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What, We Only Have 28 Days?
For such a short month, February is filled to
the brim with activities and opportunities! Here are
just a few: Youth Chili Cook-Off, Installation
Sunday, Valentine’s Day Dinner, Donna Perger’s
Sunday Message, Shrove Tuesday Pancake and
Bingo Night, Ash Wednesday Ecumenical Service at
Stonehouse Presbyterian, a choral performance
from Emilio’s Jubilee Chorus – the fun just goes on
and on! In this newsletter you will find more details
about these events. I hope you will participate in
each and every one.
There are two I would like to lift up as
representing some of the strengths we share as
members of the Christian Church (Disciples of
Christ). On Sunday, February 15, Donna Perger will
bring the morning message at both services. Donna
is an Elder in our church, and has a message to share.
As Disciples we emphasize and celebrate the
ministry that all of us share, both clergy and lay
people alike. One of the marks of our ministry at
Olive Branch Christian Church has been our
emphasis on the ministry and leadership of elders.
Throughout our history we have been uniquely
blessed by the witness, commitment, and service of
men and women elders. I know that the message
that the Lord has placed upon Donna will be a
blessing to all in attendance.
The second of our February activities centers
on our Ecumenical Community Lenten Services. Six
local churches have come together to give witness to

the body of Christ by sharing and worshipping
together. Beginning with Ash Wednesday, and then
continuing until the Wednesday before Holy Week,
our congregations will join together at a different
church each week. Disciples have a long heritage of
openness to other Christian traditions. After all, our
very beginnings were in many ways a 19 th century
protest against denominational exclusiveness.
Wherever Disciples gather for worship, they are
involved in cooperative and ecumenical work. I
hope that you will take note of the schedule, in
particular March 4th, when Olive Branch will host
our Lenten worship.
Only 28 days to celebrate God’s blessings
and gifts! Let us make the most of them!
Blessings,
Pastor Richard

The following scriptures will be used during the
Sunday worship services in February. The underlined
passages are the primary passages for Pastor Richard’s
sermons.
February 1
February 8
February 15
February 22

Mark 1:21-28; Deuteronomy 18:15-20
1 Corinthians 9:16-23; Isaiah 40:21-31
Psalm 23
Genesis 9:8-17; 1 Peter 3:18-22

Minutes of Board Meeting
January 13, 2015
The first OBCC Board Meeting for 2015 was
held January 13th. New members of the Board
include Larry Smith-Trustee Chair, Andy
Bradshaw-Elder Chair, Patty Barker-Deacon Chair,
Missy Harbour-Personnel Committee Chair, and
Danny Pitts-Financial Secretary Chair.
Selected verses from Psalm 139 were read.
They testify that God is infinite, but also intimate. In
that intimacy, the Lord calls each person to Himself.
This means that our lives are not a passing memory
of what has been or a book waiting to be read. It is
the opening of closed eyes by the God, who creates,
who cares, who calls, who speaks. Lord, give us
eyes to see, ears to hear, and the passion to follow
you during our journey toward you this year.
The Pastor praised all of the activities during
the Advent and Christmas seasons: the outdoor live
nativity; the two Christmas Eve worship services;
the beautiful cantata presented by the choir and that
of the bell and chime choirs; the beautiful banners
and Christmas decorations both inside and outside
the sanctuary; the $4500.00 raised for the Christmas
offering in support of Regional Ministries; the
elegant Christmas dinner served to the District 9
ministers and their spouses.
He also expressed appreciation for the recent
installation of a Mitsubishi heat pump in the kitchen
of the fellowship hall; the progress made by our
Facilities Improvement Committee; and the
dedicated service of Fiona Lang, Kim Riffle, Richard
Bradshaw, and Elna Pitts. Richard continues to be
grateful to the entire congregation for our continued
support of his family and himself.
One new member, Joyce Neal, joined our
faith community so far this year.
$7,872.78 was carried over from 2014 into the
2015 funding. However, to support the increase in
the budget for 2015, an increase of $2000 per month
in offerings is required to meet our ministry goals.
Joyce Allen and Lorraine Beasley are new
members of the Financial Secretaries Team.
Members of the Personnel Committee are Jack
Heslink, Paula Thacker, and Elna Pitts.

Cost estimates have been received to extend
the walkway from the ramp at the Fellowship Hall
to the ramp in front of the church. In the Education
building, the upstairs room used by the Adult
Sunday School Class has been expanded and the
lights improved, and the Board approved
expenditure of $2300.00 to paint the room. Cost
estimates have been received to replace the carpets
in that classroom room and in the hall. The doors
for the front of the sanctuary are scheduled to be
installed in January.
4,200 individual items were donated to St.
Olaf’s food pantry last year.
Guernsey-Tingle is preparing cost estimates
for the concepts discussed at our last Annual
Congregation Meeting.
The AES Consulting
Engineering Firm is preparing an analysis of the site
work requirements and costs associated with each
concept.
A comprehensive schedule has been set for
all activities planned for the next 3 months.
Improvement of the structure of Children’s Church
program has begun.
The damage to the Hubbard Plots in the
cemetery on the Norge side of our church caused by
a recent accident has been repaired at no expense to
the church.
Our Pastor challenged each officer and
program of Olive Branch to expand our mission
activity within and without our congregation. I
believe the Lord is calling us through Richard to
follow Him. Lord, give ALL OF US eyes to see, ears
to hear, and the passion to follow you during our
journey towards you this year.
Take care,
Fred

Update from the
Program Planning Team Advocates
“The Necessity of Evangelism”

A part of Evangelism is, to me, the growing
of our faith as Christians so that we are able to be
bolder in our witness to others because of our
relationship with Christ. One of the ways we grow
our spiritual selves is through prayer and the close
relationship to our Heavenly Father it affords. The
reason I initiated a prayer group in this church soon
after I was asked to be Evangelism Advocate is
because I believe in the power of corporal prayer.
We have seen evidences of its fruitfulness in our
midst. Those of us who participate on Mondays
have grown, I believe, in our relationship to each
other and to our Lord.
Not too long ago, my son called me in tears.
The doctors had told him and his wife that it was
time to share with their seventeen year old son,
Trevor, just what his life expectancy is. He has
Duchenne's Muscular Dystrophy and his heart is
only "working" at 20%. His question to me was,
"Mom, how do I tell my son he is dying?"
Thankfully having never experienced that myself, I
said, "Bud, I do not know but I will pray that God
will give you the answer you are seeking." I
immediately went, on my knees, to God's throne
room and pled with Him to give Bud and Amy
answers. Next, I sent an email to this church and to
all my prayer-warrior friends outside our church,
asking all to join with my family in prayer. Many
responded with supporting notes of love, assuring
me of their fervent prayers.
I want to share with you how our Father
answered our prayers. Trevor had decided before
the end of the last school year that his senior paper
that was to be written in the fall, would be about his
disease. The internet provided him with the
information he needed for his paper, as well as the
information the doctors wanted Bud and Amy to
share with him concerning his life expectancy (late
teens to early/mid-twenties). This provided Trevor
with the questions he wanted answers to, making it
easier for Bud and Amy to navigate this difficult
conversation. Because he has not walked since he
was 12 years old, his upper body is losing strength
and movement, and he takes heart medication daily,
he was aware that his disease was serious. He just
did not realize that the end of his life was so near.
Some years ago, our oldest daughter, his Aunt Teri,
told him that when he gets to heaven and sees Jesus,
he will be able to run to Him. This has always
seemed to comfort him.
So, why do I share this story with you in this

space? There are multiple reasons. First, God
answers our prayers and draws us closer to Himself.
Prayer strengthens our faith and enables us to
encourage each other.
Evangelists share the
message of the hope that Jesus provides. For those
who never hear about the love and saving grace of
God through Jesus Christ, don't have faith to draw
on during difficult times in their lives. Everyone
faces challenges, heartache, sorrow; thus, everyone
needs to hear the truth of the Gospel so that they,
like Trevor, can run to see Jesus.
Let us be runners for Jesus, carrying His love
to a hurting world, introducing them to a healing
Savior, the Lord Jesus Christ.
I love you, in Jesus' name,
Louise Smith
PPT Evangelism Advocate

There’s Always Room for More
The Adult Sunday School classroom on the
main floor of the Education/Fellowship building
has recently been enlarged, so there is plenty of
room for new members. That class is currently
studying the books of Nehemiah and Ezra. If you
are not currently participating in Sunday School,
consider joining a class in the New Year. All are
welcome, from novices to scholars. Try both of the
adult classes to see which best meet your needs and
fits your style. You will enjoy the fellowship as well
as the Bible study.

We practice on Thursday evenings at 7:00 p.m.
All those who are interested are welcome!
Bob Schmidt
Director, Bells of Glory

Together, we can achieve a fair balance, bringing
about a world the way God intended it to be.
Jim and Carolyn Hunt
PPT Mission and Outreach Advocates

Week of Compassion Offering
February 15th and 22nd
It’s that time of year again when we are
given the marvelous opportunity to share in the
abundance of needs of our sisters and brothers by
contributing to Week of Compassion. By the grace
of God, all of us have the power to give, and the gifts
we give make the world more the way God intended
it to be—a place where everyone has what they
need. Together, we can achieve a fair balance on this
planet we all share, giving right back to God what
God has so richly bestowed upon us.
The Apostle Paul modeled this ecumenical
offering in his Second Letter to the Corinthians,
making an appeal to the early Christian
communities to respond to those in Jerusalem who
had just experienced a devastating famine. Thus,
Paul’s ecumenical, church-wide offering was not
only practical in leveraging funds so they could
make the most impact, together, but it was also one
of the first visible expressions of the early Church’s
unity in Christ. This offering, or ministry, was a way
for Paul to model the unity of all believers and to
provide a pragmatic mechanism for demonstrating
their care and concern for one another—even if they
did not know each other personally. Just as we do
through Week of Compassion.
The Week of Compassion offering reaches
those near and far, sometimes changing the life of
someone in distress in your own congregation or
community, and at other times impacting the lives
of those we may never meet but who are in
desperate need of our compassion and generosity.
God provides the gifts and resources so that we can
give back. It’s not the size of the gift that matters;
it’s that we give of what we have. We’re simply
giving back to God what is already God’s—and
everyone has a gift to bring!
As the Church in the world, through Week of
Compassion, we have the opportunity to act in one
accord as the body of Christ, to ensure that all of
God’s children have what they need. This is the
offering that Paul was promoting, and this is still our
ecumenical ministry, all these centuries later.

Almost Heaven Connection
(Clothing Ministry Update)
The Almost Heaven Connection continues to
gather, sort, and distribute clothing in the
community. We have really been busy this fall and
expect needs to rise this winter. Winter clothing
distributions have already been held in several
locations including Burnt Ordinary.
Are you ready to clean out closets? Icy days
are perfect for closet cleaning! Clothing donations
can be dropped off in the children's classroom any
time the church is open.
Thank you to Emily Dill, Nola Graves, Laura
Jessee, Missy Harbour, and Edie Larkin. This
ministry could not happen without their help! If you
need more information or would like to help sort
clothing, call me.
Emily Friend

Valentine Food Bouquets
Would you like to receive a special Valentine
this year? The truth is, it has already been sent to us.
It was sent special delivery two thousand years ago
by way of God’s only begotten Son, Jesus Christ. On
February 14th, Valentine’s Day, we send cards,
flowers or a box of special sweet treats to recognize
those family or friends who are special Valentines in
our lives. During the month of February, when you
recognize those special Valentines in your life, let

them know you have made a food bouquet donation
to OBCC food sharing baskets. On February 8 th, at
the Annual Chili Cook-Off, would be an ideal time
to make your Valentine Food Bouquet donation to
the OBCC food baskets in honor of your special
Valentines.
Our food sharing program offers us the
opportunity to sacrifice our wants for the needs of
others. Let us reboot Valentine’s Day/the month of
February as generosity month. Let us make it about
love, food bouquets and connecting with needy
families in our community. We know when we
place our food bouquets in the food baskets it lifts
our spirits, recognizes those special valentines in our
lives and honors God in all we do in the lives of
families in need of daily bread.
Thanks be to God for your generous
donations to out OBCC food sharing program.
Jane & Will Hatcher

8th:
8th:
12th:
17th:
18th:

FEBRUARY BIRTHDAYS
08
09
11
12
13
16
18
22
23
24
25
26
27
28
29

Charles Pruitt, Barbara Thiel
Andy Bell, Norm Harbor, Bob Key
Madison Elam
Beverly Walker
Kelsey Creech
Bob Schmidt
Barbara Nicholson
Doug Haulsee, John Savage
Barbara Schmidt
Steven Ainsworth, Tonya Meadows,
Andrew Pfister
Virginia Dare Waltrip
Rosa Griffin, Gail Key
W. Steve Garrett
Tracey Hutton, David Waltrip, Jr.
Dick Ivy

(No Anniversaries This Month)

19th:

25th:

Installation Sunday
Chili Cook-Off (following the
11:00 a.m. worship service)
Disciples Men are hosting their
Annual Valentine’s Dinner
(New Fellowship Hall at 6:00 p.m.)
Shrove Tuesday Pancake Dinner
and BINGO! (New Fellowship
Hall at 6:30 p.m.)
Ash Wednesday Worship Service
(at Stonehouse Presbyterian
Church at 7:00 p.m.
Church Dinner (New Fellowship
Hall at 6:30 p.m.) - Special
Program – Emilio Pesante’s Jubilee
Chorus!
Lenten Worship (at Mt. Vernon
Methodist Church in Toano at
7:00 p.m.)

Monday, February 16th
(Office Closed)

God's presence is all around us and his spirit
is within us. My prayer for all is that each and every
day brings you closer to Him and that you will take
comfort in knowing that he cares so much for each
and every one. Blessings to all.
Marney Brickhouse
CWF President

Christian Women’s Fellowship
After all the holiday activities in late
November and December, it is very nice to have the
quiet months of January and February. Perhaps it
gives all of us time to regroup, recharge, reflect, and
enjoy the New Year and just a little snow.
For the Virginia chapter of CWF it is a time
for change. The annual retreat this year will be in
June (5th thru 7th) instead of October, and will be
held in Lynchburg instead of Blackstone. This is an
excellent opportunity to travel together, learn more
about each other, and enjoy a wonderful spiritual
weekend with our Christian sisters from all over the
state. Please contact me if you would like more
information or to make a reservation.
In keeping with making a change, we are
going to have a Spring Brunch here at the church in
the New Fellowship Hall at 10:00 AM on Saturday,
March 14th, and we hope to have all of our Olive
Branch sisters, as well as friends, join us. It is my
hope to share the enthusiasm and love of all of the
many activities of stewardship, missionary projects,
and Christian outreach that our CWF ladies
participate in. Perhaps something will touch your
heart and you will want to be a part of one of them.
In God's house there is always room for another
helper. Please mark this day on your calendar and
come and join us.
Stopping human trafficking has been the
focus of the national CWF for the past several years.
It is very comforting to know that anyone can help
in ways large and small. We are hoping to expand
our current outreach in this area and join with others
to make a difference. I would ask for prayers of
encouragement so that this may come to fruition.

Notes from the Wild Side…!
We are starting the year off with our Chili
Cook Off on February 8th, just after the 11:00 a.m.
worship service. This is a fun event that allows
everyone to sample different recipes.
We’re looking into what we want to
accomplish this year. We hoping to get decorate our
room; looking into a mission trip; going on a retreat;
attending Winter Jam; and fund raisers.
We will be meeting on 2/8 and 2/22.
Abby Matschke

February 1
February 8
February 15
February 22

Available
Sheila Yeats
Keeta Hodson
Naomi Marrow

2014 Advent Postscripts:

sanctuary building on Wednesday, February 4,
at 5:30 p.m., for a chance to try them out and see
if you might enjoy playing with others of
varying ages and abilities. Reading music
scores is not a requirement – just a willingness
to try them out prior to organizing our 2015
chime choir.
Feel free to give me a call at (757) 2340774.

Irma Gustafson

Inter-G Chimers: “Just chillin’ in narthex for
marchin’ orders!: L to R: Andrew Pfister, Skip
Jensen, Patricia Allred.

From: Rev. Diane Snowa
We have successfully moved into The Forum
at Brookside, a Senior Living Facility. We have a
villa (or patio home) which is 1/3 the size of our
home. Hopefully, I will adjust.
New Address: 161 Edgewood Way
Louisville, KY 40243

Inter-G Chimers: Processional chime-in: Tracy
Creech, Emily Lang, Joyce Allen, Skylar Jensen,
Haley Creech

NO, THOSE CHIMES YOU WILL SOON
BE HEARING ARE NOT AVON
CALLING!

Our Intergenerational Handchime Choir
will soon be regrouping. If you think you might
be interested in playing one or two of our handchimes, come and join us upstairs in the

December 31, 2014
We thank you for your generous donation of
$215.98 to The Salvation Army of Greater
Williamsburg.
Sadly, many of our neighbors are living on
the edge of poverty and are really struggling to put
food on the table, and heat their homes. Children
face difficult times…and parents are losing hope.
Because of friends like you, The Salvation Army is
able to help the less fortunate in our community.’
Your generosity makes a big difference to
these hurting families. Thank you again and may
God bless you.
Sincerely,
Captain Roger Hasty
Corps Officer, Williamsburg Corps

SERVING IN FEBRUARY
Elders
February 1
February 8
February 15
February 22

Bob Key, Gail Key
Chuck Walker, Marney Brickhouse
Andy Bradshaw, Ann Bradshaw
Ralph Hutton, Marney Brickhouse

Deacons
February 1

Hunter Gardner, Josh Fulgham
Arnold Cooper, Denise Cooper

February 8

Andrew Pfister, Dean Farr
Harold Barker, Patty Barker

February 15

Tracy Creech, Kelsey Creech
Harold McKeel, Carole Kerr

February 22

Linda Garrett, Maralyn Carr
Val Mason, Jane Vaught

Deaconess
Edie Larkin

Kid’s Club
February 1
February 8
February 15
February 22

Christy Jensen, Skylar Jensen
Need Two Volunteers
Need Two Volunteers
Landa Simmons,

Church Family:

Becky Allred, Michael Ayers,
Betty Barber, Judy Biggs, Duie Brantley, Phyllis
Gardner, Donna Garrett, Jesse Hall, Shirley
Harrison, Lena Jeffries, Ruby Jones, Evelyn Kirby,
Naomi Marrow, Jeanette McWilliams, Paulette
Moyce, Susan Pruitt, Betty Speegle, Peter Stinely,
Ellen Sullivan, Sarah Waid, and Virginia Dare
Waltrip.

Family and Friends: The women and men of our
Armed Forces, Priscilla Bingham, Michael and Betty
Boley (Cleve Wright's brother-in-law), Holle Bonilla
(David & Carol Pitts’ daughter), Cathy Castle, (Roy
and Ellen Sullivan's friend), Betty Darling (Gertie
Duke’s sister), John & Virginia Davis (Pat Allred’s
friends), Cindy Garrett (Mike Garrett’s niece), Katie
Graves, Gail Hawthorne (Pat Dressler’s sister-inlaw), Ronald Hawthorne (Pat Dressler’s brother),
Marian Hughes (Norm Larkin’s sister), Jean Keeton,
(Janet Fletcher’s sister), Mary Lebou (Michelle
Wright’s sister), Billy Martin, Mark McGee, Joe
Palentino, Linda Patten (Keeta Hodson’s friend),
Linda Paturtel, Jimmy Pitts (Danny Pitts’ brother),
Bud Smith (Larry & Louise Smith’s son), Trevor
Smith and his family (Larry & Louise Smith’s
grandson), Jane and Hobart Speegle, Elaine Vogel
(Taylor Cline’s aunt), Linwood Waltrip (Ruby Jones’
son-in-law), Brenda Wright, and Julia and her
family.
(Underlined, bold print indicates new person on the Prayer
List.)
NOTE: To add or remove a person’s name from the Prayer List,
please contact the church office: 757-566-8077.
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It is with great joy that we share the news that The Rambo Committee has been
awarded a $600,000 grant from US Aid's (US Agency for International
Development) ASHA (American Schools and Hospitals Abroad) program!! The
Rambo Committee is a non-profit established in 1923 to support the work of the
Christian Hospital in Mungeli, India where our friends Drs. Teresa and Anil Henry
serve.

In 2012, Dr. Anil Henry first visited Olive Branch Christian
Church. When he returned to the states in 2014, he
Dr. Anil
returned again to share the message of all the exciting
Henry
work being done by him and his wife at our Global
Ministries hospital in Mungeli.
This grant will be used to establish a women's clinic in Mungeli. The infant
mortality rate in this rural area is disproportionately high due to lack of education
and treatment. Also, women of this area often try to deliver alone or with an
untrained person. It is generally only after the laboring mother is in severe
distress that she is brought to the hospital. This award will be used to:








Build a new maternity ward for recovery and treatment after delivery
Build a neo-natal ICU with lifesaving equipment
Build a labor room for women in labor. One dedicated solely for moms with
Hepatitis B and/or HIV
Provide a mobile clinic to travel into the community providing education and prenatal care
Build a health education room
Build an operating room for women suffering from acute conditions and
complications from labor
Build an ICU room for women suffering from acute complication from delivery
One condition of the grant is that the Rambo Committee provide the additional
$97,370 needed to complete the building of these projects and procure the
equipment as spelled out in the grant application. (It's amazing what $697,370
can buy in rural India!) Anyone who has applied for a government grant knows
this was an arduous process and we couldn't be more thankful for the fruitful
results!
If you would be interested in a visit to the hospital, please contact Landa
Simmons, Olive Branch member, and Executive Director of the Rambo
Committee, Inc. She and Ann Bradshaw currently are planning a visit in August
of 2015. For more information about the hospital, please visit
www.chmungeli.org

The Olive Branch

Children’s Story
Fishing for People
Do you enjoy fishing? Have you ever caught
a fish? Fishing is a great sport, and if you have ever
been fishing and have caught a fish, you know that
there is a great feeling of excitement when you catch
a fish. One of the things that make fishing such a
great sport is that it doesn't matter if you are young
or old or if you are a girl or a boy -- you can still be
good at fishing.
What does it take to be good at catching fish?
First of all, you need to have the right equipment.
You can't just get piece of string, put a hook on it,
and tie it on the end of a stick and expect to catch
very many fish, can you? No! You will need a rod
and reel. The next thing you need to know is that
you can't sit around talking with your friends about
fishing or reading fishing magazines and expect to
catch any fish. You have to go where the fish are to

catch fish. Finally, if you want to be good at fishing,
you must learn patience. Sometimes the fish just
aren't biting.
One day Jesus was walking along the
seashore when he saw two brothers named Peter
and Andrew. Jesus knew that they made their living
by fishing, so he called out to them, "Follow me, and
I will show you how to fish for people!" Do you
know what they did? They laid down their fishing
nets and followed Jesus.
Jesus wants you and me to fish for people
too. That means that he wants us to tell others about
what he has done for us and what he wants to do for
them. What does it take to be a fisher of people?
First, we need to have the right equipment.
We need to know what the Bible teaches and learn
how to share it with others.
Next, we need to remember that we can't just
sit around reading the Bible and talking about fishing
for people and expect to bring them to Jesus. We have
to go out where the people are and tell them about
Jesus.
Finally, we must learn patience. Everybody we
tell about Jesus isn't going to believe. Some people just
won't be interested, but we can't give up. We just have
to keep telling people about Jesus, and let Jesus take
care of the rest. If we will do these things, we can really
become “fishers of people” like Jesus wants us to be.
If you think there is a great feeling of excitement in
catching a fish, just imagine how exciting it must be to
bring someone to Jesus!
LET US PRAY: Dear Jesus, help us to become fishers
of people. Help us to tell others what you have done
for us -- and what you want to do for them. Amen.

Jesus called out to them, "Come, be my
disciples, and I will show you how to fish for
people!" Mark 1:17

Will YOU put
YOUR Compassion
into Action ? !
?
Week of Compassion Special Offering
February 15 - 22, 2015
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