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A Table At Which The World
Is Invited To Sit

As Disciples, we spend every Sunday
finding our place at the Lord’s Table. We invite
and welcome all who have confessed Christ as
Lord to sit with us and share in the breaking of the
bread and the sharing of the cup. We do so in the
belief that Jesus commanded us to eat together, to
eat of the bread and drink of the cup, and in so
doing proclaim the good news of God’s grace.
The Lord’s Table is at the center and heart
of our worship. Not all Christians take communion
every Sunday. Some do it monthly, others
quarterly. But on the first Sunday in October,
Christians throughout the world will take a seat at
the table and break bread together, on World
Communion Sunday.
Originally called World Wide Communion
Sunday, World Communion Sunday started as an
idea of a Presbyterian pastor. Dr. Hugh Thompson
Kerr had this vision while he served as the
moderator of the Presbyterian General Assembly in
1930. It was his idea to bring churches together in a
service of Christian unity, in which everyone might
realize how the Church of Jesus Christ is in places
in every corner of our world, far beyond our local
communities,
and
how
Christians
are

interconnected one with another. So in 1933, the
very first celebration of World Communion
Sunday was held at Shadyside Presbyterian
Church in Pittsburgh, PA, where Dr. Kerr served
as pastor. Yet it wasn’t until the 1940s that other
churches in other denominations started to adopt
the practice. Today, World Communion Sunday is
celebrated around the world, demonstrating that
the church founded on Jesus Christ is also united
as one in the Spirit and the Gospel of Jesus Christ.
On October 5th we will join with our
brothers and sisters in Christ throughout the
world, using as a sign of our unity the table of the
Lord. Our communion table will be filled with
breads from around the world. We will share
greetings from our ecumenical mission partners
from around the world. In so doing, the body of
Christ will be made visible and whole. I invite
you to find your place at the table, as we break
bread together.
Blessings,
Pastor Richard

The following scriptures will be used during
the Sunday worship in August. The underlined
passages are the primary passages for Pastor Richard’s
sermons.
October 5
October 12
October 19
October 26

Matthew 21:33-46; Psalm 19:7-10 & 14
Matthew 22:1-14; Exodus 32:1-4
Matthew 22:15-22; Exodus 33:12-33
Youth Sunday

Place Your Life Before God
“Here’s what I want you to do. God
helping you: Take your everyday, ordinary life –
your sleeping, eating, going to work (or school),
and walking around life – and place it before God
as an offering. Embracing what God does for you
is the best thing that you can do for him…Fix your
attention on God. You’ll be changed from the
inside out. Readily recognize what he wants from
you, and quickly respond to it”
(Romans 12: 12…The Message).
Paul says that focus and obedience pleases
God. Evidence of that focus and obedience is
readily found in our faith community:
1. The Lord has added nine new members
since January 1. Our church currently has 637
members listed on the Church Clerk Roll.
2. Attendance at Sunday worship services
is averaging in the 160s.
3. The number of Bible studies has grown
as well as the numbers who attend them.
4. New small group activities have begun.
5. At this writing, we are in the midst of an
intergeneration program for the Wednesday
Family Night Fellowship.
6. The nominating Committee is working
to fill some very important positions in our church
structure for 2015.
7. The Facilities Improvement Team
continues to work closely with Guernsey-Tingle to
develop a feasible proposal to improve access to
restrooms in both buildings and to improve the use
of spaces for educational and worship activities.
The suggestions made during an all-church
meeting last August influenced the options that are
being considered.
8. The 2015 budget is almost ready to
present to the Board for approval and later for the
Board to recommend its approval during the
Annual Church Conference next November.
The above are not isolated activities unto
themselves, just individuals doing “what they want

to do.” The Bible talks about subtle promptings
before such actions. Seen together, they are signs
of the work of the Lord’s Spirit in our faith
community. I am excited about the Spirit’s work in
our midst. Individuals and our community of faith
are being “changed from the inside out.”
Stay faithful to the Lord by responding to
the promptings of the Spirit and gathering around
the Lord’s Table each week. Keep eating the bread
and drinking the cup trusting that the Lord will
continue to transform us into the Body of Christ
doing the Lord’s will where we have been planted.
Such faithfulness can steer and empower our lives,
both personally and as a community of faith.
Take care,
Fred

October 5
October 12
October 19
October 26

Naomi Marrow
Caleb & Marney Brickhouse
Steve & Petra Hall
Jeryl & Margie Dieleman

If you desire to donate flower arrangements for our worship
services, sign the Flower Chart on the bulletin board in the
Narthex

CWF Activities

Woman-to-Woman: On Saturday, October
th
11 at 2:00 p.m., in the New Fellowship Hall, the
CWF is hosting the Woman to Woman
Representative to China, Marilyn Whitaker. We
have invited all District Eight ladies and hope to
have a wonderful turn-out for this wonderful
message.
Fall Luncheon/Fashion Show: The CWF
Fall Fashion Show & Luncheon will be held on
Saturday, November 1st, at 11:00 a.m. in the New
Fellowship Hall. We serve a delicious lunch, give
away great door prizes, encourage all to shop at the
country store, bid on the excellent silent auction
items, and buy raffle tickets for the beautiful
afghans on display in the church sanctuary.
Tickets are $20.00 for the Fashion Show/Luncheon
and raffle tickets are $1.00 each & are available
from our CWF ladies. BY YOUR TICKETS NOW!
Contact Marney Brickhouse for more information
(229-1423).

Update from the
Program Planning Team Advocates

Reconciliation Ministry Special Offering

The Necessity of Evangelism”
In recent weeks we have been blessed by
Hunter Creech (and his entire family, I suspect),
who put forth lots of effort to bring us this thoughtprovoking Wednesday Family Night Study. It
involves intergenerational interaction and it has
been amazingly FUN! It has called us all to engage
in a dialogue with each other as no other study I
can ever remember, and the laughter has been
contagious! This is just what we need to break
down our inhibitions, enabling us to communicate
effectively with even those who are outside the
church. That's what EVANGELISM is…sharing the
Good News that God gave us through His son, the
Lord Jesus Christ. Once we have seen how easy it
is to do with those with whom we feel safe, it is my
hope and prayer that we will feel empowered to
move out beyond these walls we call the church.
We recognize that all, those inside our church
family or those on the outside, are a part of God's
family and that makes us "kin".
Using this new-found ability to dialogue,
let's put it to use for God's glory. All of God's
creation is deserving of it.
D
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Dare
I
ask,
"Lamb
of
God,
use
each of us

TO TELL OTHERS ABOUT YOUR LOVE AND SAVING
GRACE."?

I love you, in Jesus' name,
Louise Smith
PPT Evangelism Advocate

The 2014 Reconciliation Offering will be received at
Olive Branch on September 28th and October 5th.
The Special Offering is used to fund our
Denomination's mission priority to become a proreconciling/anti-racist body through experiential
education, inclusive worship and intentional
dialogue across racial/ethnic difference. Funds
from this offering are providing for leadership
development in our camps, our communities and
our congregations as well as providing resources to
promote small group study and community-action.
Your giving is changing lives and building hope for
the realm of God for our children and for Christ's
Church!
Jim Hunt
PPT Stewardship & Finance Advocate

Notes from the Wild Side…!
We presented our slide show on the 5th
Sunday August. I hope everyone that attended
enjoyed the presentation.
I find myself traveling a couple of weekends
this month, so I have been a little out of touch. I
will be back in full swing starting 9/21.
I hope everyone has adjusted well to the
new school year. If you get a chance, ask some of
our teens what they are up to; we have several
seniors, and some athletes.
We will be meeting on October 12th and
26th.

CHECK OUT OUR FACEBOOK SITE!!

Abby Matschke

Facilities Improvement Committee Report

You like Peanut Butter…
I like Peanut Butter…
Kids like Peanut Butter, too!
We give thanks for the food contributions
each of you make each month to the OBCC Food
Sharing Program. During the months of September
and October we are requesting that you include, as
part of your food donations, at least a jar of peanut
butter and a jar of jelly. Help us reach a goal of 100
jars of peanut butter and jelly, which will provide
3600 peanut butter and jelly sandwiches for our
neighbors who need this essential blessing. Saint
Olaf will provide the bread. Never underestimate
the difference you make in reducing hunger in the
daily lives of our local families, who need this food
support.
“Feeding a child is a simple thing but it
works miracles.” Pray our food baskets, located
outside of Pastor Richard’s office and in the New
Fellowship Hall will overflow with jars of peanut
butter and jelly.
Thank you for your commitment and
support!
Jane and Will Hatcher

The Small Group (led by Dick & Betty Barber) will
meet on Tuesday, October 7th, 2:00 p.m. at Mary
Lee Leary’s home: 4135 Windmill Road.

The committee recently met with
representatives from Guernsey-Tingle Architects
and we were very pleased with what was
presented.
Guernsey-Tingle had taken the
information received from the congregation,
including some sketches submitted by members,
and developed several concept drawings for the
sanctuary building and the Education/Fellowship
building. Some concepts were relatively modest,
others quite bold. All of the concepts were ideas
for (1) improving access to all parts of both
buildings, (2) increasing capacity, and (3)
upgrading access and quality of restrooms. All
concepts for the sanctuary preserved the existing
exterior of the building. All concepts for the
sanctuary building included major redesign and
use of the two story 1925 addition at the rear of the
building. No costs have yet been estimated and
site improvements have not yet been analyzed.
The process from here will be to refine and reduce
the number of concepts, incorporate the site
improvements, and estimate costs of the options,
for further discussion by the committee, the Board
and the congregation.
Andy Bradshaw

Tuesday Morning Circle: Despite the rain, we had
quite a turnout for our Tuesday Circle, with
20 people attending. It was so nice to see some
new faces and hope you will join us again.
Welcome to Lucy and Norm Hall, and it
was nice to have Patty Neary back with us (thanks
Ellen Waite for bringing her). Also Roy Henk was
with us all the way from Japan…it’s always nice to
have Roy, he adds so much to our discussion. Just
want to thank all who came, and for all the
delicious food you prepared.
Elaine Henk again continued our bible
lesson, and many added to the discussion.
Our next meeting will be October 14th; come
join us…both ladies and gentlemen are welcome.
Donna Haulsee

SERVING IN OCTOBER
Elders
October 5
October 12
October 19
October 26

Norm Harbour, Missy Harbour
Jim Thacker, Kim Riffle
Chuck Walker, Hunter Creech
Andy Bradshaw, Ann Bradshaw

Deacons
October 5

Danny Pitts, Elna Pitts
Michelle Wright, Cleve Wright

October 12

Lewis Williams, Carole Kerr
Joyce Allen, Dean Farr

October 19

Val Mason, Emily Friend
Edie Larkin, Norm Larkin

October 26

Arnie Cooper, Denise Cooper
Joshua Fulgham, Hunter Gardner

Acolytes
October 5
8:30/11:00

Melissa Williams, Sam Lang

October 12
8:30/11:00

Melissa Williams, Kayla Mullins

October 19
8:30/11:00

Melisa Williams, Riley Jones

October 26
8:30/11:00

Haley Creech, Todd Meadows

Deaconess
Linda Hutton

Kid’s Club
October 5
October 12
October 19
October 26

Fiona Lang, Need Volunteer
Christy Jensen, Landa Simmons
Michelle Wright, Patty Barker
Need Two Volunteers

HOMEBOUND

Tommy Hoar and Audrey White

Church Family: Judy Biggs, Duie Brantley, Herman
Floyd, Phyllis Gardner, Donna Garrett, Jesse Hall, Clay
Harrison, Linda Hutton, Lena Jeffries, Judy Jones-Wanner,
Evelyn Kirby, Paulette Moyce, Patty Neary, and Betty
Speegle.

Family and Friends: The women and men of our Armed
Forces, Michael and Betty Boley (Cleve Wright's brother-inlaw), Donna Crandall (Pat Dressler’s friend), Betty Darling
(Gertie Duke’s sister), John & Virginia Davis (Pat Allred’s
friends), Jonathan DeNio (Janet Fletcher’s 11 year-old
grandson), Cindy Garrett (Mike Garrett’s niece), Melvin
Garrett (Steve Garrett’s father), Katie Graves, Marian Hughes
(Norm Larkin’s sister), Tish Jensen (Skip Jensen’s Mother),
Sid Johnson (close family friend of Christy Jensen and her
parents), Jean Keeton, (Janet Fletcher’s sister), Mark McGee,
Sue Quick (Christy Jensen’s neighbor), Angie Morgan
(Connie Cason’s friend), Trevor Smith and his family (Larry
& Louise Smith’s grandson), Elaine Vogel (Taylor Cline’s
aunt), Linwood Waltrip (Ruby Jones’ son-in-law), Lieutenant
Colonel (Ret.) Alfred J. Wolfe (Jason Campbell’s
grandfather), and Julia and her family.
(Underlined, bold print indicates new person on the Prayer
List.)
NOTE: To add or remove a person’s name from the Prayer
List, please contact the church office: 757-566-8077.

In Sympathy: Our sympathy and prayers are given
to Kay Ainsworth and her family upon the death of
her husband, Jerry. Jerry’s Celebration of Life
Service was held at Olive Branch Church on
Sunday, September 28th.

Dear OBCC Family,
Both of our families appreciate the love,
prayers, and support given during the loss of Kim
White, our sister-in-law and my brother and Steve’s
friend, Ronnie Beasley. It made a world of
difference the support given.
Yours in Christ,
Steve White & Lorraine Beasley

Walk to End Alzheimer's
Williamsburg, VA
Saturday, October 25, 2014
Registration at 8:30 am
Ceremony at 9:30 am
Walk at 10:00 am

Matthew Whaley Elementary School
301 Scotland Street, Williamsburg, VA

OCTOBER BIRTHDAYS

01
02
10
12
14
15
16
17
19
20
27
28
29

Kevin Waid
Steve Perger
Courtney Holt
Michael Garrett
Norm Larkin, David Pitts, Helen Pruitt
Nancy Cates, Dale Teagle
Riley Jones
Dustyn Meadows
Linda Heslink
Cheryl Trexler
Daniel Abid
Anastasia Abid
Nancy Griffith

11
26
31

Charles & Helen Pruitt
Jeryl & Margie Dieleman
Don & Jessica Morse

CALLING ALL SUPPORTERS OF
THE WALK TO END ALZHEIMER'S:
OBCC has been a top 10 team the past few
years in the Walk to End Alzheimer's, and we are
looking for a member who can step up and serve as
our team captain this year! And here's the good
news: the Walk is less than 1 month away so the
time commitment is very short and even better
news, our church rallies around this cause and will
support it by walking or making a contribution
again this year! The Walk to End Alzheimer's takes
place on Saturday, Oct. 25th, 10:00 a.m. at Matthew
Whaley Elementary School. There are 1-mile and 2mile options for the Walk and if you are not able to
walk but want to be of support, there are ways to
do this! Please see Christy Jensen (#810-7416,
jensenchristyj@gmail.com) or Pastor Richard if you
are interested. Thanks for your consideration and
prayerful support of this community event.

2007 BLACKSTONE RETREAT FOR VIRGINIA DISCIPLES WOMEN

Xuyen Dangers, our Global Missionary to Laos meets
“Queen Esther” and members of Olive Branch’s CWF

Back Row: Nancy Bradshaw, Elaine Henk, Irma Gustafson, Edie Larkin, Debbie (Phares) Haydon,
Donna Haulsee, Barb Schmidt, Jeanne Bell.
Front Row: Kay Ainsworth, Shirley Harrison, Nancy Griffith and Lois Beddingfield.

Followed by a visit to Elaine’s Interlude to cook treats for CWF.

2014 REPRISE VISIT TO INTERLUDE

“Kiwi” Gail Key & “Filipino” Yasmin Recio, sous chefs

Kathy, Suzanne, Xuyen & Barb try a sampling.

Global kitchen masterpieces presented!

Kathy, Vicki, Suzanne, Xuyen, Elaine, Irma, Cheryl.

FOLLOWED BY A VISIT TO OLIVE BRANCH FAMILY NIGHT

A “global” spread.

Global Ministries Display

Xuyen gets assistance from Melissa & Josh Fulgham

Some fun and games!

OBCC’s Graduating Class of 2014.

Xuyen’s parting song:

A LITTLE LOVE
1. A little love, a little love
That slowly grows and grows;
Not one that comes and goes,
That's all I want from you.
2. Some sunny day
To look up to the sky,
A hand to help me by;
That's all I want from you

3. Don't leave me now,
Please show me that you care;
Remember when you give
You also get a share
4. Don't leave me now,
I have no time to wait;
Tomorrow may not come,
By then may be too late,
By then may be too late.

The Olive Branch

The Lost Sheep

Scripture: Luke 15:3-7. Read this scripture with
your mother or father and ask them to help you
understand these verses.
Do you collect things? Like dolls, toy
cars, sea shells, stuffed toys? Have you ever lost
one that was “special”? Did it make you sad?
Did you find it? Were you happy when you
found the one that was lost?
Jesus was talking to a group of people
one day, and the religious leaders were very
upset that Jesus was friends with sinners. He
told them a story to help them understand.
Suppose one of you had a hundred
sheep and you lost one of them. Wouldn’t you
leave the ninety-nine who were safe and go
search for the lost sheep? And when you found
the lost sheep wouldn’t you carry the lost sheep
back home? Wouldn’t you be so happy that you
would tell all of your friends about finding the
lost sheep? In the same way, there is more joy in
heaven over one sinner who repents (who says
he’s sorry for doing something wrong) than over
ninety-nine people who do not need to repent.
The Bible teaches us that we are like
sheep, and sometimes go away from God. That
makes God very sad, but he never gives up on us.
He keeps searching for us and calling us to come
back to him. He wants to bring us back into his
arms. He even sent Jesus, his Son, to save those
who are lost. Aren’t you glad that God doesn’t
was to give up on his lost sheep?
A person that watches over or tends the
sheep is called a shepherd. God watches over us,
so He is our shepherd.

PRAYER:
Dear Jesus, you are the Good
Shepherd. We thank you that you came to save
those who are lost. AMEN.

The Olive Branch
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Big, Bad, Willie Boy
By Doris H. Turner
Oh, he is big, is Willie Boy
Three hundred pounds of mean to the extreme.
No one messes with Willie Boy
Many have tried
Many have died.
Now four men walk with him down prison halls
Chains and all.
Inmates are brave locked inside their cells
Enthusiastically
Give him the finger and shout bad names.
But mostly the halls are silent
As he stumbles by.
Willie Boy looks straight ahead
And wonders
Who is visiting him today.
No one ever show up on visiting day, for him.
Who cares any way.
May be a lawyer
HA! What a laugh.
The empty visitors room is no
Surprise to Willie Boy
What catches his eye is the book on the table.
It has some sort of glow and
Willie Boy carefully
Picks up the book.
When the guards come to walk Willie Boy
Back to his cell
They couldn’t believe what they saw.
There in the center of the room
Is big, bad, Willie Boy
On his knees
Covered by a bright light.
Tears sliding down his cheeks
Chains in a heap on the floor beside him.
Reading from the glowing book
Words he had never heard before
GOD LOVES YOU!
And he smiled.
Willie Boy stayed behind prison
Walls for the rest of his life .
The warden said that he was the best minister they ever had.
The inmates just want to touch his face.
And listen when he reads from the glowing book.
They know the words GOD LOVES YOU
Is not a fairy tale
It is True!
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