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Stepping Up To Serve 
October 2013 

 
Children’s songs can teach us a great deal of 

things about sharing, playing nice, and proper 
manners.  They can also teach us about God, Jesus, 
and the church.  I often recall one song when I am 
tempted to think of the church as brick and mortar, 
instead of people.  It goes like this: “I am the church, 
you are the church, we are the church together; all 
who follow Jesus, all around the world; yes, we’re the 
church together!” 

It is easy to become attached to a church 
building.  We value it because of its history, or because 
it was the place we worshipped as children.  We like 
its architectural style, its landscaping, and the way it 
just looks like a church should look.  And there is 
nothing wrong with liking a building!  Yet no matter 
how nice or historical a building, a structure built with 
hands is not the church.  The Greek word used in the 
New Testament for church is ecclesia, which literally 
means ‘assembly.’ A church is the gathering of those 
who have confessed Jesus Christ as Lord.  Yet despite 
the incredible differences between a building and a 
community of believers, they do share something in 
common.  Both need care and attention.  

Buildings need maintenance.  As you have 
seen, our church building has received some much-
needed renovations and updating.  Our fellowship 
hall is now a place well suited to the gathering of 
groups, our bathrooms have been remodeled and 
made handicap accessible, the exterior has been 
painted, a new ramp with proper handrails installed, 
and a historically accurate picket fence now surrounds 
our garden area.  All of these improvements have been 

well received and greatly appreciated, as we practice 
putting into place our ministry of hospitality and 
welcome.  

People also need maintenance.  They need to 
be encouraged, greeted, taught, hugged, prayed for 
and prayed with. It wasn’t long after Jesus ascended 
into heaven and the Apostles started to put into 
practice all that Jesus had taught and lived, that they 
realized they could not do it all themselves.  So they 
chose some of the early Christians to be Deacons, 
which in Greek is literally translated as ‘table waiters,’ 
to help with the food distribution to the church 
members.  Today our church has Deacons, 
Deaconesses, Elders, Trustees, Board Officers and 
members, who have as their primary function to serve, 
encourage, and build up the gathering of believers we 
call Olive Branch Church.  

This is the time in our church year where we 
ask God for spiritual discernment so that we can select 
the men and women who will be charged with people 
maintenance starting with the New Year. A 
nominating committee has been selected to provide 
the names of those who will serve. Please keep this 
committee in your prayers! And using your own 
discernment, if you would like to nominate someone 
to one of these positions, please let a member of the 
committee know. The members of the nominating 
committee are: Susan Kohlman, Carole Kerr, Danny 
Pitts, Louise Smith, and Arnie Cooper. And if you are 
asked by a member of this committee to serve our 
brothers and sisters in Christ – say yes!  

Blessings,  
   Richard 

 
 

October 6th 
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 One of the adult Sunday School classes just 
completed a study of the History, Traditions & Beliefs 
of the Christian Church (Disciples of Christ).  Learning 
that history helped explain some of the quirks of our 
denomination and how believers as diverse as we are 
can worship and serve in such harmony.  Reviewing 
that history also reminds us that traditions, and even 
founding principles, can become distorted if practiced 
legalistically and that it is good to review them in the 
light of new understanding and experience.   The 
Disciple emphasis of restoring the church to its first 
century practices changed when new understanding 
showed that the early churches varied widely in their 
practices.  Experience taught us that the church in the 
modern world needed structures and resources 
unknown to the early church. 
 As we plan for the coming year with the 
preparation of the budget and selection of officers, it is 
a good time to see what new understanding and 
experience has taught us about the traditional ways 
we worship and serve.  We want to honor and 
appreciate our history but not be limited by it when 
God calls us to new ways of ministering to His people. 

 
Andy Bradshaw 

Board Chair 
 
 

 

 
 

The following scriptures will be used during 
the Sunday worship in October.  The bold, underlined 
passages are the primary passages for Pastor Richard’s 
sermons. 
 
October 6 2 Timothy 1:1-14; Psalm 37:1-9 
October 13 2 Timothy 2:8-15; 2 Kings 5:1-3, 7-15c 
October 20 2 Timothy 3:14-4:5; Genesis 32:22-31 
October 27 2 Timothy 4:6-8, 16-18; Luke 18:9-14 
 

 
 

  All Saints Day is Sunday, November 3rd.  We 
will affirm once more that every believer whom God 
has called by His grace and sanctified by His Spirit has 
been called to sainthood.  We will give thanks for the 
memories of those believers from our community of 
faith during the past year whom are now with God, 
and thanks for those within our families outside of our 
church family who influenced our lives.  And we will 
lift up our voices in praise to the saints of every 
generation who have served as an example and 
directed our lives to God.  “For all the saints whom 
from their labors rest…thou name, O Jesus, be forever 
blest!” 
 If you would like to give thanks to God for the 
life of a saint who has passed away since our last 
All Saints Day last November, please call the church 
office no later than Monday, October 28th.   A 
candle will be lit in their memory as part of this 
years’ service, as they continue to look over our 
shoulders. 
 
 

Update from the 
Program Planning Team Advocates 

 

 
 

RECONCILIATION OFFERING 
To Be Received On 

OCTOBER 6 
 

  In 1996 the General Board of the Christian 
Church (Disciples of Christ ) approved a process to 
discern the nature of racism North America and 
develop ways of helping congregations address the 
problem.  The initiative was based on a vision for the 
church as a place “where brothers and sisters of all 
races, languages and cultures will grow toward God’s 
glorious realm, where all have a place at the table and 
none shall be turned away”. 

The theme of this year’s Reconciliation 
Offering is “Love Takes Courage”.  In considering the 
theme, we reflect on King David’s words to his son, 



 

Solomon, in the daunting task of building the temple of 
the Lord to house the Ark of the Covenant, “Be strong 
and courageous and act” and also remembering 
Christ’s courageous act of love for us.  Please give 
generously to this offering. 

Thank You, 
 Carolyn Hunt 

PPT World Outreach Advocate 
 
 

~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~  

 
 

“The Necessity of Evangelism” 
 
When I first became Evangelism Advocate 

nearly four years ago, our Annual Planning Guide 
recommended doing a study, Unbinding the 
GOSPEL, Real Life Evangelism, which we did.  It 
spoke of growing ourselves spiritually.   Through 
Bible study and prayer we develop a more personal 
relationship with Jesus and grow in His likeness.  
An outgrowth of that is our Monday Morning 
Prayer Group which meets here at the church.  
Pastor Bill became a great mentor and friend to me 
during those sessions.  He suggested we begin 
collecting a Sunday School offering in our class, as 
we were learning of many financial struggles from 
our Prayer Requests. Teacher Andy gave it his 
blessing and class members gave lovingly.  I am 
thankful for the opportunity of administering those 
funds along with Pastor Richard's counsel.  I am 
amazed, once again, of our God at work 
"multiplying the fishes" to feed so many. 
  In this year alone, we have bought groceries 
as a token of love to those going through difficult 
times, we have helped two widows meet some 
obligations, and we bought cereal for the food 
pantry in memory of "Amber" to show our 
appreciation for Beth's and Devon's efforts to feed 
the hungry among us.  We have sent money to 
Alisa and Michal in the Ukraine to help with "their 
children".  We helped one of our own teens with 
school tuition that she might grow in knowledge 
and character.  We helped a special couple when 
they faced an unexpected challenge and we wanted 
to say, "God knows your needs".  Another family 
lost job and home while already dealing with more 
challenges than most of us will ever face. We 
reached out to them "In Jesus' name", restoring their 
faith that the church cares for people (they are not 
members of our church family but they are part of 

God's).  Just last week we paid for the shipping and 
handling of braces for two babies in China who 
were born with birth defects.  A company in Iowa 
donated them free-of-charge and our offerings 
delivered.  These babies will have a more normal 
life because Christians care. 
 This to me is the Gospel in action—sharing 
Jesus with those who may be blinded to His love by 
their circumstance.  When we, the church of Christ 
share, out of obedience to God, we are blessed.  James 
1:27 says, "Religion that God our Father accepts as 
pure and faultless is this: to look after orphans and 
widows in their distress and to keep oneself from 
being polluted by the world."  I feel so blessed to be a 
part of this family of God at Olive Branch. 
 

  I love you, in Jesus’ name. 
Louise Smith 

PPT Evangelism Advocate 
 
 

~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ 
 
 

 
Notes from the Wild Side… 

 
The teens are having a car wash on 

Sunday,  October 6th, from 10:00 a.m. – 1:00 
p.m. at Citizens and Farmers Bank in Norge.  The 
funds raised will go to our Alzheimer's team.  Please 
come out after church to have your car washed by 
our great teenagers.   

We would like to remind you now that the 
weather is getting cooler, and that come the first of 
the year our 5th annual chili cook off will be taking 
place.  So get your best chili recipe and start doing 
taste tests.   

We enjoyed an afternoon picnic and 
kayaking adventure at Waller Mill Park in 
September.  We will be meeting October 6th & 
20th, and November 3rd & 17th.  Hope to see you 
there! 
 
 

CHECK OUT OUR FACEBOOK page!! 
 
 

Abby Matschke and Courtney Holt 
 



 

 
 

 
      “Peanut Butter and 

Jelly, That’s What I 
Like in My Belly!” 

 

. . .October. . . 
 

Olive Branch PB&J Month 
 

 In 2013 Olive Branch has donated close to 4,000 
food items to St. Olaf’s food pantry.  In August we 
went over the 20,000 mark for food items donated 
since inception of the program.  Thank you for your 
generosity. 
 During the months of September and October 
we are running a Peanut Butter and Jelly campaign.  
Sadly, many of our food bank customers are families 
with small children. 
 Peanut butter provides a good source of 
protein that does not have to be cooked.  In addition, 
the St. Olaf food pantry is blessed with regular 
donations of bread from Pepperidge Farms.  Perfect 
for spreading our Olive Branch gifts on! 
 Everyone had a great time with the world’s 
largest cereal bowl campaign; let’s see what we can do 
to build the World’s Largest Peanut Butter and Jelly 
Sandwich! 
 Thank you for your support! 

Devon and Beth Nease 
 

~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ 
 

 
 

Almost Heaven Connection 
 

The September Clothing Free for All at Burnt 
Ordinary was a wonderful success!  People were lined 
up at the door half an hour before starting time!  

Another Free for All is scheduled there for November 
1st.  Coats will be featured then.  If you have coats to 
donate, we will gladly add them to the selection.  
Special thanks to Nola, Laura, Emily Dill, and Missy!  
It couldn't have happened without you! 

Local needs continue to grow.  A carload of 
blankets was delivered to a homeless shelter in 
Virginia Beach.  Another carload of clothing was 
delivered to a Fair Oaks church that also serves a 
Colonial Heights senior center.  Several individual 
families have also been served. 

The West Virginia mission is still sitting pretty.  
We have sent a small load there of special request 
items and will probably send another small load later 
this fall.  They don't need any big truck loads at this 
time....which is a good thing because we don't have 
any big truck loads at this time!!!! 

In September three carloads came in and three 
and a half went out.  We do have some winter 
inventory and are prepared for carload requests.   

Are you cleaning out closets?  Can you help on 
November 1st?  I look forward to hearing from you! 

Emily Friend 
 

~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ 
 
 

 
 

"Dinner for Eight" 
  

Did you realize we have had 24 people join 
our church so far in 2013?  Often times it is hard to 
find your niche in a new fellowship, and since we are 
the family of God and want to know our kinsmen 
better, the most appropriate way to do that might be 
with a meal.  Jesus taught us the importance of 
gathering around the table. 
  Please sign up by calling Pat at the office (566-
8077).  We will take the list, dividing it up by 8's.  If 
you are single or if your spouse doesn't care to attend 
with you, invite a friend (church or otherwise) to 
attend with you.  If we have singles without a partner, 
that's quite alright, we'll make up the group of eight 
by adding another person who is alone.  These groups 
will meet once a month. 

       

http://www.churchart.com/Subscriber/ViewImages.aspx?keywords=&entry_date=&image_type=,cl,ca,ph,pp,bc&topic_id=80&image_source_id=&page=22


 

  Starting on October 13th at 5:00 P. M., each 
group, headed up by a host couple, will meet in that 
couple's home.  The host will provide the meat dish 
and assign a vegetable or salad, an appetizer, or a 
dessert to the other three couples.  At that dinner your 
group will decide who will host the following month's 
dinner.  If someone feels their home is too small to 
comfortably host a crowd that large, someone in the 
group with a larger home would probably be 
agreeable to have the dinner in their home again, 
with you providing the meat that the hosts ordinarily 
provides. 
  After you have done this for four consecutive 
months, your group will disband and you will have 
had the blessing of knowing these couples better.  You 
will be put in a new group, with all new people to get 
to know better over the next four months.  After one 
year, each couple will have grown a little closer to 
nine couples they may not have known before or did 
not know very well.   

If you have any questions, please call me at 
206-1960. 

Louise Smith 
 

~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ 
 

Come and See—Where Jesus Lives 
 
 
 

According to the Gospel of John, the first 
words attributed to the Disciples are spoken to Jesus, 
and they ask him “Where are you staying?”  Scholars 
say these words can be translated many ways.  Where 
do you “live”, “abide” “dwell” or “stay”?  Their first 
words are to ask where Jesus lives—or perhaps we 
could interpret them to say, “Where can I find you if I 
need you—or lose sight of you?  Rather than give 
directions, Jesus simply invited his Disciples to 
“Come and see”. 
  

As a friend tucks her children into bed each 
night she asks them “Where did you meet God today?  
The children often relate the wonders of creation 
which tell them of God’s presence; sometimes they 
talk about the kindness of a friend, a teacher, or even a 
stranger that lets them know God is with them.   
 
 Adults, though, often find it harder to see God 
in daily life, to see where Jesus lives.  Perhaps we’re 
too cynical, too hurried and harried, too often 
reminded of the ugly places in the world to see the 

place where God lives.  Sometimes we must leave our 
regular lives behind in order to go and find God 
anew.  Sometimes we have to be called again, like the 
first Disciples, to “Come and see”. 
 
 Last fall many of us became aware that God 
was doing miraculous things in a little hospital in a 
small and remote village in India.  Dr. Anil Henry, our 
global mission partner, told us about the many times 
and ways the “good news” had been found there.  
Hearts longing to see Jesus, to know again where he 
abides, heard Dr. Henry say to us, “Don’t send 
money; send people.  Come and see”. 
 
 “Where are you staying, Lord?” we ask as 
disciples.  “Come and see” he answers yet again. 
“Come and See” has now become the theme for many 
American Disciples who have become part of People-
to-People Pilgrimages to visit the Christian Hospital  
Mungeli, its School of Nursing and the Rambo 
Memorial School.    You’re invited to join our journey, 
to become a pilgrim.  If you’re unable to travel with us, 
we request your prayers.  Perhaps you might 
remember this old gospel song and pray it with us: 
 

Open our eyes, Lord 
We want to see Jesus, 

To reach out and touch him 
To tell him I love him. 
Open our ears, Lord 

And help us to listen, 
Open my eyes, Lord, 
I want to see Jesus. 

 
 If you want to be a part of a pilgrimage to 
India, please contact Landa Simmons at 
landasimmons@gmail.com. The next pilgrimage will 
leave the states on or about January 27. 

 
Landa Simmons 

 
 
 

Deaconess Schedule for December 
 

 1 Connie Cason 
 8 Linda Hutton 
 15 Phyllis Gardner 
 22 Carole Kerr 
 24 Carole Kerr 
 29  Edie Larkin 

mailto:landasimmons@gmail.com


 

 
The Alzheimer's Association Walk to End 

Alzheimer’s® is the nation’s largest event to raise 
awareness and funds for Alzheimer’s care, support 
and research. Held annually in more than 600 
communities nationwide, this inspiring event calls on 
participants of all ages and abilities to reclaim the 
future for millions. Together, we can end Alzheimer’s 
disease, the nation’s sixth-leading cause of death. 

When you participate in The Walk, your 
fundraising dollars fuel our mission-related initiatives 
of care, support and research. In addition, your 
actions, both through fundraising and participating in 
the event, help to change the level of Alzheimer’s 
awareness in your community. At a Walk event, you 
can learn more about Alzheimer’s disease and the 
support programs and services offered by your local 
chapter. You will also have unique opportunities to get 
involved with the cause through advocacy initiatives 
and clinical trial enrollment. These experiences, in 
addition to other on-site opportunities, help each 
participant connect to their reason for walking. 

Take the first step to a world without 
Alzheimer’s...SIGN UP! 

Have YOU signed up for the OBCC 
Alzheimers Walk?  Join us on Saturday, October 26th, 
at Matthew Whaley Elementary School on Scotland 
Street.  Registration is at 8:30 a.m.; walk begins at 
10:00 a.m.  We are looking for team members to assist 
in "FUN" fundraising events.   Contact Debbie Wilkins 
@ (804)815-2629 or Debbie_Duane94@yahoo.com.  We 
want to make this a successful walk for OBCC team 
"We Won't Forget"; our goal is $2,250.00. 
 
**To donate online, using your credit card, go to:  
http://act.alz.org/site/TR/Walk/General?pg=entry&
fr_id=3763.   “DONATE” is located about half-way 
down the page on the right-hand side.  Under “Find a 
Team” type in We Won’t Forget, and click on 
“Search”; this will bring up the OBCC Team.  In the 
middle of the page look for DONATE; click on that 
and follow instructions. 

 
 

Sign Up NOW ! ! ! 
 

THANK YOU ! 
 

 We would like to give thanks to everyone for 
their prayers, visits, and cards from David’s two 
hospital stays.  He’s doing really well.   

God Bless, 
David and Gertie Duke 

 
 We would like to thank everyone for their 
prayers for Gertie’s son, Leonard Blont, during his 
knee replacement.  He has healed wonderfully. 

God Bless, 
Leonard and David & Gertie Duke 

 
~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ 

 
September 14, 2013 
 
 Your large contribution of peanut butter and 
jelly, in addition to the tremendous weekly support 
you give us, is very much appreciated.  On behalf of 
the clients we serve, we thank you and ask that you 
pass on our appreciation to your congregation. 
 Enjoy the coming beautiful fall weather.  We 
wish you every blessing. 

 Tony Melzer 
St. Olaf Catholic Church 

 
~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ 

 
Dear Friends: 
 
 Thank you for your generous contribution to 
the work of Church World Service – which we 
appreciate more than ever in these challenging times. 
 Your compassionate support is helping 
impoverished communities develop clean, reliable 
water sources; teaching poor farmers sustainable ways 
to create food security; and providing water, shelter 
and other necessities to families struggling to rebuild 
their lives and livelihoods after natural disasters and 
civil conflict. 
 I have seen both the resilience and the resolve 
of the women, men and children we assist; and I have 
been deeply moved by the generosity of people like 
you, who give hope and opportunity to people in 
need, here in the U. S. and around the world. 

 May God bless you for your kindness, 
Rev. John L. McCullough 

President and CEO 
Church World Service 

 
(Note:  OBCC donated $1,509.00) 

 

mailto:Debbie_Duane94@yahoo.com
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Christian Women’s Fellowship News 
 

Thanks to all who made our Fall 
Luncheon/Fashion Show a huge success.  God painted 
a beautiful sky.  The sun was warm, but not hot and 
the smell of Fall was in the air.  Our newly renovated 
fellowship hall and bathrooms received high praises 
from all who attended.   

Special thanks go to Shelia Yeatts, who 
assembled an impressive array of Silent Auction items 
and door prizes.  Shirley Harrison's Country Store 
displayed the awesome crafts of our very talented 
OBCC ladies.  Gail Key and her daughter, Angie, 
tempted everyone with the delicious baked goods, 
jellies, and pickles.  Joy Harrison and Barb Schmidt did 
a wonderful job collecting and selling tickets and 
greeting our guests.   Congratulations to Dana 
Rothermel, who won the beautiful handmade quilt 
which has been on display in the church all month.  
Again, many thanks to the ladies who worked so hard 
to create the quilt.  The lady who won Carol Kerr’s 
beautiful handmade afghan was delighted. 

I would be remiss if I did not say a special 
thanks to all who helped set up, clean up, serve, bake, 
and did the small and large tasks that made this event 
possible for everyone to enjoy. 

This fund raiser allows us to enrich the 
outreach ministry of our church, both spiritually and 
financially, as well as fund special projects within our 
church family. 

In October, several CWF ladies will be going to 
the Spiritual Retreat in Blackstone.  If anyone is 
interested and has not signed up, please give me a call:  
(757) 880-2545. 

Christian women open their hearts, prayers, 
and service to all in need, and it is my privilege to be a 
part of so caring an organization. 

 
May God be with you always,       

 Marney Brickhouse      
President, CWF 

 

 
CWF FASHION SHOW  

 

 
Cookin’ up OBCC’s famous chicken salad are: L to R:  
Shirley Harrison, Ellen Waite, Sheila Yeatts, Nancy  
Griffith, Louise Smith & Barb Schmidt. 

 

 
Maralyn Carr shows off her snappy fall ensemble. 

 

 
Dressed to the nines and rarin’ to go!  L to R: Linda 
Garrett, Judy Eley, Louise Smith, Missy Harbour and 
Ryan Matschke                                                                                                                                         
 



 

 

 
 

October Birthdays 
 

  2    Steve Perger 
10 Courtney Holt 
12 Mike Garrett 
14 Norm Larkin 
 David Pitts 
 Helen Pruitt 
15 Nancy Cates 
 Dale Teagle 
16 Riley Jones 
17 Dustyn Meadows 
19 Linda Heslink 
20 Cheryl Trexler 
28 Anastasia Abid 
29   Nancy Griffith 

 
NOTE:  If your birthday is not listed, and you would like it 
included, please contact the church office. 
 
 
 

 
  
 October 6 David and Diana Love 
 October 13 Caleb and Marney Brickhouse 
 October 20 Sean and Dawn Gormus 
 October 27 AVAILABLE 
  
NOTE:  If you wish to donate flowers for the Sanctuary, 
sign up by the appropriate week (PLEASE PRINT).  You 
are asked to bring your flowers and place them on the 
floor in front of the communion table by 8:00 a.m. on 
your Sunday. 

In Remembrance 
 

Janice Floyd 
  

Even though Janice only walked with us for 
a short time, she left footprints that will live on.  She 
planted seeds that produced a crop of "Care-Givers" 
whose deeds of kindness bring new life and 
happiness to the recipients.  Thank you, Janice for 
caring so much for others as your own health 
waned.  Your sense of humor and exuberance, in 
spite of your illness, blessed our hearts and the lives 
you reached out and touched.  Rest now, in your 
Father's care-giving. 

 
 Louise Smith 

 
~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ 

 
 

 
 
 
 The Adult Choir meets Wednesday 
evenings at 7:00 p.m. for rehearsal.   Come join us 
in lifting our voices to the Lord!  We welcome one 
and all. 

Emilio Pesante 
Adult Choir Director 

 
 
 

 
 
Bell Choir rehearsals are Thursdays at 7:00 p.m.   If 
you are interested in learning to play the “bells”, 
please come and enjoy this special way to add 
praise to our worship services. 

Bob Schmidt 
Handbell Choir Director 



 

 
 

SERVING  IN  OCTOBER 

 
Elders 

 
October 6 Hunter Creech, Fred Rothermel 
October 13 Fred Rothermel, Ralph Hutton 
October 20 Jim Thacker, Kim Riffle 
October 27 Norm Harbour, Missy Harbour 
 

Deacons 
 
October 6 Dale Teagle, Skip Jensen 
 Tracey Creech, Lucy Hall  
October 13 Mike Ayers, Maralyn Carr 
 Harold McKeel, Don Morse 
October 20 Cleve Wright, Michelle Wright 
 Roy Sullivan, Ellen Sullivan 
October 27 Lewis Williams, Carole Kerr 
 Dawn Gormus, Sean Gormus 
 

Acolytes 
 
October 6  
8:30/11:00 Kelsey Creech, Todd Meadows 
  
October 13 
8:30/11:00 Justin Cooper, Sam Lang 
 
October 20 
8:30/11:00 Haley Creech, Maggie Sheppard 
 
October 27 
8:30/11:00 Lauren Ries, Curtis Morse 
 

Deaconess 
Linda Hutton 

 
Kid’s Club 

 
October 1 Tracie Heslink  
October 13 Edie Larkin  
October 20 Jessica Morse 
October 27 Need Someone 

 
 

 
 

   

HOMEBOUND 
Tommy Hoar, Audrey White 

 
Church Family:  Pat Allred, Jimmy Allred & family, Mike 
Ayers, Judy Biggs, Duie Brantley, Jesse Hall, Lucy Hall, 
Lena Jeffries, Murray & Paulette Moyce, Patty Neary, 
Donna Perger, David Pitts, Helen Pruitt, Norma Stockton, 
Roy Sullivan, Richard Thiel, and Russell & Sarah Waid. 
 
Family and Friends:  The women and men of our Armed 
Forces, John Adams (Cheryl Johnson’s nephew), Catherine 
Baker (Russell Waid’s sister), Andrew Balmaceda (friend of 
Andrew Pfister), Gail Bates (friend of Virginia Dressler), 
Johnnie Baum (Louise Smith’s brother-in-law), Cathy 
Blackwell (friend of Dawn Gormus), Deb Brookover (Linda 
Garrett’s cousin), Patricia Caviston (friend of Gene & 
Cheryl Johnson), Christian (co-worker of Cleve Wright); 
Jim D’Amelio & family (co-worker of Cleve Wright), Connie 
Deeds (friend of Cleve Wright), Carlton Edwards (Vickie 
Anderson’s brother), Clyde Frost (friend of Naomi Marrow), 
Evala Gordineer (Norm & Lucy Hall’s daughter), Katie 
Graves (Nola Grave’s daughter),  Dan Hardy (friend of Barb 
Schmidt), Allison Hawthorne (Pat Dressler’s niece), Kathy 
Kirby and son, Malakai Tyler, Pat Lickey (Janet Fletcher’s 
mother),  David Marrow (Naomi Marrow’s son), Tim & 
Priscilla McKennie (friends of Gertie Duke), William 
“Tommy” McMichael, Dot Minchew, Suzane Mohita 
(Tammy Rutherford’s mother), Olive (friend of Beth Nease), 
Pat Perkinson, William Phares, Jr. (Debbie Johns’ son), 
Danette Poole (friend of Pat Dressler), Eddie Ratcliffe 
(Karen Daniels’ father), Rev. Gina Rhea (pastor at Christy 
Jensen’s home church), Judith Roberts (Jeanne Bell’s aunt), 
Pam, Mark & Brooks Saunders (daughter, son-in-law & 
grandson of the Thacker’s), Roberta Scheels (Gene Johnson’s 
sister), Kathleen Schumann (Jeanne Bell's mother), Louise 
Simmons (Landa Simmons’ mother-in-law), Charlie Sturtz 
and his wife Jeanie, and Cecelia Ruskey’s nephew and his 
family:  Stewart (Tommy), Rachael, and their two kids: 
Micah and Madelyn, doing mission work in Yanji, China. 

 
 

(Underlined, bold print indicates 
a new person on the Prayer List.) 

 
NOTE:   To add or remove a person’s name from the Prayer 
List, please contact the church office:  757-566-8077. 
 
 



 

 

 
 
 

Live Nativity Planning for 2013 
 

  
 Yes, this is a picture from last year's outdoor live nativity.  And while it is a good picture, it 

cannot begin to capture the warmth and Christmas spirit that flowed over our gathering last 
Christmas Eve.  Close to 200 people stopped, walked, listened, and enjoyed our church's 
Christmas gift to the community. 
  
 We will be meeting to plan for this year's nativity on Tuesday, October 29, at 7:00 in the 
New Fellowship Hall.  There are ways everyone can be involved, as builders, actors, servers, food 
preparers, greeters, and readers.  Construction of the Nativity will begin in December, with one 
performance on Christmas Eve from 5:00 pm to 8:00 pm.  
  
 Speaking for all of those who participated last year, just being a part of this event brought a 
special blessing to our Christmas experience.   I hope you will be a part of this year's community 
gift. 
  

Pastor Richard 
  



 

 

 
 

The Lost Sheep  

 
Scripture:  Luke 15:3-7.   Read this scripture with 
your mother or father and ask them to help you 
understand these verses. 
 
 Do you collect things?  Like dolls, toy cars, 
sea shells, stuffed toys?  Have you ever lost one that 
was “special”?  Did it make you sad?   Did you find 
it?   Were you happy when you found the one that 
was lost?  
 Jesus was talking to a group of people one 
day, and the religious leaders were very upset that 
Jesus was friends with sinners.  He told them a story 
to help them understand. 
 Suppose one of you had a hundred sheep 
and you lost one of them.  Wouldn’t you leave the 
ninety-nine who were safe and go search for the lost 
sheep?  And when you found the lost sheep 
wouldn’t you carry the lost sheep back home?  
Wouldn’t you be so happy that you would tell all of 
your friends about finding the lost sheep?  In the 
same way, there is more joy in heaven over one 
sinner who repents (who says he’s sorry for doing 
something wrong) than over ninety-nine people who 
do not need to repent. 
 The Bible teaches us that we are like sheep, 
and sometimes go away from God.  That makes God 
very sad, but he never gives up on us.  He keeps 
searching for us and calling us to come back to him.  
He wants to bring us back into his arms.  He even 
sent Jesus, his Son, to save those who are lost.  Aren’t 
you glad that God doesn’t was to give up on his lost 
sheep? 
 A person that watches over or tends the 
sheep is called a shepherd.  God watches over us, so 
he is our shepherd.   

 
 
 
PRAYER:  Dear Jesus, you are the Good Shepherd.  
We thank you that you came to save those who are 
lost.  AMEN. 
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