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I find it difficult to accept that the summer 
of 2014 will officially be over on September 22 with 
the start of the Fall Equinox. Wasn’t it just last 
week when we started having fun in the sun? 
Where did summer go? Perhaps one reason it 
seemed to pass so fast was that we stayed busy. 
Certainly within our church family we stayed 
active! For some churches summer is a time to take 
a break. Not here! We started by sending a 
delegation the last weekend of May to the Regional 
Assembly of the Christian Church in Virginia. It 
was a wonderful weekend of worship, learning, 
and great preaching by our General Minister 
Sharon Watkins. In June we cried tears of joy when 
Haley Creech was baptized, and enjoyed our first 
dinner and a movie night, commissioned our youth 
on their mission trip and our ladies for their 
Quadrennial Assembly.  In July we had our second 
dinner and a movie event, celebrated Christmas in 
July, rode the bus to Bumpass for the revival at 
Holly Grove Christian Church, and started what 
turned out to be an excellent week of Vacation 
Bible School. In August we had our first but maybe 
not the last Dinner and the Newlywed Game, were 
greatly blessed by David and Diana Love’s 
daughter and grandchildren with the music they 
provided for worship, came together to support 
Lorraine Beasley and family as we celebrated the 
life of her recently passed brother, Ronald, joined in 
a wedding celebration for Dean and Aileen Farr, 
and enjoyed a fifth Sunday celebration and mission 
report from our youth.  So you see, we were doing 
more than just soaking up the rays this summer! 

 
 
Of course, none of this would have taken 

place or been anywhere nearly as successful 
without the efforts and prayers of our members. In  
particular I want to thank Sheila and Marney for 
the food on our movie and game show nights; Ann 
Bradshaw for directing VBS this year (and agreeing 
to do it again next year with Landa Simmons!); 
Doug Haulsee and David Love for securing 
internet for the New Fellowship Hall; Steve Perger,  
Doug Haulsee, and Todd Meadows for our white 
picket fence; Bob Lawrence and Andy Bradshaw 
for filling the pulpit during my absence; to the 
church for some nice vacation time; to Diana Love 
and Doug Dill as well as all our members for the 
wonderful words and gifts to mark my fourth 
anniversary with Olive Branch; to Emilio, Steve, 
and all the choir who graciously gave of their time 
to go to the Holly Grove revival; to the 52 church 
members who went along to keep us straight; to 
Jim Hunt who somehow found the money for the 
bus to Bumpass; to Sheila, Joyce, and Andrew for 
helping decorate the sanctuary for Christmas in 
July; to Bob “Eubanks” Phillips, Will & Jane 
Hatcher, Tracy & Hunter Creech, and Chuck & Bev 
Walker for a Newlywed Game we will not soon 
forget; to all our members who helped with the 
food preparation for our special events; and for all 
of the elders, deacons, board members, PPT 
leaders, Sunday School teachers, prayer warriors, 
volunteers, cooks, gardeners, and repairers who 
along with our congregation make Olive Branch 
such an incredible church! 

When you stay busy it shows. Every year 
Disciple congregations send in an annual report to 
be included in the yearbook of the Christian 
Church. We received the book last month. You 
might be interested to know that Olive Branch 
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Christian Church ranked number one of all the 
Disciple congregations in Virginia in outreach 
giving to Disciple related causes. Way to go Olive 
Branch! Keep it going!  Stay busy!  Fall is coming! 
 

Blessings, 
Richard 

 
 

 
 

Report of the August 19 Board Meeting 
 

The meeting began with prayer and 
discussion from the book, “Being a Disciple: 
Counting the Real Cost.”  
 Pastor Richard presented a lengthy list of 
church activities and programs during this summer 
and expressed his appreciation for all who made 
them happen. He announced that Olive Branch 
ranked Number One among all the congregations 
in Virginia in outreach giving to Disciple-related 
causes.   
 Jim Hunt announced that budget 
preparation for 2015 is underway.  The board’s 
recommended budget will be presented to the 
congregation for approval at the Annual 
Congregational Meeting in November.   

Elna Pitts’ reports reveal that we are in a 
strong financial condition through the end of July.  
Current information about our finances is on the 
attendance board located near the choir loft in the 
sanctuary.  Copies of the Treasurer’s reports can be 
obtained from the Church office.  Continuing or 
increasing the current level of giving will assure 
that we can consider more and better options for 
improving our facilities. 
 David Love reported that the PPT team will 
meet on October 13 to plan the calendar for the 
remainder of 2014. Intergenerational Activities are 
scheduled for September.   

In future meetings, the Elders and the 
Deacons will consider which responsibilities they 
will assume in the Emergency Action Plan adopted 
at this Board meeting.   
 The new sanctuary doors are almost ready 
to install, and once they are, the floor in the narthex 

will be replaced.  Steve Perger announced that the 
year-to-date donations for the Food Sharing Bank 
for 2014 total 2,710 items.  Our six year total is 
25,487 items.   
 David Love reported the installation of a 
wireless internet system in the New Fellowship 
Hall.   
 The Board approved the purchase of two 
Heart Smart defibrillators to be placed in the main 
building and the New Fellowship Hall.  Training in 
their use will be provided. 

The Board approved a plan to respond to 
individuals who come to the Church premises to 
request financial support.  The Elders and/or 
Deacons will initiate responses to each person and 
either refer the individual to the Salvation Army or, 
if prompted by Holy Spirit, arrange a later time and 
place to discuss the need(s)with the Pastor and or 
Chairman of the Board.  We ask that everyone 
refer all solicitations at church activities to the 
duty Elders. 
 A lot of time, energy and expertise lie 
beneath the actions described above.  I believe that 
Olive Branch is a Spirit driven community of faith 
used of God for His Kingdom purposes.  Let’s stay 
in tune with the Lord and with each other. 

 
Take care, 

Fred 
 

 
New Family Night Lesson for ALL Ages! 
 

Beginning September 17th, family night will 
start a new program designed for people of all 
ages, from toddler to seasoned, to learn together.  
The evening will begin with the traditional meal 
and battle for dessert, followed by a rich lesson 
plan to help all ages grow in faith working 
together.   

This curriculum is a direct result of the 
desire of our young people (and less young people) 
to learn side by side with all members of the 
church.  It will enable us to have strong 
intergenerational relationships and learning.  Make 



 

 

 plans to bring the WHOLE FAMILY out and 
participate. 

Hunter Creech 
Update from the 

Program Planning Team Advocates 
 

The Necessity of Evangelism” 
 

When we go through especially difficult 
times in life, we recognize our need of intercessory 
prayer.  Such was the case for our family recently, 
and I put out the call for your help.  Immediately 
the responses came in the form of emails, cards 
with special notes in the mail, and phone calls.  In 
thanksgiving to you for your loving support, I 
share with you the words of the poem of F. D. 
Sherman: 
 

It is my joy in life to find 
At every turning of the road, 
The strong arm of a comrade kind 
To help me onward with the load. 
 
And since I have no gold to give, 
And love alone must make amends, 
My only prayer is while I live, 
"God, make me worthy of my friends." 

 
I was reminded that so many people go 

through life and all its challenges without the 
blessing of a caring Church Family to help them 
with their load.  That need not be.  That is exactly 
why the church is here.  To help those who try to 
wrestle with pain and uncertainty all alone.  To 
share the loving care of Jesus by bathing them in 
prayer, while offering the hand of help and 
encouragement.  There are many out there facing 
an unknown future without the knowledge of our 
loving Father God.  Let's offer them the security 
that we have found in our relationship with our 
Savior by giving them the words of Jesus, “I am the 
way, the truth and the life.  No man comes to the 
Father but by Me.”  Once they have seen His light, 
they need not walk in darkness and fear any 
longer.  We will walk along side of them to “help 
them onward with their load,” just as you did for 
Larry and me. 

Thanks be to God for your faithfulness to 
reach out in love. 

 
I love you, in Jesus' name, 

Louise Smith 
PPT Evangelism Advocate 

 

Reconciliation Ministry Special Offering 
The 2014 Reconciliation Offering will be received at 
Olive Branch on September 28th and October 5th.  
The Special Offering is used to fund our 
Denomination's mission priority to become a pro-
reconciling/anti-racist body through experiential 
education, inclusive worship and intentional 
dialogue across racial/ethnic difference. Funds 
from this offering are providing for leadership 
development in our camps, our communities and 
our congregations as well as providing resources to 
promote small group study and community-action. 
Your giving is changing lives and building hope for 
the realm of God for our children and for Christ's 
Church! 

Jim Hunt 
PPT Stewardship & Finance Advocate 

 
 

 
 

Promotion Sunday 
and 

Back to Sunday School 
 

As the new school year begins so does a 
new year of Sunday School.  On Sunday, 
September 7th, we will be celebrating the start of the 
new school year with a brief promotion celebration 
for the students moving into new Sunday School 
classes.  The celebration will begin at 9:45 a.m. as 
part of the Sunday School Program and will end at 
10:15 a.m. with students going to their classes until 
10:45.  Each class will continue the theme with 
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icebreakers and beginning the upcoming Sunday 
School year. 

Hunter Creech 
 

 
 

 On Saturday, September 20th at 9:30 p.m. in 
the New Fellowship Hall, I will be leading a 
Christmas Workshop.    Our current Chrismon tree 
ornaments are somewhat dilapidated and we need 
to make new ones.    “Come One! Come All”!   Plan 
to attend and enjoy this special fellowship time 
together with your Olive Branch family. 
 

Bring a “bag lunch”! 
Sheila Yeatts 

 
 

 
 

 Thank you so much for your support of 
Operation Christmas Child.  We collected over 127 
shoeboxes, and money for shipping or support for 
this program was $1,123.00.  Let us not love with 
words or tongue, but with action…that is what you 
have done!    
 Pray that God will put each shoebox gift in 
the hands of just the right child, so that every boy 
and girl can experience His love in a special way. 
 If you haven’t had a chance to participate in 
this Samaritan Purse effort, it is NOT TOO LATE!!! 
Brochures for the shoeboxes are in the Narthex.  
You may still “pack a shoebox” or donate money 
until Sunday, November 16th. 

In His Name, 
Shiela Yeatts 

 
 
 

THANK YOU, CHURCH FAMILY 
 
 I would like to thank Steve and Linda 
Garrett for all the food they gave for Vacation Bible 

School and Wednesday Family Night.  What a 
wonderful blessing it was for all.  A BIG THANKS 
to everyone who gave food for VBS…children just 
loved it all.  What treats for us all…fresh vegetables 
& fruit!   Also, thanks to Andy Bradshaw for the 
flowers.    
 God is good…All the time! 

Sheila Yeatts 
 

 

                         
 
As we say goodbye to Beth and Devon 

Nease and thank them for their outstanding 
support of the OBCC Food Sharing Program, we 
are pleased to welcome Will and Jane Hatcher as 
partners in this ministry.  I look forward to their 
initial newsletter in October and their input and 
support of our program. 
 Below are selected parts of the St. Olaf 
August Newsletter to their forty food pantry 
support volunteers. 
 “July was another exceptional month. We 
gave out food to 72 families (129 adults and 89 
children.  We added 13 more clients to our roster 
making it a total of 410 families.  This represents an 
increase of 18%.  As we can see, the client base is 
increasing rapidly and the need for more food will 
be required. To that end, for those of you that have 
just joined us, we are now buying food at the 
Virginia Food bank at 19 cents a pound and have 
been accepted to the USDA free food supply.  
During the month of August we will determine 
how we can operate under the USDA rules to take 
advantage of that give-away program.   On July 31, 
a few volunteers were invited to attend a pantry 
committee meeting to discuss the possibilities of 
increasing the Food Pantry give-away program.  In 
this meeting we discussed ways that the program 
can be expanded and enhanced.  During the month 
of August the committee will meet 
again to finalize their ideas.  Thanks for your 
continued support, Feeding People with Dignity 
and Respect.” 
 As of 25 August, the OBCC congregation 
has donated 2,798 individual items to the St. Olaf 
Food Pantry.  Over the past 6 years and 4 months 
we have provided 25,575.  Additionally, we budget 
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$500 a year to support the Food Pantry's need for 
nonperishables.  Thank you, Olive Branch, for your 
continued support of this local ministry. 

Steve Perger 
OBCC Food Sharing Program 

 
 

Christian Women’s Fellowship 
 

I cannot say it enough times, thank you, 
thank you, thank you to all who helped to make the 
meal time for VBS so special.  A special thanks to 
Steve Garrett whose vegetable garden supplied 
delicious entrees for our creative cook, Shelia 
Yeatts.  To all those who donated food, time, and 
talents…we could not have done it without you.  I 
personally received a lot of wonderful comments 
from the children as well as adults, and told each 
one that we are a blessed community of faithful 
givers. 

Thanks to all who donated goodies, dishes, 
and helped with the recent funeral reception. 
Lorraine Beasley, Steve White, and the family were 
most appreciative.  

There will be a CWF board meeting on 
Tuesday, September 16th at 3:00 PM to discuss and 
pull together plans for the upcoming events. 

On Saturday, October 11th, we will host the 
Woman to Woman Representative to China, 
Marilyn Whitaker, at 2:00 PM in the New 
Fellowship Hall.  We will be inviting all District 
Eight ladies and hope to have a wonderful turn-out 
for this wonderful message.   

November 1st at 11:00 AM is our annual 
CWF Fall Luncheon/Fashion Show.  We are 
looking for more hand-crafted items for our 
country store and will be displaying the two 
beautiful afghans made by Keeta Hodson and 
Carole Kerr.  Raffle tickets ($1.00 each) are available 
now.  Just ask any CWF lady or contact me directly.  
It is this event and raffle that give us the funds to 
do the many Christian outreach activities both at 
home and otherwise, so I encourage all to 
participate in any way your heart tells you to.  We 

will be setting up for this event on Friday, October 
31 at 9:00 AM in the New Fellowship Hall. 

On December 8th at 6:30 PM we will be 
having our CWF Christmas dinner and hope to see 
all of our families in attendance.  Food, songs, 
beautiful readings, and a few surprises make it a 
wonderful evening for all. 

God gives each of us many talents and I am 
ever so grateful that my Christian sisters here at 
Olive Branch share them any time they are needed. 

I love the coming of fall as the colors are 
always so beautiful and the most wonderful 
holidays are just around the corner.  May God Bless 
You Always and Forever. 

Respectfully and with a joyous heart, 
submitted by,  

Marney Brickhouse 
 CWF President 

 
 
Tuesday Morning Circle:  The Tuesday Morning 
Circle met on August 12th at Interlude, with twelve 
attending.  It was so nice to have Marlies Brantley 
with us.  

After yet another delicious lunch, we 
discussed some upcoming events. 

Elaine Henk continued our study on the 
Beatitudes, with very informative discussions. 

Our next meeting will be September 9th at 
11:45.  All are invited to come for food, fellowship, 
and an interesting lesson.  I’m thinking about 
having a picnic; time to be announced. 

 
Donna Haulsee 

 
 

 
 

  
 The “Twelve Disciples Bible Study Group” 
will have an origination meeting at Jane & Will 
Hatcher’s home:  9336 Stonehouse Glen, Toano, VA 
23168 on Thursday, September 25th from 3:00 – 5:00 
p.m.  If you would like to attend or have an interest 
in being a member of this small group fellowship, 
please contact Will & Jane: phone #757-566-8883 or 



 

 

Dick & Betty Barber:  phone #757-565-0388.  This is 
a convenient location for members who live in the 
23168 and 23089 zip codes. 
 

Will & Jane Hatcher 
 
 

                              
 
 

           SEPTEMBER BIRTHDAYS  
 

01 David Duke 
02 Emily Friend 
03 Evelyn Kirby 
04 Sarah Savage 
06 Michelle Wright 
08 Sheila Yeatts 
09 Jodi Stinely 
10 Christopher Hutton; Reagan Jones 
13 Grace Hatfield 
16 Agnes Ivy 
21 Marcus Yves Abid 
22 Dale Cason; Amber Ovitt 
23 Ann Cline 
25 Betty Speegle 
26 Mary Collamore; June Phillips 
29 Val Mason 
 
 
 

       
       
08 Cleve & Michelle Wright 

09 Steve & Linda Garrett 
19 Jim & Carolyn Hunt 
25 Norm & Missy Harbour 

 
 

 
 

 The following scriptures will be used during the 
Sunday worship in August.  The underlined passages 
are the primary passages for Pastor Richard’s sermons. 
 
 September 7: Romans 13:8-14, Matthew 18:15-20    
 September 14: Exodus 14:19-31, Romans 14:1-12 
 September 21: Exodus 16:2-15, Philippians 1:21-30 
 September 28: Philippians 2:1-13, Exodus 17:1-7 
 
 
 
 

 
 
CHOIR:  Choir rehearsals are Wednesdays at 7:00 
p.m.   Please come join us in praising God with 
music. 
 
 

 
 
 
BELL CHOIR:  Bell Choir begins on Thursday, 
September 11th, at 7:00 p.m.  Come enjoy the fun 
and music! 

 
 

Special Thanks 
 
Thank you to everyone for the prayers, 

cards of encouragement, and get well wishes 
during my bout with vertigo.  Your expressions of 



 

 

love and concern meant so much to me during that 
time.  You all are so special! 

Blessings, 
Pat Dressler 

 
 
 

 
 

Xuyen Dangers 
Global Ministries Missionary 

 
 For our Family Night program on 
Wednesday, September 24th,   Xuyen Dangers, a 
Global Ministries Missionary, will be our guest 
speaker.   She is a social worker in Laos and 
developed the Social Development Program of 
Church World Services/Global Ministries there.  
The program is designed to help keep children 
from leaving school before their education is 
complete.   It began in one primary school and has 
developed into four schools with child 
development centers. 

 Come at 6:30 PM for dinner, followed by a 
presentation by our guest speaker discussing her 
work in Laos. 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 September 7  Judy Eley  
 September 14  Available 
 September 21  June Phillips 
 September 28  Available 

 
 If you desire to donate flower arrangements 
for our worship services, sign the Flower Chart on 
the bulletin board in the Narthex. 
 
 

 

Labor Day in the United States is a holiday 
celebrated on the first Monday in September.  It is a 
celebration of the American labor movement and is 
dedicated to the social and economic achievements 
of workers.  It constitutes a yearly national tribute 
to the contributions workers have made to the 
strength, prosperity, and well-being of their 
country. 

In 1882, Matthew Maguire, a machinist, first 
proposed the holiday while serving as secretary of 
the Central Labor Union of New York 

Labor Day was promoted by the Central 
Labor Union and the Knights of Labor, who 
organized the first parade in New York City. After 
the Haymarket Massacre, which occurred in 
Chicago on May 4, 1886, U.S. President Grover 
Cleveland feared that commemorating Labor Day 
on May 1 could become an opportunity to 
commemorate this affair.  Thus, in 1887, Labor Day 
was established as an official holiday in September 
to support the Labor Day that the Knights favored. 

Oregon was the first state to make it a 
holiday on February 21, 1887.  By the time it 
became a federal holiday, thirty states officially 
celebrated Labor Day.    All U.S. states, the District 
of Columbia, and the territories have made it a 
statutory holiday. 

The form for the celebration of Labor Day 
was outlined in the first proposal of the holiday: A 
street parade to exhibit to the public "the strength 
and esprit de corps of the trade and labor 
organizations", followed by a festival for the 
workers and their families. This became the pattern 
for Labor Day celebrations.  Speeches by prominent 
men and women were introduced later, as more 
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emphasis was placed upon the civil significance of 
the holiday. Still later, by a resolution of the 
American Federation of Labor convention of 1909, 
the Sunday preceding Labor Day was adopted as 
Labor Sunday and dedicated to the spiritual and 
educational aspects of the Labor movement.  

 

 
 

SERVING IN SEPTEMBER 
 

Elders 
September 7 Chuck Walker, Hunter Creech  
September 14 Andy Bradshaw, Ann Bradshaw 
September 21 Fred Rothermel, Marney Brickhouse 
September 28 Doug Dill, Sheila Yeatts 
 

Deacons 
September 7 Val Mason, Emily Friend 
 Edie Larkin, Norm Larkin 
 
September 14 Arnie Cooper, Denise Cooper 
 Josh Fulgham, Hunter Gardner 
 
September 21 Tracy Creech, Lucy Hall 
 Dale Teagle, Patty Barker 
 
September 28 Skip Jensen, Don Morse 
 Richard Jones, Christiana Jones 
  

Acolytes  
September 7  
8:30/11:00 Melissa Williams/Evan Martin 

 
September 14 
8:30/11:00 Haley Creech/Alex Allred  
 
September 21 
8:30/11:00 Melissa Williams/Emily Lang 
  
September 28 
8:30/11:00 Melissa Williams/Reagan Jones 
 

Deaconess 
 

Phyllis Taylor 
 

Kid’s Club 
 

September 7 
September 14 
September 21 
September 28 

 
 

HOMEBOUND 
Tommy Hoar and Audrey White 

 
 

Church Family:  Judy Biggs, Duie Brantley, Phyllis 
Gardner, Donna Garrett, Jesse Hall, Linda Hutton, Judy 
Jones-Wanner, Evelyn Kirby, Paulette Moyce, and Patty 
Neary. 
 
Family and Friends:  The women and men of our 
Armed Forces, Donna Crandall (Pat Dressler’s friend), 
Cindy Garrett (Mike Garrett’s niece), Katie Graves, 
Marian Hughes (Norm Larkin’s sister), Jean Keeton, 
(Janet Fletcher’s sister), Sue Quick (Christy Jensen’s 
neighbor), Angie Morgan (Connie Cason’s friend), 
Trevor Smith and his family (Larry & Louise Smith’s 
grandson), Elaine Vogel (Taylor Cline’s aunt), Linwood 
Waltrip (Ruby Jones’ son-in-law), Lieutenant Colonel 
(Ret.) Alfred J. Wolfe (Jason Campbell’s grandfather), 
Julia and her family, and family of Michael Bailey. 
 
(Underlined, bold print indicates new person on the 
Prayer List.) 
 

NOTE:   To add or remove a person’s name from the 
Prayer List, please contact the church office: 757-566-
8077. 

 
 

 
 

 St. Olaf Food Pantry Ministry would like to 
thank you and your congregation for their 
generosity and well wishes. 
 We are working to enhance the Food Pantry 
service.  One of our ideas is to extend the hours of 
operation so that more families can take avantage 
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of the food give-away program.  It is extremely 
frustrating to know that there are  so many families 
below the poverty level right here in Williamburg.  
Don’t hesitate to send needy families to our pantry. 
 Feeding people with dignity and respect, 

Joseph P. Cesario 

 
We trace the journey of our shoeboxes. 

 
Tammy Presnall, guest speaker for Samaritan’s 
Purse Operation Christmas Child Program and 

Sheila Yeatts     
 

 
 
 
 

 
127 Strong! 

 
And the celebration begins for Richard! 

(4 Years as OBCC’s pastor) 
 

CWF SURPRISES RICHARD 

 
Vicki Anderson, Shirley Harrison, Kay Ainsworth, 

Barb Schmidt & Nancy Griffith 
 
 



 

 

 
Before the “carving.” 

 

 
Richard takes the cake. 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 

 
 

Back to School 
(Peter's Confession)  

 

 The disciples go "back to school" 
with Jesus.  

  

Scripture: Then he asked them, "Who do you 
say I am?"   Peter answered, "You 
are the Messiah, the Son of the 
living God."  Matthew 16:15-16 
(NIV) 

  

 
 
It's back to school time again! Some of you 
are probably feeling excited. Some of you 
may be a little sad that summer is over. You 
may feel nervous or a little scared about 
going back to school because of all the new 
things that you will have to face. You will 
have new teachers, some new friends, and 
some of you may even be going to a new 
school. 
 
On the first day of school, the teacher will 
probably ask some questions to see how 
much you already know. When the teacher 
asks a question to which you know the 
answer, you might wave your hand excitedly 
in the air and say, "I know! I know!" It is a 
great feeling when you know the answer, 
isn't it? It sure helps to take away those 
"back to school jitters." 
 
In this Bible lesson, the disciples are going 
"back to school." Can you guess who their 
teacher is? Right! Jesus is their teacher. 
Jesus often took his disciples aside to teach 
them important lessons about the Kingdom 
of God.  Jesus began his lesson by asking his 
disciples a question.  "Who do people say 
that I am?" Jesus asked.  One of the disciples 
raised his hand and said, "I know! I know! 



 

 

Some people say that you are John the 
Baptist."  Then another of the disciples said, 
"I know! I know! Some people say you are 
Elijah."  A third disciple said, "Some people 
say that you are Jeremiah or one of the other 
prophets." 
 
"Very good," Jesus said, "that is what other 
people are saying, but who do YOU say that 
I am?"   Peter called out to Jesus, "You are 
the Christ, the Son of the living God."  Jesus 
said, "You are right, Peter. You didn't learn 
that from listening to other people. It was 
taught to you by my Father in heaven." 
 
The lesson that the disciples learned is just 
as important today as it was then.  Many 
people in our world today still do not know 
who Jesus is.  When someone asks us who 
Jesus is, we need to be ready with the 
answer, "He is the Messiah, the Son of 
the living God." 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
PRAYER:   Dear Father, when people are 
searching for the answer to the question, 
"Who is Jesus?" help us to be ready with the 
answer.   In Jesus' name we pray. Amen. 
 

 
 
 

 

 
 

 



 

 

Peter's Confession of Christ 
 

 
 
Read Matthew 16:13-20, then complete the 
sentences below by filling in the blanks with the 
correct words from the word bank at the bottom of the 
page. 
 
 
1. Some people thought that Jesus was __________ 
the ___________. 
 
2. Others said he was Elijah, Jeremiah or one of the 
____________. 
 

 
3. Jesus asked, "Who do __________ say that I 
am?" 
 
4. Simon Peter answered, "You are the __________, 
the Son of the living God." 
 
5. Jesus said "This was revealed to you by my 
__________ in __________." 
 
6. "You are Peter, and on this rock I will build my 
__________." 
 
7. "I will give you the __________ of the kingdom of 
heaven." 
 
8. Jesus warned his _____________ not to tell 
anyone that he was the Christ. 
 

_  _  _   _  _  _  _ 
 
Disciples Christ   John   church 
 
Prophets you   Father  heaven  
 
keys   Baptist                                               
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