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Christ Town 
 

Just before Christmas Noel, Taylor and I 
spent an afternoon in Christmas Town at Busch 
Gardens. My last visit, years ago, was less than 
memorable other than vague recollections of 
standing in a long line to see penguins and of being 
cold.  I don’t know if I was more receptive this year, 
or the park was better decorated, or the live 
performance showed better, but I was   glad I went.  
Amazingly, I enjoyed it!  The weather was cold, but 
not overly so.  It threatened to rain, but did so only 
when we were walking to the parking lot to leave.  
Being with my daughters certainly contributed. 
Perhaps it was a combination of all of the above, 
spiced up with incredible singers and actors, and 
religious songs constantly playing from speakers 
throughout the park.  It truly was a Holiday Day 
Greeting Card come alive! I even left humming 
some favorite Christmas songs! 

 
Our church decorations and celebrations 

presented the season equally as well. Our 
Chrismon Tree with its new decorations; our 
banners on all the walls of the church; the two 
beautiful homemade banners over the communion 
table; the garland, wreaths, and lights that adorned 
the sanctuary; the outdoor nativity stable; the 
music presentations from our choirs: choral, bells, 
and chimes; and thousands of cookies and gallons 
of apple cider – all brought to life the spirit of 
Christmas, centered upon the gift of the Christ-
child.   It was Christ Town come alive!  

But of course, with Christmas Town it’s all 
a show. Soon the park will be empty again, the fake 
snow taken down, the Christmas lights removed, 
the speakers silent, the theaters dark.  The spirit of 
Christmas Town will be packed away until 
November.  And soon our church decorations will 
be packed away, the Chrismons boxed up, the 
banners hung in the sacristy, the stable returned to 
its resting place behind the picnic pavilion, and the 
Christ Candle extinguished until a new Advent 
season arrives. And even though they sound 
similar, there is a huge difference between 
Christmas Town and Christ Town: one is an 
illusion of a perfect holiday season, the other a 
community of faith that bears witness to the real 
and perfect gift that is Christmas.  As believers we 
are the recipients of the incarnation, when God 
became flesh and entered our world and our lives 
as the light that shines with such power that no 
darkness can overcome it.  This light of the world 
cannot be packed away nor put out of sight! Within 
us lives the glory of the risen Christ!  We are the 
decorations that glitter and shine every day of the 
year, as Christ is made visible through us! 

 
So don’t hide your light!  Make 2015 the 

year your light will shine before all, so that the 
world might know the love, power, and grace of 
the living God as revealed through Christ the Lord!  

Blessings for the New Year! 
Pastor Richard 

 

PLEASE NOTE: 
The Church Office will be closed on Monday, 
January 19th, Dr. Martin Luther King, Jr. day 

Thank You! Thank You! 
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Ann and I want to thank the congregation 
for all the gifts of love we received this season! 
From cards and notes, baked goods and special 
treats, to ornaments and books, and a 
kaleidoscope, to the kind words and visits, and for 
the incredible love gift given on Sunday, we have 
been blessed in abundance. As I said to the 
congregation last Sunday, I have served many 
churches since my graduation from seminary, but 
none can compare to Olive Branch.  Here we put 
aside any differences, and come together as a faith 
family united in our love for the Lord.  I am 
confident that 2015 will be a year of growth and 
witness in our church, as we continue to pray, 
worship, work, and reach out to the community – 
together!  Thank you for the privilege of serving as 
your pastor! 

Pastor Richard 
 

 
 

Equipped for Service in 2015 

 

2014 was an exciting year for Olive Branch.  

The Lord worked through the lives of many in 

leadership positions to accomplish His purposes 

for our community.  As individuals and as a 

community of faith, the Lord “equipped his people 

for works of service, so that the body of Christ may 

be built up.” (Ephesians 4:12)   “To God be the 

glory!”  

Many others in Olive Branch, not in 

leadership positions, took care of “one of the least 

of these my brothers and sisters, and, therefore, did 

it for me (Jesus).” (Matthew 25:40)   Only the ones 

who received their good works and the Good Lord 

know who these servants are.  “To God be the 

glory great things he has done!” 

All the works of service happened under 

the leadership of the man sent to build us up, 

Pastor Richard.  His tireless, effective ministry is 

integral to building up this local body of Christ.  

Continue to keep him and Ann in our thoughts and 

prayers.  “And, great our rejoicing through Jesus 

the Son!”   

One can certainly say that in 2014, as a 

community of faith, we all have grown spiritually 

and in numbers.  Such growth was generated by 

God’s work in and through us, not anything that 

was done of our own accord.  What this means for 

2015 is that we really don’t have to be anxious 

about things. (Luke 10:40).   We don’t have to 

worry about the next moment or about tomorrow. 

(Matthew 6:34)   “Great things he has taught us, 

great things he has done.” 

The Spirit guides us to trust that there’s a 

reason for the way things are, both personally and 

corporately.  If Spirit promptings steer us toward 

changes or fixes that need to be made, we can 

approach them in a confident, positive way.  

People of faith are, quite simply, usable for larger 

purposes because they live in and listen to a loving 

Lord.   “But purer and higher and greater will be, 

our wonder, our transport when Jesus we see.” 

Happy 2015!   I look forward to what the 

Lord has in store for us as “He (continues) to equip 

His people for works of service so that the body of 

Christ may be built up.” 
Take care, 

Fred 

 
 

 The following scriptures will be used during 
the Sunday worship services in January.  The 
underlined passages are the primary passages for 
Pastor Richard’s sermons. 
 

January 4 Jeremiah 31:7-14; John 1:1-18  
January 11 Mark 1:4-11; Acts 19:1-7 
January 18 John 1:43-51; 1 Samuel 3:1-10 
January 25 1 Corinthians 7:29-31; Jonah 3:1-5, 10 

Update from the 
Program Planning Team Advocates 



 

 

“The Necessity of Evangelism” 
 

The New Year is upon us.  With it will come 
new opportunities, new challenges, and new 
resolutions.  Sometimes we are anxious about the 
unknowns of the future, but we can learn by 
reflecting on the past. 
 I love the old hymns of my childhood.  They 
spoke scripture to me in words and ways that were 
easy to understand.  Growing up, missions and 
missionaries were a big part of my church 
experience, and I loved singing, "We've a Story to 
Tell to the Nations" with the exuberance of a child.  
I wanted to tell the story of Jesus and His love to 
everybody!  Well, I never made it to a foreign 
mission field but neither did I lose my enthusiasm 
for sharing Jesus with others. 
 As I grow older, another old hymn plays 
over and over in my mind and heart, "I love to tell 
the story of unseen things above.  Of Jesus and His 
glory, of Jesus and His love.  And when in scenes of 
glory, I sing the new, new song; twill be the old, old 
story, that I have loved so long". 
 As a church, we have been sharing the 
Christmas story since the beginning of Advent.  It's 
the same old story that has been told and retold, 
generation after generation.  But every year it's as if 
it's a new story, for a new generation.  And those of 
us who've heard it for eons never tire of its retelling. 
 Let us resolve this new year of 2015 A.D., to 
sing out the old, old story----"for some have never 
heard, the message of Salvation, from God's own 
Holy Word"!  And let's do it with the enthusiasm of 
children! 
 HAPPY NEW YEAR!  AND GOD BLESS 
YOU, EVERYONE! 

I love you, in Jesus' name, 
Louise Smith 

PPT Evangelism Advocate 
 

 
 

ADULT SUNDAY SCHOOL 

There’s Always Room for More 
 

The adult Sunday School classroom on the main 
floor of the Education/Fellowship building has 
recently been enlarged, so there is plenty of room 
for new members.  That class is currently studying 
the books of Nehemiah and Ezra.  If you are not 
currently participating in Sunday School, consider 
joining a class in the New Year.  All are welcome, 
from novices to scholars.  Try both of the adult 
classes to see which best meet your needs and fits 
your style.  You will enjoy the fellowship as well as 
the Bible study. 

 
 

 
 

Ten Commandments for Bell Choirs 

 
I         Thou shalt attend thy rehearsals with steady 

faithfulness. 

II        Thou shalt not touch graven metal with thy bare 

hands. 

III       Thou shalt not take thy sharps and flats in vain. 

IV      Remember thy performance dates and keep them 

holy. 

V        Honor thy director and thy days may be long 

upon the land. 

VI      Thou shalt not covet thy neighbor’s bell 

assignments. 

VII     Thou shalt not tap thy foot with exceeding 

loudness. 

VIII    Thou shalt not steal thy neighbor’s pencil. 

IX       Thou shalt return thy bells to their cases, shiny 

and unscathed. 

X        Thou shalt return thy director to his or her car, 

shiny and unscathed. 

 

So, if you think you can adhere to these 

commandments, please speak to the director about 

joining the Bells of Glory. We practice on Thursday 

evenings at 7:00 p.m.  

 

Bob Schmidt 

Director, Bells of Glory 
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Christian Women’s Fellowship 
  

Our annual CWF Christmas dinner was 
absolutely wonderful.  The food was delicious and 
the ladies out-did themselves with the delicious 
deserts.  Carole Kerr dazzled us with the magic 
boxes which were filled with many blessings and 
given to us in her own special way.  Gifts were 
exchanged and the spirit of the birth of our Savior 
was felt by one and all.  Many thanks to all who 
participated and helped make the evening one to 
remember.   

Because of the many special monetary gifts 
we received we were able to help several families 
enjoy Christmas with a little more than what they 
might have had otherwise.  It is with deep and 
heart-felt gratitude that I say thanks to all who 
continue to make CWF an exceptional service 
organization.   We are truly blessed. 

It is my hope that this beautiful holiday has 
given each and every one a renewed belief in the 
love and caring of our Lord Jesus Christ. 

The live nativity on Christmas Eve was our 
gift to the community, but we were blessed by the 
people who came and touched our hearts with their 
grateful thanks and offers to help in any way that 
they can with our outreach programs.  Again, many 
thanks to all who provided soup, sandwiches, 
cookies, candy, and many other goodies.  They were 
most appreciated. 

My prayer for all is that the New Year brings 
you joy and happiness and a renewed belief in our 
Lord and Savior.  Reach out and share His love with 
all that you meet and you will be amazed how much 
it will mean to you.  May God Bless You Always. 

 
In Christian love, 
Marney Brickhouse 

 CWF President 
 

 
 

Tuesday Morning Circle:   We did not have the 
Circle Meeting in December due to our joint 
Christmas dinner.  I hope many of you were able to 
attend our dinner, with lots of good food, a good 
program from Carole Kerr, and the singing of 
Christmas carols.   
 Happy New Year!  I am looking forward to 
seeing you at our January 13th meeting! 
 

 Donna Haulsee 
 
 

 

December 8th – Disciples Women (CWF) 
Christmas Party 

 

 
 

At the groaning board! 
 
 
 

 
 

Children’s Moment during worship service. 
 



 

 
 

SERVING IN JANUARY 
 

Elders 
 

January 4 Andy Bradshaw, Ann Bradshaw 
January 11 Ralph Hutton, Marney Brickhouse  
January 18 Doug Dill, Sheila Yeatts 
January 25 Judy Eley, Donna Perger 

 
Deacons 

 

January 4 Tracy Creech, Kelsey Creech,   
 Harold McKeel, Carole Kerr 
 
January 11 Linda Garrett, Maralyn Carr, 
 Val Mason, Jane Vaught 
 
January 18 Richard Jones, Christina Jones,  
 Skip Jensen, Kylie Rutherford 
 
January 25 Abby Matschke, Edie Larkin, 
 Cleve Wright, Michelle Wright 

 
Acolytes 

 

(No Schedule at This Time) 

 
Deaconess 

 

Betty Barber 

 
Kid’s Club 

 

(No Schedule at This Time) 
 
 

 
 

 
 

Janet Neal 
321 Watson Landing Road 

Saluda, VA 23149 
 

Phone: (804) 758-4282 

 
 

Church Family:  Becky Allred, Michael Ayers, 
Judy Biggs, Duie Brantley, Phyllis Gardner, Donna 
Garrett, Jesse Hall, Shirley Harrison, Tommy Hoar, 
Lena Jeffries, Evelyn Kirby, Jeanette McWilliams, 
Paulette Moyce, Betty Speegle, Peter Stinely, Ellen 
Sullivan, Sarah Waid, and Audrey White. 
 

Family and Friends:  The women and men of our 
Armed Forces, Michael and Betty Boley (Cleve 
Wright's brother-in-law), Holle Bonilla (David & 
Carol Pitts’ daughter), Julie Cain (Jim & Carolyn 
Hunt’s son-in-law’s sister), Cathy Castle, (Roy and 
Ellen Sullivan's friend), Betty Darling (Gertie 
Duke’s sister), John & Virginia Davis (Pat Allred’s 
friends), Cindy Garrett (Mike Garrett’s niece), 
Katie Graves, Allison Hawthorne (Pat Dressler’s 
niece), Ronald Hawthorne (Pat Dressler’s brother), 
Marian Hughes (Norm Larkin’s sister),  Jean 
Keeton, (Janet Fletcher’s sister), Mary Lebou 
(Michelle Wright’s sister), Billy Martin, Mark 
McGee, Linda Paturtel, Bud Smith  (Larry & Louise 
Smith’s son),    Trevor Smith and his family (Larry 
& Louise Smith’s grandson), Jane and Hobart 
Speegle, Elaine Vogel (Taylor Cline’s aunt), 
Linwood Waltrip (Ruby Jones’ son-in-law), Brenda 
Wright, and Julia and her family. 
 

(Underlined, bold print indicates new person on the Prayer 
List.) 
 

NOTE:   To add or remove a person’s name from the Prayer List, 
please contact the church office: 757-566-8077. 
 

 
New Year Prayer  

 

The great thing about walking with God in life is that there 

is always the opportunity to start anew – God always offers 

us a new day and a new dawn, no matter what has gone 

before.  At the start of the New Year, why not take a 

moment to thank Him for last year, ask His forgiveness for 

where you have failed, and dedicate this new year to  

Him – to serve Him and love Him afresh! 
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JANUARY 

 

BIRTHDAYS/ANNIVERSARIES 

 

 
 

 

BIRTHDAYS 
 

02 Bob Phillips 

06 Kayla Walker; Alex Allred 

08 Phyllis Gardner 

11 Micki Meadows; Harold Barker 

12 Ann Darst 

15 Erich Hodson 

17 Shirley Harrison 

18 Amy Gilliam (Walker) 

25 Margie Dieleman 

27 Clay Harrison 

30 Linda Hutton 

31  Skip Jensen 

 

 

 

 

 
 

None This Month. 
 
 
 

 

 

 
 
 The Olive Branch Small Group will meet on 
Tuesday, January 6th, at 2:00 p.m. at the Barber’s 
home.  
 

Dick & Betty Barber 
 

                                
  
 

 
 

 
On behalf of the Salvation Army, I would 

like to thank Olive Branch for your part in the Angel 
Tree Project…you were amazing!   You so willingly 
gave forty bags of gifts for children and adults, 
which provided gifts for those who may not have 
gotten anything for Christmas. 

Thanks again from me and the staff of the 
Salvation Army for your generosity, and may you 
have a wonderful holiday. 

Donna Haulsee 
 
 

The Salvation Army and I want to thank the 
Adult Sunday School Class of Olive Branch for your 
generous donation.  At this time of the year we will 
have many ways to use this gift. 

Donna Haulsee 
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To my church family, 
  
Thanks to all my Olive Branch Church Family for 
the calls, cards and concerns during my recent 
illness…they were very much appreciated.  I’m 
doing well and getting back to normal. 

 
Joann Mitchell 

 
 
 

Thanks so much for the many Christmas 
cards, gifts, and good wishes received from my 
Olive Branch Family during the Christmas Season.  
You are so very generous, and I love you all. 

 
Blessings, 

Pat Dressler 
 
 
 

Dear Friends at Olive Branch Church, 
  

We at Saint Olaf Catholic Church extend our 
sincere appreciation for your continued food 
donations and efforts in supporting our Food Pantry 
Ministry.  Your generous contributions and continued 
support will allow Saint Olaf Food Pantry Ministry to 
provide nutritious food for our neighbors in need.  
Your latest contribution was delivered at a time when 
most needed, a true blessing.  Thank you for your 
support and generosity. 
 Our food pantry volunteers serve 
approximately  400 people each month.  As a 
community of faith working together to bridge the 
gaps in the lives of the hungry among us, we can 
continue to show our love for our neighbors in part 
because of your commitment to making appositive 
change in our world. 
 

The peace of Christ be with you, 
Rev. Thomas E. Mattingly, Pastor 

 
 
 
Dear Members of Olive Branch, 
  
As Thanksgiving approaches I am finding myself to be 
thankful for so many things:  my 6 year old who just 
lost his first tooth and my 14 month old who is 
learning to speak her first words after learning how to 
say “Daddy” is just a few examples.   
 And when it comes to the medical mission I 
have dedicated my life to, I am most thankful for 
people like you. 
 Thank you for all of the support you have 
provided Angels of Mercy over the past several years.  
Your thoughtful generosity means the world to both 
us and all of the families without health insurance that 
we serve.  If there is anything I can ever do for any of 
you, please do not hesitate to give me a call. 

Sincerely, 
Jeff Black 

 
 

 

 
 

Selected Christmas 2014 photos by Irma Gustafson
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The Olive Branch 
 
 

December 14th Morning Worship 
“Chimes Up!” by director, Irma Gustafson 

 
 

                        “Multi-G Handchimers”:   L to R:  Haley  Creech, Skylar Jensen, Joyce Allen,  
                          Emily Lang and Tracy Creech (with Fred Rothermel at the pulpit) 

 
 

  December 17th 
Choir Christmas Cantata:  “Love Came Down at Christmas” 

      Directed by:  Emilio Pesante 

  
 

December 24th Outdoor Live Nativity and related activities: 



 

 

 
                  Shift 3, features an angel (Ann Bradshaw), Joseph (Josh Fulghum),  
                                   Mary (Sherri Wise) and little angel (Shelby Wise). 
 
 

              
Wise men and shepherds approach the manger scene: Rihana Wise, royal page to Wise Man from East 
Africa, holds a scroll; Wise Man from Mongolia/Tibet area (Michael Heslink) brings myrrh; Wise Man 
from Persia (David Love) brings frankincense; Wise Man from East Africa (Rodney Wise); archangel 
(Ann Bradshaw); cherubim (Shelby Wise) with three shepherds (Steve White, Vicki Anderson and 
Jessica Fulghum). 

Olive Branch’s response to the Salvation Army’s “Angel Tree” 



 

   
 

Round One!    Every request slip delivered to         Round Two!   Pastor Richard Cline holds one 
OBCC and placed on the tree was  taken, then           sample fulfillment of Christmas wishes. 
Another 40 slips were delivered: total of 40, and 
each wish was fulfilled.     
 
 
 
 

 
        

Sanctuary interior decorations, featuring lovely center altar banners created by Sarah Savage. 
 

 
December  7th  – “Bells of Glory” English Handbell Choir play for worship services. 



 

 

  
              Front and center!   L to R:   Patty Barker, Barb Schmidt, Shirley Harrison, Joyce Allen,  
              Irma Gustafson, Marney Brickhouse, Linda Hutton, Director Bob Schmidt, Ann Bradshaw, 
              Jodi Stinely, Andrew Pfister & Skip Jensen. 
 

 

             
            Cast of The Christmas Carol, presented on December 12th by Backstage Productions, and directed  
            by Naomi Marrow.
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What is The Bible? 
 

 The Bible is the book that the minister reads 
from at church and that your Sunday School teacher 
reads from.  The Bible is full of stories of adventure, 
mystery, and rules that we should all follow.  Our 
Pastor and Sunday School teachers use the Bible to 
help us learn.   
 It has two sections—the Old Testament and 
the New Testament.  The Old Testament has 39 
smaller books.  The New Testament has 27 smaller 
books.  All of these books are divided into chapters 
and each chapter contains many different verses.  
When Pastor Richard and church elders read from 
the Bible at church on Sundays, you will see printed 
in the bulletin which book they are reading from, 
which chapter, and which verses, so you can look 

those up in the Bibles that are in the pews and 
follow along. 
 It’s a very exciting book!  In the Old 
Testament is the story about the creation of the 
whole world, and big battles where God helps the 
little guys win.  We learn about brave men like 
Noah & the Ark, Daniel and the Lion’s Den, David 
& Goliath, Moses & the Ten Commandments.  We 
also learn about brave women like Ruth, Esther and 
Sarah.  All through the Old Testament God asks His 
people to obey His laws, and they often do not listen 
to him.  But God promised to make a way for all 
things to be right again.  Everywhere you look in the 
Bible you will find a “promise” from God. 
 In the New Testament there are stories about 
an evil king and a tiny baby who turns out to be the 
most important person that ever lived!  The New 
Testament tells us how God’s promise that he made 
in the Old Testament came true.  It tells us all about 
the birth, life, teachings, death and resurrection of 
that tiny baby named Jesus.   Jesus is the savior 
promised to us in the Old Testament.  In the New 
Testament we learn about the lessons that  Jesus 
taught and what happened in His life, and how he 
died on the cross for us.  The very best part of the 
story is that Jesus came back to life, and then went 
to heaven to be with his heavenly father. 
 The Bible is like a long letter written to us 
from God.  He made sure there were stories that we 
can read and learn from, and if we’re having a bad 
day, the Bible can help us with that also.  He made 
sure there were plenty of verses to make us feel 
better, and lots more where He tells us that He loves 
us. 
 The Bible is the story of God and His people 
(that's us) and if we want to know the whole story, 
we need to read the whole Bible. Not all at once, but 
a little at a time. Maybe you can have someone like 
Mom or Dad help you read it.  
 Do you read the Bible at home?  Do you 
know that there is a Bible written just for children to 
read, so that you can understand it better?   God 
wants all of us—parents and children—to read the 
Bible and learn about his promises to us, and how to 
live so that we will have life eternal through His son, 
Jesus. 
 

Prayer:   Thank you, God for giving us the Bible to 
guide us, and for giving us your stories to help us 
learn.  Help us to grow close to you and to live our 
lives so others want to be close to you, too.  
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