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Known by Name 
 

Holy Week 2014 has ended, and what an 
incredible week it was in the life of our faith 
community!  We greeted Jesus as he entered the city 
on Palm Sunday; we broke bread with him, 12 at a 
time, on Maundy Thursday; we cast our nails of sin 
at the foot of the cross on Good Friday; we went 
with Mary to the grave and found the empty tomb 
at sunrise on Easter morning; and we gathered as 
believers and proclaimed the Good News that 
Christ now lives at our Easter services.  All of these 
Holy Week encounters reflect the talents and time of 
so many, from worship planners and leaders, to bell 
ringers and choir singers, to the men who cooked 
the Sunrise breakfast, to those who prepared 
communion and created a special table for Maundy 
Thursday, to the Deacons and Elders that assisted.  
To all who made this week so meaningful, thank 
you! 

 
Olive Branch is a special place.  Every day I 

feel blessed to serve as your pastor.  I think each one 
of us feels the same way about our church.  Visitors 
to our church feel welcomed. I believe one reason 
why God continues to bless Olive Branch is that we 
make it clear that this church belongs to God.  It is 
not the pastor’s church, or a certain family’s church, 
or one particular group’s church – this church was 
created to love and serve God, rooted in our 
confession of Jesus Christ as Lord. 

 
 

 
A second reason came to me in preparing 

for Sunday’s sermons.  The Gospel lectionary 
reading was John 20:1-18, focusing upon the 
resurrection encounter between Mary and Jesus.  
Finding the grave empty with the body gone, and  
having no other explanation than someone had 
taken it, she encountered whom she believed to be 
the graveyard gardener.  “Sir, if you have carried 
him away, tell me where you have put him, and I 
will get him.”  She did not recognize Jesus, she did 
not know him until Jesus called her by name: 
“Mary.”  It was only in hearing her name called 
that Mary was able to start to consider another 
option for the empty tomb: Resurrection.  Mary 
saw, and heard her name called, and believed.  She 
encountered the risen Lord.  And the news of an 
empty tomb and a risen Lord became good news, 
the good news upon which our faith hinges.  It was 
that voice calling her by name that made 
everything that was wrong in her life right.  Even 
though she did not know it, the voice of Jesus was 
the only voice she wanted and needed to hear.  By 
calling her name Jesus affirmed her as one of his 
own, part of his family, with an intimate 
knowledge of who she was, in the midst of her 
grief, her brokenness, and her longing to be made 
whole. 

 
An important part of being family begins 

with knowing each other.  And we can only know 
each other’s stories, needs, talents, and gifts by 
beginning with a name.  At Olive Branch, we want 
to know the names of those who make up our faith 
family.  We seek to know the names of the people 
who worship with us.  We know that all 
relationships, be they with our Lord or each other, 
start with a name. 

http://www.ob-cc.org/
mailto:obcc1833@gmail.com


 

 

 Easter began the moment the gardener 
said, “Mary,” and she knew Jesus as the risen Lord.  
In that perfect moment Mary was known, and she 
knew that she was known – and her whole story 
changed.  Being known changes everything.  Over 
the doors of Olive Branch should be these words to 
serve both as greeting and a reminder:  “Here you 
are known.” 

Blessings, 
Richard 

 
 

 
 
The following scriptures will be used during the 

Sunday worship in May.  The underlined passages 
are the primary passages for Pastor Richard’s 
sermons. 

 
May 4: Selections from Acts 2 & Psalm 116 
May 11: Acts 2:42-47; I Corinthians 13:4-7 
May 18: Acts 7:55-60; Ecclesiastes 3:1-8 
May 25: Acts 17:22-31; I Peter 3:13-22 

 
 

 
 

Report of the April 8, 2014 Board Meeting 
 

The April 8 Board meeting began with 
prayer and discussion of Luke 14:28-33, in which 
Jesus asks disciples to consider in advance what a 
commitment to him requires.  It could involve: a 
redirection of time and energy; a change in the way 
that one relates to others; a change in vocation; a 
change in the commitment of financial resources; a 
decision to support worship with God-given 
talents.  Jesus did not ask for a guarantee of perfect 
loyalty, because no one could be such a disciple.  
But He does call us to consider what discipleship 
means before making the commitment.  Bullets of 
the remainder of the meeting follow. 

Thanks to the generosity of our church, the 
year to date income at that meeting is $3,493 more 
than budget. 

Our Pastor praised Wednesday Family 
Night and the Chi Rho programs. He expressed 
gratitude for the teachers/leaders of all programs 
and to all who contribute to the continued success 
of the programs.  He stressed the importance of 
prayer and encouraged our continual prayers for 
those facing illnesses and difficult circumstances.  
He asked that we continue to be welcoming to all 
people who attend our services and programs.  

Beverly Walker and her son, Evan Williams 
joined the church on March 30.  In April, Sarah 
Waid rededicated her life to the Lord.  

Ann Bradshaw agreed to direct this year’s 
Vacation Bible School.  The PPT is planning for a 
portion of the summer to be used for 
intergenerational Sunday School.   

A wide range of facility maintenance and 
repairs have been completed. New Sanctuary doors 
are being fabricated to replace the present ones.  

April 24th will mark the Sixth Anniversary 
of the Food Sharing Program.  As of 28 March, the 
grand total of donated items is 24,138. 
 To offset declining financial support of our 
Regional programs, the Board approved a motion 
to provide a gift of $1,000 at the Regional meeting 
in May.  We also approved an additional gift of 
$500 for use by the Regional Minister to help 
congregations in need. It is hoped that these actions 
will encourage similar gifts from other sister 
churches. 
 The Board approved a motion to hire 
Guernsey-Tingle Architects to explore options that 
will enhance our worship services, educational 
activities, and access to facilities.  We also 
approved a recommendation that the church set 
aside at least $15,000 for this project.  A special 
congregational meeting to consider this matter is 
scheduled for April 27.  

David Love presented the findings of his 
four- month study of the sound systems in both 
buildings.  You will notice some improvements 
week by week. 
 Big and small efforts are underway to show 
our love of the Lord, Jesus and His church, Olive 
Branch.  It all comes together as the Spirit calls us 
to discipleship.  I am excited.  Please consider what 
discipleship means to you and your community of 
faith, and get engaged in the commitment above all 
others. 

Take care, 
Fred 



 

 

 
 

MAY BIRTHDAYS 
 
01 Ruby Jones 
03 Connie Cason 
07 Ginny Hammack 
08 Donna Haulsee 
10 Michael Heslink 
12 Christina Jones 
14 Susan Pruitt 
16 Duie Brantley 
17 Vicki Anderson 
20 Lauren Morse 
23 Katherine Jones 
24 Elizabeth Poland 
 Richard Thiel 
27 Curtis Morse 
29 Randy Houchens 
20 Kim Trexler 
 Meredith Trexler 

 
Update from the 

Program Planning Team Advocates 
 
 

Outreach and Mission Advocates 
 

The Easter Offering 
Thank you to everyone who so generously 

gave to the Easter Offering either through “The 
Judas Bag “30 Pieces of Silver” or in the Easter 
Offering envelopes.  Our total offering was $3000.  
Using the Judas Bag provided a very personal, 
reflective dimension to our Lenten Journey.  The 
offering goes to support the General Ministries of 
our denomination, including Division of Overseas 
Ministries/Global Ministries.  Our thanks to Diana 
Love who sewed over 85 Judas Bags.  If you had a 
bag that did not get turned in, please place in the 
Narthex and hopefully we won’t need to sew so 
many next year. 
  

 
Upfront Payment of Budgeted Outreach to  

the Disciples Mission Fund and Local Charities 
 The Olive Branch General Board 
approved paying the total budgeted amount to the 
Disciples Mission Fund and local charities in April 
of this year. The board further approved we would 
pay the budgeted outreach in January each year.  
By approving these early payments we are giving 
of our first fruits.  In addition these payments made 
early in the year assists these organizations in their 
annual planning.  
 

Financial Assistance to the Virginia Region and 
Disciples Churches Facing Financial Difficulties 

 The General Board also approved a 
recommendation to provide a gift to the Virginia 
Region of the Christian Churches (Disciples of 
Christ).  The Region has had declining revenues for 
the past 7 years and is projecting a $15,000 shortfall 
in 2014.  Olive Branch will give a gift of $1000 and 
reach out to other churches in the Region to 
encourage them to help in eliminating the shortfall.  
The board also approved a gift of $500 to be given 
through the Regional Minister to Virginia churches 
who are facing financial difficulties. 
 

Pentecost – June 8 
We will celebrate Pentecost on June 8.  

This year’s Pentecost Offering will be taken on 
Sundays, June 1 and June 8. This offering is 
designated for starting new churches. We give 
praise to God for the sacrifices of generations 
before us – Olive Branch was started by 
courageous, visionary leaders in the early 1800s.  
As a member of a Disciples church that was new 
once, will you consider participating in this 
offering so other churches can experience new life? 

 
Jim and Carolyn Hunt 

PPT Outreach and Mission Advocates 
 
 

“The Necessity of Evangelism” 
 

Larry and I began our journey together over 
fifty years ago.  What started out as a couple has 
now grown into a family of three grown children 
with spouses, nine grandchildren (some with 
spouses/special friends), and triplet great-



 

 

grandchildren.  We recently gathered to celebrate a 
family occasion with twenty in attendance.  We 
were so thrilled to see them all, especially the ones 
we don't get to see often, but noticeably absent 
were 3 members of our much-loved "fold". 

I am reminded of how God loves for His 
family to gather in His home on Sunday mornings 
for celebrating our relationship with Him.  He 
yearns to see the ones who were not able, or chose 
not, to come.  He weeps for the ones who don't 
acknowledge Him as "Father".   From our human 
point of view, we are able to understand just a tiny 
bit of how our heavenly Father feels about us, His 
family.  When we have a family gathering, we 
invite the others to come and encourage them to 
bring their friends.  Do we, as a Church Family do 
the same?  Do we seek out long-lost family 
members who have strayed away, possibly due to 
some long ago hurt, or because they felt no one 
really cared about them?  Should they come into 
our midst, do we greet them with out-stretched 
arms as the father did to his prodigal son?  Do we 
invite the unchurched, the unsaved, to come in and 
share the cup of grace and kindness that our Savior 
shares with us? 
 I have heard family stories of how there was 
always room at their dinner table for anyone who 
was passing through to come in and join even the 
meagerest of meals.  Well, God's table is always 
sufficiently prepared for any who would come.  
His invitation is always the same, to come and sup 
with Him.  His spread is free, He paid the price for 
it all, long ago at Calvary.  He calls us to issue the 
invitation on His behalf, "Come, your Father is 
waiting, longing to see you".  We want to grow 
God's Kingdom, just the way He grows our 
biological families.  The only way I know to do that 
is to extend the invitation with love. 

I love you, as Jesus said, 
Louise Smith 

PPT Evangelism Advocate 
 

~  ~  ~  ~  ~  ~  ~  ~  ~  ~  ~  ~ 
 

 
May 4:   Ruby Jones’ daughters: Barbara, Judy and Connie 
May 11:   Caleb & Marney Brickhouse 

May 18:   AVAILABLE  
May 25:   AVAILABLE 

Small Group Update 
 

 
 

 We are truly blessed to have one small 
group of singles and couples already up and 
running.  Our hope is interest in a mid-morning 
coffee group for men and also an upper county 
group (i.e. Anderson’s Corner, Stonehouse, 
Barhamsville, etc.) for couples and singles.  Call us!  
565-0388 

In His Love, 
Dick & Betty Barber 

  
 

~  ~  ~  ~  ~  ~  ~  ~  ~  ~ 
 

 

Notes from the Wild Side…! 
 
On Friday, May 9th at 7:00 p.m., the Backstage 

Productions group, directed by Naomi Marrow, will be 
presenting “Pirates of Penzance” here at Olive Branch, in 
the New Fellowship Hall.   Please come out and support 
these great kids, and also our own youth.   Profits go 
toward our summer mission trip. 

 
Indianapolis here we come!  Here is some 

information about our 2014 trip.  We are heading to 
Indianapolis, IN the week of June 29-July 4th.  We will be 
staying at St. John's United Church of Christ.  Good 
news… the building is air conditioned!  Some of the 
ministries we will be working with during our visit are as 
follows:   

• Work Projects- DAT House 
• Children's Programs-Lyn House, Westminster 

Mission 

http://www.churchart.com/Subscriber/ViewImages.aspx?keywords=&entry_date=1/1/0001&image_type=,cl,ca,ph,ch,pp,bc&topic_id=97&image_source_id=&page=41


 

 

• Beautification-Jameson Camp, St. Elizabeth 
Coleman Center, Lynhurst Baptist Church 

• Thrift Store-Wheeler Mission Thrift Store 
• Soup Kitchen-Paul's Pantry 
• Food Bank-Gleaners Food bank, Midwest Food 

bank 
• Advocacy Organization- Wheeler Missions. 

 
We are excited to help this community any way we can.  
 

Some of the evening activities are:  going to 
White River State Park; listening to community 
speakers; going to Indianapolis Museum of Arts; and a 
community cookout.   

We will be collecting school supplies for kids 
club.  I will be posting a wish list.   

It will take us about 10 hours and 49 minutes to 
drive straight to Indianapolis.  Of course, once you factor 
in bathroom breaks and food breaks, it will be a little 
longer.  At least it is shorter than Niagara Falls.  Our 
excitement is building as the trip gets closer.   

Please ask our teens about their experience in 
the past and what they hope to get out of this trip.   
  
 

CHECK OUT OUR FACEBOOK SITE!! 
 

Abby Matschke 
 
 

Youth & Recreation 
 

As Olive Branch enters 2014, there are exciting 
opportunities for our youth to become engaged in the 
ministries and activities of the church. 

 
• Chi Rho (Middle School Youth Group) 

All youth from 4th through 8th grade are 
encouraged to attend our newly reformed Chi-Rho 
Group.  It will meet on Wednesday nights.  The youth 
are welcome to eat as part of the family night dinner at 
6:30 p.m. with the meeting starting at 7:00 p.m.  The 
adult leaders will be Pastor Richard and Tracy Creech. 
• Additional Adult Support Needed 

As the youth and children’s ministries expand, 
Olive Branch will need more adults to support various 
ministries.  If you are interested in working with 
children or youth, please let Hunter or Tracy Creech 
know. 
• Vacation Bible School 

Of particular need are volunteers to lead 
Vacation Bible School.  Two individuals are needed to 
assume this great ministry which has a strong history of 
success at Olive Branch for years.  Please pray that 
people are called to this ministry, and if you are called or 
curious, please contact Hunter or Tracy Creech. 

Hunter and Tracy Creech 

PPT Advocates for Youth Ministries 
 
 

 
 

Food Pantry May Monthly Theme: 
Sharing My Mother’s Favorite Meal 

 
In honor of Mother’s day please share the 

non-perishable ingredients of your mother’s 
favorite meal during the month of May, in addition 
to your regular food pantry donations.  
 The heart of the food pantry program at St. 
Olaf is feeding people in need through 
partnerships with other local churches.  Olive 
Branch is a major partner.  Our goal at Olive 
Branch is to provide a good variety of healthy food 
choices.  Food banks, especially when times are 
tough, sometimes find it difficult to turn down less 
healthy food donations which can lead to a 
hunger/obesity paradox.  Make your mother 
proud!   Help continue Olive Branch’s reputation as 
a healthy food partner.  

Thank you,  
Devon and Beth Nease 

 
 

 
 

Craig Springs Camp Scholarships  
for All Olive Branch Campers 

 
Olive Branch will provide scholarships for 

anyone, youth or children, who attend camp this 
summer at Craig Springs Camp & Retreat Center.   

Craig Springs is the Christian Church (Disciples 
of Christ) camp located in the heart of the Jefferson 
National Forest near New Castle, Virginia.  It provides a 
variety of camp experiences for children who have 
completed 1st grade through students who have 
completed 12th grade.  They also offer a family retreat 
week. 

The Craig Springs experience is unique and 
provides children the opportunity to have a lot of fun 



 

 

while experiencing new things and growing spiritually.  
All of our children would benefit from attending. 

 
The camps offered are as follows: 
 

Date Camp Grades (completed) 
June 16-21  AMPDD  6th to 12th  
June 16-21  Junior AMPDD  3rd to 5th  
June 21-27  Nature  9th to 12th  
June 29-July 4  Special 9th to 12th  
July 6-11  CHI RHO 6th to 8th   
July 6-11  New Covenant 1st to 5th  
July 13-18  First Triple 3rd to 12th  
July 20-25  Second Triple  3rd to 12th  
July 25-28  *Family Retreat  
July 25-28  *Men’s and Women’s Retreat  
 

More information is available at 
www.craigsprings.com.  If you or your child are 
interested in attending, please coordinate with Hunter & 
Tracy Creech on securing scholarship money. 
 

 
Olive Branch Memorial Funds 

 
 OBCC is blessed to have two memorial 
funds.  While they have similarities, they are two 
separate funds. 
 The Olive Branch Memorial Trust Fund was 
begun in 1983 through a Trust Agreement 
established by Mrs. Ethelyn McSherry.  It is a 
perpetual fund with a purpose to help alleviate 
world hunger and to benefit Olive Branch Christian 
Church.  Annually a per cent of the interest and 
dividends are distributed—1/2 to OBCC and ½ to 
such groups as St. Olaf food pantry, week of 
compassion, Meals on Wheels, Salvation Army and 
Fish.  Ronnie Henk, as one of the founding trustees, 
reported on the Memorial trust Fund at the 
Congregational Meeting in November.  Christy 
Jensen and I are the current trustees.   
 The Memorial Gifts Fund is a fund kept 
within the moneys held by Olive Branch.  The vice 
chair of the Board, currently Susan Kohlman, is 
chair of the committee that oversees the Gifts Fund.  
The money is spent at the direction of the Board.  In 
the past it has been used in the music department 
to purchase tables and chairs, and to purchase 
items used in our worship service. 
 Both funds are worthy ministries.  Both 
funds can be added to at any time in honor of or in 
memory of a loved one.  I t is important to specify 
when giving which fund you wish your donation 

to go into – Olive Branch Memorial Trust Fund or 
Memorial Gifts Fund. 

Kay Ainsworth 
Trustee 

 
 

Cemetery Work 
 

 I would like to thank the following members 
and friends of the church for their assistance in 
grounds clean-up behind the Hubbard Cemetery:   
Steve & Linda Garrett and Joshua Fulgham; and for 
the restoration of the OBCC Cemetery Nature Trail:  
Hunter Gardner and Mike Garrett; and Jon Lenthall 
for the chips and use of his farm utility vehicle. 
 The Branch Trail is open and mulched.  The 
Hubbard Trail and the Vine Trail are open and cut, 
but have not been mulched at this time. 
 Many thanks for these individuals help. 

Sincerely, 
Steve White 

 

 
There is a lovely little Church that I attend 

when I visit dear friends in a little town called 
Lane, in Oklahoma.  I worship there with them and 
even sing in the choir with Reba MacIntyre's sister!  
 Well today I had word that they had an 
accidental fire last week that has destroyed a large 
section of their sanctuary.  Thankfully some of the 
structure was saved and they are, of course, 
planning on rebuilding but at present are 
worshiping in their community room and have no 
idea when they will have access to the main church 
again.  
 I am so aware of the caring loving 
community of faith that worships at Olive Branch 
and wondered if it might be possible to ask if any 
members would send cards or letters of 
encouragement to the equally loving caring 
Christian based community in this tiny church in 
Oklahoma and remember them in prayer.  

http://www.craigsprings.com/


 

 

 The address is Lane Baptist Church; 621 S. 
Iron Stob Road; P.O. Box 37; Lane, Oklahoma  
74555-0037   

Thank you so much. 
Naomi Marrow 

 
 

Christian Women’s Fellowship 
 

 
 
Our Spring Brunch will already have 

happened when you read this, but not as I write 
this newsletter.   However, I know there was a 
good turn out and everyone enjoyed the fellowship 
and the food.  We will be having another in the fall 
and hopefully even more will be able to attend. 

May is a busy month for us.  We have our 
evening meeting on Monday, May 5th, at Kay 
Ainsworth's lovely home, complete with wonderful 
water and wild life vistas.  This will give us a 
chance to discuss up and coming events, including 
Spa Days, Mother/daughter tea, Fall 
Luncheon/Fashion Show, and Quadrennial.  If you 
need a ride or directions please give me a call (757-
880-2545).   

Our Mother-Daughter Tea will be held in 
the New Fellowship Hall on Saturday, May 10th at 
2:00.  Please come and bring your mom, daughter, 
aunt, sister, good friend or neighbor.  We are 
planning some special entertainment, great tea and 
goodies, and the special presentation of this years 
"Daughter of God Award".    

Spa Days will be Saturday, May17th, from 
9:00 until 2:00 at First Christian Church in 
Hampton.  The study "Women of the Bible Seeking 
Justice" should be very exciting and will be 
available for our monthly circle meetings.  We will 
gather at the church at 7:45 AM and plan to leave 
no later than 8:00 AM.   

As you see we have lots going on, and we 
do this as Christian women loving the Lord and 
spreading his word, joy, and faith with others.  On 
your daily journey through life, take a moment and 
share your love with another, perhaps through a 

smile, a hug, a kindness, or my personal favorite a 
prayer.   God is Good All the Time.   

 
Marney Brickhouse 

CWF President 
 
Tuesday Morning Circle:   The Tuesday Circle met 
April 8th at Interlude, with 9 members and 2 
honorary members.  Welcome to Sarah Waid and 
her friend Sherri, hope you will continue to join us. 

Donna Haulsee reminded everyone to look 
for the events for holy week in the Sunday bulletin. 

Our annual dinner meeting at Kay 
Ainsworth’s home will be Monday, May 5th at 6:30 
p.m.  All are invited…come and bring a covered 
dish to share; it is a wonderful time to come 
together. 

The All-Daughter’s Tea will be Saturday, 
May 10th, at 2:00 p.m.  More information to be 
announced later. 

After our usual tasty lunch and fellowship, 
Elaine Henk continued our lesson on The Sermon 
on the Mount…there was lots of discussion. 

Our next meeting is Tuesday, May 13th; all 
are invited to join us for food, fellowship and an 
interesting study. 

Donna Haulsee 
 
 

Blessing Box 
 
 “Like good stewards of the manifold 
blessings of God, serve one another with whatever 
gift each of you has received”.  1 Peter 4:10. 
 The history of women’s giving to support 
mission and education began in the 1880’s with the 
Mite Box.  Today the Blessing Box is used by 
women and their families to help them to 
remember their daily blessings. 
 The CWF invites every person at Olive 
Branch to join with us through the next several 
months in using a “Blessing Box” (or a jar, a cup, a 
vase, etc.) to begin or to continue remembering 
their blessings, and after prayerfully thanking God, 
drop a coin or more into the box.  This is a 
wonderful habit – one that works well with 
morning or evening devotions or around the 
dinner table.  Children seem to really enjoy being a 
part of this program. 
 Once collected, ½ of the money will be used 
to support the mission of the whole church and ½ 
will help fund the ministries of Disciples Women.  



 

 

Your blessings then become a blessing to people 
throughout the world. 
 There are Blessing Boxes in the Narthex. 

God Bless, 
Kay Ainsworth 

Olive Branch Youth Handchimes play for Palm Sunday Services 
 

 
                                                                                                                                                                                             Photo by P. Neary 
 

2014 Palm Sunday OBCC Youth Chimers, directed by Irma Gustason, are:  L to R: Haley Creech, Sarah Allred,  
Skylar Jensen, Amy Young, Calli Young, , Tracy Creech, Kimberlee Bartley, Curtis Morse and Andrew Pfister. 

 
 

OBCC English Handbell Choir plays for 2014 Easter Services 
 

 
                                                                                                                                                           Photo by C. Brickhouse 

 
Six ringers from Bells of Glory join the vocal choir in a rousing conclusion to the 2014 Easter Services. 
L to R:  Barb Schmidt, Shirley Harrison, Linda Hutton, Ann Bradshaw, Jodi Stinely and Skip  Jensen. 
Choir directors are Emilio Pesante and Robert Schmidt for vocal and handbell choirs, respectively. 

 
♫♪ A WORD OR TWO ABOUT OUR YOUTH HANDCHIMERS  ♫♪ 

 
We will resume practice on Wednesday, May 7, from 5:30 to 6:30 p.m.; and continuing each Wednesday during the Family  
Night programs. If there are any middle or high school youth who would like to join us and are willing to commit to these 
practices, you will be most welcome. If so, I need to hear from you by Wednesday, April 30.  You may call me at 234-0774  



 

 

or drop me an e-mail at irmagus@cox.net.     
 
Can anyone help us in giving our group a nice name?     Please give me your suggestion(s), in writing. 

 
                                                                                                                            Irma Gustafson, Director of Youth Handchimes 

ATTENTION MIDDLE SCHOOL AND HIGH SCHOOL YOUTH: 
You could have been somewhere in the following photos if you had attended past Regional Assemblies at  
Lynchburg College.  Why not plan now to attend this year’s assembly on May 30 – June 1, 2014? 
Go to www.ccinva.org and register on line NOW.   This year’s theme is “MISSION: POSSIBLE.”   If you  
have not already received information and registration forms in the mail and prefer to register by mail,  
call the Virginia office toll free at (434) 846-3400.        Note: youth housing will be at the college. 
 
 

        
                      2010 VA Assembly Youth Group                                     2012 VA Assembly Youth Group – Skit Participants 
 
 
One can meet such interesting people at Regional Assembly, like these dignitaries  . .   
 

mailto:irmagus@cox.net
http://www.ccinva.org/


 

 

                
 

2012 VA Assembly: Andy Bradshaw 1st Vice Moderator Elect, Sarah Page Jones, 2011-2012 Youth  
President,  The Rev. Dr. Todd Adams, Associate General Minister& Vice President of the Christian  
Church (Disciples of Christ) in the US and Canada, Rev. Lee Parker, VA Regional Minister. 

 

               . . .        and a few nationally familiar names, such as   . . .  
 
 

                                 
 
Andra Moran, singer and contemporary composer                                The Rev. Dr. Sharon Watkins, General Minister and 
of 13 songs in the Chalice Praise hymnal and                                        President of the Christian Church (DOC) in the U.S. 
featured musical artist at 2010 Virginia Regional                                  and Canada, and the keynote speaker for the 2014 
Assembly.                                                                                               Virginia Regional Assembly.  Pictured here with 
                   Bob and Irma Gustafson. 
 
 

~  ~  ~  ~  ~  ~  ~  ~  ~  ~  ~  ~ 
 
 

 



The Olive Branch 

 

 
 

Thank You for Supporting  
My Summer Mission Internship 

 
Several months ago I felt called by God to 

apply for a summer mission internship position.  I 
was thrilled to learn that my application had been 
accepted to intern at YUGO ministries in Ensenada, 
Mexico.  What is YUGO you ask? YUGO ministries 
is an organization that reaches out to the 
community of Ensenada by building homes for 
people in need.  I will be living and working at the 
camp for three months this summer, and needed to 
raise the funds to get me there and cover my costs.  
I estimated that I needed to raise $2,000 dollars to 
cover my travel, food, and room and board for 12 
weeks, and thanks to your gifts, I now have the 
amount needed to go!   I feel fortunate that the 
Lord has provided me with this life-changing 
experience to serve others in mission.  I am also 
fortunate to have such a caring church family!   
Please continue to support my internship with your 

prayers as I embark on this life-changing journey 
into a whole different culture to serve The Lord.  If 
you would like to receive my summer updates, 
please send your email address to 
tnc2556@email.vccs.edu   Thank you!  

Taylor Cline 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
The Bell Choir did an awesome job Easter 

Sunday and I am very proud of them!  Only a few 
weeks are left of our current season, so stay tuned 
to see what is next! 

The Head Ding-a-Ling 
Bob Schmidt 
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SERVING  IN  MAY 
 

Elders 
 
May 4 Chuck Walker, Hunter Creech 
May 11 Andy Bradshaw, Ann Bradshaw 
May 18 Doug Dill, Sheila Yeatts 
May 25 Fred Rothermel, Marney Brickhouse 
 

Deacons 
 
May 4 Val Mason, Emily Friend 
 Edie Larkin, Norm Larkin 
May 11 Arnie Cooper, Denise Cooper 
 John Fulgham, Hunter Gardner 
May 18 Tracy Creech, Lucy Hall 
 Dale Teagle, Patty Barker 
May 25 Skip Jensen, Don Morse 
  Richard Jones, Christina Jones 
  

Acolytes  
May 4  
8:30/11:00 Melissa Williams/Alex Allred 
 
May 11 
8:30/11:00 Lauren Ries/Emily Lang  
 
May 18 
8:30/11:00 Haley Creech/Sam Lang 
 
May 25 
8:30/11:00 Skylar Jensen/Skylar Jensen 
 

Deaconess 
 

Connie Cason 
 

Kid’s Club 
 
May 4 Christy Jensen, Tracey Hutton 
May 11 Fiona Lang, John Fulgham 
May 18 Tracey Hutton, Missy Harbour 
May 25 Volunteers Needed 

 
 

HOMEBOUND 
Tommy Hoar and Audrey White 

 
*PLEASE NOTE:  Please contact the church office to 
add a name to our list. 
 
 

Church Family:  Jerry Ainsworth, Becky Allred, 
Pat Allred, Jimmy Allred and family, Jeanne Bell, Judy 
Biggs, Duie Brantley, Jeryl Dieleman, Jesse Hall, Lucy 
Hall, Grace Hatfield, Lena Jeffries, Christy Jensen, 
Joann Mitchell, Paulette Moyce, Patty Neary, Donna 
Perger, Danny Pitts, Charles & Helen Pruitt, Fred 
Rothermel, John Savage, Ellen Sullivan, Jim Thacker, 
Richard Thiel, Russell & Sarah Waid, and Dave Willard.  
 
Family and Friends:  The women and men of our 
Armed Forces, Karen Arnold, Bill Bailey (friend of 
Tracie Heslink); Dick Barrere (friend of Keeta Hodson), 
Alan Carlton (friend of Dawn Gormus’ family),  Frances 
Clarke, Elwood Edwards (friend of Chuck Walker), 
Herman Faircloth (David Duke’s friend), John Friend 
(Emily Friend’s brother), Melissa Fulgham (Russell & 
Sarah Waid’s daughter/the Fulgham’s mother), Evala 
Gordineer (Norm & Lucy Hall’s daughter), Katie Graves 
(Nola Grave’s daughter), Kenny Gumaer, Clifford 
Harper (Linda Garrett’s brother), Robbin Helms, Carl 
Henley (Gene & Cheryl Johnson’s friend), Albert 
Hutchens (friend of Keeta Hodson), Ike Iverson (friend 
of Norm Hall), Don Killian (friend of Tracie Heslink);  
Frank & Patty Kunze (friends of Gene & Cheryl 
Johnson),  Fran McCoy (friend of Nola Graves), Tony 
Melzer, Warren Parker (Gertie Duke’s nephew), Priscilla 
McKennie (Gertie Duke’s friend), Bill & Iris Reeder 
(Nancy Griffith’s sister & brother-in-law); Alexis Ries 
(Dawn Gormus’ daughter), Arlene Rogers, Mark Ross 
(friend of Dave Willard), Crises in Ukraine, Pam 
Saunders (Thacker’s daughter), Louise Schwartz, Carla 
Wilkins (Robert Wilkins’ sister), and Olive & Nathan 
(friends of Beth Nease). 
 

 
 (Underlined bold print indicates new person on the Prayer List.) 

 
NOTE:   Please review the names listed for our ‘Prayer Concerns’, 
and contact the church office if someone’s name is able to be removed 
from the list or if you would like someone’s name added. 



 

 

 
 

Wednesday Family Night’s in May 
 

A New Wednesday Family Night Session will 
start May 7th.   Beth Nease will teach, “Finding 
God in Your Lens”, by using photography as a 
contemplative Christian practice.  Sound 
interesting?  Come out at 6:30 on May 7th! 
 

May 7, May 21, May 28 – Wednesday Family 
Night:  Finding God in Your Lens 

 
• Experience photography as a contemplative 

Christian practice. 
• Learn how photography can inspire 

creative spiritual exploration and 
expression. 

• Cultivate your sense of wonder and exercise 
your beholding. Use your camera to slow 
yourself down and heighten your 
awareness of God of with us. 

• Revere and reflect on the light and color in 
God’s creation and explore biblical 
examples of how God has used both to get 
people’s attention for centuries.  

• Use your Camera’s lens to explore Biblical 
metaphors and discover how you might 
witness without words. 

  
Note:  May 14th  --  We will take a break for an 
important mission report from India.   
(information following) 
 
 Wednesday, May 14th, Anil and Teresa Henry 
from Global Ministries will be here visiting and 
will speak to us about their missionary work in 
India.  Anil has served with Global Ministries for 
11 years and Teresa has served 7 years with the 
Synodical Board of Health Services of the Church 
of North India.  Anil serves as a surgeon and is the 
Director at Christian Hospital, Mungeli and Teresa 
is an anesthesiologist there.   

 
 

 The Worship Committee would like to 
thank all those who helped make our Lenten and 
Easter services a spiritual success. 
 Special thanks to the choir, bell choir and 
youth chimes for their inspirational music.  Also 
thanks go to Andy Bradshaw and Andrew Pfister 
for their special music, and Jane Hatcher for palms 
and lilies. 

Diana Love 
PPT Worship Advocate 

 
Thank you all for your support through 

prayers, cards and calls during my knee surgery.  
Your caring and thoughtfulness lifts me up as I 
continue in my recovery. 

Love, 
Gail Key 

 
To my church family— 
 Thank you so much for all your prayers, 
cards and phone calls during my recent illness.  It is 
so comforting to have such a caring church family. 

Love, 
Ellen Sullivan 

 
I wanted to thank everyone for the 

thoughts, prayers, cards and support that was 
given to our family during my step father’s illness 
and passing. I love my church family very much 
and can’t express how much your kindness means 
to me.  

Love 
Tracey Hutton 

 
 
April 4, 2014 

Once again, you folks at Olive Branch 
Christian Church have come through for the needy, 
not only with your food donations, but with a 
generous cash donation as well.  Our heartfelt 
thanks to all for your continued support of our 
mission. 

The Pastor, Staff, and parishioners of St. 
Olaf Catholic church wish you and yours a blessed 
and joyful Easter. 

 Thanks for all you do!! 
Tony Melzer 



 

 

 
 
 

Children’s Story  

Show Your Love  

 
 This month is Mother’s Day, in fact it is on 
Sunday, May 11th.  Will you give your mother a card 
or a present for Mother’s Day?  Some cards say, 
“Mom, I love you!”   Do you think your mother likes 
to hear you tell her that you love her?  Of course she 
does!  But do you know what your mother would 
like even more?  She would like for you to show her 
that you love her. 
 What are some ways you can show your 
mother that you love her?  Well, you might help out 
around the house.  You could clean your room or 
empty the trash.  You could show her that you love 
her by obeying her when she asks you to do 
something.  You can show her you love her by 
getting along with your brothers and sisters.  It is 
easy to tell your mom that you love her, but if you 
really love her, your actions will show it! 
 Do you think that God likes to hear us tell 
Him that we love Him?   Sure He does!  But He likes 
it even better when our actions show Him that we 
love Him.  How do we do that?  The Bible tells us 
that, “God showed his love for us by sending His 
Son so that we might live through Him.”   It goes on 
to say that, “since God loved us so much, we should 
love one another.”   One of the best ways to show 
our love for God is to love one another.”   Yes, God 
likes to hear us say, “I love you,” but He would 
rather see us say, “I love you.” 
 As we celebrate Mother’s Day, let’s tell 
Mom that we love her, but more important, let’s 

remember to show her that we love her.  And as we 
worship, let’s tell God we love him, but more 
important, let’s remember to show Him we love 
Him by loving one another. 
  

Bible Verse:   This is how God showed his love for 
us: He sent his one and only Son into the world 
that we might live through him. This is love: not 
that we loved God, but that he loved us and sent 
his Son as an atoning sacrifice for our sins. Dear 
friends, since God so loved us, we also ought to 
love one another. And he has given us this 
command: Whoever loves God must also love his 
brother.  1 John 4:9-11, 21 (NIV) 

 

PRAYER: Dear Lord, we tell you, “I love you”, 
but help us to show you that we love you by our 
actions.   AMEN. 

  

 



 

 

 

 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 
mother 
loving 
caring 
patient 
wonderful 

special 
hugs 
kisses 
wise 
helper 

children 
special 
family 
homemaker 
beautiful 

kind 
giving 
friend 
parent 
holiday 
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GUILTY 
 

by Doris Turner 
 
 
 

Twelve people agreed, the grand jury took a stand! 
The verdict was death, no appeal, no new trial, 

Soon a man would die, Angels in Heaven would cry. 
The judge issued the decree and justice was served That day. 

The lethal shot was painless and HIS heart slowed  
Down immediately THUMP_THUMP_THUMP….. 

Write on the certificate, death occurred at 12:00 a.m.,  
The warden instructed the doctor. 

HE remembered floating above the stainless steel bed 
And climbing stairs and reaching for a place filled With shining stars, HOME! 

 
There HIS Old Enemy appeared to claim his prize!  And what a prize it was.   

The Prince of Heaven no less! 
The enemy drooled in anticipation of owning such a prize! 

Bring on your angels now mortal man, evil said with a Sneering laugh.  Call them if you can. 
The serpent hissed, I have won, I am number 1, You are mine! 

GO AWAY, the Prince replied 
I am not yours today 

BUT! 
I am MY FATHER’S SON and I live for HIM! 

MY LOVE is everlasting !  BEGONE! 
The old enemy fell into the cosmos screaming and kicking 

All the way down to earth. 
 

The KING smiled and hugged HIS only son. 
How proud HE was that day. 

HE hated to send THE PRINCE away 
Just a little longer on the earth 

Soon HIS job would be done and 
THE CROWN of LIFE would be HIS 
THUMP_THUMP_THUMP_THUMP 

Warden! 
Warden! 

Come quick! 
       HE LIVES!!!! 
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