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An Endless Roller Coaster Ride 
 

Everybody says life has its ups and downs.  
Over the last month our faith community has been 
on a roller coaster ride of incredible highs and 
heartbreaking lows.  Our Christmas activities, from 
worship services and the Choir Cantata, to the 
Children’s Pageant and the Live Outdoor Nativity, 
could not have been any better.  The talents of our 
choir, led by Emilio and accompanied by Steve, 
were on full display throughout the season.  Our 
youth transformed the sanctuary into a staging 
ground for the 22nd Angel Flight Division, and 
presented a musical production from an Angel’s 
viewpoint of the birth of Christ.  The Bethlehem 
stable once again took shape on our church 
grounds as the live outdoor nativity was presented 
as our gift to the community.   Our members 
dressed in costume, and braved the cold to recreate 
the first Noel.  Hundreds (it seemed like 
thousands) of cookies and treats, as well as hot 
cider and chocolate, were given to our guests who 
stopped for the nativity.  And the sanctuary was 
filled to capacity for Christmas Eve Communion 
and Candlelight service, as folding chairs were set 
up in the narthex so that none had to stand.  What 
an up way to end the year!  

But one can’t stay on the mountaintop 
forever.  A roller coaster goes up as well as down.  
Over the last two weeks we have lost three 
members in our church: Marci Millican, Ronnie 
Henks, and Norma Stockton.  We have hugged 
each other closely in our pain, as we have said 
goodbye to those we loved and now miss so much.  
And we have wrestled with our own mortality, for 

their deaths have reminded us that no matter how 
hard we try to live as if life on this earth was 
endless – it’s not.  

Which is why Sunday’s lectionary reading 
from Ephesians was especially timely and 
comforting.   Our life here is temporal.  But in Jesus 
Christ it is not final.   Through Christ we have been 
chosen and adopted by God, and inheritors of 
eternal life.  Beyond this world we will find perfect 
contentment, freedom, and wholeness.   Until then, 
we live strengthened by the knowledge that 
nothing, not even the deepest lows, can separate us 
from God’s love and grace.  Comfort one another 
with these words.  

Blessings, 
Richard 

 
Thank You! 
 

Ann and I don’t know where to start 
in thanking our church family for all the 
gifts and cards we have received this 
Christmas!  The little box we received as a 
love offering left both of us speechless!  
The cards with their kind words, the gifts of 
homemade treats, flowers, ornaments, and 
candles, and your warm hugs make us give 
thanks to God for the privilege we have of 
being part of this special church.  I am so 
blessed to be your pastor!  May the ministry 
we share together at Olive Branch continue 
to grow and prosper! 
  

Richard and Ann  
 
 
 

PLEASE NOTE: 
The Church Office will be closed Monday,  

http://www.ob-cc.org/
mailto:obcc1833@gmail.com


 

 

January 20th, (Martin Luther King, Jr. Day). 

 
 

2014 – The Year to Commit 
 

It seems hard, at times, to make 
commitments.  Some believe that selfishness is one 
reason why.  They would say that the question, 
“What’s in it for me.” is a selfish one.  Self-interest 
seems generally at odds with everything we’ve been 
told   about commitments, right? 

Well, there are some who really do like the 
spotlight.  There some who are obsessed by power.  
There are some who do everything possible to be 
superior to others or to “put one over” on somebody 
else.  Some others would say, “I like to be around 
people that I’m comfortable with.”  “I just noticed 
that there is something not happening in this church, 
and I want to get it started or I want to improve its 
impact.”  “There are people out there who need our 
help.” And, so on. 

Why we do what we do?  Why do we not do 
what we don’t do?  We all do what we want.  In the 
past, two different pulls have motivated me to make 
a commitment.  There were extrinsic pulls produced 
by someone asking, “Would you be willing to …”   
On other occasions, a “light” would turn on in my 
mind creating a pull to commit myself to some 
other action.  Both pulls come from the Spirit, who 
connects us to the journey to become who we 
believe that God calls us to be.  One comes through 
the invitation of another person.  The other is more 
direct and personal.  

Each member and friend of our faith 
community receives the love and grace of God, and 
there are ways to extend that love and grace to 
others through Spirit pulls to involvement in a 
church program and through the private pulls that 
come to us each day. 

Lord, give each one of us eyes that see, ears 
that hear, and hearts that yield to your pulls to be 
sources of your love and grace to others. We all 
need to stay connected.   

 

Take care, 
Fred Rothermel 

 
 

The following scriptures will be used during the 
Sunday worship in January.  The underlined passages 
are the primary passages for Pastor Richard’s sermons. 
 

January 5: Ephesians 1:2-14; John 1:1-14  
January 12: Acts 10:34-43; Isaiah 42:1-9 
January 19: John 1:29-42; Psalm 40:1-11 
January 26: Matthew 4:12-23; Isaiah 9:1-4 

 
  

 
 

~  ~  ~  ~  ~  ~  ~  ~  ~  ~ 
 
 
 
 

KID’S CLUB:  Help is needed for Kid's Club 
for Sunday, January 19th and Sunday, January 
26th.    Please contact Missy Harbour at (804) 
795-7582 if you are able to help. 
 
 
 
 
 

 

http://www.churchart.com/search/ImageDetail.asp?image_id=95095419


 

 

 

 
 

SERVING  IN  JANUARY 
 

Elders 
 
January 5 Andy Bradshaw, Ann Bradshaw 
January 12 Fred Rothermel, Marney Brickhouse 
January 19 Doug Dill, Sheila Yeatts 
January 26 Chuck Walker, Kim Riffle  
 

Deacons 
 
January 5 Arnie Cooper, Denise Cooper 
 Josh Fulgham, Hunter Gardner 
January 12 Tracy Creech, Lucy Hall 
 Dale Teagle, Patty Barker 
January 19 Skip Jensen, Don Morse 
 Richard Jones, Christina Jones 
January 26 Danny Pitts, Elna Pitts 
 Michelle Wright, Cleve Wright 
 

Acolytes  
 
January 5 
8:30/11:00 Lauren Ries/Emily Lang  
 
January 12  
8:30/11:00 Haley Creech/Sam Lang 
 
January 19  
8:30/11:00 Skylar Jensen (both) 
 
January 26 
8:30/11:00 Melissa Williams/Sarah Allred 
 

Deaconess 
 

Phyllis Gardner 
 

Kid’s Club 
 
January 5 Tracie Heslink  
January 12  Fiona Lang 
January 19 Available 
January 26 Available 

 

 
 

Our sympathy is extended to: 
 

• Mike Hubbard and Dani DuBetz and their 
family on the death of his wife and her mother, 
Marci Millican, on Saturday, December 21st.  

• Elaine Henk and her family on the death of her 
husband, Ronnie, on Saturday, December 28th.   

• Dee Stockton and his family on the death of 
his wife, Norma, on Sunday, January 5th. 

 
Please keep these families in your prayers. 

 
 *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  * 

 
HOMEBOUND 

Tommy Hoar and Audrey White 
 

*PLEASE NOTE:  Please contact the church office to 
add a name to our list. 
 
 
Church Family:  Pat Allred, Jimmy Allred and 
family,  Jeanne Bell, Judy Biggs, Duie Brantley, 
Janet Fletcher, Jesse Hall, Lucy Hall, Lena Jeffries, 
Bob Key, Norm Larkin, Murray & Paulette Moyce, 
Donna Perger, Charles & Helen Pruitt, Richard 
Thiel, and Russell & Sarah Waid. 
 
Family and Friends:  The women and men of our 
Armed Forces, John Adams (Cheryl Johnson’s 
nephew), Rusty & Pat Bullock, George Callis 
(Tracey Hutton’s step-father), Elwood Edwards 
(friend of Chuck Walker), John Friend (Emily 
Friend’s brother), Evala Gordineer (Norm & Lucy 
Hall’s daughter), Katie Graves (Nola Grave’s 
daughter), Cheryl Hodson (Keeta Hodson’s 
daughter-in-law), and Lisa Vitek (Irma Gustafson’s 
daughter). 
 
 (Underlined bold print indicates new person on the Prayer List.) 

 
 
NOTE:   Please review the names listed for our ‘Prayer Concerns’, 
and contact the church office if someone’s name is able to be 
removed from the list or if you would like someone’s name added. 



 

 

 
 

 
 

Christian Women’s Fellowship 
 
The CWF Christmas dinner was a warm 

and delicious event.  The weather outside was 
frightful but inside it was delightful. Again our 
ladies outdid themselves and I decided the only 
wrong was my plate wasn't big enough to hold all 
that good food.  Many thanks to all who helped set 
up, take down, decorate, wash dishes, and serve.  
Your willingness to help makes all our events a 
pleasure. 

We enjoyed the Christmas poem written by 
Clay Harrison, and Elaine Henk shared a lovely 
story of little known Christmas Legends. 

Pastor Richard appreciated the donation to 
the Philippine Relief fund in his honor and we all 
enjoyed his antics with the stuffed goat given to 
him. 

Shirley Harrison said thanks to all for their 
generous support of our Thanksgiving and 
Christmas fund.  CWF gave a little over two 
thousand dollars to seven families.  Praise God! 

My wish for all is the knowledge that 
through all challenges, both good and bad, Jesus is 
with you, helping to guide you, and loving you one 
and all. 

May God Bless You Always. 
     Marney Brickhouse 

   CWF President 
 

 

 
 
NOTE:  The 2014 Flower Chart is posted on the 
Narthex Bulletin Board.  If you wish to donate 
flowers for the Sanctuary, sign up by the 
appropriate week (PLEASE PRINT).  You are 
asked to bring your flowers and place them on 

the floor in front of the communion table by 8:00 
a.m. on your chosen Sunday. 

 

 
January Birthdays 
 

2 Bob Phillips 
6 Kayla Walker 
8 Phyllis Gardner 
11 Micki Meadows 
12 Ann Darst 
15 Erich Hodson 
17 Shirley Harrison 
18 Amy Gilliam 
25 Margie Dieleman 
27 Clay Harrison 
30 Linda Hutton 
31 Skip Jensen 

 
 

Update from the 
Program Planning Team Advocates 

 
“The Necessity of Evangelism” 

 
The New Year is upon us.  What plans are 

you making for the year ahead?  Resolving to "do 
this", "not do that anymore", or just "let things 
happen as they will"?  I usually find the old adage 
to be true, "Life is what happens while you're busy 
planning".  I find Jeremiah 29:11 to be comforting.  
"For I know the plans I have for you" declares the 
Lord, "plans to give you hope and a future."  My 
NIV Study Bible suggests that as long as God, who 
knows the future, provides our agenda and goes 
with us as we fulfill His mission, we can have 
boundless HOPE.  This does not mean that we will 
not experience pain, suffering or hardship, but 
rather, God will see us through to the very end, as 
we navigate this undesirable part of our life's 
journey. 
 I have walked through "the valley of 
despair" myself and held the hands of others as 
they made their way through dark times.  Those 



 

 

who have the faith to believe the words of the 
Psalmist in 139:15 & 16, have a hope that others 
may not have.  It reads, "My frame was not hidden 
from you when I was made in the secret place.  
When I was woven together in the depths of the 
earth, your eyes saw my unformed body.  All the 
days ordained for me were written in your book 
before one of them came to be."  GOD KNOWS 
EVERYTHING THERE IS TO KNOW ABOUT US!  
Nothing about us, our joys, our trials, our sorrows, 
our failures, our successes, escapes His attention.  
And He promised Joshua in verse 1:5b, "As I was 
with Moses, so I will be with you; I will never leave 
you nor forsake you." and we are reminded of that 
again in Hebrews 13:5b "Never will I leave you, 
never will I forsake you." 
 So have confidence as the New Year unfolds 
and sing or hum the song, "Walk on, walk on, with 
HOPE in your heart and you'll never walk alone 
when you walk with God".   Resolve to share your 
Omniscient God with someone who may be sick, 
scared, alone, without hope.  This will insure 
blessings in 2014. 

I love you, in Jesus' name, 
Louise Smith 

PPT Evangelism Advocate 
 
 

 
Notes from the Wild Side…! 

 
Well…we did not make it to the Bethlehem 

Walk due to the weather, so we look forward to 
attending next year.  We signed and sent out 
Christmas cards to our troops.  The teens also 
helped stuff the bags for our guests at the Live 
Nativity.  The teens are preparing for the play, and 
I know they will do a fantastic job.   

January starts us with a fund raiser…the 5th 
Annual Chili Cook-off on January 26th!!!  Please get 
your recipe ready.  There is a sign up sheet on the 
bulletin board in the narthex. Or see one of our 
teenagers or Abby.  We look forward to some great 
chili and some friendly competition. 

Our January 2014 meetings are the 12th and 
26th.  

 
We would like to wish everyone a Happy 

New Year!  
 

CHECK OUT OUR FACEBOOK SITE!! 
 

Abby Matschke and Courtney Holt 
 

~  ~  ~  ~  ~  ~  ~  ~  ~  ~ 
 

The poem printed below is from the Daily 
Reflection of 12-31-13. 
 

Another year has turned its page, O Lord. 
We feel promises about to be fulfilled, hopes that 

may be realized, and sorrows unknown – that may 
become ours to bear. 

All of this, we carry into a New Year. 
 

We declare at the doorway into this year, that our 
trust is not in any man or woman to fulfill us, 

Nor is our trust in circumstance, or a belief that the 
days ahead will be easy. 

 
We do not expect, in this New Year, for our every 

prayer to be answered in a way we would like. 
You are in control, and we release our lives to you. 

 
We put our trust in this: 

That You, who have been with us through this past 
year, Immanuel, 

will be with us in this New Year. 
 

It is in You, Immanuel, we trust. 
If you go ahead of us, we will go;  
If you go behind us, we will go. 

If you will lead us in a cloud by day, and if you will 
light the night and its shadows with Your fire, we 

will faithfully follow. 
 

This is our prayer:  In all things that happen this 
year, we ask that we would be aware of Your 

presence, O Lord. 
In this walk that will always be by faith and not by 

sight, let us perceive Your nearness. 
We will stumble and fall, and we will also succeed 

and triumph. 
We will laugh, and we will also weep. 

 
But in those moments in which we cannot sense 

You near, let us see with the eyes of faith the marks 
of Your presence all around us, beneath us, 

carrying us boldly into Your future. 
 



 

 

With You we walk, with confidence and trust, into 
this New Year. 

Highlights from Year of the Youth  
 

Wow!  This has been an exciting year and 
how special that we were able to identify 2013 as 
Year of the Youth at OBCC.  Here’s just a glimpse 
of some of things we accomplished this year with 
the youth, for the youth, or led by our youth! 
• Clay  Harrison wrote a poem for Year of the 

Youth and presented it in March 
• Chili cook-off 
• Hand chimes choir performed in spring 
• 3 Sunday School classes doing well 
• Kid’s Club going strong with dedicated rotation 

of leaders 
• Youth Group meeting every other Sunday after 

church 
• Members of Youth Group offered special music 

in several worship services 
• Kelsey Creech and Ryan Matschke sang at the 

Easter sunrise service and they have joined the 
adult choir 

• Craig Springs Camp; 6 youth went 
• Summer picnic recognized high school and 

college graduates 
• VBS a great success with children from age 3 to 

18 participating (including a preteen and teen 
class) 

• Mission trip to Niagara Falls, NY and 
presentation of the trip 

• Family Night: several youth regularly attend 
• Yard Sale 
• Car wash for Walk to End Alzheimer’s 

fundraiser 
• Youth Sunday 
• Sponsored a local family that needed yard work 
• Youth Group hosted 2 Backstage Production 

shows 
• Nursery being painted with murals 
• Youth who have joined the church: Brandon 

Starks; Hunter Gardner; Maggie Sheppard; 
Bryant Walker; Emily Lang; Jacob Fulgham; 
Kayla Mullins; Jessie Fulgham 

• Christmas Pageant will be performed by 
children and youth later in December 

• Children and youth will participate in 
Christmas Eve live nativity 

• Plans underway for Chi Rho in 2014 
 

Thank you for supporting our children and 
youth during Year of the Youth. 

Missy Harbour & Christy Jensen  
2013 PPT Youth Ministry Advocates 

 
 
 
 

Exploring Small Groups 
 

 
 

 Will a small group ministry at Olive Branch 
help to build our faith community?  This is a 
question Dick and I have been pondering for 
several months.  But we are newcomers to Olive 
Branch and as such do not know this loving body 
of Christ nearly as well as most of you do.  But 
what we do know from our experience of being in 
small groups is that these groups do help us grow 
closer to God and to each other. 
 Each one of us has a need to belong and to 
be loved.  Small groups thrive on the “each other – 
one another” scriptures.  You know them!   Jesus 
told us to love one another, be devoted to one 
another, submit to one another, encourage and 
serve one another, forgive each other, build each 
other up, and pray for each other. 
 At Olive Branch a small group might be 
formed with families in the same or nearby 
neighborhood.  A group of twelve is ideal but 
many begin with eight members and add more 
later.  Each group sets its own meeting time and 
place (homes, coffee shops, Martins, Au Bon Pain, 
etc.), and chooses their study (Bible, a Christian 
book, videos). 
 Small groups are for any and all of us who 
seek spiritual transformation and authentic 
relationships.  How about it?  Are you interested in 
knowing more?  Call us – we would love to share 
our small group experiences with you.  And we 
will be calling you too!  
 We love you with the love of the Lord. 

http://www.churchart.com/Subscriber/ViewImages.aspx?keywords=&entry_date=1/1/0001&image_type=,cl,ca,ph,ch,pp,bc&topic_id=97&image_source_id=&page=41


 

 

Dick & Betty Barber 
 565-0388 

 
 

 
 
“And lest the world go hungry while we 
ourselves are fed, make each of us more ready 
to share our daily bread.”   
 

The words from this popular Thanksgiving 
hymn remind us to remember those less fortunate 
not just during the holidays but year round.  

Everyone has been very responsive to the 
various food pantry themes during 2013 and the 
baskets overflowed month after month.  Sharing 
our daily bread has become a generous and healthy 
habit for our congregation, which translates into 
amazing  blessing for families in need.  

Look forward to more exciting food pantry 
campaigns for 2014!    

Beth and Devon Nease  
 
 

 

 
 

Wow!  What a month!  In November, with 
your help, we provided food for 128 families, 
including 2 new families.  That’s a record for our 
pantry.  Maybe it’s because the food stamp 
allowance has been reduced, effective November 
1st.  In any case, we’re thankful that we can 
continue to provide for those in need.   
 On behalf of Father Tom and all the 
parishioners of St. Olaf, we wish you and the entire 
Olive Branch family, a blessed Christmas, and a 
joyous and prosperous New Year. 
 Thanks for all you do. 

Tony Melzer 
St. Olaf Catholic Church 

 
 
 
Holy Father, 
 God of our yesterdays, our today, and our 
tomorrows.  We praise you for your unequaled 
greatness.  Thank you for the year behind us and 
for the year ahead. 
 Help us in your new year, Father, to fret 
less and laugh more.  To teach our children to 
laugh by laughing with them.  To teach others to 
love by loving them.  Knowing, when love came to 
the stable in Bethlehem, he came for us, so that 
love could be with us, and we could know you.  
That we could share love with others. 
 Help us, Father, to hear your love song in 
every sunrise, in the chirping of sparrows in our 
backyards, in the stories of our old folks, and the 
fantasies of our children. 
 Help us to stop and listen to your love 
songs so that we may know you better and better.  
We rejoice in the world you loved into being. 
 Thank you for another new year and for 
new chances every day.  We pray for peace, for 
light, and for hope, that we might spread them to 
others.  Forgive us for falling short this past year.  
We leave the irreparable past in your hands, and 
step out into the unknown New Year knowing you 
will go with us. 
 We accept your gift of a new year and we 
rejoice in what’s ahead, depending on you to help 
us do exactly what you want. 

I say it again….We rejoice! 
In Jesus name, AMEN! 

 
Author Unknown 

 
 
 



 

 

 

 
2013 Live Outdoor Nativity 

 
 

 
Patrick Neary 

 
Pictured from left:   Ben Lang, Ashley Wright, Russell Waid, Clay Williams, and Carole Kerr 

 
 

It Takes A Village 
  

 
It took a village of people to build, perform, feed, keep warm, and provide hospitality as Olive Branch 

presented its live outdoor nativity to the community.  Thank you, Olive Branch family, for all the ways you 
helped in this year’s presentation!  Thank you to all who provided food, and braved the cold in costume as 
Mary and Joseph, Angels, Shepherds, and Wise Men.  There would not have been a performance without 
you!  Additional thanks go to Jim Thacker, Doug Dill, Norm Hall, Steve White, Ted VanHolten, Jim Hunt, 



 

 

Devon Nease, Emily Friend, Diana Love, Hunter and Tracy Creech, Kelsey Creech, Marney Brickhouse, 
Ronnie and Sheila Yeatts, Missy Harbor, Emily Dill, Arnie and Denise Cooper, Zachary Cooper, Justin 
Cooper, Lucy Hall, and Cecelia Rusky.  

 Individuals and businesses in our community donated time and supplies.  John Altizer and Fred 
Altizer brought their animals to complete our manger, Gray McCalley provided the outdoor PA system, 
Hale Wood Products the slab boards, and Branscome, Incorporated provided road signs. 

Thank you for helping bring Bethlehem to 7643 Richmond Road! 

 
 
 
 

The Greatest Christmas Pageant Ever! 
 
 

Well, it might not have been the greatest in the history of church Christmas pageants, but the 

pageant our youth presented this year has to be up in the top 10!   The talents of our young people were on 

full display December 22nd as they brought to us a musical performance of the events leading up to the 

birth of Jesus – from the angels’ perspectives.   Our congregation cried tears of joy as our young kids and 

older youth gave us their special Christmas present.    



 

 

Special thanks go to all the youth of the 22nd Angel Flight Division who patiently attended long 

practices in order to give us this gift, and to Irma Gustafson, Diana Love, and Hunter and Tracy Creech 

who patiently planned, worked, and played in support of our youth. 

 

 
 
 

Children’s Story  
 

 
Growing in Faith  

 
 
   

  
  

  
Scripture: And behold, a voice out of 

the heavens, saying, “This is 
my beloved Son, in whom I 
am well pleased." Matthew 
3:17 

  

 

Have you ever seen a baptism?  Do you 
know what a baptistery is?   A baptistery is 
the part of the church which is used when 
the sacrament of baptism is performed by 
the minister.  The person being baptized 
walks down the steps into the water and is 
baptized like Jesus was baptized in the 
Jordan River.  When a person walks out of 
the baptistery, they are babes in Christ; 
and their Heavenly Father looks down upon 
them and is proud of them just as he was 
when Jesus was baptized. When Jesus 

  

came out of the water, God said, “This is 
my beloved Son in whom I am well 
pleased.” 

Even though God is proud of his children, 
he doesn’t want them to remain babies all 
their lives. He wants them to grow as 
Christians.  Some people walk out of the 
baptistery and they stay babes in Christ all 
of their lives.  Even though God still loves 
them, he probably isn’t very proud of 
them. He wants them to grow spiritually, 
just as they grow physically.  To grow 
spiritually, a person should regularly attend 
Sunday School and church in order to learn 
more about God and his son, Jesus, and 
how God wants us to live our lives for Him.  

Let us pray…Dear Lord, help us to 
grow in our Christian faith so that we 
may be children of whom you can be 
proud.  Amen. 
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