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Taking the Damascus Road 
 
As part of the worship service on June 22, 

our congregation participated in a commissioning 
service for our Disciple Women and Disciple 
Youth.  Our women were preparing to leave for the 
Quadrennial Assembly, an event sponsored by the 
International Disciples Women’s Ministries of the 
Christian Church (Disciples of Christ) that lifts up 
women from around the world through fellowship, 
worship, service, and education. Our youth, 
accompanied by Abby Matschke and Andrew 
Pfister, will be traveling to Indianapolis where they 
will enter into the lives of others through service 
projects, children’s programs, and working at local 
non-profit agencies; all the while building 
relationships with people in need.  
 Commissioning men and women for service 
is a practice often recorded in the Bible.  In the New 
Testament, Jesus commissioned the Disciples and 
sent them out to proclaim the Kingdom of God. 
Saul, soon to be Paul, was commissioned for 
ministry by the risen Lord on the road to 
Damascus.  With Paul we see the parts that make 
up the commissioning story: Confrontation, 
Reaction, Commission.  Paul was confronted by a 
bright light and the voice of the Lord, forcing Paul 
to react in shock, producing blindness.  After his 
blindness was removed, Paul served the Lord, 
doing what he was told to do. He was 
commissioned to perform ministry in the name of 
the Lord. 
  

 
Not many Christians have had such a 

Damascus Road experience. Too many of us do 
our best to avoid Damascus, praying that the Lord 
will skip over us and not enter our lives in such a 
forceful way, demanding of us what was 
demanded of Paul.  But as believers, none of us 
have been skipped; we have all been called, 
equipped, and commissioned to witness to Christ 
in word and deeds.  As I like to frequently point 
out, all of us have been given at least one gift for 
ministry.  We don’t all have the same gift – thank 
God!  But all of our gifts are equally important for 
making ministry happen.  And all were given for 
one reason: to be used.         

This summer, take some time to reflect on 
your gifts. Ask God to show you where in 
ministry your gifts fit.  And then commit to using 
them, sharing them, in ministry.  For we all have 
been commissioned to “see through the eyes of 
grace; see through the voice of compassion; see 
through the hands of justice; see with the heat of 
joy,” all in the name of the Lord. 

Blessings, 
Richard 

 
 

 

 
 

    Friday, July 4th 
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The Sacred and the Profane 
 

In Acts 2:42–47, people experienced "many 
wonders and miracles done by the apostles." They 
shared their possessions, they met in the temple, 
and they gathered in homes to share their meals. 
The Spirit of God carried them along, and 
thousands flocked to the new movement.  

Now, fast forward two thousand years. We 
also worship, teach, pray, fellowship, and share 
goods in many ways like the early believers.  The 
Holy Spirit still changes lives in the Olive Branch 
community and adds to our numbers.  And, like 
them, the Spirit still leads us to meet the living God 
in day-to-day living.   

As a community, we carry out religious 
practices that portray a steady, lasting obedience 
much like our forebears.  For, they found God in 
the fleeting, spiritually intense works of the Holy 
Spirit.  And, they also found the Lord in the steady 
work of the Holy Spirit in the everyday activities of 
life. 

We have tender and profound thoughts and 
prayers about second chances, healing and 
protection.   They may not be the formal prayers of 
the institutional church. They may not be the 
ecstatic utterances of a miraculous vision. But, they 
are dignified, homey and eloquent, the ordinary 
and yet sacred stuff of life in God's Spirit.  

We meet God in church programs and 
activities.  We also meet him in domestic activities 
and the activities at school and work. We don’t 
need to escape our homes to find God.  We don’t 
need to run away from home to pray. We need to 
follow Christ’s example, and empty 
ourselves, entering more deeply into the mystery of 
the domestic and finding the wholeness and 
holiness that waits for us there.  

I pray that as a community of believers and 
as individual believers, we find God in every 
dimension of our lives.  Stay faithful this summer 
to God and to what the Spirit calls you to do. 

Take care, 
Fred 

 
 

 The following scriptures will be used during the 
Sunday worship in May.  The underlined passages are 
the primary passages for Pastor Richard’s sermons. 

 
July 6: Romans 7:15-25a; Matthew 11:16-19, 25-30 
July 13: Andy Bradshaw preaching 
July 20: Romans 8:12-25; Genesis 28:10-19a 
July 27: Luke 2:8-14; John 3:16 
 
 
 

 
 

JULY BIRTHDAYS 
 

02 Brenda White 
06 Richard Cline 
 J. R. Powell 
07 Robbi Hutton 
 Chuck Walker 
08 Elizabeth Jones 
09 Bob Key 
 Dylan Meadows 
11 Dawn Gormus  
13 Haley Creech 
14 Richard Bradshaw 
16 Carolyn Hunt 
18 Jacob Hammack 
20 Paula Thacker 
 Bonnie Willard 
21 Ralph Hutton 
22 Mike Ayers 
23 Dave Wolverton 
25 Dick Barber 

Roy Henk 
28 Donald White 
31 Lawrence Bradshaw 
 Jason Waltrip 
 John Waltrip 

 
 
 



 

 

Update from the 
Program Planning Team Advocates 

 
“The Necessity of Evangelism” 

 
Father's Day was this past Sunday and what 

a wonderful day it was, as children and 
grandchildren reached out to their dads and 
grandfathers with words that are usually reserved 
for special occasions.  When Larry received his 
loving cards, phone calls, and visits, he said to me, 
"I hope I deserve all that."  I asked him (I already 
knew the answer), "Well, what did you do for our 
children?" to which he responded, "I was always 
there".  And he was, just like our Abba God.  HE'S 
ALWAYS THERE for us in every situation, ready to 
lift us out of the quagmires we find ourselves in.  
He's there to pat us on the back when we're doing 
the "good stuff", to encourage us when we run hard 
races, and teach us to overcome the challenges we 
face.  That's what earthly daddies do for their 
children, if they are "always there".  Sometimes, we 
in the church need to pick up the slack for those 
children whose dad's are unable, for whatever 
reason, to be there for them.  This will help them 
recognize that they have a heavenly Father God, 
who IS there for them. 
 Those outside the church need to get in 
touch with their heavenly Father.  It is up to us to 
share the love of God with them so they can come 
into His saving grace.  As Christians, we are being 
watched by the world.  I thought of this as we 
played with our triplet great-grandchildren last 
Sunday afternoon.  They watched everything we 
did.  If we clapped, they clapped; if we "clucked", 
they "clucked".  Children are imitators.  The world 
is watching to see if we are imitating Jesus by the 
way we live our lives, by the way we treat others.  
Haley Creech had been watching her whole life, 
how her parents live, how her sister lives, how her 
grandmother lives, how her church family lives.  
And through all these people in her life, she was 
able to know Jesus.  My heart was thrilled, as I 
know yours was, when she went into those 
baptismal waters on Sunday, Father's Day, and her 
entire family celebrated her decision to follow 
Jesus. 
 Scripture tells us that there are many who 
are seeking that same Jesus. How can we share 
Him today, that they might come into that same 
relationship that we have with our Abba; that they 

may have the joy of salvation through Jesus Christ?  
Our Father is watching.  Let Him "catch" us being 
obedient and He will reward...   

I love you, in Jesus' name, 
Louise Smith 

PPT Evangelism Advocate 
 
 
 

Almost Heaven Connection 
     

The clothes closet project has really been 
busy!  Our regular donors have joined forces with 
yard sale leftovers, school lost-and-founds, and 
brand new donors with very clean closets to fill the 
bins, stock the bags, and keep the racks with 
hangers full!  Whatever did we do?  We made 
LOTS of deliveries!  Emily Dill picked up 4 more 
clothes racks which were promptly filled.  Thanks, 
Emily!  We donated to the clothing drive in Fair 
Oaks, sent kids' coats, ski pants, hats, scarves, and 
gloves to the Ukraine, sent bedding to a homeless 
shelter in Newport News, and held a summer 
clothing free-for-all in the senior center at Burnt 
Ordinary.  Special thanks to Nola Graves, Laura 
Jessee, and Edie Larkin for all of their help!   

What's next?  Donations tend to drop in the 
summer.  We will use this time to organize the fall 
and winter inventories, schedule fall deliveries, and 
distribute the remaining summer inventory.  When 
the seasons change, we'll be ready.  Thank you for 
your donations and your prayers!   

Emily Friend 
 
 

 

 
 

July 6:  Nancy Griffith 
July 13:  The Creech Family 
July 20:  Available 
July 27  Available 
 
 If you desire to donate flower arrangements for 
our worship services, sign up on the Flower Chart on 
the bulletin board in the Narthex. 



 

 

 

Once an emergency food 
recipient, now a donor! 

 

When Stacy was 19 years old, she was a 
single mom with two children and no college 
degree. She struggled to find employment and 
found herself working three to four jobs while 
going to school. During her time of need, she 
turned to a local food pantry. 

“I felt ashamed of myself, not being able to 
provide for my children, she admitted.“  But when 
I went to the food pantry, I was greeted with smiles 
and they didn’t think twice about helping me.” 

Stacy is now 35 and married with three 
children.  She has her bachelor’s degree and is in 
school and on track to receive a masters of business 
administration degree.  While working full time in 
project management, she started a business with 
her husband. 

But she hasn’t forgotten her past. Her 
company holds regular food drives for the food 
pantry that helped her in her time of need.  
“Having organizations such as this is so 
necessary,” she said. “They were there for me when 
I really needed help. I’ll never forget the feelings of 
not having the means to feed my children. I am 
now able to pay those same blessings forward.” 

 Thank you, Olive Branch, for your 
continued support of the St. Olaf Food Pantry.  I 
am certain there are stories just like Stacy’s within 
our local community.  

God Bless,  
 Devon and Beth Nease 

 
 
 

 
 

Notes from the Wild Side…! 

Congratulations to Ryan Matschke for 
graduating from Warhill High School.   We went to 
Indianapolis on 6/29/14 for our mission trip.  Thank 
you for keeping us in your prayers during our trip.  
I will have a full update to come soon.  We will also 
have a power point presentation sometime in July 
or early August.   

  Our Youth meetings are July 13, and 27. 

CHECK OUT OUR FACEBOOK SITE!! 
 

Abby Matschke 
 

 
 
 

 

http://www.firstfoodbank.org/wp-content/uploads/2014/02/Stacy.jpg
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Christian Women’s Fellowship 
 
 
Tuesday Morning Circle…Tuesday’s Circle met 
June 10th at Interlude, with fourteen attending.  
Sarah Waid brought Russell, and Rodney & Sheri 
Wise.  Rodney started our time together playing 
the piano for us, and we actually sang a verse or 
two; thanks Rodney, it was a great way to start the 
meeting.  As always we had a plentiful lunch. 

 
Marney Brickhouse let us know of some 

events coming up; lots to look forward to. 
 
Elaine Henk continued our lesson on the 

Sermon on the Mount, with input from us, and a 
little acting-out of some of the verses. 

 
Come join us on the second Tuesday of each 

month, for a great message, food and fellowship.  
Our next meeting will be July 8th at 11:45 a.m. at 
Interlude. 

 
Donna Haulsee 

 
 

 
 

 

 
 
 
 

 
 
July 4th Greetings from the Boyds…Peggy and I 
want to wish everybody a fantastic 4th of July with 
family and friends.  Fish bakes, church picnics and 
down home family get-togethers give us a chance 
to really reflect on our God’s grace and freedom He 
has blessed us with. 

Peg and Scott Boyd 
 
Thanks from Good News Jail & Prison 
Ministry…I wanted to make sure I took time to 
thank you for your financial support for the month 
of May.  As the hot days of summer are upon us, I 
can’t help but remind myself that this season isn’t 
all fun and games.  For many that find themselves 
living on the street, these days are miserable.  I am 
reminded of a conversation I had a while back with 
one of our inmates that keep us focused on items 
like this. 
 “What goes around comes around I guess.  It 
took me a long time to confess to what I did and I paid 
the penalty for it.  I’ve been in jail for fifteen long 
months, this time.  The only good that came out of my 
incarceration is getting saved and finishing the Bible 
studies.  I do feel like when I’m released this time that 
I’m going to make it.  If I had kept my eyes on Jesus, I 
may have made it the last time I got released from jail.” 
 Working with you behind bars for the sake 
of souls… 

Chaplain Rick Jenkins 
 
 

 
 

Welcome, Haley! 
 

 Haley Creech affirmed her confession of 
faith through her baptism on Father’s Day, June 
15th.  Tears of joy were flowing from our 
congregation that day! 
 

http://www.churchart.com/Subscriber/ViewImages.aspx?keywords=&entry_date=&image_type=,cl,ca,ph,pp,bc&topic_id=180&image_source_id=&page=2
http://www.churchart.com/Subscriber/ViewImages.aspx?keywords=&entry_date=&image_type=,cl,ca,ph,pp,bc&topic_id=92&image_source_id=&page=6
http://www.churchart.com/Subscriber/ViewImages.aspx?keywords=baptism&entry_date=1/1/0001&image_type=,cl,ca,ph,pp,bc&topic_id=&image_source_id=&page=11


 

 

Virginia Regional Assembly – May 2014 
 

 
 
 

 
 
 

 
Newly Elected Regional Officers 

 

2014 OBCC Picnic – June 8th 
 

 
 
 

 
 
 
 

 
 
 



 

 

 
 

SERVING  IN  JULY 
 

Elders 
 
July 6 Norm Harbour, Missy Harbour 
July 13 Jim Thacker, Kim Riffle 
July 20 Doug Dill, Sheila Yeatts 
July 27 Chuck Walker, Hunter Creech 
 

Deacons 
 
July 6 Skip Jensen, Don Morse 
 Richard Jones, Christina Jones 
July 13 Danny Pitts, Elna Pitts 
 Michelle Wright, Cleve Wright 
July 20 Lewis Williams, Carole Kerr 
 Joyce Allen, Dean Farr 
July 27 Val Mason, Emily Friend 
 Edie Larkin, Norm Larkin 
  

Acolytes  
July 6  
8:30/11:00 Melissa Williams/Kayla Mullins 

 
July 13 
8:30/11:00 Melissa Williams/Evan Martin 
 
July 20 
8:30/11:00 Melissa Williams/Todd Meadows 
 
July 27 
8:30/11:00 Melissa Williams/Alex Allred 
 

 
Deaconess 

 
Phyllis Gardner 

 
Kid’s Club 

 
July 6 
July 13 
July 20 
July 27 
 

 
 

HOMEBOUND 
Tommy Hoar and Audrey White 

 
Church Family:  Jerry Ainsworth, Becky Allred, Pat 
Allred, Jimmy Allred and family, Clyde Avery, Jeanne 
Bell, Judy Biggs, Duie Brantley, Phyllis Gardner, Nola 
Graves, Jesse Hall, Lucy Hall, Grace Hatfield, Lena 
Jeffries, Paulette Moyce, Patty Neary, Donna Perger, 
Charles & Helen Pruitt, Ellen Sullivan, Richard Thiel, 
Russell & Sarah Waid, and Dave Willard 
 
Family and Friends:  The women and men of our 
Armed Forces, Karen Arnold, Bill Bailey (friend of Tracie 
Heslink); Dick Barrere (friend of Keeta Hodson), Michael 
Boley (Cleve Wright’s brother-in-law), Jim Brown (friend 
of Pastor Richard & Ann Cline), Alan Carlton (friend of 
Dawn Gormus’ family), Cheryl Deal (Dale Teagle’s niece), 
Elwood Edwards (friend of Chuck Walker), Eunice Ellis 
(Linda Garrett’s sister), Herman Faircloth (David Duke’s 
friend), John Friend (Emily Friend’s brother), Melissa 
Fulgham (Russell & Sarah Waid’s daughter/the Fulgham’s 
mother), Evala Gordineer (Norm & Lucy Hall’s daughter), 
Katie Graves (Nola Grave’s daughter), Roy Griffith (Nancy 
Griffith’s son), Kenny Gumaer, Robbin Helms, Carl 
Henley (Gene & Cheryl Johnson’s friend), Irma & Fred 
Huffman, Sr. and son, Freddie, Jr.  (Judy Biggs’ sister and 
brother-in-law), Albert Hutchens (friend of Keeta Hodson), 
Ike Iverson (friend of Norm Hall), Tish Jensen (Skip 
Jensen’s mother), Don Killian (friend of Tracie Heslink); 
Frank & Patty Kunze (friends of Gene & Cheryl Johnson),  
Fran McCoy (friend of Nola Graves), Tony Melzer, Warren 
Parker (Gertie Duke’s nephew), Priscilla McKennie (Gertie 
Duke’s friend), Bill & Iris Reeder (Nancy Griffith’s sister 
& brother-in-law); Alexis Ries (Dawn Gormus’ daughter), 
Arlene Rogers, Pam Saunders (Thacker’s daughter), Zeke 
Scaggs (Marlies Brantley’s brother), Louise Schwartz, 
Gloria Stratton, George Vaughn (Judy Biggs’ uncle), Carla 
Wilkins (Robert Wilkins’ sister), and Clara (friend of Beth 
Nease). 
 
 

(Underlined, bold print indicates new person on the Prayer 
List.) 
 
 

NOTE:   To add or remove a person’s name from the Prayer 
List, please contact the church office: 757-566-8077. 
 
 
 



 

 

“Independence Day” 
 

Friday, July 4, 2014 
 

(America's 238th Independence Day) 
 

Remember to 
Fly our Nation’s Flag! 

 
I pledge allegiance to the Flag  
Of the United States of America, 
And to the Republic for which is stands, 
One Nation under God, indivisible, 
With liberty and justice for all. 

--The Pledge of Allegiance, 1892 
 

On July 4, 1776, we claimed our independence 
from Britain and Democracy was born.  Every day 
thousands leave their homeland to come to the “land 
of the free and the home of the brave” so they can 
begin their American Dream. 

The United States is truly a diverse nation 
made up of dynamic people.  Each year on July 4th, 
Americans celebrate that freedom and independence 
with barbecues, picnics, and family gatherings. 
 America's 238th Independence Day will be 
celebrated on Friday, July 4, 2014. 
 

Happy Birthday, America! 
 

 
     

During the American Revolution, the legal 
separation of the Thirteen Colonies from Great 
Britain occurred on July 2, 1776, when the Second 
Continental Congress voted to approve a resolution 

of independence that had been proposed in June by 
Richard Henry Lee of Virginia declaring the United 
States independent from Great Britain. After voting 
for independence, Congress turned its attention to 
the Declaration of Independence, a statement 
explaining this decision, which had been prepared 
by a Committee of Five, with Thomas Jefferson as 
its principal author.  Congress debated and revised 
the wording of the Declaration, finally approving it 
on July 4.  A day earlier, John Adams had written 
to his wife Abigail: 

 
The second day of July, 1776, will be the most 
memorable epoch in the history of America. I  
am apt to believe that it will be celebrated by 
succeeding generations as the great anniversary  
festival. It ought to be commemorated as the day  
of deliverance, by solemn acts of devotion to  
God Almighty. It ought to be solemnized with  
pomp and parade, with shows, games, sports,  
guns, bells, bonfires, and illuminations, from  
one end of this continent to the other, from this  
time forward forever more. 
 
Adams's prediction was off by two days. 

From the outset, Americans celebrated 
independence on July 4, the date shown on the 
much-publicized Declaration of Independence, 
rather than on July 2, the date the resolution of 
independence was approved in a closed session of 
Congress. 
 
 

 

 Our first Dinner and a Movie night was 
such a success!  Thank you for attending; thank 
you, Marney Brickhouse, for organizing the food 
and for all those who helped!   
 Our next Dinner and a Movie night will be 
Wednesday, July 9th at 6:30 p.m.  Come and join the 
fun! 

 Pastor Richard 
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Sunday – July 27th  
 

 On Sunday, July 27th our sanctuary will be 
decorated for Christmas, including the Christmas 
tree! The birth of our Lord and Savior, Jesus Christ, 
will be celebrated at both worship services by the 
reading of the Christmas scriptures, singing the 
Christmas hymns, and Pastor Richard will preach 
on the Christ Child’s birth. 
  
 It’s “Operation Christmas Child” time!    
On Sunday, July 13th, brochures will be included in 
the bulletins to tell the “5” easy steps, gift 
suggestions, box labels, and a donation envelope.    
Your gifts enable Samaritan’s Purse to share the 
Good News of God’s greatest gift—His Son, Jesus 
Christ—with boys and girls who need to know 
how much Jesus loves them. 
These gifts of joy also represent opportunities for 
children to experience God’s love and hear the 
“Good News” of Jesus Christ.  On Sunday, July 
27th, we’ll place our “shoeboxes” under the 
Christmas Tree. 
 
 Following the 11:00 a.m. worship service on 
July 27th, all are invited to the New Fellowship Hall 
to enjoy a typical Christmas Dinner, with all the 
trimmings.   It’s time to place this special Sunday 
on your calendar…bring your family and 
celebrate our Lord’s birth! 
 

In His Name, 
Sheila Yeatts 

 
 

 

 

 
 
Aid and Attendance: Help for Veterans 
 

The Historic Triangle Coalition of Churches 
for Adult Day Services will present an opportunity 
to learn more about help for caregivers—
information for caregivers about financial help 
available to veterans for either in-home care or care 
in a facility. 
 On July 23 at 10 am, Attorneys Susan Jean 
and Rhiannon Hartmann from The Heritage Law 
Group will present a program on "Aid and 
Attendance: Help for Veterans" at Our Saviour's 
Lutheran Church.  There is no charge to attend the 
program and for those needing respite, if possible, 
that can be provided.  
 Seating is limited, so please respond to Joan 
Bender at 345-6974 to reserve a space. 
 The Innovative Senior Champion Program 
is going well at New Zion Baptist Church on 
Longhill road on Tuesdays from 10 am to 2 pm and 
at Our Saviour’s Lutheran Church on Richmond 
Road in Norge on Wednesdays from 10 am to 2 
pm.  There is still room to accommodate 3-4 
participants.  For more information contact Joan 
Bender at 345-6974 or Nancy Rivolta at 564-7443. 
 Volunteer training will be offered in July for 
anyone wishing to volunteer in the Innovative 
Senior Champion Program.  Please contact either of 
the ladies mentioned above if you would like more 
information about this exciting opportunity. 
 

 

 
 

ITEMS NEEDED FOR VBS 
 
For our VBS this year we need you to save and 
donate the following: water and soda bottle caps, 
wine corks, empty cardboard toilet paper rolls, and 
small scraps of fabric.  We need to make 1" x 5" 
strips, so your small scraps are perfect clothing for 
our cork Hebrew children.  

http://www.churchart.com/Subscriber/ViewImages.aspx?keywords= veterans&entry_date=1/1/0001&image_type=,cl,ca,ph,pp,bc&topic_id=&image_source_id=&page=5
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Vacation Bible School:   Wilderness Escape 
 
 

 
 

 
Vacation Bible school this summer will focus on the Israelites “Escape from the 
Wilderness”- going from Egypt to the land filled with milk and honey.  Everyone 
is invited to join in the fun.  There will even be an adult class taught by Pastor 
Richard Cline. 
 
Come join the fun of learning how God’s people trusted God for everything.  
They learned to trust through plagues, why Passover is celebrated, escaping the 
Egyptians, and for their daily food and needs.  There will be songs, crafts, 
friendships made and lots of fun for everyone. 
 
Dinner will be served every night at 5:30 and classes will from 6:00 – 8:00 
Monday through Thursday.  Friday night will be a family fun night with outdoor 
activities for all.   
 
Registration is on-line at www.ob-cc.org; look for the link in the middle of the 
page. 
 
Come join the fun of Vacation Bible School this summer at OBCC.   Bring the 
family, invite your neighbors and friends to come too! 
 
          Ann Bradshaw 

 

http://www.ob-cc.org/
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Hey, Kids!!    This is YOUR page in “The 
Olive Branch”, and will be included in each 
newsletter. 
 

 
 
 

GETTING 
AWAY FROM 

IT ALL 
  
 Have you ever taken a vacation?  
Have you ever gone to the mountains?  
It is so very quiet and peaceful 
there…you see beautiful trees, lakes and 
rivers, many different animals; and hear 
many quiet sounds…bubbling noises 
made by the waters in rivers and 
streams, birds chirping, the wind in the 
trees, small animals running through the 
leaves in the fall when the leaves are on 
the ground.  The “quietness” helps you 
to rest. 
 

Everyone needs to get away from 
the hustle and bustle of everyday life.  
For parents it may mean they need a 
break from work.  Even children need to  
get away from school work and all the 
activities they are involved in.  We all 
need to get away and rest; it helps us to 
do better when we go back to work and 
school. 
  

Did you know that even Jesus said 
that we sometimes need to take time off 
to catch up on our rest?  One day the 
disciples went to Jesus and told him how 
busy they were…teaching and ministering 
to the needs of the people.  “There have 
been so many people coming and going 
that we sometimes don’t have enouth 
time to stop and eat,” they told Jesus.  
“Come with me to a quiet place so that 
you can get some rest,” Jesus said to the 
disciples.  So the Bible tells us tht they 
got in a boat and went away with Jesus 
to a quiet place.   
 
 
 
LET’S PRAY:  Dear Father, we thank you 
for work, for play, and for school.  We 
also thank you for those times when we 
can get away from it all—and get some 
rest.  In Jesus’ name we pray.  Amen. 
 
 
 
Scripture:  The apostles gathered 
around Jesus and reported to him all 
they had done and taught. Then, 
because so many people were coming 
and going that they did not even have a 
chance to eat, he said to them, "Come 
with me by yourselves to a quiet place 
and get some rest." So they went away 
by themselves in a boat to a solitary 
place. Mark 6:30-32 (NIV) 
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DRAGON SLAYER 

 
By Doris Turner 

 
 

On and on the dragon trods 
Death and destruction to all who 

Cross his path 
 

Before the dragon, one stand along 
Unafraid 

Shield in one hand 
Lance in the other 

 
Evil laughs 
Licks its lips 

Drools in anticipation of the 
Blood bath to come 

 
Dragon breath and flames 

Bounce off the shield 
In the warrior’s hand 

Nimble jumping avoid bombs 
From the right and the left hands 

Of the dragon 
 

Soon the warrior aims and the lance 
Flies straight and true 
Into the dragon’s heart 

Evil topples, falls 
Never to rise again 

 
Sunlight shines on the warrior’s helmet 

Sparkling, gleaming 
Red, White and Blue colors bounce and dance 

All over the desert floor 
 

The colors of 
FREEDOM! 
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