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Five Ways To Say ‘Thank You for 
Being Here.’ 

 
I have yet to meet a church that hated to be 

called friendly.  Here at Olive Branch we like to be 
known as friendly and welcoming. We like to 
welcome new members to our family!  And we 
have welcomed many over the last several years. 
Yet growth also presents challenges; particularly in 
how to ensure new members will feel included, 
wanted, and needed.  In other words, how do we 
help them to call Olive Branch their home?  It starts 
with including them as family, and realizing that as 
members we all have a responsibility to make new 
members welcome. We rejoiced when they 
transferred their membership, or made their 
confession of faith. Yet our involvement did not 
end on that day – it was just beginning!  Helping 
new members become part of the life of our church 
is every member’s responsibility. Don’t take the 
position that someone else is supposed to do it! 
Introduce yourself, engage in conversation, sit with 
them at fellowship events, and invite them to help 
with church projects.  Everyone needs to feel they 
are welcomed, needed, and loved. 
 Perhaps we need to learn the five love 
languages. Gary Chapman teaches that there are 
five ways to express love and inclusion. The first is 
through Words of Affirmation:  say things that will 
build others up, not tear down. Give words of 
encouragement.  Include them in your prayers.  
The second is through Quality Time: engage in 
conversation that goes beyond the simple ‘Hello, 
how are you doing?’  Sit with people you do not 

know and share something about your life and 
experiences, and then listen to what the other 
person is saying.  That is how we learn about each 
other.  The third language is with Gifts:  send a 
card or an email, make a phone call, share time, 
and remember important dates like birthdays.  Let 
people know you are thinking of them.  The fourth 
language is through Acts of Service: are there 
things you can help do for another? Are there 
projects they can be included in?  What things can 
they do within our community of faith? Every 
person has a Spirit given gift that can be used to 
build up Christ’s church.  And the fifth language is 
Touch:  shake their hand, give a hug, and treat 
them like family members. Don’t avoid new 
members.  Extend to them the gift of hospitality. 
 September 29 will be a fifth Sunday.  On 
fifth Sundays we have one worship service, 
followed by a fellowship meal.  We do this so that 
attendees at the 8:30 and 11:00 services can know 
each other.  I encourage you to be present, to sit 
with people you have not sat with before, both in 
worship and at mealtime.  Seek out new members 
and learn their names, and help them learn yours.  
It is a good way to begin to live out the title of 
being a friendly church. 

Blessings,  
   Richard 

 

 
 

September 8th 
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See Sunday School article on page 8. 

 
 
On our recent trip to see our daughter, 

Helen, in Ireland, we visited the northern Ireland 
city of Belfast which has been the scene of terrible 
violence between unionist and republican 
sympathizers in the time known as the Troubles.  
Sadly for Christians, the divisions also broke along 
Catholic and Protestant communities.  One of the 
sites we visited was the Peace Wall, which I naively 
had presumed to be a monument to harmonious 
time after the Troubles.  As soon as I saw the wall I 
realized that neither it, nor any wall can be a 
symbol of peace and harmony.  For a wall can only 
be a barrier, a monument to separation, fear and 
exclusion.  The Belfast Peace Wall is a 30 foot high 
barricade separating Catholic and Protestant 
communities so that they cannot shoot or throw 
explosives at one another. 
 Someone had painted on the Peace Wall a 
list of other walls, the Berlin Wall, the Jerusalem 
Wall and the wall being built between the U.S. and 
Mexico.  It made me look at those walls, and all 
walls, from a new perspective. 
 It made me ponder whether or not I’ve put 
up barriers that separate me from neighbors, 
communities or other Christians, claiming that the 
walls keep the peace, when they only prolong the 
separation.  Lord, help me to build bridges, not 
walls. 

Andy Bradshaw 
Board Chair 

 
 
 

ANNOUNCEMENT 
 

A nominating committee will be approved 
at the September board meeting to search for a slate 
of officers to consider at the November 
congregational meeting.  This year’s nominees 
include Chair, Vice Chair, a Financial Secretary, a 
Trustee, several Elders, Deacons and Deaconesses.  
Be thinking about who, including yourself, has the 
talents, the time and the devotion to serve in these 
important positions.  Pass along those suggestions 

to the Nominating Committee once it is announced, 
or give them to Pastor Richard now. 

 
 

The following scriptures will be used 
during the Sunday worship in September.  The 
underlined passages are the primary passages for 
Pastor Richard’s sermons. 
 
September 1 Luke 14:7-14; Psalm 112 
September 8 Philemon 1-21; Deuteronomy 30:15-20 
September 15 Guest Minister 
September 22 Psalm 79:1-9; Luke 16:1-13 
September 29 1 Timothy 6:6-19; Luke 16:19-31 

 

 
 
 The following persons joined the Olive Branch 
Christian Church Family on Sunday, August 11th: 
 

• Joyce Allen 
• Hunter Gardner 
• Andrew Pfister 
• Maggie Sheppard 
• Bryant Walker 

 

 
 
Please make these changes to your church 
directory: 
 
 ADD: Joyce ALLEN 
  9303 Ashwood Court, Toano, VA 23168 
  (757)  250-3744 
  Email:  LMPJR@aol.com 
 
  Hunter GARDNER  
  7640 Thacher Drive, Toano, VA 23168 
   
  Andrew PFISTER 
  9303 Ashwood Court, Toano, VA 23168 
  (9757) 250-3744 

mailto:LMPJR@aol.com


 

 

 
Note: If you have any changes, additions, or deletions 
to the directory, please contact the church office. 

Update from the 
Program Planning Team Advocates 

 

 

 

 
 

HEALTH KITS 
TO BE COLLECTED IN SEPTEMBER 

 
Our Denomination works closely with 

Church World Service to support areas both inside 
and outside the United States where there is great 
need caused by natural disasters, wars, etc. 

This spring, floods have occurred in many 
areas.  An explosion occurred in a west Texas town, 
which destroyed much of the town, and many 
tornados occurred in various towns and cities.  

The fact is that much of the supplies at 
Church World Service have been depleted.  It's 
time for us to do our part and help the "Gifts of the 
Heart" program, which was established thru Week 
of Compassion.  A few years ago, OBCC MADE UP 
217 HEALTH KITS and raised $549.00 that was 
sent to Church World Service.  I know we can do at 
least that well this year!!! 

The first Sunday in September (the 1st), we 
will start collecting HEALTH KITS. The last 
Sunday of September (the 29th), which is the 5th 
Sunday with lunch after church, we will have all 
the HEALTH KITS in the New Fellowship Hall and 

ask God to bless our contributions and send them 
on to Church World Service. 
TO MAKE UP A HEALTH KIT: 
Seal a 1 gallon plastic bag with a zipper closure 
with the following: 

• 1 Hand Towel 
• 1 Wash Cloth 
• 1 Comb 
• 1 Metal Nail File or Clipper 
• 1 Bath-sized Bar of Soap 
• 1 Toothbrush 
• 1 Tube of Toothpaste (4-7 ounces) 
• 6 Band Aids 

 
The HEALTH KITS are a very useful tool 

for personal assistance.  There is great need in 
God's world, so let's support The Week of 
Compassion "Gifts of the Heart" program and each 
one of us make AT LEAST 1 HEALTH KIT.  Those 
who would like to contribute money, please make 
your checks payable to OBCC and earmark your 
check: CWS - HEALTH KITS.  

When you consider the needs of many 
people in God's world and consider how He has 
blessed you, OBCC can "out do" what we have 
done before!!!  

Thank you,  
Carolyn Hunt 

PPT Outreach Advocate 
 

RECONCILIATION OFFERING 
To Be Received On 

SEPTEMBER 29 AND OCTOBER 6 
 

 In 1996 the General Board of the Christian 
Church (Disciples of Christ) approved a process to 
discern the nature of racism in North America and 
develop ways of helping congregations address the 
problem.   The initiative was based on a vision for 
the church as a place “where brothers and sisters of 
all races, languages and cultures will grow toward 
God’s glorious realm, where all have a place at the 
table and none shall be turned away. 
 The theme of this year’s Reconciliation 
Offering is “Love Takes Courage”.  In considering 
the theme, we reflect on King David’s words to his 
son, Solomon, in the daunting task of building the 
temple of the Lord to house the Ark of the 
Covenant, “Be strong and courageous and act” and 
also remembering Christ’s courageous act of love 
for us.  Please give generously to this offering. 

Thank You, 



 

 

Carolyn Hunt 
PPT World Outreach Advocate 

 
 

“The Necessity of Evangelism” 
 

In the OT God told Moses and is recorded 
in Deuteronomy 4:9 "Only be careful and watch 
yourselves closely so you do not forget the things 
your eyes have seen or let them slip from your 
heart as long as you live.  Teach them to your 
children and to their children after them."  And in 
Deuteronomy 6:6-7, "These commandments that I 
give you today are to be upon your hearts.  Impress 
them upon your children.  Talk about them when 
you sit at home and when you walk along the road, 
when you lie down and when you get up." 
 God wanted the little children to know 
about Him.  It is our responsibility as parents, 
grandparents, and the church family to do just that.  
Jesus admonished us in "The Great Commission" 
found in Matthew 28:10-20 and in Mark 16:15-16, to 
take the Gospel into the world for all to hear.  What 
an awesome responsibility and challenge that is as 
our Lord demands this of us as His follows. 
 It has been my privilege this summer to fill 
in for our regular Sunday School teachers so they 
could have a much deserved break.  I have loved 
sharing God's love with our children.  I pray that 
attendance will increase in September when the 
refreshed, regular teachers return. 
 We have excellent Sunday School teachers 
at Olive Branch for young and not-so-young alike.  
They are always well-prepared, parents, to share 
the love of Christ with your children.  It's a difficult 
world out there for our precious ones to navigate.  
Let's prepare them for the journey so that one day 
they, too, will recognize God's call to them to "Go 
into the world and teach the Gospel" to others 
(their own children included!). 
 The tools for Evangelism are formed, 
sharpened, and maintained, beginning in the 
cradle, in preparation for Kingdom harvest.  We 
have work to do before the Master comes, there are 
seeds to be planted. 

 I love you, in Jesus’ name. 

Louise Smith 
PPT Evangelism Advocate 

 
Notes from the Wild Side… 

 
As September approaches it is time 

to leave for college and the start of the 
new school year.  I wish everyone has a 
great year.  I am happy to say the 
friendships made to those that went on the 
mission trip have continued to grow since 
we have been back. 

We made a total of $1953 from the 
yard/bake sale and the play.  We are well 
on our way to funding next year's mission 
trip.  Thank you to everyone that helped 
us to achieve this goal.  The slide show 
of our mission trip to Niagara Falls went 
well.  We had a good time looking at some 
of the pictures, talking about our trip, 
and then having ice cream.  I plan to make 
a photo album of the many pictures taken. 
 We are planning a fun day in September, 
and we look forward to the start of fall. 
  

We are meeting September 8th, 22nd 
and October 6th, 20th. 
 

CHECK OUT OUR FACEBOOK page!! 
 

Abby Matschke and Courtney Holt 
 
 

 
 

  01 David Duke 
  03 Evelyn Kirby 
  06 Michelle Wright 
  08 Sheila Yeatts 
  10 Christopher Hutton 
  13 Grace Hatfield 
   Norma Stockton 
  16 Agnes Ivy 
  21 Marcus Yves Abid 
   22 Dale Cason 
  23 Ann Cline 
  25 Betty Speegle 
  26 Mary Collamore 
   June Phillips 
  29 Val Mason 
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NOTE:  If your birthday is not listed, and you would like it 
included, please contact the church office. 

 
 

 
“Peanut Butter and 
Jelly, That’s What I 
Like in My Belly!” 

 
 

September and October . . . 
Honorary Olive Branch  

PB&J Months! 
 
 

The peanut butter and jelly sandwich, also 
known as a PB&J, is a staple in many kids' diets. 
Remember enjoying one with a cold glass of milk 
after school?   Maybe you still enjoy them – they are 
still certainly a staple at the Nease household!  This 
comfort food has been around for ages, but how 
nutritious is a PB&J?    

 
A PB&J can provide:  

• 24 percent of a day's carbohydrates 
• 16 percent of a day's protein 
• 13 percent of a day's fiber 
• 22 percent of a day's calories 

Consider sharing PB&J with someone in 
need. Pepperidge Farms generously provides a 
steady supply of bread to the St. Olaf’s Food 
Pantry. At Olive Branch let’s encourage one 
another to provide jars of peanut butter and jelly 
for the food pantry during the months of 
September and October.  These are popular food 
items at the St. Olaf’s pantry and a great source of 
protein for those who struggle financially.  

 
Thank you,  

Devon and Beth Nease  
 

 
 
Almost Heaven Connection:  August has 
been a very busy month!  Seven carloads of 
clothing and bedding have been delivered and 
three more have come in.  Soon all will be sorted 
and ready for the next round of deliveries to West 
Virginia. 

What is needed?  Gently used clothing, 
shoes, coats, winter hats, gloves, blankets (not 
electric), sheets, and towels are always in demand.  
Small household and baby items are often 
requested as well.   Got stuff?   Call me or just bring 
it to Sunday School. 
 
Burnt Ordinary:  A clothing “Free-for-All” for 
the seniors at Burnt Ordinary is scheduled for 
Friday, September 20th.  Set-up starts at 11:00 a.m.  
The event will run from 1:00 p.m. to 3:00 p.m.  
Interested in helping?  Come on!  Call me for more 
information. 

Thank you for your prayers and support.  
You touch many lives. 

Emily Friend 
804-966-1885 

 
 

 
  
 September 1  Judy Eley 
 September 8  Cleve & Michelle Wright 
 September 15 AVAILABLE 
 September 22 AVAILABLE 
 September 29 AVAILABLE 
  
NOTE:  If you wish to donate flowers for the Sanctuary, 
sign up by the appropriate week (PLEASE PRINT).  You 
are asked to bring your flowers and place them on the 

       



 

 

floor in front of the communion table by 8:00 a.m. on 
your Sunday. 

Come and See—Where Jesus Lives 
 
 
 

According to the Gospel of John, the first 
words attributed to the Disciples are spoken to 
Jesus, and they ask him “Where are you staying?”  
Scholars say these words can be translated many 
ways.  Where do you “live”, “abide” “dwell” or 
“stay”?  Their first words are to ask where Jesus 
lives—or perhaps we could interpret them to say, 
“Where can I find you if I need you—or lose sight 
of you?  Rather than give directions, Jesus simply 
invited his Disciples to “Come and see”. 
  

As a friend tucks her children into bed each 
night she asks them “Where did you meet God 
today?  The children often relate the wonders of 
creation which tell them of God’s presence; 
sometimes they talk about the kindness of a friend, 
a teacher, or even a stranger that lets them know 
God is with them.   
 
 Adults, though, often find it harder to see 
God in daily life, to see where Jesus lives.  Perhaps 
we’re too cynical, too hurried and harried, too often 
reminded of the ugly places in the world to see the 
place where God lives.  Sometimes we must leave 
our regular lives behind in order to go and find 
God anew.  Sometimes we have to be called again, 
like the first Disciples, to “Come and see”. 
 
 Last fall many of us became aware that God 
was doing miraculous things in a little hospital in a 
small and remote village in India.  Dr. Anil Henry, 
our global mission partner, told us about the many 
times and ways the “good news” had been found 
there.  Hearts longing to see Jesus, to know again 
where he abides, heard Dr. Henry say to us, “Don’t 
send money; send people.  Come and see”. 
 
 “Where are you staying, Lord?” we ask as 
disciples.  “Come and see” he answers yet again. 
Come and See has now become the theme for many 
American Disciples who have become part of 
People-to-People Pilgrimages to visit the Christian  
Hospital Mungeli, its School of Nursing and the 
Rambo Memorial School.    You’re invited to join 
our journey, to become a pilgrim.  If you’re unable 
to travel with us, we request your prayers.  Perhaps 

you might remember this old gospel song and pray 
it with us: 
 

Open our eyes, Lord 
We want to see Jesus, 

To reach out and touch him 
To tell him I love him. 
Open our ears, Lord 

And help us to listen, 
Open my eyes, Lord, 
I want to see Jesus. 

 
 If you want to be a part of a pilgrimage to 
India, please contact Landa Simmons at 
landasimmons@gmail.com. The next pilgrimage 
will leave the states on or about January 27. 

 
Landa Simmons 

 
 
 

~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ 
 
 

 
 

 
 In Sunday School on 8/11/13, the children 
made cards to send to Gabo, Louise Smith’s prayer 
partner, who is a student  of Miss Christina 
(Sadaah) in Nairobi, Kenya (Louise is holding up 
her picture).  The class was discussing the 
importance of missionaries who go into unfamiliar 
territory because of their love for our Lord.   

 
Just so happens, our own missionary to 

China, Pam Williams, took these pictures.  Our God 
is AWESOME!   We have been surrounded by 
saints. 
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Christian Women’s Fellowship 
 

September is going to be a busy month for 
all the CWF ladies. 
 On September 9th at 6:30 p.m. in the New 
Fellowship Hall, we will have a delicious "Pot 
Luck" dinner featuring Shelia Yeatts’ wonderful 
meatloaf.  We encourage you to bring your guests 
and a dish to add to the "Pot".  Fellowship and a 
most interesting speaker from the Salvation Army 
will round out the evening. 
 Our "Big Event" is the "Luncheon/Fall 
Fashion Show" on Saturday September 21st at 11:00 
a.m.  Over the last several months some of the 
ladies gathered and put together a beautiful 
handmade quilt.  In the meantime, Carol Kerr's 
fingers were busy crocheting a lovely afghan 
(which would look beautiful on my couch).  We will 
be raffling them off at the luncheon/fashion show 
on the 21st of September.  The raffle tickets are $1.00 
a piece and the luncheon tickets are $20.00. 

Shirley Harrison is again overseeing the 
Country Store, which will feature unique and 
beautiful hand-made items as well as some 
delicious things to eat.  The Silent Auction is always 
exciting and Shelia Yeatts is making sure that this 
year is no exception.   

Lunch will abound with several varieties of 
salads, including our CWF chicken salad (which 
will be available for purchase) and delicious bread 
and deserts.  

Our CWF models are practicing their walk, 
wave, and smiles so that the beautiful fashions will 
be a big hit.  Our thanks to Christopher Banks for 
their continued support.  The clothes are lovely and 
the staff is very kind and helpful. 

All of this will take place in our newly 
remodeled and beautiful fellowship hall.  Many 
thanks to Steve Perger Doug Haulsee, and their 
band of helpers for a job well done.   

Please support this CWF project as it is the 
means by which we are able to help our church, 
community, and world-wide services. 

Raffle tickets as well as luncheon tickets 
may be purchased at the door or ask any CWF lady 
to get them ahead of time. 

We hope to see you on the 21st, and promise 
that you will be blessed with fun, laughter, and 
good Christian fellowship. 

May God Bless You Always, 
Marney Brickhouse 

CWF President 
 

Tuesday Morning Circle:  The Tuesday Morning 
Circle met August 13th at Interlude, with 17 
attending.  Welcome to Connie Nahser, Janet 
Fletcher, and Gertie & David Duke.  Food was 
plentiful and so good.  Elaine Henk continued our 
study on The Beatitudes and has another study 
planned, as we will be finished with this study 
soon.  Donna Haulsee announced the Fashion 
Show and Luncheon coming up Saturday, 
September 21st beginning at 11:00 a.m.  Tickets cost 
$20.00 each.  The afghan and quilt are now ready, 
so get your raffle tickets, ladies; only $1.00 each and 
the profits enable us to help those of our 
community that are in need of assistance. 
 Our next circle meeting will be a joint 
dinner meeting, with a speaker, on Monday, 
September 9th at 6:30 p.m. in the New Fellowship 
Hall.  Everyone is invited; bring husbands, friends 
and a covered dish to share, and join us. 

Hope to see you there, 
Donna Haulsee 

Tuesday Morning Circle Leader 
 
 

 
 

 The  Purpos e  of  Discip le s  
Women.  .  .  . is to provide opportunities for 
spiritual growth,  enrichment,  education and 
creative ministries to enable women to develop 
a sense of personal responsibility for the 
whole mission of the church of Jesus Christ 
and to provide a channel through which women 
in the congregation and the regional Women's 



 

 

Ministries in the United States and Canada 
may be joined in fellowship and find means for 

effective participation in the Christian Church 
(Disciples of Christ).  

 
Pictures below are from the General Assembly in 
Orlando, FL and are provided by Irma Gustafson. 
  
 
 Our OBCC attendees at General Assembly 
in Orlando, FL are pictured left to right:  Landa 
Simmons, Pastor Richard and Ann Cline, Joyce 
Allen and son, Andrew Pfister, Elaine and Ronnie 
Henk. 
 

 

 
 
  

 
 Our own bee-keeper, Ronnie Henk, 
presents Ron Degges, DHM President, with a gift 
from the Gustafsons at the DoC General Assembly 
in Orlando, FL. 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 

 
 

"Dinner for Eight" 
  

Did you realize we have had 24 people join 
our church so far in 2013?  Often times it is hard to 
find your niche in a new fellowship, and since we 
are the family of God and want to know our 
kinsmen better, the most appropriate way to do that 
might be with a meal.  Jesus taught us the 
importance of gathering around the table... 
  Please sign up by calling Pat at the office 
(566-8077).  We will take the list, dividing it up by 
8's.  If you are single or if your spouse doesn't care to 
attend with you, invite a friend (church or 
otherwise) to attend with you.  If we have singles 
without a partner, that's quite alright, we'll make up 
the group of eight by adding another person who is 
alone.  These groups will meet once a month. 
  Starting on October 13th at 5:00 P. M., each 
group, headed up by a host couple, will meet in that 
couple's home.  The host will provide the meat dish 
and assign a vegetable or salad, an appetizer, or a 
dessert to the other three couples.  At that dinner 
your group will decide who will host the following 
month's dinner.  If someone feels their home is too 
small to comfortably host a crowd that large, 
someone in the group with a larger home would 
probably be agreeable to have the dinner in their 
home again, with you providing the meat that the 
hosts ordinarily provides. 
  After you have done this for four consecutive 
months, your group will disband and you will have 
had the blessing of knowing these couples better.  
You will be put in a new group, with all new people 
to get to know better over the next four months.  
After one year, each couple will have grown a little 
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closer to nine couples they may not have known 
before or did not know very well.   

If you have any questions, please call me at 
206-1960. 

 
Louise Smith 

 
 

Dear Church Family, 
Thank you for the prayers, cards of 

encouragement, and well wishes that you gave to 
me after my back surgery.  God willing, I pray that I 
will continue to heal.  My hope is in our Lord. 

God Bless You, 
Denise Cooper 

 
~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ 

 
Dear church family, 
 Thank you so much for the love, prayers, 
cards and visits during my loving Murray’s surgery. 
 It did bring us both great comfort.  Thank 
you again.  You are our dearest loving church 
family. 
 May God bless you all always. 

In Christian love, 
 Paulette & Murray Moyce 

 
~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ 

 
Dear Olive Branch Family, 
 David and I would like to thank you for all 
the prayers, cards, calls and good wishes from all of 
you.  We know the love of our Lord and we know it 
is shining in each and every one of you. 
 Our daughter, Karen, also thank you for the 
prayers.  We truly have been blessed. 

 David & Carol Pitts 
 

~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ 
 
 In July the St. Olaf Food Pantry provided 
food packages for 103 families, including 16 new 
families who had not been to the pantry before.  We 
spent $2,319.08 to stock food for the pantry. 
 The donations provided by the good folks at 
Olive Branch Christian church provide much 
needed supplement to the food we buy and your 
help is appreciated beyond measure. 

 May God’s blessing continue to flow to you 
and yours.  Thank you so much for all you do. 

 Tony Melzer 
St. Olaf’s Catholic Church Food Pantry 

 
 

 Adult Choir rehearsals have begun!   We 
meet every Wednesday evening at 7:00 p.m.   Come 
join us in lifting our voices to the Lord!  We 
welcome one and all. 

Emilio Pesante 
Adult Choir Director 

 
 
 

 
 

 
Bell Choir rehearsals will begin Thursday, 
September 12th at 7:00 p.m.   If you are interested in 
learning to play the “bells”, please come and enjoy 
this special way to add praise to our worship 
services. 

Bob Schmidt 
Handbell Choir Director 

 
 
 

 
 

Sunday, September 8th 
 
SUNDAY SCHOOL KICKOFF:  During our 11:00 a.m. 
worship on Sunday, September 8th, we will recognize and 
celebrate our youth Sunday School program.  This is also 
the first Sunday we will return to our regular fall schedule.  
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We host 3 classes for our children and youth:  Pre-k 
through 4th grade, 5th-8th grade, and 9th grade-College. 

 
 

SERVING  IN  SEPTEMBER 
 

Elders 
September 1 Marney Brickhouse, Ralph Hutton 
September 8 Jim Thacker, Kim Riffle 
September 15 Norm Harbour, Missy Harbour 
September 22 Sheila Yeatts, Doug Dill 
September 29 Bob Schmidt 
 

Deacons 
September 1 Don Morse, Mike Ayers  
 Maralyn Carr, Harold McKee. 
 
September 9 Ellen Sullivan, Cleve Wright 
 Michelle Wright, Roy Sullivan 
 
September 15 Sean Gormus, Lewis Williams 
 Carole Kerr, Dawn Gormus 
 
September 22 Elna Pitts, Val Mason 
 Emily Friend, Danny Pitts 
 

Acolytes 
September 1  
8:30/11:00 Lauren Ries, Maggie Sheppard  
 
September 8 
8:30/11:00 Kelsey Creech, Sarah Allred 
 
September 15 
8:30/11:00 Zachary Cooper, Emily Lang 
 
September 22 
8:30/11:00 Haley Creech, Bryant Walker 
 
September 29 
8:30/11:00 Lauren Ries, Lauren Morse 
 

Deaconess 
Carole Kerr 

 
Kid’s Club 

September 1 Edie Larkin   
September 8 Jessica Morse 
September 15 Tonya Meadows 
September 22 Available 

September 29 Tracey Hutton 

    
HOMEBOUND 

Tommy Hoar, Audrey White 
 
Church Family:  Pat Allred, Jimmy Allred & family, 
Mike Ayers, Judy Biggs, Duie Brantley, Doug Dill, 
David Duke, Janice Floyd, Steve Garrett, Jesse Hall, 
Lucy Hall, Lena Jeffries, Bruce Kerr, Lauren 
McWilliams, Joann Mitchell, Murray & Paulette Moyce, 
Patty Neary, Donna Perger, David Pitts, Helen Pruitt, 
Jim Romesburg, Norma Senediak, Norma Stockton, 
Roy Sullivan, Richard Thiel, Mary Ruth Thorpe, and 
Russell & Sarah Waid. 
 
Family and Friends:  The women and men of our 
Armed Forces, Baby Aidan, John Altizer, Gail Bates 
(friend of Virginia Dressler), Johnnie Baum (Louise 
Smith’s brother-in-law), Cathy Blackwell (friend of 
Dawn Gormus), Patricia Caviston (friend of Gene & 
Cheryl Johnson), Jim D’Amelio & family (co-worker of 
Cleve Wright), Connie Deeds (friend of Cleve Wright), 
Penny Dressler (Pat Dressler’s daughter-in-law), 
Carlton Edwards (Vickie Anderson’s brother), Clyde 
Frost (friend of Naomi Marrow), Katie Graves (Nola 
Grave’s daughter),  Dan Hardy (friend of Barb 
Schmidt), Allison Hawthorne (Pat Dressler’s niece), 
Kathy Kirby and son, Malakai Tyler, David Marrow 
(Naomi Marrow’s son), Tim & Priscilla McKennie 
(friends of Gertie Duke), William “Tommy” 
McMichael, Dot Minchew, Olive (friend of Beth Nease), 
Pat Perkinson, William Phares, Jr. (Debbie Johns’ son), 
Danette Poole (friend of Pat Dressler), Eddie Ratcliffe 
(Karen Daniels’ father), Rev. Gina Rhea (pastor at 
Christy Jensen’s home church), Judith Roberts (Jeanne 
Bell’s aunt), Pam, Mark & Brooks Saunders (daughter, 
son-in-law & grandson of the Thacker’s), Roberta 
Scheels (Gene Johnson’s sister), Kathleen Schumann 
(Jeanne Bell's mother), Dennis Shook (friend of Norm 
Hall), Louise Simmons (Landa Simmons’ mother-in-
law), Ray Stallard (Lucy Hall’s brother), Charlie Sturtz 
and his wife Jeanie, and Cecelia Ruskey’s nephew and 
his family:  Stewart (Tommy), Rachael, and their two 
kids: Micah and Madelyn, doing mission work in Yanji, 
China. 
 

(Underlined, bold print indicates 
a new person on the Prayer List.) 

 



 

 

NOTE:   To add or remove a person’s name from the 
Prayer List, please contact the church office:  757-566-
8077. 

 

Parable of the Mustard Seed 

 

 
Theme: Great things grow from small 

beginnings.  
  
Scripture: Again he said, “What shall we 

say the kingdom of God is like, 
or what parable shall we use to 
describe it? It is like a mustard 
seed, which is the smallest of all 
seeds on earth. Yet when 
planted, it grows and becomes 
the largest of all garden plants, 
with such big branches that the 
birds can perch in its shade.” 
Mark 4:30-32 (NIV) 

 
     Have you ever seen a mustard seed? How 
tiny they!  A mustard seed is so small that if 
you were holding one in your hand and 
dropped it on the ground, you might not be 
able to find it. Even though the mustard seed 
is one of the smallest of all seeds, when it is 
planted in the ground, it grows into a plant so 
large that birds can perch on its branches and 
can even build their nests in it.  These tiny 
seeds can produce a plant that grows ten feet 
high or more! 

Jesus told a parable comparing the mustard 
seed to the kingdom of God. Jesus said, “How 
can I describe the Kingdom of God? What 
story should I use to illustrate it? It is like a 
mustard seed planted in the ground. It is the 
smallest of all seeds, but it becomes the 

largest of all garden plants; it grows long 
branches, and birds can make nests in its 
shade.”  

How is that a picture of the kingdom of God? 
Well, when Jesus first began his earthly 
ministry, he had no followers. The Bible tells 
us that Jesus was walking along the shore of 
the sea of Galilee when he saw two 
fishermen, Peter and his brother Andrew, 
casting their nets. "Come, follow me," Jesus 
said to them. They immediately followed 
Jesus. As they continued on their way, they 
saw two other brothers, James and John, 
mending their nets. Jesus called them and 
they immediately left their nets and followed 
him. One by one, Jesus called his disciples 
until there were twelve of them. That is still a 
pretty small beginning, isn't it? Jesus sent out 
the twelve and they brought others to Jesus 
and the kingdom of God grew. From a very 
small beginning, the kingdom of God has 
grown and grown until it has spread over the 
entire earth. 

An apple has small seeds also.  If you take an 
apple, cut it open, and take out the seeds, 
and planted the seeds, each would grow into 
an apple tree. How many apples do you think 
each tree might produce? Fifty? A hundred?  
An apple tree can produce from 150 to 300 
apples each year and an apple tree will 
produce apples for about fifty years. Just 
think how many apples that is! It isn't hard to 
see how we have enough apples to feed the 
entire world, is it? 

Jesus started growing the kingdom of God 
with a handful of disciples.  Every follower of 
Jesus is a part of the kingdom and that means 
that we all are a part of God's kingdom. Each 
time we tell someone about Jesus, we are 
helping to grow His kingdom. Isn't it great to 
know that we can have a part in growing 
God's kingdom? 
 

 
LET US PRAY: Our Father which art in 
heaven, Hallowed be thy name. Thy kingdom 
come, Thy will be done in earth, as it is in 
heaven. Give us this day our daily bread. And 
forgive us our trespasses, as we forgive those 



 

 

who trespass against us.  And lead us not into 
temptation, but deliver us from evil: For Thine 
is the kingdom, and the power, and the glory, 
for ever and ever. Amen. 
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