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Care Bears 
 

I discovered a bear in our attic. While 
rummaging through the attic storage space I came face 
to face with a toy that belonged to one of my 
daughters. It was a brown plush toy bear with a red 
heart on its belly, with the name of ‘Tenderheart Bear,’ 
one of the original Care Bears so popular years ago.  
Tenderheart Bear was known for his kindness and 
attentiveness, and for constantly attending to the 
needs of others.  

No wonder he ended up in the attic. Being 
tender hearted in our modern world is a recipe for 
disaster. So many live by the mantra, ‘Don’t get 
involved’.  People should be able to take care of their 
own problems.  We have enough on our plates, just 
trying to take care of ourselves.  Besides, even if we 
wanted to, what could we do? 

What should Christians do?  Become involved. 
And at Olive Branch, we are!  We have a long history 
of being involved in our community and beyond.  We 
have given to causes and concerns far beyond Norge, 
as well as helped with the needs of those within our 
church family.  We take seriously Paul’s admonition in 
I Thessalonians: “…encourage one another and build 
one another up, just as you are doing”.  (I Thess. 5:11).  
After all, as the saying goes, ‘people don’t care how 
much you know, until they know how much you care.’ 
We can preach and teach the good news about Jesus 
Christ repeatedly, but until our actions are in synch 
with the message, it will not be as bright or loud as it 
intended.  We need to give of our resources and our 
time, to the needs of others. 

 In closing, I would like to say in a big way my 
thanks for those who have given of their time in 
service to our church, as deacons, deaconesses, elders, 
PPT advocates, board members; those who work with 
our youth, choir, and hand bell choirs; those who 
teach and set up for Family Nights; those who help 
prepare meals and make our fellowship dinners 
special; the CWF and CMF members; and the elected 
positions of Board Chair, Vice-Chair, Clerk, Secretary, 
Trustees, and Financial Secretaries; and the Finance, 
Property, Pastoral Relations and Personnel Committee 
members. Your service and efforts are appreciated.  
And for those who are finishing their terms this 
December – thank you for your leadership! 

And on behalf of our congregation, I want to 
give a special word of thanks to Andy Bradshaw, who 
has served as our board chairperson for the last four 
years. It has been a true pleasure working with Andy, 
and being the recipient of his leadership, support, and 
thoughtful advice.  I am equally pleased that he will 
continue to give guidance and support to our 
congregation, as he returns to being a serving Elder in 
the new year. 

How blessed we are at Olive Branch! How 
blessed I am to serve as your pastor! 

Blessings,  
   Richard 

 
 

PLEASE NOTE: 
The Church Office will be closed: 
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Wednesday, December 25th; Thursday, December 26th; 
Friday, December 27th & Wednesday, January 1st 

 
 
What a privilege it has been to help lead Olive 

Branch Christian Church as its Board chair for the last 
four years.  Previous chair, Kay Ainsworth, and Pastor 
Ron built a strong foundation which not only carried 
us through the difficult transition after Ron’s death, 
but prepared us spiritually to enlarge our ministries at 
a time in which other congregations were struggling.  
Interim Fred Rothermel pastored us through our grief 
and hurt and taught our laity to take ownership of the 
ministries we were called to do.  Search Committee -  
Dee Stockton, Emily Dill and Ann Bradshaw 
prayerfully waited on the Lord to bring us a pastor 
who preaches Biblically, powerfully and 
inspirationally, who cares for us lovingly and 
patiently, and who encourages us in all the ministries 
we undertake. 
 Oh, how those ministries have flourished!  PPT 
chair, Jim Hunt, reviewed the long list of active 
ministries at our congregational meeting.  Some of its 
highlights included the ministries to feed and clothe 
the hungry and poor, the prayer ministries, the 
Sunday School, the Wednesday Family Night 
program, the Elders care ministry, the property 
improvements, the Year of the Youth programs, the 
music ministries, and thoughtful and innovative 
changes to the Worship service.  The enthusiasm for 
those programs is reflected in increased attendance, 
increased membership, increased giving and increased 
participation. 

My prayer is that, as our new Board chair, Fred 
Rothermel, will be blessed in the same way that I have 
been blessed.  Thank you, my dear brothers and sisters 
in Christ. 

Andy Bradshaw 
Board Chair 

 
 

We would like to welcome the following new 
members to our church in November:   Jacob 
Fulghum, Devin Waid, Jesse Fulghum, Emily Lang, 
Kayla Mullins, and Steve West. 

The Lord continues to bless us this year, as 
Steve became the 31st new member in 2013! 

 

Welcome to Olive Branch Church! 

 
 

Christmas Special Offering 
 

Within the Disciple denomination, Special Day 
Offerings are designated as opportunities to help 
particular ministries through the Disciple Mission 
Fund.  For instance, the Thanksgiving offering is 
designated to support the colleges that are affiliated 
with the Disciples of Christ.  The Christmas offering is 
designated for the support of the Regions.  Regions 
provide nurture and care to the congregations.  They 
oversee and assist in the search and call of pastors.  
They oversee the ordination and licensing of new 
pastors.  Many Regions, including Virginia, operate 
summer church camps.  Regions organize retreats for 
youth, women and men of the church.   

Regional financial support is strictly voluntary.  
There are no assessments made against each member 
or each congregation. 

Olive Branch has been blessed in so many ways 
by the Region.  Regional Minister Lee Parker visits 
whenever we have a need or a celebration we want to 
share.  His office provided the resources to identify 
Richard as our pastor.  The Regional church camp, 
Craig Springs, has served many of our youth.  The 
Blackstone Retreat, so popular with our CWF, is a 
Virginia Regional program. 
 After the economic downturn of 2008, many 
Virginia churches reduced their support for the 
Region.  Its staff was reduced.  Wages were frozen or 
cut.    

Olive Branch has become an essential 
supporter of the Region of Virginia.  Our historically 
generous Christmas Special Day Offering and our 
increasing budgeted giving to the Disciple Mission 
Fund, a portion of which goes to the Region, have 
helped the Region recover from some difficult years.   



 

 

Please make an especially generous Christmas 
Offering this year.  We need the Virginia Region, and 
the Virginia Region needs us. 

Andy Bradshaw 
Board Chair 

 
 

The following scriptures will be used during 
the Sunday worship in December.  The underlined 
passages are the primary passages for Pastor Richard’s 
sermons. 
 

1st: Matthew 24:36-44; Psalm 122  
8th: Isaiah 11:1-10; Matthew 3:1-12 
15th: James 5:7-10; Isaiah 35:1-10   
22nd: Matthew 1:18-25; Isaiah 7:10-16 
29th: Isaiah 63:7-9; Matthew 2:13-23 
 
 

~  ~  ~  ~  ~  ~  ~  ~  ~  ~ 
 
 

 
 

Live Nativity  
 

As we gather for our Christmas Eve Service, a 
special gift will be presented.  Outside at the front of 
our sanctuary, a live nativity will be Olive Branch 
Christian Church’s gift to the community.  From 5:00 
to 8:00 p.m., Mary, Joseph, and the baby Jesus will 
remind all who pass by our church on Richmond Road 
that Christmas is the birthday of our Lord.  Hot cider 
and coffee, along with light refreshments, will be 
shared with all who stop to take a closer look.  Then at 
8:00 p.m., our Sanctuary will be opened for a 
Christmas Eve Candlelight and Communion service. 

Help is needed!  We need actors, servers, stage 
hands, greeters, food, and refreshment servers.  Help 
us make this night special by getting the word out to 
all who pass our church on Christmas Eve.  Call the 
church office if you can help or say yes when you are 
asked! 

A meeting is scheduled for Tuesday, 
December 3rd at 7:00 p.m., in Andy Bradshaw’s 
Sunday School classroom in the Educational Building 
for anyone interested in helping with this special 
effort.  Please come and help in whatever way you are 
able. 

 
CHURCH CHOIR TO PRESENT  

“The First Noel: Born is the King!” 
 

Wednesday, December 18th, 7:00 p.m.     
 

This year our church choir is presenting the 
cantata, “The First Noel: Born is the King!”, created by 
Randy Vader and Jay Rouse; orchestrated by Rolin R. 
Mains.   Steve Hall will accompany our choir. 

Historically there was only one First Noel – all 
the Noels to follow were celebrations of that 
extraordinary Holy Night. However, there are many 
who may never experience a true Noel – a true 
Christmas – a celebration of the coming of the Savior. 
Christmas begins when the Christ of Christmas is born 
in the hearts of those who seek Him.  He comes to us – 
He moves among us – not because of our merit, but 
because of His mercy.  

Plan to add this wonderful program to your 
Christmas activities.  Invite family and friends to come 
with you! 

Emilio Pesante, Director 

 
 
 

 
 
 

Advent and Christmas at OBCC! 
 

• 12/09: CWF Christmas Dinner at 6:30 p.m. 

http://www.churchart.com/Subscriber/NewArtThisWeek.asp


 

 

• 12/18: Choir Cantata (“The First Noel: Born 
Is the King!”) at 7:00 p.m. 

• 12/22: Sunday School Christmas Pageant (Line 
Up Behind the Lord!) at 5:00 p.m. 

• 12/24:  Live Nativity from 5:00 – 8:00 p.m. 
• 12/24: Christmas Eve Candlelight Worship 

  at 8:00 p.m. 
Update from the 

Program Planning Team Advocates 
 
 
 

"WHAT GIFTS SHALL WE BRING"? 
 

 
 

Matthew's story of the Wise Men who come 
seeking the newborn King is a familiar one. The gifts 
they carried the long distance from Persia to 
Bethlehem was an arduous one and not easy, as he 
was not to be found as they had expected in Jerusalem, 
but in the tiny village of Bethlehem.  When they found 
the newborn King, they bowed down and presented 
him with extravagant gifts of gold, frankincense and of 
myrrh. 

We find ourselves unable to give such gifts 
until we remember the good news also came to the 
common folk like the shepherds.  For the Shepherds, 
their gifts came in the form of praising God. 

Your gift to the Christmas Offering supports 
the Virginia Region.  It supports the upkeep of camps, 
it supports conferences, it supports the ordination of 
our ministers, and in many other ways. This is the 
only big offering of the year that fully goes to the 
Region of Virginia. 

Whatever gift you bring, give it joyfully. This is 
the kind of giving that makes God smile and therein 
lies the secret of its extravagance. 

 
Thank You, 

 Carolyn Hunt 
PPT World Outreach Advocate 

 
 

 
 

“The Necessity of Evangelism” 
 
 

 
 
 
Sometimes the True Christmas Story gets over-

shadowed by "T'was the Night Before Christmas" 
poem, I fear.  For what really happened that holy 
night was the shepherds were watching their sheep.  
Instead of a vision of sugar plums, what they saw was 
a great light.  They didn't hear a clatter on the lawn, 
they heard the angels' chorus from heaven.  There was 
no moon on the breast of the new fallen snow, there 
was a bright star in the sky that led them to the stable 
in Bethlehem.  There they found the Christ Child, not 
toys under a tree. 

Jesus called the names of His twelve disciples 
to do His work.   There was no roof-top, but a 
mountain-top where Jesus prayed to His father.  
Instead of going down a chimney, He was brought 
down by Pontius Pilate.  Instead of a heavy sack of 
toys on His back, He had the weight of our sins on His 
back in the form of a cross.  His eyes were not merry 
but filled with sorrow.  No wreath on His head from 
the smoke of his pipe,   He wore a crown of thorns on 
His brow.  There was nothing for the thief on the cross 
to dread for Jesus forgave him instantly and promised 
to be with him that very night in Paradise. 

Our Savior didn't rise from a chimney like 
Santa Claus, HE ROSE FROM THE GRAVE.  He 
didn't fly away like the down of a thistle, He ascended 
into heaven.  Instead of returning to the North Pole to 
make new but breakable toys for next year, He 
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returned to Heaven to prepare for us a mansion in 
glory which will last for all Eternity. 

What a PERFECT GIFT God gave us.  Will you 
share this gift with others this Christmas? 

 
Merry Christmas with Love, 

Louise Smith 
PPT Evangelism Advocate 

 
 

Highlights from Year of the Youth  
 

Wow!  This has been an exciting year and how 
special that we were able to identify 2013 as Year of 
the Youth at OBCC.  Here’s just a glimpse of some of 
things we accomplished this year with the youth, for 
the youth, or led by our youth! 
 
• Clay  Harrison wrote a poem for Year of the Youth 

and presented it in March 
• Chili cook-off 
• Hand chimes choir performed in spring 
• 3 Sunday School classes doing well 
• Kid’s Club going strong with dedicated rotation of 

leaders 
• Youth Group meeting every other Sunday after 

church 
• Members of Youth Group offered special music in 

several worship services 
• Kelsey Creech and Ryan Matschke sang at the 

Easter sunrise service and they have joined the 
adult choir 

• Craig Springs Camp; 6 youth went 
• Summer picnic recognized high school and college 

graduates 
• VBS a great success with children from age 3 to 18 

participating (including a preteen and teen class) 
• Mission trip to Niagara Falls, NY and presentation 

of the trip 
• Family Night: several youth regularly attend 
• Yard Sale 
• Car wash for Walk to End Alzheimer’s fundraiser 
• Youth Sunday 
• Sponsored a local family that needed yard work 
• Youth Group hosted 2 Backstage Production 

shows 
• Nursery being painted with murals 

• Youth who have joined the church: Brandon 
Starks; Hunter Gardner; Maggie Sheppard; Bryant 
Walker; Emily Lang; Jacob Fulgham; Kayla 
Mullins; Jessie Fulgham 

• Christmas Pageant will be performed by children 
and youth later in December 

• Children and youth will participate in Christmas 
Eve live nativity 

• Plans underway for Chi Rho in 2014 
 

 
Thank you for supporting our children and 

youth during Year of the Youth. 
Missy Harbour & Christy Jensen  

2013 PPT Youth Ministry Advocates 
 
 

~  ~  ~  ~  ~  ~  ~  ~  ~  ~  
 
 
OBCC We Won’t Forget: A Successful Team 
Effort at the Walk to End Alzheimer’s 
 

 
 

This year’s Walk to End Alzheimer’s took place 
on October 26th and beat all goals!  Debbie Wilkins 
proudly stepped forward to serve as the OBCC Team 
Captain for the OBCC We Won’t Forget Team.  She 
did an amazing job bringing us stories and songs 
during worship to help us understand Alzheimer’s 
disease and how it impacts all involved.  The team, 
which was pictured in the November newsletter, 
included: Debbie Wilkins (team captain), Abby 
Matschke, Tonya Meadows, Norm Larkin, Bob & Irma 
Gustafson, Tracie Heslink, Linda Heslink, Harold 
Barker, Petra Hall, Missy Harbour, Val Mason, and 
Louise Smith. The team goal was $2,250.  With a 
successful car wash sponsored by our youth group, 
Wear Purple to Church Sunday, and the BBQ and 
Bingo luncheon, as well as individual fundraising 
efforts, the church team has raised $3,385!  I’m proud 
of our church team and I thank all of you for 
supporting them and the Alzheimer’s Association. 
These funds directly support respite care, support 
groups, training for families and professionals, and 



 

 

scientific research.  Our dollars make a difference! 
Remind someone who is dealing with Alzheimer’s or a 
related form of dementia that the Alzheimer’s 
Association is a helpful resource. We have a local 
branch right here in McLaws Circle.    Feel free to 
contact me if I can be of any assistance. 

With much appreciation, 
Christy Jensen 

 2013 Walk to End Alzheimer’s  
Community Chair 

 

 
 

Roses are Red, Violets are Blue 
I’m Celebrating Christmas by Giving, 

Now How About You? 
 

During this holiday season let’s all share our 
family favorites: yams, green bean casserole fixings, 
stuffing, gravy, cranberry sauce, etc.  Olive Branch can 
ensure even those in need can celebrate the birth of 
Christ with a healthy family meal!   

Keep those Food Pantry Poetry submissions 
coming and look for some to be shared in upcoming 
church newsletters.   
 

Giving is a Treasure 
A little bit of thoughtfulness that shows someone 

you care 
Promotes a spiritual connection for both of you to 

share. 
Every time you offer someone a helping hand, 

Such as a thoughtful gift of healthy food, it shows 
others you understand. 

Canned food, while it is a simple thing to give, 
Helps someone to find hope in this precious life 

we live. 
For sharing food and promoting health shows the 

world we love, 
And giving is the treasure that contentment is 

made of. 

 
Are YOU A Poet ? 

 
We are looking for some food pantry 

poetry.   A simple limerick or elegant prose…all are 
welcome. Drop them in the food pantry collection 
basket with your canned goods and we will share 
your literary works on the Sunday School bulletin 
board, in the church newsletter, and with the St. 
Olaf food pantry staff.  

Thank you for your support of the food 
sharing program.  

Devon and Beth Nease 

 

Notes from the Wild Side…! 
 

We are getting ready for the special time of 
year where we are thinking about others.  Seeing 
family and friends and remembering what we are 
thankful for.  I am thankful for such a wonder group 
of teenagers. Some I have known since I taught 
Sunday School, others I have gotten to know just this 
year.  We are growing as a group, and look forward to 
the things to come.   We hosted the spaghetti 
luncheon before the play, "Your A Good Man, Charlie 
Brown."  We are planning to go see the Bethlehem 
Walk in Richmond on December 8th after Church.  If 
you want to tag along please let me know; our motto 
is the more the merrier.  Our meetings are on 
December 1st, 15th, and the 29th.   

May everyone have a very Merry Christmas, 
and a Happy New Year! 
 

CHECK OUT OUR FACEBOOK SITE!! 
  

Abby Matschke and Courtney Holt 
 
 

~  ~  ~  ~  ~  ~  ~  ~  ~  ~ 
 

 
 
The Season of Advent, which begins this year 

on Sunday, December 1st, about four weeks before 
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Christmas Day, is a time for people to prepare 
themselves for the coming of the baby Jesus and 
Christmas. 
 

Christmas is an annual commemoration of the 
birth of Jesus Christ and celebrated on December 25th 
by millions of people around the world.  A feast 
central to the Christian liturgical year, it closes the 
Advent season and initiates the twelve days of 
Christmastide, which ends after the twelfth night.  
 

 
 

Christian Women’s Fellowship News 
 

CWF ladies are busy getting ready for the 
holiday season.  We helped several families at 
Thanksgiving and hope to collect more offerings to 
do even more for families for Christmas.  Anyone 
wishing to help, please give those donations to 
Marney Brickhouse, Shirley Harrison, Barb Schmidt, 
or Shelia Yeatts. 

On December 9th we will have our CWF 
Christmas dinner in the new fellowship hall at 6:30.   
Please bring your partner or friend, a dish to share, 
and a gift for your current prayer sister.  We will be 
drawing for new prayer sisters for 2014. 

In October nine ladies from Olive Branch 
journeyed to Blackstone for a wonderful weekend 
retreat.  The speaker, Brenda Etheridge, introduced 
us to some remarkable ladies of the bible and told her 
stories with a powerful passion.  Elaine Henk did an 
awesome workshop which encouraged everyone to 
open up their hearts and share with others.  Perhaps 
we can duplicate this during a Saturday workshop so 
that all who weren't able to attend can enjoy.  The 
best way to describe the weekend would be 
"Spiritually Uplifting" and my prayer would be that 
more will be able to attend with us next year. 

We are also getting excited about the 2014 
Quadrennial Assembly, which will be held in 
Atlanta, Georgia, June 25-29.  All those interested in 
attending please contact me for more information.  
Marney's home: (757-229-1423), cell: (757-880-2545). 

May the season of Christmas bring a peaceful 
and spiritual  renewal to your own life.  God gave us 

his son, let us give through words, deeds, and 
prayers.   

May God Bless Each and Everyone, 
Marney Brickhouse 

CWF President 
 
Tuesday Circle… The Tuesday Circle met at Interlude 
November 12th with eight ladies and two honorary 
members. 

After another delicious lunch and great 
desserts, we sang Happy Birthday to Elaine Henk, 
Cheryl Johnson, and even though Irma Gustafson   
wasn't present, we didn't forget her in our song.  Hope 
you ladies had a nice birthday. 

Elaine Henk concluded our study on The 
Beatitudes; a new study will be announced in January. 
 There will be no Tuesday Circle in December; 
instead there will be a joint dinner meeting on 
Monday, December 9th, at 6:30 p.m. 

Hope you all have a wonderful Christmas. 
Donna Haulsee 

Tuesday Morning Circle Leader 
 
 
 

~  ~  ~  ~  ~  ~  ~  ~  ~  ~ 
 

 

 
 
2 Allison Otey 

      4 Donna Garrett 
   Dana Rothermel 
     6 Kay Ainsworth 
  8 Taylor Cline 
   Skylar Jensen 
   Paulette Moyce 
   Fred Rothermel 
  10 Sharon Pullen 
   12 Bob Hutton 
    13 Tracy Creech 
  14 Steve White 
 16 Wayne Jones 
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  Cleve Wright 
                  17 Lauren Ries 

Dee Stockton 
     20 Ellen Sullivan 
   Ronald Yeatts 
     23 Patrick Gormus 
   Jim Thacker 
 24 Carita Hodson 

27 Becky Baker 
  30        Robert Cox, III 

 
 

NOTE:  If your birthday is not listed, and you would like it 
included, please contact the church office. 

 
The Advent wreath is a circle of leaves, usually 

pine boughs, ivy and holly, with five candles in it 
which is placed in the church. The candles are lit on 
each Sunday in Advent, and the central candle is lit on 
Christmas morning.  As each candle is lit, a scripture is 
read, and sometimes a prayer is offered.  

 

 

Christmas in the Gospels 
Christmas celebrates the birth of our Savior, 

Jesus Christ. The story of how this happened is told in 
part of the Bible known as the Gospels. There are four 
Gospels telling the life of Jesus. The Gospel of Luke 
tells the most about his birth, and the Gospel of 
Matthew tells another part of the story. The Gospel of 

John says that Jesus came from God to bring his 
"Word" or message to all people. 

The Gospels say that many years before Jesus' 
birth, prophets had told a promise to the Jewish 
people that God would send them a Messiah, or holy 
teacher.  Christians believe that the promised Messiah 
was Jesus. His mother was a young woman called 
Mary, who was engaged, but not yet married to a 
carpenter called Joseph. Joseph found out that Mary 
was pregnant and was upset.  He was wondering 
what he should do, when an angel came from God to 
tell him that the baby was the Holy One. The angel 
said that he must name the baby JESUS.  This was a sign 
that he would take care of it like his own child. 

At this time, the Middle East was ruled by the 
Romans. An order came that all the people had to 
travel back to their home town, to put their names on 
the taxation lists. Joseph took his new wife to 
Bethlehem. There was nowhere for them to stay, 
except a stable where the animals slept. This is where 
the baby was born. Joseph called him Jesus, as the 
angel had said. 
 The baby Jesus had two groups of visitors.  On 
the night he was born, angels told some shepherds in 
the fields that they would find a newborn king lying in 
an animals' feed bin (or manger).  Jesus' other visitors 
were some wise men who saw a new star in the sky 
and followed it, until they found the house where the 
family was now living and gave the young child 
expensive gifts of gold, incense and a precious herb 
called myrrh. 
 

 
 

 The Adult Choir meets Wednesday 
evenings at 7:00 p.m. for rehearsal.   Come join us 
in lifting our voices to the Lord!  We welcome one 
and all. 
 Our Christmas Cantata is Wednesday, 
December 18th, at 7:00 p.m.    Come, bring your 
family and friends, and enjoy this special Christmas 
gift from our choir to you. 

Emilio Pesante 
Adult Choir Director 
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The Bell Choir will be playing two Sundays in 

December.  You will see some new faces (new to Bell 
Choir, anyway)…Joyce Allen, Patty Barker and 
Andrew Pfister have joined us.  They are all a great 
addition.  We look forward to being a part of the 
Advent Season worship experiences.  I sincerely 
appreciate the dedication and hard work of all our 
ringers. 
 Bell Choir rehearsals are Thursdays at 7:00 
p.m.   If you are interested in playing the “bells”, 
please come and enjoy this special way to add 
praise to our worship services. 

Bob Schmidt 
Handbell Choir Director 

  
SERVING  IN  DECEMBER 

 
Elders 

December 1: Jim Thacker, Kim Riffle 
December 8: Norm Harbour, Missy Harbour 
December 15: Sheila Yeatts, Doug Dill 
December 22: Bob Schmidt 
December 29: Hunter Creech, Fred Rothermel 
 

Deacons 
December 1: Michelle Wright, Roy Sullivan, 
 Ellen Sullivan, Cleve Wright 
December 8: Carole Kerr, Dawn Gormus, 
 Sean Gormus, Lewis Williams 
December 15: Emily Friend, Danny Pitts, 
 Elna Pitts, Val Mason 
December 22: Barbara Schmidt, Abby Matschke, 
 Arnold Cooper, Denise Cooper 
December 29: Tracey Creech, Lucy hall, 
 Dale Teagle, Skip Jensen 
 

Acolytes 
December 1: 
8:30/11:00 Kelsey Creech/Todd Meadows  
 
December 8: 
8:30/11:00 Haley Creech/Sam Lang 
 
December 15: 
8:30/11:00 Lauren Ries/Bryant Walker 

 
December 22: 
8:30/11:00 Justin Cooper/Maggie Sheppard 
 
December 29: 
8:30/11:00 Kelsey Creech/Kayla Walker 
 

Deaconess 
December 1:  Connie Cason 
December 8:  Linda Hutton 
December 15:  Phyllis Gardner 
December 22 & 24: Carole Kerr 
December 29:  Edie Larkin 

 

Kid’s Club 
December 1: Fiona Lang 
December 8: Tracey Hutton 
December 15: Tracie Heslink 
December 22: Fiona Lang 
December 29: Jessica Morse 

 
 

HOMEBOUND 
Tommy Hoar, Audrey White 

 
*PLEASE NOTE:   We are starting over with our 
Prayer List.  Please contact the church  office to add a 
name to the “new list”. 
 
Church Family:  Pat Allred and family, Karen 
Barrow, Jeanne Bell, Judy Biggs, Duie Brantley, Caleb 
Brickhouse, Lucy Hall, Lena Jeffries, Joann Mitchell, 
Murray & Paulette Moyce, Donna Perger, Charles 
Pruitt, Helen Pruitt, Norma Stockton, Richard Thiel, 
and Russell & Sarah Waid. 
 

Family and Friends:  The women and men of our 
Armed Forces, Rusty & Pat Bullock, Elwood Edwards 
(friend of Chuck Walker), John Friend (Emily Friend’s 
brother), Evala Gordineer (Norm & Lucy Hall’s 
daughter), Katie Graves (Nola Grave’s daughter),  
Cheryl Hodson (Keeta Hodson’s daughter-in-law), 
and June Thorpe (Pam Williams sister). 
 

(Underlined, bold print indicates  
a new person on the Prayer List.) 

 
NOTE:   To add or remove a person’s name from the Prayer 
List, please contact the church office:  757-566-8077. 

http://www.churchart.com/Subscriber/ViewImages.aspx?keywords=&entry_date=&image_type=,cl,ca,ph,ch,pp,bc&topic_id=153&image_source_id=&page=5
http://www.churchart.com/Subscriber/ViewImages.aspx?keywords=pray&entry_date=1/1/0001&image_type=,cl,ca,ph,ch,pp,bc&topic_id=&image_source_id=&page=43


 

 

 
~  ~  ~  ~  ~  ~  ~  ~ 

 

 

 
  
 
 December 1:  Available 
 December 8:  Poinsettias 
 December 15: Poinsettias 
 December 22: Poinsettias 
 December 29: Poinsettias 
 
  
NOTE:  If you wish to donate flowers for the Sanctuary, sign 
up by the appropriate week (PLEASE PRINT).  You are 
asked to bring your flowers and place them on the floor in 
front of the communion table by 8:00 a.m. on your Sunday. 

Hygiene Kits collected for 
Church World Services 

 
In late September 2013, Olive Branch, under the 

leadership of Carolyn Hunt, collected and shipped 107 
hygiene kits to Church World Services. Due to the 
recent devastation in the Philippines and other places 
around the globe, CWS shelves are likely now 
depleted. Stay tuned for any future announcements 
relating to this outreach project. 
 

 
                                                                                                                          

Gustafson 

Pictured left to right: Virginia Dare Waltrip, Keeta 
Hodson, Ann Cline and Carolyn Hunt. 

 
~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ 

 

 
 
 

In October, with your help, we fed 103 families.  
In November, in addition to their regular food package, 
all our clients are receiving a special Thanksgiving 
package, with a canned ham and all the traditional 
“fixings” for a Thanksgiving dinner. 
 Olive Branch Christian Church remains one of 
our strong faith partners, which enables us to continue to 
help those in need. God bless you and your congregation 
for all you do. 

Tony Melzer 
St. Olaf Catholic Church 

 
 

"Line Up Behind the Lord!" 
 

Sunday, December 22nd, at 5:00 p.m., the youth 
of Olive Branch will be presenting a Christmas musical 
entitled "Line Up Behind the Lord!"   Come join our 
youth as they bring to life the hilarious and 
touching tale of the adventures of the 22nd Angel Flight 
division.  There will be a cookie and punch reception 
immediately following the presentation!   Please join 
us!! 

 
~  ~  ~  ~  ~  ~  ~  ~   

 
The Christmas Story 
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   In that region there were shepherds living in 
the fields, keeping watch over their flock by night.  

Then an angel of the Lord stood before them, and the 
glory of the lord shone around them and they were 
terrified.  But the angel said to them, “Do not be 
afraid; for see—I am bringing you good news of 
great joy for all the people:  to you is born this day in 
the city of David a Savior, who is the Messiah, the 
Lord.  This will be a sign for you: you will find a 
child wrapped in bands of cloth and lying in a 
manger. 

   When the angels had left them and gone into 
heaven, the shepherds said to one another, “Let us 
go now to Bethlehem and see this thing that has 
taken place, which the Lord has made known to us.”  
So they went with haste and found Mary and Joseph, 
and the child lying in the manger.   (Luke 2: 8-18) 

 
“You’re A Good Man, Charlie Brown!” 

 

 
                                                                                                                                                                                                       Gustafson 
 

On Sunday, November 24th, OBCC’s own thespians presented a production of “You’re A Good Man, Charlie 
Brown!”  Under the direction of Naomi Marrow and sponsored by our Olive Branch Youth Group, it was an 
event we at Olive Branch will be talking about for a long time!   The generous donations for the youth’s spaghetti 
lunch raised $500.00 for their next mission trip!   THANK YOU!   Can you guess the identity of the cast members 
above?   

 

http://www.picgifs.com/graphics/christmas-stable/graphics-christmas-stable-470749-759098/


 

 

 
Gustafson 

 
Your help is solicited for the return of the lovely altar paraments (pictured above) that were meticulously 
designed and constructed by Diana Love. They were last used during Easter of 2013 and seem to have taken a 
walk. Anyone with knowledge or a clue to their present whereabouts is encouraged to contact Pastor Richard or 
Pat Dressler in the church office. 
 
(Also missing is a cordless microphone from our four-channel system that was last used in our 2011 Christmas 
pageant.  Anyone with knowledge of its current whereabouts is asked to notify Pat Dressler in the church office.) 

 



 

 

 
 

Live Nativity Planning for 2013 
 

  
 Yes, this is a picture from “last year's” outdoor live nativity.  And while it is a good picture, it 

cannot begin to capture the warmth and Christmas spirit that flowed over our gathering last 
Christmas Eve.  Close to 200 people stopped, walked, listened, and enjoyed our church's 
Christmas gift to the community. 
  
 There are ways everyone can be involved, as builders, actors, servers, food preparers, 
greeters, and readers.  The Nativity will be constructed on Saturday, November 30th, with one 
performance on Christmas Eve from 5:00 pm to 8:00 pm.  
  
 Speaking for all of those who participated last year, just being a part of this event brought a 
special blessing to our Christmas experience.   I hope you will be a part of this year's community 
gift. 
  

Pastor Richard 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 

What’s In A Name? 
  

What’s in a name?  Has anyone ever 
asked you what your name means?  Do you 
know what your name means?  When your 
mom and dad found out they were going to 
have a baby, the spent a lot of time choosing a 
name.  They may have looked through a book 
that gives the meaning of names.   
  

Some parents name their son John, or 
their daughter Joanna.  Those names mean 
“God’s gracious gift”.  Have you ever known 
anyone named Daniel or Danielle?  Those 
names mean “God is my judge”.  Some boys 
are named Michael and girls are named 
Michaela.  Those names mean “one who is like 
God”.  One of the angels in the bible was 
named Michael.   

  
When Mary and Joseph found out they 

were going to have a baby, they didn’t have to 
go to the library and get a book to choose his 
name.  In fact, they didn’t choose his name at 
all.  God sent an angel to tell Mary and 
Joseph…“You will have a baby son, and you 
will call his name Jesus, because he will save 
his people from their sins.”  The name Jesus 
means “the Lord saves”.  God loved us so 
much that he sent his only Son to die on the 
cross to save us from our sin.  The Bible tells us 
that there is no other name that can save us.   

 
 What’s in a name?  If the name is Jesus, 
there is salvation! 
 
 Christmas will be here soon – the day we 
celebrate the birthday of Jesus.  Sometimes 
Jesus is called “The Lamb of God”.   Read the 
following poem (or have your parent read it to 
you) to help you remember the true meaning of 
Christmas. 

 



 

 

 
 

Mary Had a Little Lamb 
 

Mary had a little Lamb, 
He was born on Christmas day. 

She laid him in a manger bed 
To sleep upon the hay. 

 
Angels filled the night-time sky 

And they began to sing. 
Shepherds heard them all proclaim 

The birthday of a King. 
 

Wise men saw a blazing star 
Up in the sky that night. 

They followed it until they found 
The King of love and light. 

 
Mary had a little Lamb, 

But He wasn’t hers, you know, 
He was the very Son of God, 

The One who loves us so. 
 

The Father of this little Lamb 
Loved the world so much 

That He sent his own Son to earth 
So we could feel His touch. 

 
He came to give us joy and peace 

And take away our sin. 
So when He knocks on your heart’s door, 

Be sure to let Him in. 
 

Why do I love this precious Lamb? 
What can the reason be? 

The answer is quite plain to see, 
It’s because He first loved me! 

 
 

Let us pray…Dear Lord, thank you for sending your 
precious Lamb to take away our sins.  Help us to 
remember as we celebrate His birthday, that He was 
the greatest gift of all.   AMEN. 
 

Memory Verse:  She will give birth to a son, 
and you are to give him the name Jesus, because he 
will save his people from their sins.   Matthew 1:21 

 
 
 

An Angel Appears to Mary!  

Luke 1:26-38 (NIV) 

 
ANGEL      AFRAID      JESUS      FOREVER 
GABRIEL   FAVOR       GREAT     KINGDOM 
MARY       BIRTH        REIGN      SERVANT 
VIRGIN     CHILD        THRONE   POWER 

 
 
 

 



 

 

 
 
 

 

The angel Gabriel appears to Mary  
Luke 1:26-38 
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“You’re A Good Man, Charlie Brown!” 

 

 
Gustafson 

 
On Sunday, November 24th, OBCC’s own thespians presented a production of “You’re A Good Man, Charlie 
Brown!”  Under the direction of Naomi Marrow and sponsored by our Olive Branch Youth Group, it was an 
event we at Olive Branch will be talking about for a long time!   The generous donations for the youth’s spaghetti 
lunch raised $500.00 for their next mission trip!   THANK YOU!   Can you guess the identity of the cast members 
above?   

 

http://www.churchart.com/Subscriber/ViewImages.aspx?keywords=&entry_date=&image_type=,cl,ca,ph,ch,pp,bc&topic_id=31&image_source_id=&page=3


 

 

 
Gustafson 

Your help is solicited for the return of the lovely altar paraments (pictured above) that were meticulously 
designed and constructed by Diana Love. They were last used during Easter of 2013 and seem to have taken a 
walk. Anyone with knowledge or a clue to their present whereabouts is encouraged to contact Pastor Richard or 
Pat Dressler in the church office. 
(Also missing is a cordless microphone from our four-channel system that was last used in our 2011 Christmas 
pageant.  Anyone with knowledge of its current whereabouts is asked to notify Pat Dressler in the church office.) 

 
Hygiene Kits collected for 
Church World Services 

 
In late September 2013, Olive Branch, under 

the leadership of Carolyn Hunt, collected and 
shipped 107 hygiene kits to Church World Services. 
Due to the recent devastation in the Philippines and 
other places around the globe, CWS shelves are likely 
now depleted. Stay tuned for any future 
announcements relating to this outreach project. 
 

 

                                                                                                                          
Gustafson 

Pictured left to right: Virginia Dare Waltrip, Keeta 
Hodson, Ann Cline and Carolyn Hunt. 

 
~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ 

 

 
 
 

In October, with your help, we fed 103 families.  
In November, in addition to their regular food package, 
all our clients are receiving a special Thanksgiving 
package, with a canned ham and all the traditional 
“fixings” for a Thanksgiving dinner. 
 Olive Branch Christian Church remains one of our 
strong faith partners, which enables us to continue to 
help those in need. God bless you and your 
congregation for all you do. 

Tony Melzer 
St. Olaf Catholic Church 
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"Line Up Behind the Lord!" 
 

Sunday, December 22nd, at 5:00 p.m., the youth 
of Olive Branch will be presenting a Christmas musical 
entitled "Line Up Behind the Lord!"   Come join our 
youth as they bring to life the hilarious and 
touching tale of the adventures of the 22nd Angel Flight 
division.  There will be a cookie and punch reception 
immediately following the presentation!   Please join 
us!! 

 
~  ~  ~  ~  ~  ~  ~  ~   

 
The Christmas Story 

 

  
 

   In that region there were shepherds living in 
the fields, keeping watch over their flock by night.  
Then an angel of the Lord stood before them, and the 
glory of the lord shone around them and they were 
terrified.  But the angel said to them, “Do not be 
afraid; for see—I am bringing you good news of great 
joy for all the people:  to you is born this day in the 
city of David a Savior, who is the Messiah, the Lord.  
This will be a sign for you: you will find a child 
wrapped in bands of cloth and lying in a manger. 

   When the angels had left them and gone into 
heaven, the shepherds said to one another, “Let us go 
now to Bethlehem and see this thing that has taken 
place, which the Lord has made known to us.”  So 
they went with haste and found Mary and Joseph, 
and the child lying in the manger.   (Luke 2: 8-18) 
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