
The Olive Branch 

 

          FEBRUARY 2014 
 

              Olive Branch Christian Church 
                   (Disciples of Christ) 

Richard D. Cline, minister 
Pat Dressler, secretary                                          Web Address:  www.ob-cc.org 
757-566-8077 (Church Office)                  Office Email Address:  obcc1833@gmail.com 
 

                        

 

Fill In The Blank 
 

What word would you choose to fill in the 
blank of this sentence: “we also _____ in our 
sufferings”?  I guess it could be one of several, 
depending on what we are facing at the time, and 
how we are feeling about life in general and our 
lives in particular.  As a church family we have 
recently confronted a reality we spend most of our 
lives denying: death.  Over the last five weeks we 
have felt like Shadrach, Meshach and Abednego. 
We have been put to a test of fire, as we have faced 
the pain of saying goodbye to five of our brothers 
and sisters in Christ.  Five services in five weeks!  
So I guess we could be excused if we filled in the 
blank with ‘weaken,’ or ‘lose faith,’ or even ‘cry’ in 
our sufferings.  But like Shadrach, Meshach, and 
Abednego, our church family has stood strong, 
holding on to each other and our faith in God’s 
love, and because we did, to paraphrase Johnny 
Cash’s song, “The Fourth Man in the Fire,” we 
didn’t bend, we didn’t bow, and we didn’t give up.  

The fill in the blank sentence comes from 
Romans 5:3-5. The New International Version 
translates it this way: “Not only so, but we also 
glory in our sufferings, because we know that 
suffering produces perseverance; perseverance, 
character; and character, hope.  And hope does not 
put us to shame, because God’s love has been 
poured out into our hearts through the Holy Spirit, 
who has been given to us.”  The Revised Standard 
Version uses “we rejoice in our sufferings,” the 
King James Version translates it as “we glory in  
 
 

tribulations,” and The Message puts it this way: 
“We continue to shout our praise even when we’re  
hemmed in with troubles.” But all are in 
agreement: suffering produces something; and 
while we may not be able to see it at the time, what 
it produces is of value.  

Paul writes of the things that suffering 
produces.  The first is perseverance.   In the original 
Greek, it literally means ‘to abide by and stay firm 
under pressure.’ Suffering gives us the staying 
power we need not to have our knees buckle under 
a heavy load.  As we sometimes say, ‘hang in 
there!’ Suffering produces steadiness. God is 
building us up, strengthening and equipping us so 
we can face anything this life can throw at us.  It 
also gives us a reliable character, behavior that can 
be counted on to react in the same way, time after 
time.  And it is this character that produces hope, 
hope in seeing the glory of God face to face, a hope 
for a future beyond death.  

Don’t overlook that one important word 
Paul uses in verse 3: know.  We “glory in our 
sufferings, because we know…”  As people of faith 
we know that we are loved and accepted by God, 
as shown through the gift of Jesus’ life, death, and 
resurrection.  As God’s children we will not be 
abandoned or broken by anything we face in this 
life – not even the deaths of those we love – or our 
own deaths.  We will not bend, we will not bow, 
and we will not give up. We have a fourth man in 
all the trials of our lives. And that is one thing we 
all need to know. 

Blessings, 
Richard 

Special Concert:  Wednesday, February 
26th…Emilio Pesante & his Woodside High School 
choir (Jubilee Chorus) will present a special concert at 
6:30 p.m., followed by dinner at 7:00 p.m.   Come hear 
these wonderful children singing just for us! 

http://www.ob-cc.org/
mailto:obcc1833@gmail.com


 

 

 

 
 

Who are you: who are we? 
 

What defines one’s identity: family ties, a 
career/job, personal creed, dreams and ideals, 
religious beliefs?  Jesus found his identity in his 
relationship with God. 

Is faith in God a peripheral matter, one that 
goes side by side, externally with the normal things 
in life?  Is it equal to loyalty to family, to 
accumulating wealth and things, to social and 
political causes, and to acceptance by others?  Is 
faith acted out by appealing to God in the midst of 
personal or social crises, seeking forgiveness, lists 
of things one must do or a list of  “thou shalt nots?” 
Relationship with God brings tension to the above 
and to everything else. It is not an easy matter to 
subordinate the other priorities.  Such 
subordination requires hard decisions not so much 
between right and wrong as between worthy 
options. 
 It is a process that will only be completed 
when we see Jesus face to face, when we shall see 
fully and be fully known (1 Corinthians 13:12).  
There seem to be two ways that help us grow in 
subordinating everything to one’s relationship with 
God: searching and finding.  That is the process for 
finding something better, for finding truth or 
knowledge, for finding love, and for finding God. 
 This year is a year of commitment.  Let’s 
start out together with a commitment to 
relationship with God.  Such commitment is born 
of the pull of God to himself for each of us and for 
our faith community.  From there let’s go through 
the year arm-in-arm with Pastor Richard, aware 
that God is our Father and that God’s will is our 
top priority search.   Participating in the programs 
of the church is one of the most effective ways to 
act out our relationship with God.  What we search 
for and how we go about it reveal a great deal 
about who we are. 
 

Take care, 

Fred 
Five of our Olive Branch family passed away since 
December 20th. 
 Marci Millican: December 20th 
 Ronnie Henk:  January 2nd 
 Norma Stockton: January 9th 

Dee Stockton:  January 20th 
Murray Moyce: January 27th 

 

Please keep these families in your prayers. 
 
 

 
 

The following scriptures will be used during the 
Sunday worship in January.  The underlined 
passages are the primary passages for Pastor 
Richard’s sermons. 

 
February 2: Matthew 5:1-12; Psalm 15 
February 9: Matthew 5:13-20; 1 Corinthians 2:1-12 
February 16: Matthew 5:21-37; 1 Corinthians 3:1-9 
February 23: Matthew 5:38-48; 1 Corinthians 3:10-11, 
 16-23 

  
~  ~  ~  ~  ~  ~  ~  ~  ~  ~ 

 

 

February Birthdays 
 

08 Charles Pruitt 
 Barbara Thiel 
09 Andy Bell 
11 Madison Elam 
13 Kelsey Creech 
16 Bob Schmidt 
18 Barbara Nicholson 
22 Doug Haulsee 
23 Barbara Schmidt 
24 Tonya Meadows 
25 Virginia Dare Waltrip 
26 Rosa Griffin 
 Gail Key 
27  W. Steve Garrett 
28 Tracey Hutton 
 David Waltrip, Jr. 
29 Dick Ivy 



 

 

Update from the 
Program Planning Team Advocates 

 
 
 

WEEK OF COMPASSION 
“ONE GREAT HOUR OF SHARING” 

 
Dear Friends in Christ,  
 

In this age of discord and division, the 
earnest words of Jesus’ farewell prayer on behalf of 
his followers could not feel more relevant or more 
urgent. “The glory that you have given me I have 
given them, so that they may be one, as we are one, 
I in them and you in me, that they may become 
completely one, so that the world may know that 
you have sent me and have loved them even as you 
have loved me” (John 17:22-23). With his beloved 
disciples during the Last Supper, Jesus prays for 
connection and unity. Perhaps he knew that 
understanding our oneness would be one of our 
greatest challenges as human beings, and that is 
why one of his very last acts was to pray for unity. 
When we understand that we are of God, created 
by none other than the Creator of all creation, and 
that we are thus beloved, we reconnect to 
ourselves, to one another, and to our Divine Parent.  
  

For seven decades now, nine denominations 
in the U.S., united as one, have been connecting 
people through the Ecumenical One Great Hour of 
Sharing of which Week of Compassion is a part. 
Sisters and brothers living in poverty who would 
have been otherwise overlooked, or outright 
forgotten, have been empowered by our gifts to the 
offering. The woman who has been a victim of war, 
attempting on her own to raise her family without 
any access to long-term food security, education, or 
health care, is now self-sufficient because of 
assistance from Week of Compassion. Families 
across North America, still struggling to survive 
after a devastating storm took everything in its 
path, are accompanied for the long haul, thanks to 
funds from Week of Compassion. Each time a gift 
is given, a connection is made. Every single 
offering builds another bridge and tears down 
another wall. Each donation to Week of Compas-
sion, no matter how large or small, reveals our 
unity, that in Christ Jesus we are one family.  When  

one of us — anywhere on earth — hurts, we all 
hurt. As long as there is need, we are all in need. 
Week of Compassion enables us to fulfill those 
needs, for they are our needs.  
 
 We are the hungry, the thirsty, the sick, the 
homeless, the hurting. We are one with our sisters 
and brothers, and we will answer Christ’s call until 
we all are fed. Until all are fed. Through this 
ecumenical effort, Week of Compassion, we 
connect visibly, effectively, efficiently, and 
powerfully to answer those needs. Together, we are 
much stronger. Together, we have raised hundreds 
of millions of dollars to assist and to connect with 
those whose lives have now been forever changed.  
 
 The legacy lives on. We will receive the 
Week of Compassion offering on February 16th and 
23rd.  Please give generously to this great connector 
of our churches and our shared faith, work, and 
witness in the world. Give generously, for as long 
as a sister or a brother is in need, we are all in need.  
Thank you for your leadership.  
 

Sincerely,  
Jim and Carolyn Hunt 

PPT Outreach and Mission Advocates 

 
OBCC Mission News 

 
Olive Branch is a mission focused church.  

We serve in our community, in our country and 
around the world in global outreach efforts.  Each 
month in the newsletter we will highlight an Olive 
Branch active mission to inform the membership 
and recognize those leaders and volunteers who 
the support the mission. This month we will 
describe a local mission we support at the Burnt 
Ordinary housing area in Toano. 

   
On the third Thursday of each month a 

team from Olive Branch prepares a meal for elderly 
and handicapped residents at Burnt Ordinary.  
Along with the meal we have fellowship, prayer, 
hymns, and Pastor Richard shares communion.  
During the five years we have supported this 
mission we have gotten to know some wonderful 
people and some have attended worship services 
on Sunday mornings. 

 



 

 

We have three teams that plan and prepare 
the meals: 

 
Team #1 
Carolyn and Jim Hunt 
Elna and Danny Pitts 
Gayle and Bob Key 
 
Team #2 
Val Mason 
Janet Fletcher 
Phyllis Taylor 
Cecelia Rusky 
 
Team #3 
Maralyn Carr 
Michael Ayers 
Ann Cline 
Eddie and Norm Larkin 
Emily Friend 

 
We also want to recognize Jess and Don 

Morse and Linda and Steve Garrett for their 
faithful service these past few years and welcome 
Maralyn Carr, Michael Ayers, and Ann Cline to the 
Burnt Ordinary Mission.   

Jim and Carolyn Hunt 
PPT Outreach and Mission Advocates 

 
 

“The Necessity of Evangelism” 
 

When February rolls around each year, we 
naturally think of Valentine's Day and of our 
Special Someone.  The Ancient Greek for that kind 
of love in eros, meaning "intimate love" or 
"romantic love".  Some of the other Greek words for 
our ONE Engish language word "love" are Storge, 
meaning "familiar love": Philia, meaning 
"friendship"; and Agape, meaning "selfless love".    
 C. S. Lewis in his book "The Four Loves",  
writes of  Affection, or brotherly love (Storge), 
Friendship, or love between friends (Philia), Eros, 
meaning "romance" or "being in love", and Charity 
(Agape) as unconditional, caring for, regardless of 
circumstances.  He spoke of "Need Love" as a child 
for its mother; and "Gift Love" as is God's love for 
humanity; and "Appreciative Love" as the love of 
nature, for instance, or of companionship. 
 In recent weeks, our Church Family has 
seen love played out in a way that Eros, alone, does 

not describe.  We have watched as spouses buried 
their beloved mates, children wept for their 
departed parents, family members and friends 
shared their fond memories of the deceased, food 
was prepared, calls, cards, visits of condolence 
poured out.  Every aspect of "love" was evidence of 
hearts that truly care for one another.  This is the 
church our Lord Jesus established.  He knew the 
needs that would surely come our way in this life 
and He prepared the hearts of His children to both 
give and receive those gifts of true love. 
 
 The greatest love any of us has ever 
received was that, "God so LOVED the world that 
He gave His only begotten Son...", John 3:16 and in 
John 13:34 Jesus said, "A new command I give you: 
LOVE ONE ANOTHER.  As I have LOVED you, 
you must LOVE ONE ANOTHER."  This LOVE 
from God is too good to keep to ourselves, so as we 
think of the Cupid of Valentine's Day myth, let us 
shoot arrows of love to penetrate the hearts of all 
those who need to hear His Word and share in His 
love.  The whole world stands in great need of love, 
for as C. S. Lewis said, "the highest love doesn't 
stand without the lowest". 
 

I love you, as Jesus said, 
Louise Smith 

PPT Evangelism Advocate 
 
 

~  ~  ~  ~  ~  ~  ~  ~  ~  ~  
 

Exploring Small Groups 
 

 
 

 Will a small group ministry at Olive Branch 
help to build our faith community?  This is a 
question Dick and I have been pondering for 
several months.  But we are newcomers to Olive 
Branch and as such do not know this loving body 
of Christ nearly as well as most of you do.  But 
what we do know from our experience of being in 

http://www.churchart.com/Subscriber/ViewImages.aspx?keywords=&entry_date=1/1/0001&image_type=,cl,ca,ph,ch,pp,bc&topic_id=97&image_source_id=&page=41


 

 

small groups is that these groups do help us grow 
closer to God and to each other. 
 Each one of us has a need to belong and to 
be loved.  Small groups thrive on the “each other – 
one another” scriptures.  You know them!   Jesus 
told us to love one another, be devoted to one 
another, submit to one another, encourage and 
serve one another, forgive each other, build each 
other up, and pray for each other. 
  
 At Olive Branch a small group might be 
formed with families in the same or nearby 
neighborhood.  A group of twelve is ideal but 
many begin with eight members and add more 
later.  Each group sets its own meeting time and 
place (homes, coffee shops, Martins, Au Bon Pain, 
etc.), and chooses their study (Bible, a Christian 
book, videos). 
 
 Small groups are for any and all of us who 
seek spiritual transformation and authentic 
relationships.  How about it?  Are you interested in 
knowing more?  Call us – we would love to share 
our small group experiences with you.  And we 
will be calling you too!  
 
 We love you with the love of the Lord. 

Dick & Betty Barber 
 565-0388 

 
 

~  ~  ~  ~  ~  ~  ~  ~  ~  ~ 
 
 
 

 
 

A total of five food pantry poems were submitted, 
that is if you count Devon’s Beans, Beans rendition. See them 
on the Sunday School Bulletin Board.  The poems will be 
shared with the staff at the St. Olaf Food Pantry.  Thank you 
Olive Branch Poets!  

 
Our youth and children have been actively 

participating in the Olive Branch food pantry local mission 
work : 

 
On Thanksgiving Tonya Meadows posted the 

following message on her Facebook page:  

  “The most wonderful thing just happened!! 
Hayley and her boyfriend were walking around the 
neighborhood. A couple approached them and 
asked them if they went to church. Hayley 
answered, "Yes". They then asked, "Does your 
church collect food for the hungry?" Hayley said, 
"yes". The couple gave them 4 garbage bags of 
food to donate to the food pantry!!! God is good!! 
Happy Thanksgiving!!! “ 
 

 
 
 

Skylar Jensen asked the girls who attended her 
birthday party in December to bring canned food items for 
the St. Olaf food pantry.  Skylar collected several large 
bags full of food donations and they were delivered them 
to church this Sunday.  

 

 
 

 
**Consider including food donations as a part of 

your next party, meeting or event.   It is a great way to engage 
friends and colleagues and highlight the love flowing from 
Olive Branch and St. Olaf back into our local community.  

 
It's a blessing to see our entire congregation even the 

children engaged in this loving outreach! 
 
Wishing everyone rich blessings in 2014!   

 
Beth and Devon Nease 



 

 

 

Notes from the Wild Side…! 
 
Thank you to all of you that came out to 

support the youth with the Chili Cook-Off.  What an 
exciting time our 5th annual cook off was.  We had 
18 different recipes, from shrimp, bbq, green 
chilies, and spicy pineapple and bacon, to name a 
few.  Brett Matschke's Spicy Pineapple and Bacon 
chili raised the most money with $170.00.  Debbie 
Wilkins’ chili came in second with $103.00.  Over all 
we raised $1,193.00.  And to top that off, Robert 
Wilkins matched that with his own donation, so we 
raised $2,386.00.  Words cannot express the 
gratitude for your generosity.   

Our mission trip this year is to Indianapolis, 
Indiana.  We cannot wait to serve and grow in spirit. 

 We will be meeting in February on the 9th 
and 23rd.   
 
 

CHECK OUT OUR FACEBOOK SITE!! 
 

Abby Matschke 
 
 
 

 
 

OBCC 2014 Chili Cook-Off Winner 
Brett Matschke, with his Mother, Abby 

 
 

Youth & Recreation 
 

As Olive Branch enters 2014, there are exciting 
opportunities for our youth to become engaged in the 
ministries and activities of the church. 

 
• Chi-Rho (Middle School Youth Group) 

All youth from 4th through 8th grade are encouraged 
to attend our newly reformed Chi-Rho Group.  It will meet on 
Wednesday nights.  The youth are welcome to eat as part of 
the family night dinner at 6:30 p.m. with the meeting starting 
at 7:00 p.m.  The adult leaders will be Pastor Richard and 
Tracy Creech. 

• Chime Choir for Easter 
Every Wednesday from now until Palm Sunday our 

youth are invited to be members of our Youth Hand Chime 
Choir.  This group will meet on Wednesday’s at 6:00 p.m. for 
rehearsal (breaking for dinner at 6:30.)  Irma Gustafson has 
volunteered to lead this ministry. 

• Additional Adult Support Needed 
As the youth and children’s ministries expand, Olive 

Branch will need more adults to support various ministries.  If 
you are interested in working with children or youth, please let 
Hunter or Tracy Creech know. 

• Vacation Bible School 
Of particular need are volunteers to lead Vacation 

Bible School.  Two individuals are needed to assume this great 
ministry which has a strong history of success at Olive Branch 
for years.  Please pray that people are called to this ministry, 
and if you are called or curious, please contact Hunter or 
Tracy Creech. 

Hunter and Tracy Creech 
PPT Advocates for Youth Ministries 

 
 

 

 
 

Jim Anderson’s & Bill Howard’s Disciples 
Men Bible Class will host a Valentine’s Dinner on 
Tuesday, February 11th, at 5:30 p.m. at Food for 
Thought Restaurant, located on Route 60.  
“Singles” are welcome and are encouraged to 
attend. 

   
A “Sign-up Sheet is posted on the bulletin 

board in the Narthex.  Questions?  Contact Norm 
Larkin (258-1439). 

 



 

 

 
 

SERVING  IN  FEBRUARY 
 

Elders 
 
February 2 Norm Harbour, Missy Harbour  
February 9 Jim Hunt, Carolyn Hunt 
February 16 Andy Bradshaw, Ann Bradshaw 
February 23 Fred Rothermel, Marney Brickhouse 
 

Deacons 
 
February 2 Lewis Williams, Carole Kerr 
 Joyce Allen, Dean Farr 
February 9 Val Mason, Emily Friend 
 Edie Larkin, Norm Larkin 
February 16 Arnie Cooper, Denise Cooper 
 Josh Fulgham, Hunter Gardner 
February 23 Tracy Creech, Lucy Hall 
 Dale Teagle, Patty Barker 
 

Acolytes  
 
February 2 
8:30/11:00 Lauren Ries/Todd Meadows  
 
February 9  
8:30/11:00 Melissa Williams/Alex Allred 
 
February 16 
8:30/11:00 Lauren Ries/Emily Lang 
 
February 23 
8:30/11:00 Haley Creech/Sam Lang 
 

Deaconess 
 

Edie Larkin 
 

Kid’s Club 
 
February 2 Chuck Walker 
February 9 Tracie Heslink 
February 16 Fiona Lang 
February 23 Christy Jensen 

 
 
 

HOMEBOUND 
Tommy Hoar and Audrey White 

 
*PLEASE NOTE:  Please contact the church office to 
add a name to our list. 
 
 
Our sympathy is extended to: 
 Jerry & Kay Ainsworth on the death of Kay’s 
nephew, Kees vanLeliveld (17 years old) who passed 
away on Sunday, January 26th.   
 Paulette Moyce on the death of her husband, 
Murray, on Monday, January 27th. 

Please keep Jerry, Kay and Paulette and their 
families in your prayers. 
 
Church Family:  Pat Allred, Jimmy Allred and 
family, Judy Biggs, Duie Brantley, Caleb 
Brickhouse, Jesse Hall, Lucy Hall, Lena Jeffries, 
Bob Key, Paulette Moyce, Donna Perger, Charles & 
Helen Pruitt, Richard Thiel, Russell & Sarah Waid, 
and Landa Simmons (mission trip to India). 
 
Family and Friends:  The women and men of our 
Armed Forces, Rusty & Pat Bullock, George Callis 
(Tracey Hutton’s step-father), Peggy Callis (Tracie 
Hutton’s Mother), Elwood Edwards (friend of 
Chuck Walker), John Friend (Emily Friend’s 
brother), Evala Gordineer (Norm & Lucy Hall’s 
daughter), Katie Graves (Nola Grave’s daughter), 
Carl Henley (Gene & Cheryl Johnson’s friend), 
Frank & Patty Kunze (friends of Gene & Cheryl 
Johnson), Roberta Scheels (Gene Johnson’s sister), 
Lisa Vitek (Irma Gustafson’s daughter), the family 
of Kees vanLeliveld, and Olive & Nathan (friends 
of Beth Nease). 
 

 (Underlined bold print indicates new person on the Prayer List.) 
 
 
NOTE:   Please review the names listed for our ‘Prayer Concerns’, 
and contact the church office if someone’s name is able to be removed 
from the list or if you would like someone’s name added. 
 
 
 
 



 

 

 
 

Christian Women’s Fellowship 
 
This is the beginning of a new year for 

CWF, and I would like to say thanks again to all 
those who answered the call for help during a very 
stressful time.  The families of those we served 
were most grateful and appreciative of the 
beautiful and bountiful receptions, especially the 
loving and caring expressions.  

On March 3rd we are having our Spring 
dinner meeting at 6:30 PM in the new fellowship 
hall.  Our speaker will be Marilyn Whittaker, who 
was the Woman to Woman representative to China 
last year.  My hope is that all who are able will plan 
to come as it was an exciting and spiritually 
uplifting experience.  Bring your spouse or a friend 
and a dish to share. 

On Saturday, March 29th, we will be having 
our Spring Brunch at Shelia Yeatts' house.  
Everyone is encouraged to bring a friend and 
something delicious to share. 

We again will have our Mother/Daughter 
afternoon tea on Saturday, May 10th, at 2:00 PM in 
the New Fellowship Hall. 

Every four years CWF ladies from several 
countries as well as all over the USA get together 
for a special Quadrennial Assembly.  This year's 
theme is “ICU”, and will be in Atlanta, Georgia on 
June 25th thru 29th.  Anyone interested in attending 
should contact either Marney Brickhouse or Shirley 
Harrison. 

God is good.  All the time.  All the time. 
GOD IS GOOD!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!! 

Respectfully submittted by… 
     Marney Brickhouse 

   CWF President 
 

Tuesday Morning Circle:   The rain didn't stop our 
faithful Tuesday morning circle, there were fifteen 
in attendance.   Thanks for your support.   
Everyone enjoyed the bounty of food, and great 
desserts. 

Elaine Henk reviewed our study on the 
beatitudes and will begin a new study in February. 
 

Welcome to our visitors, Mary Lee and Blanche, 
and hope you will come back; it was nice to have 
Patty Neary and Janet Fletcher back with us. 

Our next meeting will be February 11th, at 
Interlude.  All are welcome. 

HAPPY NEW YEAR! 
Donna Haulsee 

 
 

 
 

To my Beloved OBCC family and beyond, 
 

The outpouring of prayers and love shown 
to me and my family after the "homegoing" of 
Ronnie was overwhelming.  God bless each of you.  
Just as Jesus pronounced from the cross to His 
mother and to His beloved disciple, John. (John 
19:26-27), and as Richard said in his eulogy for 
Ronnie, “Jesus broke down more barriers in 
defining "family.". 

Elaine Henk 
 
January 1, 2014 
  
 During 2013 we provided food for 1054 
families, an increase of 73 families from 2012.  This 
was possible in large part due to your generous 
donations to the St. Olaf Food Pantry. 
 With God’s grace and your continued 
support we will continue to provide food for those 
in need in our local area.  We wish you every 
blessing for a healthy, happy and safe New Year. 
 

God Bless, 
  Tony Melzer 

St. Olaf Catholic Church 
 

Monday, February 17th 
 

 
 

(Office Closed) 



 

 

 
 
 

Children’s Story  

Fishing for People  
 

Do you enjoy fishing? Have you ever 
caught a fish? Fishing is a great sport, and if you 
have ever been fishing and have caught a fish, you 
know that there is a great feeling of excitement 
when you catch a fish. One of the things that makes 
fishing such a great sport is that it doesn't matter if 
you are young or old or if you are a girl or a boy -- 
you can still be good at fishing. 

What does it take to be good at catching 
fish? First of all, you need to have the right 
equipment.  You can't just get piece of string, put a 
hook on it, and tie it on the end of a stick and 
expect to catch very many fish, can you?  No!  You 
will need a rod and reel.  The next thing you need 
to know is that you can't sit around talking with 
your friends about fishing or reading fishing 
magazines and expect to catch any fish.  You have 
to go where the fish are to catch fish.  Finally, if you 
want to be good at fishing, you must learn 
patience. Sometimes the fish just aren't biting.  

One day Jesus was walking along the 
seashore when he saw two brothers named Peter 
and Andrew. Jesus knew that they made their 
living by fishing, so he called out to them, "Follow 
me, and I will show you how to fish for people!"  
Do you know what they did?  They laid down their 
fishing nets and followed Jesus. 

Jesus wants you and me to fish for people 
too. That means that he wants us to tell others 
about what he has done for us and what he wants 
to do for them. What does it take to be a fisher of 
people? 

First, we need to have the right equipment. 
We need to know what the Bible teaches and learn 
how to share it with others. 

Next, we need to remember that we can't just 
sit around reading the Bible and talking about fishing 
for people and expect to bring them to Jesus. We 

have to go out where the people are and tell them 
about Jesus. 

Finally, we must learn patience. Everybody 
we tell about Jesus isn't going to believe. Some 
people just won't be interested, but we can't give up. 
We just have to keep telling people about Jesus, and 
let Jesus take care of the rest. If we will do these 
things, we can really become “fishers of people” like 
Jesus wants us to be. If you think there is a great 
feeling of excitement in catching a fish, just imagine 
how exciting it must be to bring someone to Jesus! 

 
LET US PRAY:  Dear Jesus, help us to become fishers 
of people. Help us to tell others what you have done 
for us -- and what you want to do for them.  Amen. 
 
 
 

Jesus called out to them, "Come, be my 
disciples, and I will show you how to fish for 
people!"   Mark 1:17  
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