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Bring It On!
There is an old adage among ministers:
never let anyone better than you fill the pulpit in
your absence. Of course this is given tongue-incheek, not to be taken seriously. But if it were a
principle to uphold, then after last Sunday’s youth
service and Kelsey Creech’s sermon, I have failed
miserably!
The youth of our church led our worship
spectacularly! I had the privilege of worshipping at
both services, and what a blessing I received! The
prayers, the scripture reading, the singing, the
children’s message, the sermon, and the way our
youth led and conducted the service allowed me to
leave church with incredible optimism over the
future of our faith communities. So often people
talk about the youth as the future of our church.
They are 98% correct: our youth are the future of
the church, somewhere, in someplace – hopefully
ours, but given the mobile nature of our culture,
more than likely elsewhere. But wherever they
may go beyond Olive Branch, it was within our
walls that they received their faith foundation.
So in respect to the future of the church, I
say: ‘Bring It On!’ Our children and youth have
faith, and while it may not always be expressed in
‘traditional’ ways, or embrace all of the timehonored religious ‘opinions,’ it still has at its core
the essential which Jesus taught: “Love the Lord
your God with all your heart, all your soul, all your
strength, and all your mind.” Also, “Love your
neighbor as you love yourself.” In respect to these
commandments Jesus stated: “Do this and you will
live.” I like to believe that Jesus was speaking to
more than just eternal life; I believe he was teaching

us that in order to live authentic lives of faith, we
must learn to love – even those whom we consider
unlovable, even those whom may not love us back.
Kelsey in her sermon invited us to join the
revolution, to be rebels, to dare to live and love as
Jesus did. Could there be any more important
challenge to the church, at this time, than to live
these words of love that came from our Lord?
After all, Jesus also warned us: “If you love only
the people who love you, what praise should you
get? Even sinners love the people who love them.”
Yes, indeed. Such is the challenge of our faith.
Blessings,
Pastor Richard

REMINDER!! Daylight Saving Time ends on
Sunday, November 2nd. Set your clocks “BACK ONE
HOUR” on Saturday night and be assured of arriving
“on time” for Sunday morning worship.

Olaf food bank, and $550.00 to our Week of
Compassion Offering.
Of the 21 positions to be filled by the
Nominating Committee, 11 have been filled, and they
are awaiting responses from 10 nominees.

Report from the Board
An OBCC Board Meeting was held October 7,
2014. It began with a devotional centered on John
15:16. “You did not choose me. I chose you and
appointed you to bear fruit – fruit that will last.” Don’t
waste the resources given by the Lord.
Hunter Creech and Keeta Hodson were
recognized for leading the intergenerational programs on
Wednesday evenings and for organizing the trip to Cass
Mountain in West Virginia.
Elna Pitts and Richard Bradshaw were
recognized for their lengthy, dedicated services as
Treasurer and Financial Secretary, respectively.

A set of conceptual drawings for improving our
facilities were provided by Guernsey-Tingle Architects
to our facilities improvement committee and were later
discussed by the Board. The architectural firm is
factoring in the response suggested by our committee
and will provide new concepts for consideration.
A lot of people, “appointed to bear fruit that will
last,” are doing a myriad of things that both uplift our
community of faith and give witness of the love of God
to this area, and indeed, to the world. Many more deeds
are known only by the individuals who do them and the
Lord. However, our motive for bearing fruit that will
last is to obey the Lord’s command “that you love one
another as I have loved you.”
Take care,
Fred

Our membership is currently 636.
A proposed 2015 budget of $276,682.56 was
approved for presentation to the congregation at the
annual Congregational Meeting scheduled for November
9.
The Family Night intergenerational program will
continue through November 19. No Family Night is
planned for December.
A live nativity and Christmas Eve service is
confirmed for December 24. The Worship Committee
will handle the details.
Contracts guiding the duties of some of the
Church staff are under review.
The Elders and the Deacons are scheduled to
meet together on December 6 to discuss some shared
responsibilities.

The following scriptures will be used during
the Sunday worship in November. The underlined
passages are the primary passages for Pastor Richard’s
sermons.
November 2:
November 9:
November 16:
November 23:
November 30:

1 Thessalonians 4:13-18; Matthew 25:1-13
Joshua 3:7-17; Matthew 23:1-12
1 Thessalonians 5:1-11; Matthew 25:14-30
Ezekiel 34:11-16, 20-24; Matthew 25:31-46
Psalm 80:1-7, 17-19; 1 Corinthians 1:3-9

Technical problems with the hardware on the
new front doors of the sanctuary are being resolved.
Contractors are hired to remove the mold on the
windows of the sanctuary and to repair its roof.
Approval was given to the trustees of the
Memorial Trust Fund to donate $1150.00 to the Building
Maintenance Fund for purchase of additional air
conditioning in the New Fellowship Hall kitchen, to
donate $200.00 to the Salvation Army, $400.00 to the St.

November 27th

The Church Office will be closed both November 27th & 28th.

Update from the
Program Planning Team Advocates

Thanksgiving Offering
The Thanksgiving Offering provides direct support
to Disciples colleges, universities and theological
institutions. Disciples have a long history of postsecondary and theological education. This offering
provides a direct connection to 14 colleges or
universities, 3 seminaries and 4 seminary
foundations/divinity houses. Gifts from the
Disciples Mission Fund Thanksgiving offering
continue a Disciples tradition of developing leaders
for our communities and the church. The
Thanksgiving Offering will be received at Olive
Branch on November 9 and November 16. Please
give generously.

“The Necessity of Evangelism”
Ah, Fall!
Memories of childhood come
flooding back! I remember our family going to my
grandparent's home on Sunday afternoons and
Granddaddy would take us kids across the street to
the tobacco warehouse where auctions had been
held the day before. The strong smell of recently
cured tobacco still permeated the big bare
structure. Granddaddy would buy each of us a
bottled Coke Cola and fill it to the top with his bag
of salted peanuts. How good that tasted in a time
when treats like that were scarce!
I remember how nice it was not to have to
weed the garden and shell butterbeans and peas by
the hour, even though there were now leaves to be
raked. That could be fun as we jumped into the
freshly raked piles with their dried-leaf smell.
There'd be the smell of wood smoke coming from
the chimney as a reminder of the warmth from the
woodstove
that
awaited
us
when
our
outside chores were done. And guess who had to
haul the wood to the porch to keep that fire
burning? Yep, that would be my sister and me!
I remember the old songs of the church and
especially loved to sing "Bringing in the Sheaves"
during the fall season as that reflected our lives.
Sowing the seeds, waiting for the harvest, then
reaping; hoping and praying for an abundant crop.
So it is with us who call ourselves Christians. We
sow the seeds of God's Word and watch for them to
take root. We nurture and encourage them with
Jesus who is the living water. And we pray for the
harvest to come to an abundant fruition as souls are
saved and come into his "store house"
So in this fall season, let’s get busy
"Bringing in the sheaves, bringing in the sheaves.
We shall come rejoicing, bringing in the sheaves"!
Receive the blessing of the harvest that God
promises to all who would be sowers.
I love you, in Jesus' name,
Louise Smith
PPT Evangelism Advocate

•
•
•
•
•
•
•

Theological
Institutions
Seven Disciples
theological institutions
educate ministers for
thousands of Disciples
congregations as well as
for other
denominations. Located
in large metropolitan
areas, these schools serve as theological, spiritual,
and intellectual centers.

Brite Divinity School of Texas Christian University
Disciples Divinity House of the University of Chicago
Disciples Divinity House at Vanderbilt University
Disciples Seminary Foundation
Christian Theological Seminary
Lexington Theological Seminary
Phillips Theological Seminary

Historically Related Undergraduate
Institutions

•
•
•

Three other colleges and universities maintain
historic relationships with the Christian Church
(Disciples of Christ). These institutions do not
receive funding from the denomination.
Drake University
Northwest Christian University
Tougaloo College

Associate Theological Institutions

•
•
•

Three additional theological institutions have
associate affiliations with the Christian Church
(Disciples of Christ):
Atlanta United Divinity Center
Seminario Evangelico de Puerto Rico
Yale University Divinity School

Higher Education & Leadership Ministries, a

general ministry of the church, coordinates the
church's relationship with higher education
institutions and also works with more than 140
campus ministries to help students keep their
Disciples identity during the formative college
years.
Carolyn Hunt
PPT Outreach Advocate

Notes from the Wild Side…!
Have you seen them? Do you know where they
are? I am missing my teenagers for youth group.
So if you see Kylie, Kayla, Bryant, Curtis, or
Lauren, please tell them I am searching high and
low for them.
Backstage Productions will be performing A
Christmas Carol on Friday, December 12th at 7:00
p.m. in the New Fellowship Hall. We will be hosting
the event, and providing refreshments. If you can
help with making something to serve at
intermission, please let me know (757-2535740/email: robertstick@aol.com).

Thanksgiving Trimmings
During the month of November your
contributions of Thanksgiving trimmings will help
provide for our neighbors who are going through
difficult times. Our OBCC Food Sharing Program
is a practical and visual display of our Christian
love for others and our thankful response to the
blessings we have received. Consider including in
your food contributions all types of canned
vegetables, cranberry sauce, turkey gravy, and
boxes/bags of stuffing mixes. When you set your
Thanksgiving table on November 27th, set an extra
plate in recognition of your generous contributions
to the OBCC Food Sharing Program. It will lift up
thankful and fruitful conversations with those
gathered at your table.
We are grateful for your dedication to keep
our food baskets filled with food for our neighbors
who need our assistance.
Happy thankful living!
Jane and Will Hatcher

I hope everyone has a very Happy Thanksgiving!

F L A S H!

Meetings will be on 11/9 & 11/23.

CHECK OUT OUR FACEBOOK SITE!!
Abby Matschke

The Small Group will meet on Tuesday,
November 4th at 2:00 p.m. at the home of Dick &
Betty Barber (106 N. Trace, Williamsburg).

The October 22 issue of The Virginia Gazette was
full of tidbits about Olive Branch congregants. In
addition to the “Bells of Glory” photo of Barb
Schmidt and Patty Barker sporting their PurpleSunday-at-Olive-Branch shirts, there was a nice
article about our own Patricia Allred winning the
40th Anniversary Hearing Aid Giveaway, sponsored
by Dr. Hecker & Associates as the result of her
essay, “Enhanced Hearing, My Passion.” She is
now the proud owner of a pair of AGX9 hearing
aids.
Her essay may be read online at
www.DrHecker.com. Last, but not least, our own
Virginia Dare Waltrip was the featured speaker
before the Toano Woman’s Club and treated the
ladies to a brief history of this area.
(Submitted by Irma Gustafson)

ANNUAL WILLIAMSBURG WALK TO
END ALZHEIMER’S
October 25, 2014

The 2014 Alzheimer’s Walk in Williamsburg
was October 25th. Olive Branch Christian Church
was well represented. The day was a little cool but
sunny and bright and walkers and observers were
happy, encouraged, motivated, and serious about
overcoming Alzheimer’s Disease.
The 2nd Sunday of our drive involved
“wearing” purple that Sunday. The bell choir all
wore Alzheimer’s purple shirts and everyone
entering NOT wearing purple had a piece of purple
cloth pinned to their clothing. The Bell Choir
appeared at both services, so were counted twice.
The total at both services was 151. Therefore, our
mystery donor gave $302.00 to Olive Branches’
donations. Donations will be accepted until early
December Just remember to write “Olive Branch
Christian Church” on the “for” line of the check.
Many thanks to those from Olive Branch
who helped…Christy Jensen, Irma Gustafson, Pat
Dressler and Keeta Hodson.

The Olive Branch “A” Team: L to R, third
row: Maralyn Carr, Bob Gustafson, Andrew
Pfister, Norman Larkin; second row: Keeta
Hodson, Joyce Allen, Skylar Jensen, Christy
Jensen; first row: Irma Gustafson and Mason
Jensen.
Please note that the 2014 drive
continues to the end of November. Make
checks payable to Alzheimer’s Association and
write the team name (Olive Branch) in memo
section. You may also designate a team
member whom you wish to credit. Special
envelopes are in pew pockets and narthex for
your convenience.

“I would like to thank my Worship Committee
team, along with Landa Simmons, Pat Dressler,
and Melissa Williams for helping make our World
Communion Service such a success.”
Diana Love

“Bells of Glory” observe “Purple Sunday” at Olive
Branch on November 19, 2014

Christian Women’s Fellowship
On October 11th we hosted an afternoon
seminar and our guest speaker was Marilyn
Whittaker, who was the Woman to Woman
representative to China. What a wonderful and
uplifting day it was! Marilyn shared with us, both
with words and visuals, her experiences. We have
some excellent representatives from China in our
own congregation and they too were able to share
information which was most interesting to all
assembled. Hopefully, one of our own ladies will
someday feel the call to be the Woman to Woman
representative to another country. Next year the
call is to Israel.
During their travels these
representatives meet with ministers and lay people
and observe how other countries worship and
evangelize.
One of the interesting facts that
Marilyn shared was that many Chinese women
become ministers because it is one of the few job
opportunities available to them. One minister
couldn't stay after the service to talk with them as
she had a pig farm and needed to get home to feed
her animals.
As you read this we will already have had
our CWF Luncheon/Fashion Show which I know
was great and I would like to say a special thanks
to all who contributed to this event, as it is our only
fund raiser and allows us to do for the many
ministries that we support.
One more special thanks to all the children
and their parents and teachers who made Youth
Sunday so special. We are truly blessed with a
lovely group of caring and talented children and
young adults, and in my heart and mind I see them
as the future leaders of our church. May God Bless
You Always.
Respectfully and with a joyous heart,
submitted by,
Marney Brickhouse
CWF President

Tuesday Morning Circle: The Tuesday Circle met
October 14th at Interlude, with seventeen attending.
It was nice to have Cathy Wheatly attending, and
to have Kay back with us. We welcome our three
men…you add a lot to our lesson.
Elaine Henk continued our lesson on the
beatitudes…thanks Elaine, you do such a nice
lesson.
I almost forgot to mention how much we
enjoyed all the good food the ladies cooked.
Hope to see you the second Tuesday in
November. If you have never been to our circle
meeting, please come join us for food, fellowship
and a great lesson.
Donna Haulsee

VIRGINIA REGION DISCIPLES WOMEN
(CWF): “WOMAN-TO-WOMAN – CHINA”

Marilyn Whittaker (Woman-to-Woman Representative
to China) and Marney Brickhouse (CWF President)
October 11, 2014

SERVING IN NOVEMBER
November 2
November 9
November 16
November 23
November 30

Elders

Fred Rothermel, Marney Brickhouse
Doug Dill, Sheila Yeatts
Jim Thacker, Kim Riffle
Norm Harbour, Missy Harbour
Chuck Walker, Hunter Creech

Deacons

November 2

Tracy Creech, Lucy Hall,
Dale Teagle, Patty Barker

November 9

Skip Jensen, Don Morse,
Richard Jones, Christina Jones

November 16

Danny Pitts, Elna Pitts,
Michelle Wright, Cleve Wright

November 23

Lewis Williams, Carole Kerr,
Joyce Allen, Dean Farr

November 30

Val Mason, Emily Friend,
Edie Larkin, Norm Larkin

November 2
8:30/11:00

Acolytes
Melissa Williams, Evan Martin

November 9
8:30/11:00

Melissa Williams, Emily Lang

November 16
8:30/11:00

Melisa Williams, Reagan Jones

November 23
8:30/11:00

Melissa Williams, Kayla Mullins

November 30
8:30/11:00

Melissa Williams, Sam Lang

Deaconess

Connie Cason
November 2
November 9
November 16
November 23
November 30

Kid’s Club

No Volunteers
No Volunteers
Patty Barker, need another
No Volunteers
Tracie Heslink, Michael Heslink

HOMEBOUND

Tommy Hoar and Audrey White
Sympathy: Our heartfelt sympathy is extended to:
•

•

Dick and Agnes Ivey on the death of their
son-in-law, Jerry Oxanein, who passed
away on Saturday, October 25th.
The family of Patty Neary, who passed
away on Thursday, October 30th.

Please keep these families in your prayers.
Church Family:
Judy Biggs, Duie Brantley,
Herman Floyd, Phyllis Gardner, Donna Garrett,
Melvin Garrett (Steve Garrett’s father), Jesse Hall,
Clay Harrison, Lena Jeffries, Ruby Jones, Judy
Jones-Wanner, Evelyn Kirby, Paulette Moyce, Betty
Speegle, Ellen Sullivan, and Sarah Waid.
Family and Friends: The women and men of our
Armed Forces, Michael and Betty Boley (Cleve
Wright's brother-in-law), Jim Brown (Pastor
Richard & Ann Cline’s friend), Julie Cain (Jim &
Carolyn Hunt’s son-in-law’s sister), Betty Darling
(Gertie Duke’s sister), John & Virginia Davis (Pat
Allred’s friends), Jonathan DeNio (Janet Fletcher’s
11 year-old grandson), Cindy Garrett (Mike
Garrett’s niece), Katie Graves, Marian Hughes
(Norm Larkin’s sister), Tish Jensen (Skip Jensen’s
Mother), Sid Johnson (close family friend of Christy
Jensen and her parents), Jean Keeton, (Janet
Fletcher’s sister), Mary Lebou (Michelle Wright’s
sister), Billy Martin, Mark McGee, Angie Morgan
(Connie Cason’s friend), Linda Paturtel, Sue Quick
(Christy Jensen’s neighbor), Kay Russell (Doug
Dill’s friend), Trevor Smith and his family (Larry &
Louise Smith’s grandson), Elaine Vogel (Taylor
Cline’s aunt), Linwood Waltrip (Ruby Jones’ sonin-law), Lieutenant Colonel (Ret.) Alfred J. Wolfe
(Jason Campbell’s grandfather), and Julia and her
family.
(Underlined, bold print indicates new person on the Prayer
List.)

NOTE: To add or remove a person’s name from the Prayer
List, please contact the church office: 757-566-8077.

NOVEMBER
BIRTHDAYS/ANNIVERSARIES

Sunday, November 9th

01
02
05
06
08
09
10
13
15
18
20
22
24
25
28
29

Curt Griffin
Andy Bradshaw; Sandy Wanner
Lorraine Beasley
Hunter Creech; Cheryl Johnson
Irma Gustafson
Danny Pitts
Helen Bradshaw; Bob Gustafson;
Elaine Henk
Sean Gormus
Abby Matschke
Becky Allred
Mary Apperson
Caitlin Rutherford
Richard Jones
Patricia Allred; Doug Dill
Jennifer Pullen
Chris Powell

CONGREGATIONAL MEETING
and
LUNCHEON
IMMEDIATELY FOLLOWING
THE 11:00 A.M. WORSHIP
(In the New Fellowship Hall)

MENU
Provided:
Turkey, Ham, Gravy,
Bread, Coffee and Tea
Members are requested to bring:
vegetable dishes/sides and
desserts to share
Food may be dropped off beforehand.
**NOTE: If anyone would like to bake a turkey,
please call Marney Brickhouse (757-880-2545 or
757-229-1423).
The Congregational Meeting will follow lunch, at
which time the 2015 budget, church officers for
2015, etc. will be discussed and voted on. We
look forward to seeing you there!

14
17

Richard & Barbra Thiel
David & Gabrielle Wolverton

More OBCC Pictures:

What are YOU thankful for?

Youth Sunday (November 26, 2014): Lord’s Supper,
with youth officiating. L to R Melissa Williams,
Kimberlee Bartley, Curtis Morse, Kelsey Creech (who
delivered the message), Corey Williams, Bryant Walker
and Lauren Morse.

Serving the Cup

Get yourself some paper and a pen or a
pencil, sit down, and take a few minutes to think
through just what you can thank the Lord for this
year. Then write down all your thoughts and
feelings, and be specific…list each and every one.
Then, post your list somewhere you can see
it on a daily basis. Some of us surely need to be
reminded from time to time to thank our Father
each day for all His wonderful gifts to us.
Some of our church family went on the trip
to Cass State Park last month and viewed the
beautiful and amazing fall foliage…what a gift that
was…to view all that beauty that God created!
Somewhere in this issue are pictures of all that
beauty!
What about family and friends? Good
health? A roof over your head? Enough food to
eat? Jobs? Just to be able to get out of bed in the
morning?
Here are some things to be grateful for in
our lives: Jesus, parents, family, friends, good
health, schools, churches, teachers, ministers, jobs,
music, laughter, love, life, and those serving in our
nation’s military. Can you add any more?
So often we take our lives, people in our
lives and our Lord for granted.
Doing this
“thankful exercise” should help make each of us
more aware of how fortunate we are.
May God Bless each of you.

CORRECTION to October 2014 issue:
UH-OH, apologies! In last month’s Olive Branch,
Jessica Fulgham was misidentified as Melissa.

Children’s Story

Giving Thanks

Scripture:

Give thanks to the Lord for his love
and his wonderful gifts for us. (Psalm 107:8)

Do you know what the picture is above? It
is called a cornucopia. It is also called a horn of
plenty. Long ago the cornucopia was made from a
curved goat’s horn that was hollowed out and
filled with fruit and grains. Today, the cornucopia
is usually made from a basket. It is often used as a
decoration for Thanksgiving because it is a symbol
of all the good things that we have to enjoy.
We have a lot to be thankful for. What are
some of the things for which you are thankful?
This month we celebrate “Thanksgiving”. Let us
be sure to remember who it is that gives us all the
good things that we have. The Bible tells us that
every good gift comes from God. It also says to
“give thanks to the Lord for his love and for his
wonderful deed”. So, let’s be sure that we thank
him for his love and his goodness to us.

Let’s Pray:
Lord, we thank you for all of the
good gifts you give to us. Most of all, we thank
you for your love and for the gift of your son,
Jesus. AMEN.

Write 5 Things You Are Thankful For.

1.
2.
3.
4.
5.

The Olive Branch

The Olive Branch

Non-Profit
Organization
U. S. Postage

PAID

Norge, VA
Permit No. 2

The Olive Branch
published by

Olive Branch Christian Church
(Disciples of Christ)
7643 Richmond Road
Williamsburg, VA 23188
(757) 566-8077

Address Service Requested
*Note:

If you no longer wish to
receive our newsletter,
please contact the church
office.

