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Walking the Walk 
 

Janus, one of the mythological gods of the 
Roman Pantheon, has always intrigued me.  Janus 
is the two-headed god, the god of gates and doors, 
beginnings and endings, with a double-faced head, 
each looking in opposite directions.  I would think 
that being able to see the beginning as well as the 
end of things would be a good thing, but we have 
made the concept of being two-faced something no 
one wants to be called.  A two-faced person is one 
who acts a certain way in one place and entirely 
differently in another; in other words, someone 
who is a fake and a hypocrite. 

Anyone who has accepted Christ and 
strives to live a Christian life has had this criticism 
directed at him or her. Christians are frequently 
called hypocrites.  Christians are criticized for 
being one way on Sundays and a different way on 
Mondays.  We who confess our faith in Christ are 
accused of being fakes, of pretending to be 
religious and better than others.  

I would agree that we frequently fall short 
of the glory that God planned for us, and at times 
we are guilty of being hypocritical -- but I don’t 
believe that makes us fakes.  We know that God 
sees us as we are, and not as we present ourselves 
to be.  We know that Jesus did not call us to be part 
time disciples, but full time, 24 hours a day, seven 
days a week.  But we know there at times when we 
will do or say the wrong things.  We know that we 
will fall to temptation, for as Jesus said, ‘the spirit is 
willing but the flesh is weak.’  We are sinners.  We 
are far from being perfect; which is why our 
community of faith, our church, is not perfect. 

I am glad that Olive Branch Christian 
Church is not a perfect church.  If it was, there 
would be no room for me – and probably you!  It is 
not staffed with a perfect minister, or elders, or 
deacons, or laypeople.  But it is a place where 
misfits are welcomed, sinners embraced, and 
seekers invited to sit at the table.  Joseph Wirthlin 
put it this way: “The church is not a place where 
perfect people gather to say perfect things, or 
have perfect thoughts, or have perfect feelings. 
The Church is a place where imperfect people 
gather to provide encouragement, support, and 
service to each other as we press on in our journey 
to return to our Heavenly Father.”  

Lent begins on March 5th with Ash 
Wednesday.  It starts us on a walk with Christ 
towards Jerusalem and the cross.  Let it also be a 
reminder that in our daily journey, we should 
strive to be the image of Christ to those we meet.  
And we will not walk alone; God will be with us, 
as Psalm 121:8 affirms: “The LORD will guard your 
going out and your coming in, from this time forth 
and forever.” Amen! 

Blessings, 
Richard 

 
 

 
 

Get Ready for Shrove Tuesday! 
  

Yes, Mardi Gras returns to Olive Branch 
Christian Church on Tuesday, March 4, at 6:30! 

http://www.ob-cc.org/
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This night has become an incredible time of fun 
and fellowship for our church family, as we come 
together to eat and play. Shrove Tuesday is 
sometimes referred to as 'Fat Tuesday,' and in the 
English tradition of the church it was the day of 
eating pancakes as a way of using up all the eggs 
and fat in the home -- items that were prohibited 
from being part of one's diet during Lent.  Today 
we use Shrove Tuesday as a mile marker in our 
Christian calendar: it is the last day of Epiphany, 
the last day before Lent.  We will gather in the New 
Fellowship Hall to feast on pancakes and bacon 
under the direction of Chef Doug Dill, and then 
celebrate our own Mardi Gras with bingo and 
prizes.  Last year's prizes were incredible -- I can't 
wait to see what has been purchased and donated 
for this year's fun.  So as the King of the Mardi 
Gras, I say come out on Tuesday and enjoy being 
with your church family! 

 
 Richard 

 
 
 

 

Lenten Meal  
and Worship 

 
On Wednesday, March 5th, the season of 

Lent begins with Ash Wednesday.  This worship 
service will be held in the New Fellowship Hall, 
beginning at 6:30 with a simple meal of soup and 
bread, followed by a service that finishes with the 
imposition of ashes.  The ashes remind us of God's 
condemnation of sin, as God said to Adam, "Dust 
you are and to dust you shall return."  The ashes 
remind us of our own shortness of life and our 
mortality, for as we are buried the words of the 
committal are said: 'earth to earth, ashes to ashes, 
dust to dust."  Please come and join your brothers 
and sisters in Christ, as we begin our walk with 
Christ towards Jerusalem and the cross. 

 
Richard 

  

 
 

Building a Great Board 
 

Your Board met for the first time on 
February 22.   Each person there strongly believes 
in the Lord and in our community of faith.  Our 
discussion of what we understand that our church 
expects of us and what we expect of ourselves 
reveals that the Board is process oriented rather 
than a group of individual “Lone Rangers.”  We 
pledged to represent those who elected and 
installed us and to represent the leadership of the 
church to our community of faith. 

Bible study, personal sharing, and prayer 
together are a high priority.  We are using the book, 
“Being a Disciple: Counting the Real Cost,” to 
guide our meditation and prayer at each meeting.  
We will base decisions on what the Spirit reveals 
that will best help Olive Branch achieve its mission: 
“to be a worshiping fellowship which brings 
people into a deep personal relationship with Jesus 
Christ, nurtures them toward spiritual maturity, 
and equips them to share God’s grace and love in 
ministry.” 

The Board approved the appointments of 
individuals as officers of the Board, the Program 
Planning Team, and Trustees of the Memorial Trust 
Fund, special committees, and replacement of 
Elders, who were elected by our faith community, 
but did not feel a pull of the Spirit to serve as 
Elders.  Please read carefully Kay Ainsworth’s 
article in this Newsletter on the difference between 
the Memorial Trust Fund and the Memorial Gifts 
Fund.  Also, please read Andy Bradshaw’s article 
on the Architectural Committee, the reason for its 
being and the progress of its actions up to this 
month.  

We are indebted to Missy Harbour and John 
Speegle for purchasing a Keurig Coffee machine for 
our use.  This meeting was open only to Board 
members, because it was more of a retreat than a 
regular Board meeting.  However, all members and 
friends of Olive Branch are cordially invited to 
attend any of the future meetings.  There will be a 
time devoted to questions and comments by any 



 

 

attendee of each meeting.  Also feel free to bring up 
your questions and comments to any Board 
member.  A list of Board members is also in this 
newsletter. 

One position is not filled at this time, a 
member of the Financial Secretary Team.  Please 
talk with Richard Bradshaw, Richard Cline, or me 
if you have questions about the position. 

Take care, 
Fred 

  

Architectural Committee 
 
The Architectural Committee, appointed by the 
Board, has sent Requests for Proposals to three 
local planning firms for a feasibility study for a full 
range of options for accommodating our growing 
congregation (more room for worship and 
fellowship), supporting the ministry of hospitality 
to members, visitors and guests (better access to 
buildings, more modern restrooms, more and 
better kitchen space), and supporting the teaching 
ministry for all ages (better classroom design).  The 
study will let us know what renovations, 
expansions or replacements of our facilities are 
feasible, what the development requirements 
would be, and what the estimated costs would be.  
No particular projects have been proposed yet.  
With this information, the Board and the 
congregation can select and prioritize projects that 
would then be planned in detail.  Watch for more 
information in the coming months. Your input will 
be important in making the best choices. 

Andy Bradshaw 
 
 
 

 
 
The following scriptures will be used during the 

Sunday worship in March.  The underlined 
passages are the primary passages for Pastor 
Richard’s sermons. 

 
March 2: To Be Determined   
March 9: Romans 5:12-19; Genesis 2:15-17; 3:1-7 
March 16: John 3:1-17;  Psalm 121  
March 23: Romans 5:1-11; Exodus 17:1-7 
March 30: Ephesians 5:8-14; Psalm 23 
 

 
 

March Birthdays 
 

04 Tony Griffin 
10 Linda Garrett 
12 Marlies Brantley 
16 Carol Pitts 
22 Emily Dill 
 Tammy Rutherford 
25 Greg Hammack 
27 Lewis Williams 
31 Richard Griffin 
 

~  ~  ~  ~  ~  ~  ~  ~ 
 

Update from the 
Program Planning Team Advocates 

 
 

OBCC Mission News 
 
 

 
 

 
I am sure that many notice that some of the 

choir leave after communion at the first service on 
the second and fourth Sundays of the month.  That 
is because we go to the Dominion Health Care 
Center on Longhill Road and have a church service 
for the delightful residents, whom we 
affectionately call "The Village People".  As I 
understand it, members of OBCC have been doing 
this service for many years, including Pastor Bill 
Howard, Ronnie Henk, and Bob Eley to mention a 



 

 

few.   We usually arrive around 9:30 and finish by 
10:10 so that we can be back for the 11:00 service.  
Our service is simple and not too long, for we 
know that many have a limited attention span.  
Barb Schmidt welcomes everyone and usually 
reads one of Clay Harrison's beautiful poems. 
Norm Larkin takes special care to make sure 
everyone is comfortable and that they have song 
sheets.  He always opens his meditations with a 
few jokes which puts a smile on everyone's face.  
Music really touches their hearts and we try to sing 
three or four hymns.  Both Irma Gustafson and 
Diana Love have provided wonderful piano 
accompaniment.  One special lady always asks us 
to sing "Jesus Loves Me" as that is her favorite. Bob 
Schmidt, Joyce Allen and her son Andrew if he is 
home lend their beautiful voices to the mix.  
Sometimes we have eight or nine attending or just 
three or four.  I know they enjoy our being there 
because they always thank us and tell us what a 
blessing we are. The true gift is ours as they touch 
our hearts and we know that we are the ones 
blessed.   

Anyone who would like to join us is 
welcome, just please give me a call (757-229-1423).   
Marney Brickhouse 

 
Jim and Carolyn Hunt 

PPT Outreach and Mission Advocates 
 

~  ~  ~  ~  ~  ~  ~  ~  ~  ~ 
 

“The Necessity of Evangelism” 
 

The following prayer was given to me by 
Pastor Bill, written by W. Heartsell Wilson from 
Gross Pinte Park, MI. 
 
A Prayer For Today 

This is the beginning of a new day.  God has 
given me this day to use as I will.  I can waste it or 
use it for good.  What I do today in important, 
because I'm exchanging a day of my life for it.  
When tomorrow comes, this day will be gone 
forever, leaving in its place something that I have 
traded for it.  I want it to be gain, not loss; good, 
not evil; success, not failure; in order that I shall not 
regret the price I paid for it.  Amen. 
 

I think Pastor Bill lived that prayer.  He was 
always working for The Master with his 

unconditional love for his fellowman; his planning 
of yet another Bible Study to draw us all closer to 
the Father; and his sense of humor, recognizing his 
own imperfections and his need for Jesus.  He 
knew the importance of pointing souls to The 
Savior and he used his many Spiritual Gifts from 
God to do just that. To me, he was evangelism 
personified. 
 

I learned many valuable lessons from him, 
sitting in his presence during Monday Morning 
Prayer Group.  He faithfully prayed every week for 
a family of four who were unsaved.  We continue 
to keep that family on our list of folks standing in 
the need of prayer.  I learned that as the body 
grows frail and challenges our ability to do the 
work for the Lord we once were able to do, we can 
become mighty prayer warriors. 
  

There are many ways to win souls for God's 
Kingdom and prayer is a most valuable tool for 
that work.  If you can get down on your knees (and 
get up!), then do so.  If you have to sit in a chair or 
lie in a bed, makes no difference to God.  He can 
hear no matter what position you're in, His only 
desire is that your heart be in the posture of prayer. 

So, be an evangelist for Christ TODAY!   
Don't waste this day, for only He knows what our 
tomorrow holds.  But you can rest assured that He 
holds your hand. 

I love you, as Jesus said, 
Louise Smith 

PPT Evangelism Advocate 

 
~  ~  ~  ~  ~  ~  ~  ~  ~  ~ 

 
Exploring Small Groups 

 

 
 

 Will a small group ministry at Olive Branch 
help to build our faith community?  This is a 
question Dick and I have been pondering for 
several months.  But we are newcomers to Olive 
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Branch and as such do not know this loving body 
of Christ nearly as well as most of you do.  But 
what we do know from our experience of being in 
small groups is that these groups do help us grow 
closer to God and to each other. 
 
 Each one of us has a need to belong and to 
be loved.  Small groups thrive on the “each other – 
one another” scriptures.  You know them!   Jesus 
told us to love one another, be devoted to one 
another, submit to one another, encourage and 
serve one another, forgive each other, build each 
other up, and pray for each other. 
  
 At Olive Branch a small group might be 
formed with families in the same or nearby 
neighborhood.  A group of twelve is ideal but 
many begin with eight members and add more 
later.  Each group sets its own meeting time and 
place (homes, coffee shops, Martins, Au Bon Pain, 
etc.), and chooses their study (Bible, a Christian 
book, videos). 
 
 Small groups are for any and all of us who 
seek spiritual transformation and authentic 
relationships.  How about it?  Are you interested in 
knowing more?  Call us – we would love to share 
our small group experiences with you.  And we 
will be calling you too!  
 
 We love you with the love of the Lord. 
 

Dick & Betty Barber 
 565-0388 

 
 

 
 

 
Green means go!  Go to the store and load 

up with lots of green veggies this month for the St. 
Olaf Food Pantry!   March is green veggie month in 
honor of Saint Patrick’s Day. 

Saint Patrick used the shamrock, a three-
leafed plant, in illustrative parables to teach the 
Irish about the doctrine of the Holy Trinity; the 
Father, Son and Holy Ghost.  Olive Branch 
Christian Church has used generous donations of 
non-perishable food to demonstrate the love of 
Christ to neighbors in need.  

 
Thank you for your continued support of 

our local mission work with the St. Olaf Food 
Pantry.  

Beth and Devin Nease 
 

 
~  ~  ~  ~  ~  ~  ~  ~  ~  ~ 

 
 

 

Notes from the Wild Side…! 
 
We will be sponsoring our “YARD SALE” on 

Saturday, March 22, 2014.  Please start your spring 
cleaning early and bring your gently used and 
clean items to church.  We will also need baked 
good items.  

 
We went to Winter Jam on 2/16.  The teens 

had a great time listening to contemporary Christian 
music.  Some of the performers were LeCrae, 
Newsboys, Thousand Foot Krutch, Tenth Avenue 
North, NewSong, Plumb, Colton Dixon, Love & the  

 
Outcome, and EverFound.  Check them 

out…you might find an artist you like.  Don Morse 
was able to tag along with us, and I am very 
thankful.  While waiting in line to go inside Scope, 
EverFound came out where we were and 
preformed a song.  They sold their cd’s and even 
signed them for the teens. 

We will meet on 3/9 and 3/23.  
 

 

CHECK OUT OUR FACEBOOK SITE!! 
 

 
Abby Matschke 



 

 

Youth & Recreation 
 

As Olive Branch enters 2014, there are exciting 
opportunities for our youth to become engaged in the 
ministries and activities of the church. 

 
• Chi Rho (Middle School Youth Group) 

All youth from 4th through 8th grade are 
encouraged to attend our newly reformed Chi-Rho 
Group.  It will meet on Wednesday nights.  The youth 
are welcome to eat as part of the family night dinner at 
6:30 p.m. with the meeting starting at 7:00 p.m.  The 
adult leaders will be Pastor Richard and Tracy Creech. 

• Chime Choir for Easter 
Every Wednesday from now until Palm Sunday 

our youth are invited to be members of our Youth Hand 
Chime Choir.  This group will meet on Wednesday’s at 
6:00 p.m. for rehearsal (breaking for dinner at 6:30.)  
Irma Gustafson has volunteered to lead this ministry. 

• Additional Adult Support Needed 
As the youth and children’s ministries expand, 

Olive Branch will need more adults to support various 
ministries.  If you are interested in working with 
children or youth, please let Hunter or Tracy Creech 
know. 

• Vacation Bible School 
Of particular need are volunteers to lead 

Vacation Bible School.  Two individuals are needed to 
assume this great ministry which has a strong history of 
success at Olive Branch for years.  Please pray that 
people are called to this ministry, and if you are called or 
curious, please contact Hunter or Tracy Creech. 

Hunter and Tracy Creech 
PPT Advocates for Youth Ministries 

 
Help With My Summer Mission Internship 

 
Several months ago I felt called by God to apply for a 
summer mission internship position. I was thrilled to 
learn that my application had been accepted to intern at 
YUGO ministries in Ensenada, Mexico. What is YUGO 
you ask? YUGO ministries is an organization that 
reaches out to the community of Ensenada by building 
homes for people in need. I will be living and working at 
the camp for three months this summer, and need to 
raise the funds to get me there and cover my costs. I 
have estimated that I need to raise $2,000 dollars to 
cover my travel, food, and room and board for 12 weeks. 
I feel fortunate that the Lord has provided me with this 
life-changing experience to serve others in mission. Any 
support, whether that be prayer, encouragement, or 
donations would be welcome as I embark on this life-
changing journey into a whole different culture to serve 
The Lord. For more information just contact me at 
tnc2556@email.vccs.edu   Thank you!  

Taylor Cline 
 

 
 

Christian Women’s Fellowship 
 

 Monday, March 3rd at 6:30 p.m. we will gather 
for our CWF Dinner in the New Fellowship  Hall.   
Please bring a dish to share.   And…get ready for 
some “fun” entertainment! 

Marney Brickhouse 
CWF President 

 
Tuesday Morning Circle:   The Tuesday circle met 
February 11th at Interlude, with 13 attending despite 
the cold,cold weather.  Glad to have Blanch back with 
us, and Joyce Allen…looking forward to seeing you 
both again.   Glad also to have Clay Harrison, who 
shared his poems and the beautiful pictures they were 
painted on.   After yet another plentiful meal, and 
an update on upcoming events, Elaine Henk 
presented our lesson from Matthew 5.  Thanks Elaine, 
we so enjoy your lessons. 

Donna Haulsee 
 

 

 
 

We would like to say a special thanks to our 
church family for all the calls, cards, notes, and 
prayers during Brick's recent illness.  He is feeling so 
much better and is truly grateful for the caring 
everyone has given him.  Families are so important 
and we are truly blessed to have a wonderful church 
family to add to ours.  Again sincere thanks.    

Marney and Caleb Brickhouse 
 
 

I want to thank my church family for all the 
support you gave to Murray and to me over the last 
several years. I especially appreciated the calls, cards,  
visits, and prayers I received after Murray's passing. 
Special thanks go to all the individuals who helped on 
the day of his funeral, and in particular to the CWF of 
Olive Branch for the reception. I am so thankful to be 
part of this wonderful church family! 

 Sincerely, 
Paulette Moyce 

mailto:tnc2556@email.vccs.edu


 

 

 
 

SERVING  IN  MARCH 
 

Elders 
March 2 Doug Dill, Sheila Yeatts 
March 9 Jim Thacker, Kim Riffle 
March 16 Norm Harbour, Missy Harbour 
March 23 Chuck Walker, Hunter Creech 
March 30 Andy Bradshaw, Ann Bradshaw 
 

Deacons 
March 2 Don Morse, Skip Jensen  
 Richard Jones, Christina Jones 
March 9 Michelle Wright, Cleve Wright 
 Danny Pitts, Elna Pitts 
March 16 Carole Kerr, Lewis Williams 
 Joyce Allen, Dean Farr 
March 23 Edie Larkin, Norm Larkin 
 Val Mason, Emily Friend 
March 30 Hunter Gardner, Arnold Cooper 
 Denise Cooper, Josh Fulgham 
 

Acolytes  
March 2 
8:30/11:00 Skylar Jensen (both services)  
 
March 9 
8:30/11:00 Melissa Williams/Sarah Allred 
 
March 16 
8:30/11:00 Lauren Ries/Todd Meadows 
 
March 23 
8:30/11:00 Melissa Williams/Alex Allred 
 
March 30 
8:30/11:00 Lauren Ries/Emily Lang 
 

Deaconess 
Carole  Kerr 

 
Kid’s Club 

March 2 Tracie Heslink  
March 9 Fiona Lang 
March 16 AVAILABLE 
March 23 AVAILABLE 
March 30 AVAILABLE 

 
 

HOMEBOUND 
Tommy Hoar and Audrey White 

 
*PLEASE NOTE:  Please contact the church office to 
add a name to our list. 
 
Church Family:  Pat Allred, Jimmy Allred and family, 
Jeanne Bell, Judy Biggs, Duie Brantley, Caleb Brickhouse, 
Jesse Hall, Lucy Hall, Jack Heslink, Lena Jeffries, Gail Key, 
Joann Mitchell, Paulette Moyce, Patty Neary, Donna Perger, 
Charles & Helen Pruitt, John Savage, Richard Thiel, Ted Van 
Holten, Russell & Sarah Waid, Dave Willard, and Lewis 
Williams. 
 
Family and Friends:  The women and men of our 
Armed Forces, Dick Barrere (friend of Keeta Hodson), Rusty 
& Pat Bullock, George Callis (Tracey Hutton’s step-father), 
Peggy Callis (Tracie Hutton’s Mother), Elwood Edwards 
(friend of Chuck Walker), family of Joyce Fife (friend of 
Baker Baker), John Friend (Emily Friend’s brother), Melissa 
Fulgham (Russell & Sarah Waid’s daughter/the Fulgham’s 
Mother),  Evala Gordineer (Norm & Lucy Hall’s daughter), 
Katie Graves (Nola Grave’s daughter), Carl Henley (Gene & 
Cheryl Johnson’s friend), Frank & Patty Kunze (friends of 
Gene & Cheryl Johnson), Bettie Mallory, Mr. Morrow, Alexis 
Ries (Dawn Gormus’ daughter), Arlene Rogers, Mark Ross 
(friend of Dave Willard), Roberta Scheels (Gene Johnson’s 
sister), Lisa Vitek (Irma Gustafson’s daughter), and Olive & 
Nathan (friends of Beth Nease). 

 
 (Underlined bold print indicates new person on the Prayer List.) 

 
NOTE:   Please review the names listed for our ‘Prayer Concerns’, 
and contact the church office if someone’s name is able to be removed 
from the list or if you would like someone’s name added. 
 
 
 

  
       Make room in your heart 
and in your busy days 
throughout the season of 
Lent (March 5 – April 20) for 
a few minutes each day 
reading scripture, reflecting 
on a brief meditation, and 
praying, to prepare your 
heart and your life to 

experience the grief of Jesus crucified and the 
glory of him resurrected. 

 



 

 

 
 
 

Children’s Story  

A Clean Heart  

 
 Do you ever forget to wash your hands 
before eating?  We all forget to do that 
sometimes.  It is a good thing to wash your 
hands before eating, but Jesus says there are 
some other things that are for more important. 

 The religious leaders during the time 
Jesus lived were very concerned about keeping 
clean.  They had many religious laws and 
traditions which they followed to make sure 
that nothing that was unclean went into their 
mouth.  One day some of these leaders asked 
Jesus why his disciples were not keeping their 
tradition of washing their hands before they 
ate (sometimes they forgot just like you do).  
Jesus answered them by telling them that what 
comes out of your mouth is more important 
than what you put into it.  He said that the 
words that come out of your mouth comes 
from your heart and those words show 
whether you are clean or unclean. 

 Have you heard the children’s rhyme 
that says, “Sticks and stones may break my 
bones, but words can never hurt me”?   That 
sounds nice, but it just isn’t true.  Words can 
hurt people.  We can all remember a time when 
we have been hurt by someone’s mean and 
hateful words.   

 

God hears every word we say, and he 
knows every thought we have in our heart.  It 
is very important for us to be careful about the 
things we think and say, because hateful words 
come from an unclean heart. 
Bible Verse:   But the things that come out of the 
mouth come from the heart, and these make a man 
“unclean.”   Matthew 15:18 

  

 



 

 

 

"Lord, help me 
control my tongue. 

Help me to be careful 
what I say."  

 

 

A Clean Heart  
   

 
mouth 
stomach 
body 
heart 

unclean 
evil 
thoughts 
murder 

immorality 
theft 
lying 
slander 

man 
eating 
unwashed 
hands 

 
But the things that come out of the mouth come from 

the heart, 
and these make a man 'unclean.'  

Matthew 15:18 (NIV) 
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