 
that Olive Branch has become my second 
church family. 
  
 During these nine years, I’ve 
not only been your church secretary, but 
attended many church activities and 
made many friends.  Retiring has not 
been an easy decision for me…it’s going 
to be very difficult to leave you all.  But 
I do intend to “stay in touch”, and also to 
attend some church functions.   So I 
won’t be completely gone. 
  
 Thank you all for the wonderful 
memories I’ll carry with me.   I’ll miss all 
of you, especially Pastor Richard…what 
a blessing he is to me and to Olive 
Branch! 
 

Love and Blessings, 
Pat Dressler 

 
 

  

 
 
 
 

 

 
 

 
Mother’s Day – May 10th 

  
Mother's Day is a modern celebration 

honoring one's own mother, as well as 
motherhood, maternal bonds, and the influence of 
mothers in society.  The modern American holiday 
of Mother's Day was first celebrated in 1908, when 
Anna Jarvis held a memorial for her mother in 
Grafton, West Virginia. Her campaign to make 
"Mother's Day" a recognized holiday in the United 
States began in 1905, the year her beloved mother, 
Ann Reeves Jarvis, died.  Anna’s mission was to 
honor her own mother by continuing work she 
started and to set aside a day to honor mothers, 
"the person who has done more for you than 
anyone in the world".  Anna's mother, Ann Jarvis, 
was a peace activist who cared for wounded 
soldiers on both sides of the Civil War and created 
Mother’s Day Work Clubs to address public health 
issues. 

Due to the campaign efforts of Anna Jarvis, 
several states officially recognized Mother's Day, 
the first in 1910 being West Virginia, Jarvis’ home 
state.   

By the early 1920's, Hallmark and other 
companies started selling Mother's Day cards. 
Jarvis' intention for the holiday had been for people 
to appreciate and honor mothers by writing a 
personal letter, by hand, expressing love and 
gratitude to their Mothers. 

In 1914 Woodrow Wilson signed the 
proclamation creating Mother’s Day, the second 
Sunday in May, as a national holiday to honor 
mothers. 
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Show Your Love  

 

 This month is Mother’s Day; in fact it is on 
Sunday, May 10th.  Will you give your mother a 
card or a present for Mother’s Day?  Some cards 
say, “Mom, I love you!”   Do you think your 
mother likes to hear you tell her that you love her?  
Of course she does!  But do you know what your 
mother would like even more?  She would like for 
you to show her that you love her. 
 What are some ways you can show your 
mother that you love her?  Well, you might help 
out around the house.  You could clean your room 
or empty the trash.  You could show her that you 
love her by obeying her when she asks you to do 
something.  You can show her you love her by 
getting along with your brothers and sisters.  It is 
easy to tell your mom that you love her, but if you 
really love her, your actions will show it! 
 Do you think that God likes to hear us tell 
Him that we love Him?   Sure He does!  But He 
likes it even better when our actions show Him that 
we love Him.  How do we do that?  The Bible tells 
us that, “God showed His love for us by sending 
His Son so that we might live through Him.”   It 
goes on to say that, “since God loved us so much, 
we should love one another.”   One of the best 
ways to show our love for God is to love one 
another.”   Yes, God likes to hear us say, “I love 
you,” but He would rather see us say, “I love you.” 
 As we celebrate Mother’s Day, let’s tell 
Mom that we love her, but more important, let’s 
remember to show her that we love her.  And as 
we worship, let’s tell God we love him, but more 

important, let’s remember to show Him we love 
Him by loving one another. 
  

Bible Verse:   This is how God showed His love 
for us:  He sent his one and only Son into the 
world that we might live through him. This is 
love: not that we loved God, but that He loved us 
and sent His Son as an atoning sacrifice for our 
sins. Dear friends, since God so loved us, we also 
ought to love one another. And He has given us 
this command: Whoever loves God must also love 
his brother.  1 John 4:9-11, 21 (NIV) 

 

PRAYER: Dear Lord, we tell you, “I love 
you”, but help us to show you that we love you by 
our actions.   AMEN. 

  

 

 

 



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

mother 
loving 
caring 
patient 
wonderful 

special 
hugs 
kisses 
wise 
helper 

children 
special 
family 
homemaker 
beautiful 

kind 
giving 
friend 
parent 
holiday 
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