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Creating Memories 
 

Memories are strange things, especially in 
respect to what we remember and what we forget. 
Sometimes all it takes is a trigger object, a word or 
phrase, a smell, a picture – and a memory of days 
gone by rush upon us, as if it was just yesterday. A 
couple of weeks ago one of our church family 
young people brought me such an object.  Alex 
presented me with a paper hat that read, “Eat 
Krispy Kreme Doughnuts.”  As I held that hat in 
my hand, memories flooded over me of going to 
the Krispy Kreme store on Stratford Road, the 
original site of the first Krispy Kreme bakery, in 
Winston-Salem.  They had large panes of glass that 
looked back upon the preparation area, where you 
could follow the raw dough on its journey through 
the fryer, exiting under a waterfall of hot glaze, 
finally coming to rest on the cooling rack before 
being boxed and sold. It was always a special 
moment when the family would take a trip to 
Krispy Kreme; it made us all ‘Happy, Happy, 
Happy!’  
 Memories are also a part of our faith 
journey. Like me, you probably remember a special 
Sunday School teacher, or the man or woman that 
always greeted you upon arriving at church, a 
particular pastor, or someone that treated you in a 
way that made you feel special and loved. As a 
church family we are always creating memories, as 
we build each other up, through prayers, words of 
encouragement, and simple hugs. 

 
 
The truth is that after we are gone from this 

life, very few will remember what we said. But they 
will remember how we loved, and what we did 
with God’s gift of life. Love and forgiveness are 
powerful; they can transform not just lives, but our 
world. So this summer, go forth and make 
memories in both your family and your church 
family. Shower them with love! 

Blessings, 
Richard 

 

 
 
The following scriptures will be used during the 

Sunday worship in May.  The underlined passages are 
the primary passages for Pastor Richard’s sermons. 

 
June 1: Acts 1:6-14; 1 Peter 4:12-14, 5:6-11 
June 8: 1 Corinthians 12:1-13; Acts 2:1-21 
June 15: 2 Corinthians 13:11-13; Psalm 8 
June 22: Romans 6:1b-11; Genesis 21:8-21 
June 29: Genesis 22:1-14; Matthew 10:40-42 

 

 
    Father’s Day 

http://www.ob-cc.org/
mailto:obcc1833@gmail.com
http://www.churchart.com/Subscriber/ViewImages.aspx?keywords=fathers day&entry_date=1/1/0001&image_type=,cl,ca,ph,pp,bc&topic_id=&image_source_id=&page=4


 

 

  Sunday, June 15th 

  
 

Just Hanging 
 
 That’s what the Board is doing at this 
writing.  A lot of projects are in process, but not 
ready for the Board to consider and act upon. 
 
The projects include: 
 1. The Architectural Committee meets with 
Guernsey-Tingle on Tuesday, 05/27. 
 2. David Love continues his efforts to improve 
the sound systems in both of our facilities.  He 
successfully installed wireless speakers in the New 
Fellowship Hall. 
 3. A church safety and security plan is being 
developed.  While Pastor Richard was on vacation, 
he received an email advising of a threat alert to 
churches in the area.  A team came together made 
up of Bob Key (retired police chief), Sean Gormus 
(active policeman), Don Morse (retired Marine), 
and Rich Jones (active Army), and they arranged a 
temporary surveillance plan, which was carried out 
until the threat dissipated. This circumstance was a 
wakeup call to develop a simple plan to provide for 
the safety and security of our people and buildings.  
The plan will include responses to fire and medical 
emergencies, weather emergencies, and threats of 
physical harm.  Chief Ralph Hutton is advising us 
of fire prevention measures.    
 4. Consideration is being given to rename the 
"New Fellowship Hall." 

While these projects are in process, I 
encourage each member and friend of Olive Branch 
to hang together or as Jesus said it in John 15, 
“Abide”.  “Abide in the vine.”  “Remain in me”. 
“Abide in me”. Otherwise you will not produce 
what you have been planted to produce. 

“Abide in me” means hanging in there even 
when things are not going smoothly in your own 
life. It means trusting God and his love when others 
do not love you.  It means keeping in the fellowship 
even when the fellowship sometimes gets things 
wrong. It means not giving up on worship when 

there are so many other attractions and allegiances 
and alternative things that would distract us from a 
focus and fidelity to “The Vine.” 

Take care, 
Fred 

 

             
 

JUNE BIRTHDAYS 
 
01 Missy Harbour 
03 Carole Kerr 
 Angela Key 
06 Mason Jensen 
11 Jessica Morse 
12 Allison Gonzalez 
 Tracie Heslink 
14 Jim Hunt 
16 Robert Hammack 
20 Leland Williams 
25 Gabriele Wolverton 
27 Judy Eley 
28 Debbie Haydon 
30 Susan Kohlman 

Audrey White 
 
 

 
 

Welcome to our new church members that joined the 
Olive Branch Family during May:  
  

 Charles & Betty Boy 
 5204 Foundation Street, Williamsburg, VA 23188 
 (757) 897-9825 
 

 Haley Creech 
 3916 West Providence Road 
 Williamsburg, VA 23188 
 (757) 253-2867 
  

 Charles & Sharon Misak 
 9352 Stonehouse Glen, Toano, VA 23168 

http://www.churchart.com/subscriber/viewimages.aspx?topic_id=57&image_type=,cl,ca,ph,pp,bc


 

 

 (757) 566-1029 
 The following, by Elaine Henk, was 
scheduled to be included in the May issue of The 
Olive Branch; somehow I missed including it.  
Elaine, I sincerely apologize to you and to Ruby 
and her family…Pat Dressler 
 

What Is A Centenarian? 
 
 We have one at Olive Branch, and her name 
is Ruby Jones.  We don’t use that term often and I 
confess I had to look in the dictionary to find what 
you call someone who has lived to be a hundred 
years old.  In the forty years I’ve been at Olive 
Branch, I could have used that term four times for:  
Joseph Carlton, Mabel Jones, Harold Hunt and now 
Ruby Jones. 
 So many of us who are privileged to know 
Ruby are inspired and awed by her vitality, her 
faithfulness and her long-time involvement at 
Olive Branch.  Ruby is most often found at the 
early service, sitting with her daughter, Connie 
Cason or her niece, Phyllis Taylor.  Ruby is our 
collective treasure and she will celebrate her 101st 
birthday on May 1.  I want you to know her better 
too. 
 Although Ruby is my neighbor, I first 
remember meeting her when we first attended 
OBCC in 1974.  Two of my children had her as their 
Sunday School class teacher; she was already in her 
60’s.  Both Roy and Cherrine are testimonials to the 
influence teachers have on their Christian lives.  An 
early memory that is imprinted on my mind is 
seeing Ruby quietly sitting at the bedside of her 
grandson, Robbie McKown, as he was so very ill at 
MCV in the 1980’s.  It is a picture of love and 
devotion.  You will find her lovely picture on page 
10 of our Pictorial Directory. 
 Ruby was involved in many ways here at 
Olive Branch.  She started a Chi Rho group which 
has been recently revitalized for the younger youth.  
She was CWF president several times as a core 
group of ladies passed the leadership around 
amongst those willing to serve.  Along with Nancy 
Bradshaw, Ruby attended three Quadrennial 
Assemblies.  (Nancy continued to attend these 
assemblies, including the last one in 2000 at 
Greensboro).  Ruby was one of our first two 
women elders; the other being Mildred Young.  
This was something she accepted with some 
reservations as it was still controversial to have 

women in leadership positions during worship 
services at that time. 
 Born a Garrett, all the Garrett’s are honored 
to call her kin.  Her husband, Wesley, died in 1967 
at the age of 52, leaving her with three lovely 
daughters:  Barbara Waltrip, Judy Wanner, and 
Connie Cason.  As a talented seamstress, she 
worked in the interior Decorating Department of 
Colonial Williamsburg for 20 years. 
 When asked what drew her to Olive Branch, 
she is quick to say that she likes the wonderful 
people and to be part of a small congregation. 
 My daughter sees Ruby in an acrostic: 
  F=faithful 
  R=responsible 
  U=unpretentious 
  I=involved 
  T=teacher (of course_ 
  F=friendly 
  U=Uplifting in spirit and prayer 
  L=long life spent in His service 
  

God Bless our Centenarian! 
 
One of those blessed to call Ruby “friend” and 
sister in Christ, 

Elaine Henk 

 

 
 

GET READY  
FOR  

THE SUMMER PICNIC  
 

Sunday, June 8th, 4 p.m. 
OBCC Pavilion 

 
 Mark your calendars on June 8th at 4:00 
p.m. for our annual picnic/cook-out.  OBCC will 
provide North Carolina Bar-B-Que, slaw, rolls, and 
drinks.  The church family is asked to bring a dish 
to share that will compliment these foods…beans, 
salads, veggies, desserts, etc. 
 We’ll use the picnic facilities in our own 
back yard and IF inclement weather occurs, we’ll 



 

 

just come inside our Fellowship Hall.  If you 
haven’t experienced “our own back yard” you’re in 
for a treat.  There’s playground equipment to enjoy, 
plus the lovely trees shading the woodland area.  
We’ll be honoring all our graduates that day, so if 
you have a graduating family member, call us to let 
us know.  Additional information will be included 
in the weekly bulletin.  For further information, call 
Keeta Hodson at 229-9809. 
 

*****BRING FOLDING CHAIRS***** 
 

~  ~  ~  ~  ~  ~  ~  ~   
 

Update from the 
Program Planning Team Advocates 

 
“The Necessity of Evangelism” 

 
Life is filled with change-points which bring 

with them many different emotions.  I ask you, 
have you ever been lonely?  I believe we've all 
experienced loneliness at some point in our lives, 
but we have an aging population where many 
experience loneliness every single day.  Many of 
them have families who value them, but are caught 
up in their own necessities of daily living, whether 
it be earning a livelihood or caring for their own 
children and/or grandchildren.  They are no longer 
able to drive themselves where they want or need 
to go, and are dependent upon someone else to 
carry them. Days can be awfully long for our 
elderly shut-ins. 
 Some time ago, after having seen how much 
my own mother's Care-Givers from her church 
meant to her, I asked for volunteers to help with 
such a ministry at Olive Branch.  God's Word tells 
us in I Peter 4:10-11, "God has given each of you 
some special abilities; be sure to use them to help 
each other, passing on to others God's many kinds 
of blessing.  Are you called to preach?  Then preach 
as though God himself were speaking through you.  
Are you called to help others?  Do it with all the 
strength and energy that God supplies, so that God 
will be glorified through Jesus Christ---to him be 
glory and power forever." (TLB).  I believe there are 
many ways to spread The Good News as Jesus 
himself commissioned us to do, using the very gifts 
he endowed us with to use for his glory. 
 Jeanne Bell, who spends most of her days at 

home alone, knows something about loneliness and 
has become a wonderful Care-Giver to others.  She 
makes her own cards, writing her own special 
verse designed to the particular needs of each shut-
in.   Donna Haulsee and I rotate months; always 
making sure each shut-in receives a card for every 
special occasion, including their birthdays.  Pam 
Williams and Mary Ruth Thorpe are faithful 
visitors to some who live in their area, as are Betty 
and Dick Barber.  And Ruby Jones, even after she 
turned 100, was making phone calls to some of our 
homebound folks.  We can always use more.  You 
are the one who will receive the richest blessings as 
I have lately, when cards of appreciation from shut-
ins have arrived in my mailbox, thanking the Care-
Givers for loving them, praying for them, and 
remembering them with cards.  One wife wrote 
that her husband goes to the mailbox several times 
a day, checking to see if they have received a card.  
Some may not remember who a card was from 
before the day is out, but even for a brief time, they 
felt loved and cared for by their church family.  I 
believe that is exactly what Jesus had in mind for 
us, HIS church, to reach out in HIS name, to share 
HIS love.  Are you willing?  Join our "Care-Givers" 
and make a difference in someone's lonely life 
today. 

I love you, in Jesus' name, 
Louise Smith 

PPT Evangelism Advocate 
 
 

~  ~  ~  ~  ~  ~  ~  ~  ~  ~  ~  ~ 
 

 
 

June 1: 
June 8:  Lauren & Jeanette McWilliams 
June 15: 
June 22: 
June 29: 
 
 Please note all the “AVAILABLE” Sundays 
above.  If you desire to donate flower arrangements for 



 

 

our worship services, sign up on the Flower Chart on 
the bulletin board in the Narthex. 

 
Notes from the Wild Side…! 

 

I am in need of a male chaperone for the 
mission trip.  Some of you have mentioned that if 
everything worked out well you would like to 
attend.   Please let me know if you are able to 
come on the trip.   It is 6/29-7/4, and we will be 
going to Indianapolis, IN. 

 Attendance was sparse at the play… 
Backstage did an excellent job as always.   We 
raised $115.00.  Thank you to everyone that 
helped with refreshments. 

We will be meeting on June 1st. 
 

CHECK OUT OUR FACEBOOK SITE!! 
 

Abby Matschke 
 

 
 

Who's Hungry? Food Bank 
Patrons and How They Make 
Ends 
 

This research study conducted by John 
Gibney used Williamsburg, Virginia as a case 
study, see highlights and how we can help. 
To read the entire article visit 
http://economics.about.com/library/weekl
y/aa043004e.htm  
 

“The United States, a ‘food rich’ country by 
almost all definitions, still experiences hunger and 
food insecurity in its most vulnerable populations.  
In 2001 the United States Department of 
Agriculture (USDA) found that 11.1% of 
households (12.1 million) had experienced food 
insecurity. Food banks serve about 12.5 million 
people monthly. 

In addition to putting food on dinner tables, 
food bank handouts serve as a form of budget relief 
for households.  Food often helps low-income 
households offset the rising costs of prescription 
drugs and housing. 

Across the United States, although housing 
costs are high and prescription drug prices are 
rising, welfare participation rates remain 
surprisingly low.  These trends signal that low-
income families use coping mechanisms, like food 
banks, in addition to or independent of 
government sponsored programs, such as food 
stamps and WIC (Women, Infants, and Children 
program).  

These two trends—a higher cost for basic 
necessities and a lower participation in public 
assistance—indicate that disadvantaged people 
must have additional, informal resources to cope 
with hunger.  A primary coping mechanism for 
many of these households is to get food at food 
banks. 

Williamsburg’s high housing costs, rising 
prescription drug prices, and low food stamp 
participation rates push many local households to 
use food banks.  According to 2000 Census data, 
Williamsburg possesses only 0.21 low-income 
housing units available for every low-income 
renter household, compared to the state average of 
0.4.  From 1992 to 2002 the average number of 
prescriptions per person increased from 7.3 to 11.6.  
This paralleled an increase in the total number of 
prescriptions from 1.9 billion to 3.3 billion over the 
same time period, and during this time prices have 
risen dramatically.  Despite these handicaps to 
indigent families, food stamp usage for James City 
County, Williamsburg City, and York County has 
declined steadily since 1993, falling from a high of 
4526 users to 2502 users in 2000. In addition, 
Williamsburg food bank patrons possess lower 
food stamp participation rates than the national 
and state averages.” 

     Devon and Beth Nease 

 

 
 

Regional Assembly Delegates 
 
The Regional Assembly of the Christian 

Church in Virginia meets the weekend of May 30 – 
June 1. The following members of Olive Branch are 
attending as your representatives: Joyce Allen, 
Andy Bradshaw, Richard and Ann Cline, Irma and 

http://economics.about.com/library/weekly/aa043004e.htm
http://economics.about.com/library/weekly/aa043004e.htm


 

 

Bob Gustafson, Elaine Henk, and Andrew Pfister. 
Thank you! 

 
 

Christian Women’s Fellowship 
 

Our Mother-daughter tea was really special 
this year.  The day was beautiful and lots of ladies 
and their daughters joined us.  Our "Daughter of 
God" recipient this year was Shelia Yeatts, who 
attended with her two daughters and her darling 
little granddaughter.  Three generations having tea, 
laughing, and enjoying the festivities.  Many thanks 
go out to all who decorated, served, and cleaned 
up… for without you the day would not have been 
possible. 

The five attendees to SPA days this year 
were treated to an interesting program and a 
delicious lunch.  We were sad to learn that the 
Blackstone Retreat has been cancelled, but another 
has been scheduled for May 2015 in Lynchburg.  
Whenever information is forth coming I will let 
everyone know. 

Seven of us will be going to the 
Quadrennial in Atlanta, Georgia at the end of June.  
This will give us an opportunity to meet CWF 
women from all over the globe, as well as attend 
interesting workshops, and spiritually uplifting 
evening programs.  We ask your prayers for a safe 
journey. 

Vacation Bible School will be here before we 
know it, the end of July, and the CWF ladies are 
again fixing and serving the evening meals.  We 
will be asking everyone for fresh vegetables and 
fruits, and appreciate all those who have 
contributed in the past.  It is our mission to serve 
good, healthy meals as food for the body and let 
our wonderful teachers serve the spiritual food for 
the soul. 

Just a quick reminder…we are selling raffle 
tickets for the two beautiful, handmade afghans.  
The drawing will be on November 1st at the annual 
Fashion Show/Luncheon.  They are $1.00 a piece 
and most of the CWF ladies have them for 
purchase.  Please let me know if you need some. 

The Lord gives us so many blessings, and I 
for one am grateful to be able to share those 

blessings with those around me.  For me, Olive 
Branch is one of those blessings and I thank him 
very day for leading me here and allowing me to be 
a part of this church.  God is good all the time!!!!!!!! 

 

Respectfully submitted, 
Marney Brickhouse 

CWF President 
 
 
Tuesday Morning Circle:   The Tuesday Circle met 
April 8th at Interlude.  It was a great Tuesday 
Circle…we had 21 attending, Sara and Sherri  
brought Russell, Josh and Rodney.  Our faithful 
pastor had some men to fellowship with. 

Not to forget our regulars…so good to have 
so many, God is good; and am looking forward to 
seeing you all again. 

Food, food and more delicious food…no 
one should have left hungry.  Elaine Henk 
continued her lesson with much discussion, it is a 
very good study, and Elaine does a great job. 

Looking forward to seeing everyone in 
June. 

Donna Haulsee 
 
 

 
 

Something Special Is Planned for Our 
Fifth Sunday Fellowship! 

  
Fifth Sunday Services are special at Olive 

Branch. Whenever there is a fifth Sunday in a 
month, we have one worship service at 11:00, 
followed by a fellowship meal and program.  You 
will want to be present for the service and program 
on June 29th!  Don Tingle, of the architectural firm 
of Guernsey Tingle and Associates, will be present 
to answer questions and listen to your comments 
concerning improvements to our facilities, both the 
Educational and Sanctuary buildings.  The board 
and congregation approved funding for Guernsey 
Tingle to study what can and cannot be done to 
help our buildings become places that will better 
serve the needs of our church members.  I hope you 



 

 

will be present that day to participate in this 
process. 

Pastor Richard 

 
 

SERVING  IN  JUNE 
 

Elders 
 

June 1 Jim Thacker, Kim Riffle 
June 8 Norm Harbour, Missy Harbour 
June 15 Chuck Walker, Hunter Creech 
June 22 Andy Bradshaw, Ann Bradshaw 
June 27 Fred Rothermel, Marney Brickhouse 
 

Deacons 
 

June 1 Danny Pitts, Elna Pitts 
 Michelle Wright, Cleve Wright 
June 8 Lewis Williams, Carole Kerr 
 Joyce Allen, Dean Farr 
June 15 Val Mason, Emily Friend 
 Edie Larkin, Norm Larkin 
June 22 Arnie Cooper, Denise Cooper 
 John Fulgham, Hunter Gardner 
June 27 Tracy Creech, Lucy Hall 
 Dale Teagle, Patty Barker 
  

Acolytes  
June 1  
8:30/11:00 Melissa Williams/Sarah Allred 
 

June 8 
8:30/11:00 Lauren Ries/Todd Meadows 
 

June 15 
8:30/11:00 Melissa Williams/Alex Allred 
 

June 22 
8:30/11:00 Lauren Ries/Emily Lang 
 

June 27 
8:30/11:00 Haley Creech/Sam Lang 
 

Deaconess 
 

Phyllis Taylor 
 

Kid’s Club 
 

June 1 Tracie Heslink, Michael Heslink 
June 8 Fiona Lang, John Fulgham 
June 15 Missy Harbour, (Need Volunteer) 

June 22 Need Volunteer 
June 27 Tracey Hutton, Christy Jensen 
 

 
 

HOMEBOUND 
Tommy Hoar and Audrey White 

 
Church Family:  Jerry Ainsworth, Becky Allred, Pat 
Allred, Jimmy Allred and family, Clyde Avery, 
Jeanne Bell, Judy Biggs, Duie Brantley, Jesse Hall, 
Lucy Hall, Grace Hatfield, Lena Jeffries, Paulette 
Moyce, Patty Neary, Donna Perger, Charles & Helen 
Pruitt, Ellen Sullivan, Jim Thacker, Richard Thiel, 
Russell & Sarah Waid, and Dave Willard.  
 
Family and Friends:  The women and men of our 
Armed Forces, Karen Arnold, Bill Bailey (friend of 
Tracie Heslink); Dick Barrere (friend of Keeta 
Hodson), Michael Boley (Cleve Wright’s brother-in-
law), Alan Carlton (friend of Dawn Gormus’ family),  
Frances Clarke, Elwood Edwards (friend of Chuck 
Walker), Eunice Ellis (Linda Garrett’s sister), Herman 
Faircloth (David Duke’s friend), John Friend (Emily 
Friend’s brother), Melissa Fulgham (Russell & Sarah 
Waid’s daughter/the Fulgham’s mother), Evala 
Gordineer (Norm & Lucy Hall’s daughter), Katie 
Graves (Nola Grave’s daughter), Roy Griffith (Nancy 
Griffith’s son), Kenny Gumaer, Clifford Harper 
(Linda Garrett’s brother), Robbin Helms, Carl Henley 
(Gene & Cheryl Johnson’s friend), Dave Hodson 
(Keeta Hodson’s son), Irma & Fred Huffman, Sr. and 
son, Freddie, Jr.  (Judy Biggs’ sister and brother-in-
law), Albert Hutchens (friend of Keeta Hodson), Ike 
Iverson (friend of Norm Hall), Don Killian (friend of 
Tracie Heslink); Frank & Patty Kunze (friends of Gene 
& Cheryl Johnson),  Fran McCoy (friend of Nola 
Graves), Tony Melzer, Warren Parker (Gertie Duke’s 
nephew), Priscilla McKennie (Gertie Duke’s friend), 
Bill & Iris Reeder (Nancy Griffith’s sister & brother-
in-law); Alexis Ries (Dawn Gormus’ daughter), 
Arlene Rogers, Pam Saunders (Thacker’s daughter), 
Zeke Scaggs (Marlies Brantley’s brother), Louise 
Schwartz, Gloria Stratton, Carla Wilkins (Robert 
Wilkins’ sister), and Olive & Nathan (friends of Beth 
Nease). 
 
 

(Underlined, bold print indicates new person on the Prayer 
List.) 
 



 

 

 

NOTE:   To add or remove a person’s name from the Prayer 
List, please contact the church office: 757-566-8077. 
 

 
 

Thank you for your love and caring during 
the passing of my brother, Freddie.  The cards, calls 
and prayers were indeed a comfort for me.  Freddie 
served this country in the U. S. Navy and lived his 
entire life for our God. 

Marlies Brantley 
 
 
May 1, 2014 
 
 Thank you for Olive Branch’s $600.00 
donation to Williamsburg Area Faith in Action 
(WFIA).  It is only with the help of partners like 
you that we are able to help seniors and adults with 
a chronic illness or physical disability in our 
community, like “Tom and Pam”. 
 Tom is 87, suffering from dementia and a 
recent injury.  Pam is 83, virtually blind with a host 
of physical ailments including a recent stroke.  
Together, they manage to stay in their own home.  
WFIA volunteers are a bit part of that.  Four 
volunteers a week make sure that Tom is able to 
attend a program at a local church that he really 
enjoys.  More volunteers help with their many trips 
to doctors, grocery stores and the bank.  “I am 
about to go crazy with all of this scheduling”, 
stated Pam recently in one of her may calls to the 
office.   “I just don’t know what I would do without 
Faith in Action”. 
 Pastor Cline, it is generous donors like your 
congregation who make it possible for us to help 
individuals like Tom and Pam who need just a little 
help to stay independent in their own homes.  We 
couldn’t do it without committed partners like you. 

Sincerely, 
Rita Smith 

Executive Director 
 
 

May 1, 2014 
 
Dear Friends of FISH: 

 On behalf of the many FISH volunteers, and 
those we serve, I wish to express our gratitude to 
you and your members for your generous 
contribution to FISH.  The Williamsburg area 
churches continue to provide a large portion of our 
financial support and many of our volunteers, all 
who serve without financial compensation.  
Without that support, our work would not be 
possible. 
 Your gift will greatly assist FISH in 
providing emergency food and clothing to those in 
need within our community.  Thank you very 
much. 

Sincerely, 
F. B. Kueser 

Treasurer 
 
 

April 24, 2014 
 
 I understand that today, April 24, is Olive 
Branch Christian Church’s sixth year in donating 
over 24,500 food items along with a check and cash 
of $662.00.  Total value in excess of $3,000.   St. Olaf 
Food Pantry Ministry would like to thank you and 
your congregation for their generosity and well 
wishes. 
 With the grace of God and your continued 
support St. Olaf will continue to provide food for 
those in need. 

Thanks for all you do!! 
Tony Melzer 

 
 
May 20, 2014 
 
Dear Olive Branch Christian Church, 
 On behalf of the patients, volunteers, and staff 
of Olde Towne Medical and Dental Center, we 
would like to thank you for your recent donation.  
Your generosity allows our patients to also give 
their thanks: 
 “Good Afternoon, 
  My name is Andre Hill.  I hope my email gets 
forwarded to the correct higher-ups.  I just want to 
commend Martha Klinger from the Olde Town Medical 
Center today.  She is a Godsend.  If it weren’t for her 
and her staff I wouldn’t have been seen today in the 
clinic.  I really appreciate her empathy and compassion 
for my situation today.  I have no money and no 
insurance.  I am sitting here crying as I am writing this 
email.  I am a very proud man.  I had to bite my pride 



 

 

and ask for help today.  That’s not easy for a person who 
really never had to ask for much help in the past.  I can’t 
thank Miss Klinger enough for everything that was done 
for me today.  While I’m no pain free, I’m close enough 
to it.  I’m on the road to recovery, thanks to Miss Linger, 
Tammy, and Miss Branch.  Thank you all for 
everything, and may God continue to bless you. 

 With the utmost love and respect, 
 Andre Hill 

 
(As sent to Mayor Clyde Haulman of Williamsburg, 
VA on May 20, 2014.) 
 
It is through the support of community members 
such as you that Olde Towne Medical and Dental 
Center is able to continue its history of “Local 
People Caring for Local People”. 

 
Very truly yours, 

Williams J. Mann, Jr., MD 
Executive Medical Director 

 
 

~  ~  ~  ~  ~  ~  ~  ~ 
 
 
 

 
 

Church World Service 
 
For more than 60 years congregations across the 

United States have been responding to Jesus’ call to be 
neighbors to those in need, in partnership with Church 
World Service.  At home and around the world our 
church family will be helping impoverished 
communities with basic needs to sustain themselves 
and their families.   

The Tools and Blankets Program is a Church 
World Service special mission opportunity that 
involves all ages.  Some 8,000 congregations and 
groups across the United States hold Tools & Blankets 
events. 

Sunday, June 15th, is Father’s Day.   Olive 
Branch will honor all fathers by participating in the 
“TOOLS” part of this program.  If you would like to 
participate in this program, a “TOOL” may be 
purchased for $5.00 each.  Fill out a form (bulletin 
insert) “in honor of” or “in memory of” a special 

person, and put it in offering plate or return it to the 
church office no later than Monday, June 9th.   
 
 
 

 
 

Remember 
Fly our Nation’s Flag! 

 
Saturday, June 14, 2011 

 
 
I pledge allegiance to the Flag  
Of the United States of America, 
And to the Republic for which is stands, 
One Nation under God, indivisible, 
With liberty and justice for all. 

--The Pledge of Allegiance, 1892 
 
 

On Saturday, June 14th, Americans will 
observe the birthday of the flag of the United 
States of America.  This special day provides a 
time for our Nation to reflect on our flag’s rich 
history and its meaning to Americans and people 
around the world.  This is a time to honor America, 
to celebrate our heritage in public gatherings and 
activities, and to recite publicly the Pledge of 
Allegiance to the Flag of the United States of 
America.  The Pledge was officially amended on 
June 14, 1954, to read “one nation under God”.  
The Pledge of Allegiance has remained a time-
honored salute to the American flag, one of our 
most cherished national symbols.   

 
It is the flag of all Americans! 

 

   Let us accord it honor and loyalty! 
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Show your love for our country…Fly our “Flag” 
on Saturday, June 14th, from sunup to sundown. 
 
 

 

Pentecost 
Birthday Celebration! 

The word Pentecost means fifty. The 
universal church celebrates Pentecost on the 
50th day after Easter. It is 50 days of gospel 
teaching and celebration commemorating the 
Jesus Christ, our risen Savior, events after the 
cross and the acts that followed which gave 
birth to the early church and the church 
age we belong to today.  It is the commission 
of Christians to continue the works of Christ. 
We are his hands and feet to the world.  We 
must spread the good news of the gospel.  We 
celebrate the gift of the Holy Spirit that leads 
us to all truth.  For it is that truth which sets 
us free.  God made it very clear in the Ezekiel 
34:11 that He alone owns the sheep.  We are 
His sheep.  In John 10:7, Christ said that He is 
the door of the sheep and if anyone enters by 
Him, they will be saved.  Jesus is the Good 
Shepherd for he cares for the sheep and laid 
down His life for the Sheep, that's you and 
me.  In John 21, Jesus commissions Peter to 
show His love by feeding the sheep.  We 
share as the church, the body of Christ, the 
same commission to also care for the sheep 
and to feed the sheep with the Gospel of 
Jesus Christ.   

What Now? 

Now we observe the ordinary days of the 
church, the season we are in now.  It is 
harvest time according to the book of the 
Acts.  Jesus has commissioned all believers 
according to Mark 16:15-18, "Go into all the 
world and preach the gospel to every creature. 
He who believes and is baptized will be 
saved but he who does not believe will be 
condemned.  And these signs will follow 
those that believe; in my name they will cast 
out demons; they will speak with new 
tongues; they will take up serpents; and if 
they drink anything deadly, it will by no 
means hurt them; they will lay hands on the 
sick and they will recover."   This is the word 
of the Lord.   Thanks be to God. 

 

Wednesday Family Nights 
  

Our last regular Wednesday Night program 
ended in May, as we finished a study series, 
‘Finding God in Your Lens,’ taught by Beth Nease. 
Thank you, Beth, for sharing your creativity and 
enthusiasm!  
 Since January we have had three study 
sessions on Wednesdays: People of the Bible, The 
Last 24 Hours of Jesus, and Finding God in Your 
Lens. Between 45 and 80 knowledge seekers have 
attended Wednesday nights, Norm and Lucy Hall 
have faithfully helped set up the Fellowship Hall 
by cleaning the tables, making the coffee, 
lemonade, and tea. Participants have brought 
countless varieties of desserts and main dishes. 
Tracy and Hunter Creech have led our Wednesday 
youth meetings. Our choir also meets for practice, 
led by Emilio and accompanied by Steve. And on 
several of those evenings, our chime choir led by 
Irma met before the meal. I guess it is safe to say 
that Wednesday Family Nights have become a part 
of the culture of Olive Branch Christian Church. 
And without the help of many hands, we could not 
make it happen.  
 So with that in mind, a couple of 
Wednesday Dinner and a Movie nights will be 
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planned for the Summer, just to ensure we don’t 
get too much out of the habit of coming together 
for midweek fellowship.  And if you would like to 
be part of helping to make Wednesday Evenings 
come together starting this Fall, let me know.  

 Pastor Richard 

 
 

Children’s Story:  Father's Day 
 

 
 
 Father’s Day, is on Sunday, June 15th.  Will 
you give your father a card or a present for Father’s 
Day?  Some cards say, “Dad, I love you!”   Do you 
think your Dad likes to hear you tell him that you 
love him?  Of course he does!   So be sure you say 
“I love you, Dad” every day. 
 Sometimes you hear people say, “You look 
just like your Dad”.  Just as we look like our earthly 
fathers, we should also look like our Heavenly 
Father.  The Bible tells us that people should be 
able to look at us and tell that we are children of 
the Heavenly Father. The Bible says that we were 
created in the image of God.  It also says that we 
should let our light shine so that others will see our 
good works and glorify our Father in heaven. 
 

Dads are… 
 
FORGIVING: even when we disobey or do 

something wrong. 
ATTENTIVE:  always willing to listen to 

what we have to say. 
 TEACHERS:  teach us the most important 

lessons of our life; they teach us right from wrong, 
and teach us by example how to love one another. 

HELPFUL:  help us to make the important 
decisions each day, offer advice, or may just be a 
good listener, but he’s always there to help us. 

ENERGETIC:   no matter how tired he is, 
Dad always seems to find the energy to do things 
with us and for us. 

READY:  always ready to reach out in love 
to us. He is ready to do whatever we need. 

 
The “bold and underlined” letters above spell 
FATHER.   Just as our earthly fathers do these 
things for their children; you also have a Heavenly 
Father who wants to do all of these things for you.  
After all, God is who earthly fathers use as their 
example! 

 
PRAYER:  Heavenly Father, help us to live so that 
others can tell by our lives that we are your 
children.  We thank you for our fathers.  Help us to 
show our love to our fathers, and always remember 
to thank you, our heavenly Father.  In Jesus' name 
we pray. Amen. 
 

Father's Day 
Genesis 1:27 –God created man in his own image, 
he made them…male and female. 

 

 



 

 

 

  
Listen, my sons, to a father's instruction; pay 
attention and gain understanding.  Proverbs 
4:1 
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