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A Sunday Surprise 
 

In 1826 Alexander Campbell, one of the 
founders of the Christian Church (Disciples of 
Christ), published an English translation of the 
New Testament based upon a revision of work 
done by three British scholars in 1818. Campbell 
called it “The Sacred Writings of the Apostles and 
Evangelists of Jesus Christ,” which later became 
commonly known as “The Living Oracles.”  A 
second edition was published in 1828, followed by 
a third in 1832. I first touched one of these editions 
when I was in college.  Earlier this year I opened 
my second one, a second edition owned by Betty 
Barber’s father, Leonard Henley.  My third 
opportunity came yesterday after our Christmas in 
July service, when my third year of ministry at 
Olive Branch was recognized with a surprise party 
of kind words from Andy, our Board Chairperson, 
and members of the congregation, a poster from 
Backstage Productions, a candy contest from Dick 
and Betty Barber, a poem from Clay, and the gift of 
a third edition of Campbell’s New Testament 
translation from Olive Branch.  To say I was 
surprised would be an understatement!  My only 
response is to say once more how blessed I am to 
be your pastor, and to serve what I feel to be the 
finest congregation in Virginia.  I am constantly 
humbled by your friendship, kindness, and 
affection.  Thank you to all who worked so hard to 
keep this from me, and who contributed to these 
gifts! 

And while I am thanking people, special 
thanks go to our choir, music director, and 
accompanist.  Every Sunday they do an incredible 
job leading us in praise to God.  They are always 
willing to use their singing gifts to praise God.   For 
several years Holly Grove has asked me to be the 
preacher at their annual revival service.  Last year 
our choir went with me and was a big hit!  So 
without hesitation they invited us back this year, 
and I want you to know that our choir hit the ball 
out of the park!  They were wonderful!  We are 
blessed to have Emilio and Steve on our staff, and 
to have dedicated choir members that practice and 
work hard at bringing us gifts of music week after 
week. 

God has brought us all together in this place 
so that transformational ministry can be created, 
implemented, and expanded.  Each of us has a part 
in making it happen.  Thank you for calling me to 
be part of this incredible ministry. 

Blessings,  
   Richard 

 

 
 

The following scriptures will be used 
during the Sunday worship in August.  The 
underlined passages are the primary passages for 
Pastor Richard’s sermons. 
 
 August 4 Luke 12:13-21; Psalm 49:1-12 
 August 11 Hebrews 11:1-3, 8-16; Genesis 15:1-6 
 August 18 Hebrews 11:29-12:2; Psalm 82 
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 August 25 Luke 13:10-17; Jeremiah 1:4-10 

 
 
Barton W. Stone was inspired to start the 

religious movement that became the Christian 
Church (Disciples of Christ) when he attended a 
revival at Cane Ridge, Kentucky, in 1801, at which 
over 35,000 Methodists, Baptists and Presbyterians 
all worshipped together.  That heritage is reflected 
today at Olive Branch Christian Church where 
Christians from many different denominations 
have felt welcomed and spiritually nourished, 
where there are no creeds to divide or exclude.  
Have you ever wondered how a brotherhood, 
devoted to the unity of the church, became a 
denomination, even splitting into several?  Have 
you wondered how a denomination with no 
prescribed beliefs and no hierarchy of authority has 
grown and held together for nearly 200 years?  
Have you wondered why we have communion at 
every worship service, and practice, but do not 
require, baptism by immersion? 

If you have questions you would like to ask 
or would like to study the history, heritage, 
traditions and beliefs of the Disciples of Christ, join 
the Adult Sunday School, meeting upstairs in the 
Education Building, starting August 11. 

Andy Bradshaw 
Board Chair 

 

 
GENERAL ASSEMBLY IN ORLANDO 

 
I was honored to be one of your delegates to 

this year’s General assembly in Orlando, Florida 
from July 13 to July 17.  Ronnie and I drove the 13 

hour trip down Interstate 95 and then walked 13 
hours (or so it seemed) from one end of the Orange 
County Convention Center to the other end several 
times a day; all the while taking a toll on Ronnie’s 
problematic feet.   The place is huge and overly air-
conditioned, so we were cold much of the time, if 
you can imagine it being cold anywhere in Florida 
in July.  By the way, one of the songs Saturday 
night was “I Can Only Imagine.”  Beautiful! 

We were blessed with other beautiful 
music; great sermons; helpful workshops and well- 
run business meetings.  We met up with fellow 
Olive Branchers: Landa Simmons, Joyce Allen and 
her son, Andrew and of course Richard and Ann 
Cline.  All of them blessed us old folks in one way 
or another. 
 We visited with Joe Roberson, the son of a 
former Interim minister.  Joe lives in NYC and 
worships at Park Avenue Christian Church.  One of 
his co-worshippers, Rev. Dr. Peter Goodwin 
Heltzel, led a Sunday School class on diversity.  
Park Avenue thrives once again since embracing 
diversity.  Peter is a delightful young man that I 
imagine we will be hearing more from in the 
future. 
 Our General Minister and President, Rev. 
Dr. Sharon Watkins, is to be commended for her 
leadership of our wider church.  She emphasizes 
that we are A Movement for Wholeness in a 
Fragmented World, all the while calling for a 
reasoned calmness. A potentially divisive 
Resolution was prayerfully presented and adopted 
quite seamlessly.  GA Resolution 1327 is about 
“Becoming a People of Grace and Welcome to 
ALL.”  She has sent an email giving the intent of 
the resolution “to urge Disciples to welcome into 
our congregations and other ministries all who 
seek Christ. It serves as a reminder that among 
Disciples we do not bar the church door or fence 
the table from those who desire the embrace of 
God’s love.”  She also high-lighted what GA 
Resolution 1327 is not:  “It is not a statement of 
‘unwelcome’ for Disciples who did not support the 
resolution.  All who confess faith in Jesus Christ are 
welcome.  All means all.”  This resolution “is NOT 
a policy change” or “a theological mandate.”  If 
you haven’t seen Dr. Watkins’ response to this 
Resolution, I’d be happy to get a copy to you.  

It is wonderful rubbing elbows with fellow 
Disciples, but we missed one of our favorites as 
David Hartmann did not attend this year.  2015 in 
Columbus, Ohio!  Love to ALL in Christ, 



 

 

Elaine Henk 

 
 

Christian Women’s Fellowship 
 

Thanks to all the CWF ladies and gentlemen 
who helped set up, cut up, fix, serve, and clean up 
all the meals for Vacation Bible School.  It really 
goes very smoothly when we have so many 
volunteers, and I for one, and Shelia for two, are 
most grateful for all the help.  Thanks also to those 
who donated fresh vegetables and fruits.  They 
were most appreciated and enjoyed by all. 

There are so many events coming up in the 
Fall and I will try to keep everyone informed so 
that all can enjoy.  A special thanks to our own 
Shirley Harrison who spends lots and lots of time 
sending e-mails out for all special events, 
notifications of those in need of prayers, food, or 
happy tears. 

The afghan and the quilt for our Fall 
Luncheon/Fashion Show are almost complete.  
Both are hand-made by a person or persons from 
OBCC, and raffle tickets will be available soon.  
The show date is Saturday, September 21st and we 
hope to see lots of friends and families of OBCC.  
The country store with all hand-made items should 
be fabulous, and Shelia Yeatts always out-does 
herself every year gathering great "Silent Auction 
Prizes".   

The other day I was in the drive-thru at 
Chick Filet getting lunch for my husband and 
Rambo (my dog who loves chicken strips), and 
when I got up to the window to pay the lady told 
me that the two young ladies in the old truck just 
ahead of me had paid for my meal and said Jesus 
Loves You.  Needless to say it made me cry and of 
course ask God Why?  My answer is in the age old 
saying "God is Good All the Time, All the Time, 
God is Good.  Do a kindness for someone big or 
small, old or young, rich or poor.  It will make their 
day special and do more for you than you can 
imagine.    

Blessing to all,    
Marney Brickhouse 

CWF President 
 

Tuesday Morning Circle:   The Tuesday circle met 
at Interlude on July 9th, with a very small group… 
four ladies and two honorary members.  We 
missed all who were unable to attend. 
 We still had a lot of good food to eat and 
continued our lesson on the beatitudes…it is such 
an interesting lesson. 
 We will meet again on the second Tuesday 
of August, the 13th, 11:45 a.m. at Interlude.  Hope to 
see you there. 

Donna Haulsee 
Tuesday Morning Circle Leader 

 
 

 
 

Dear Church Family, 
 Thank you so much for all of the love and 
support you gave me during the time I was helping 
care for my mother and her recent death.  The cards 
were overwhelming and brought much comfort to 
me and my family. 
 I am truly blessed by my church family.  It 
also brought much happiness to my mother, 
knowing I was involved in such a loving and 
caring church. 
 Thanks again! 

Love 
Susan Kohlman 

~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~  
 
To My Church Family, 
 Linda and I want to thank you all for your 
prayers, your cards and your thoughts during my 
hospitalization.   It was much appreciated. 

God Bless You All, 
Steve Garrett 

~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ 
 
July 7, 2013 
 Your regular, generous gifts…and 
especially the huge donation of breakfast 
cereal…help us greatly in fulfilling our mission of 
feeding the poor.  Olive Branch Christian Church is 
a primary faith partner and we pray that you and 
yours continue to receive God’s blessings, as we 
have been so greatly blessed. 
 Thanks again for your continued support 
and friendship. 



 

 

Tony Melzer 
St. Olaf Catholic Church 

 
 

SERVING  IN  AUGUST 
 

Elders 
 
August 4 Norm Harbour, Missy Harbour 
August 11 Sheila Yeatts, Doug Dill 
August 18 Bob Schmidt, Donna Perger 
August 25 Hunter Creech, Fred Rothermel 
  

Deacons 
 
August 4 Dawn Gormus, Sean Gormus, 
 Lewis Williams, Carole Kerr 
 
August 11 Danny Pitts, Elna Pitts 
 Val Mason, Emily Friend 
 
August 18 Abby Matschke, Arnold Cooper 
 Denise Cooper, Barbara Schmidt 
 
August 25 Lucy Hall, Dale Teagle 
 Skip Jensen, Tracey Creech 
 

Acolytes 
 
August 4  
8:30/11:00 Lauren Ries, Sam Lang 
 
August 11 
8:30/11:00 Kelsey Creech, Todd Meadows 
 
August 18 
8:30/11:00 Justin Cooper, Curtis Morse 
 
August 25 
8:30/11:00 Haley Creech, Kayla Walker 
 

Deaconess 
Edie Larkin 

 
Kid’s Club 

 
August 4 Tonya Meadows   
August 11 Marney Brickhouse 
August 18 Tracey Hutton 

August 26 Tracie Heslink 

    
HOMEBOUND 

Tommy Hoar, Audrey White 
 
Church Family:  Pat Allred, Jimmy Allred & family, 
Mike Ayers, Judy Biggs, Paul Biggs, Duie Brantley, 
Denise Cooper, Tracy Creech, David Duke, Maddy Elam, 
Janice Floyd, Steve Garrett, Sean Gormus, Nancy Griffith, 
Jesse Hall, Lucy Hall, Lena Jeffries, Bruce Kerr, Bob Key, 
Joann Mitchell, Murray & Paulette Moyce, Patty Neary, 
David Pitts, Helen Pruitt, Jim Romesburg, Norma 
Senediak, Walter Shaffer, Chuck Sheppard, Norma 
Stockton, Roy Sullivan, Mary Ruth Thorpe, and Russell 
& Sarah Waid. 
 
Family and Friends:  The women and men of our Armed 
Forces, Newborn Baby Aidan, Gail Bates (friend of 
Virginia Dressler), Cathy Blackwell (friend of Dawn 
Gormus), Anita Creasy (Beverly Walker’s grandmother), 
Penny Dressler (Pat Dressler’s daughter-in-law), Clyde 
Frost (friend of Naomi Marrow), Janice Garrett (Michael 
Garrett’s sister-in-law), Katie Graves (Nola Grave’s 
daughter),  Dan Hardy (friend of Barb Schmidt), Allison 
Hawthorne (Pat Dressler’s niece), Hanna Hodson (Keeta 
Hodson’s granddaughter), Sharon Hodson (Keeta 
Hodson’s sister-in-law), Freddie Hughes, David Marrow 
(Naomi Marrow’s son), Tim & Priscilla McKennie 
(friends of Gertie Duke), William “Tommy” McMichael, 
Dot Minchew, Olive (friend of Beth Nease), William 
Phares, Jr. (Debbie Johns’ son), Danette Poole (friend of 
Pat Dressler), Eddie Ratcliffe (Karen Daniels’ father), 
Rev. Gina Rhea (pastor at Christy Jensen’s home 
church), Judith Roberts (Jeanne Bell’s aunt), Pam, Mark 
Saunders & Brooks Saunders (daughter, son-in-law & 
grandson of the Thacker’s), Roberta Scheels (Gene 
Johnson’s sister), Kathleen Schumann (Jeanne Bell’s 
mother), Dennis Shook (friend of Norm Hall), Louise 
Simmons (Landa Simmons’ mother-in-law), the family of 
Beverly Smithson (mother of a friend of Christy Jensen), 
Ray Stallard (Lucy Hall’s brother), Charlie Sturtz and his 
wife Jeanie, and Eddie Williams (friend of Cleve Wright), 
Cecelia Ruskey’s nephew and his family:  Stewart 
(Tommy), Rachael, and their two kids: Micah and 
Madelyn, doing mission work in Yanji, China. 
 

(Underlined, bold print indicates 
a new person on the Prayer List.) 

 
NOTE:   To add or remove a person’s name from the 
Prayer List, please contact the church office:  757-566-
8077. 



 

 

Update from the 
Program Planning Team Advocates 

 

 
 

“The Necessity of Evangelism” 
 

I have been so blessed in these nearly four 
years as Evangelism Advocate and by the group of 
“Prayer Warriors” and “Care-Givers” that have 
grown out of it.  All my life God has placed saints 
in my path to help me grow and become more like 
the Master.  Those of you who have journeyed for a 
long time, as I have, know that we are never 
complete until the day God calls us home.   I have 
found at Olive Branch such a large and dedicated 
body of saints and what joy I receive from you all.  
Your love for our Lord is so obvious to me as I 
watch you in your ministry of service to Him by 
serving others.  I see you as a church “on fire for 
the Lord”, though some of you do it so quietly 
it might not be noticed by many.  I am privileged to 
“catch” you in the act of reaching out to others with 
your prayers, cards, visits, phone calls, 
encouraging a child, offering a hand to someone 
who is frail…the list of ways you extend the cup of 
cool water, in Jesus’ name goes  on and on.  

I have told Larry many times that we have 
never been involved in a church where nearly 
everyone we know is doing something to grow His 
church and share His love.  We see new faces 
coming through our doors nearly every Sunday.  
I trust that you will extend the loving hand of 
fellowship to all who enter.  And when you leave 
this place, be the light that would reveal Christ to 
those who have lost their way.  For you are His 
saints and scripture tells us in Daniel 7:18 that “the 
saints of the Most High will receive the kingdom 
and will possess it forever---yes, for ever and 
ever.”  There is much Kingdom work to be done, 
but let us not grow weary for we know our reward 
is great—both right now and in the future.  We 
know how good God is, don’t we want everybody 
to experience his goodness?  I believe we do, for I 
see how much we extend His love to each other.  
We are a “church on fire”, let’s keep spreading! 

I love you, in Jesus’ name. 
Louise Smith 

PPT Evangelism Advocate 

 

Notes from the Wild Side… 
 

We had a fantastic time in Niagara Fall, NY, 
doing mission work.  On “Wednesday night we went 
to Potter’s House for church service.  While there, 
eleven teens accepted God as their savior.  How 
amazing to see our youth be touched by the Lord.  
 

We will host an “Ice Cream Social” (after the 
11 o’clock worship on Sunday, August 18th), at 
which we will be presenting a slide show that 
showcases our trip to Niagara Falls. We look 
forward to sharing our time with you.  The teens 
are already planning for next year’s trip.   
 

We have two fund-raisers in August.  On 
Saturday, August 3rd, at 8:00 a.m. is our Yard Sale 
in the New Fellowship Hall.  Now’s the time to clean 
out the attic and closets!  Bring your items to the 
church and place them in the New Fellowship Hall.  
Please make sure your items are clean, and not 
broken. 
 

On Friday, August 9th, at 7:00 p.m. we are 
sponsoring “Fiddler on the Roof”, a presentation by 
Backstage Productions.  Tickets are $5.00 and can 
be purchased from any of our youth, or at the door.   
Naomi Marrow is the director; she and her children 
are amazing!   Come see for yourself, and bring 
your family and friends. 
 

We are asking you to help out by donating 
baked good for both of these fund-raisers, and 
thank you for being so willing to support all our 
youth events. 
 

We will have Youth Group meetings on 
August 11th & 25th. 

 
 

CHECK OUT OUR FACEBOOK page!! 
 

Abby Matschke and Courtney Holt 



 

 

 
 

Are You Ready to Walk  
to End Alzheimer’s? 

 
It’s time for the OBCC family to sign up for 

the Alzheimers Walk.  It will be held Saturday, 
October 26, 2013.  We are looking for team 
members to assist in “FUN” fundraising events.  If 
interested, people may contact Debbie Wilkins @ 
(804)815-2629 or Debbie_Duane94@yahoo.com.   
We want to make this a successful walk for OBCC 
team “We Won’t Forget”; our goal is $2,250.00.  

Many of us are touched personally by 
Alzheimer’s disease and related types of dementia. 
Participating in this Walk and/or sponsoring a 
walker on the OBCC team is one key way we can 
support the Alzheimer’s Association. 

Debbie Wilkins 
 
    

  

 

World’s Largest Cereal 
Bowl a Big Success! 

 
Olive Branch collected 184 boxes of cereal 

for the food bank, in addition to other pantry items 
during the month of June. The Vacation Bible 
School class competition played a huge part in the 
success of this campaign.  Disadvantaged kids in 
the Williamsburg area will enjoy a healthy breakfast 
as a result of your generosity!  Our kids really 
enjoyed playing with the big spoon!  Thank you for 
your support.   

Devon and Beth Nease 

 
 

     AUGUST 
 

  1 Dennis Williams 
   2 Gertie Duke 
   6 Eliza Jane Morse  
  10 Sarah Kohlman 
  12 Christina  Jones 
  13 Loretta Garrett 
  15 Ryan Matschke 
  16 Judy Biggs 
  18 Macy Morse 
  20 Roy Sullivan 
  22 Caleb Brickhouse  
  23 Kim Riffle 
  24 Michael Heslink 
  25 Donna Clark 
  Lena Jeffries   

Bruce Kerr 
  28 Dave Willard 
  30 Nancy McKeel 

 31 Kylie Rutherford 
 
NOTE:  If your birthday is not listed, and you would like it 
included, please contact the church office. 
 

~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ 
 

 
 
 August 4 Norm & Edie Larkin 
 August 11 AVAILABLE  
 August 18 Abby Matschke 
 August 25 Emily Friend 
  
NOTE:  If you wish to donate flowers for the 
Sanctuary, sign up by the appropriate week 
(PLEASE PRINT).  You are asked to bring your 
flowers and place them on the floor in front of the 
communion table by 8:00 a.m. on your Sunday. 

mailto:Debbie_Duane94@yahoo.com
http://act.alz.org/site/TR?pg=entry&fr_id=1412


 

 

Come and See—Where Jesus Lives 
 

According to the Gospel of John, the first 
words attributed to the Disciples are spoken to 
Jesus, and they ask him “Where are you staying?”  
Scholars say these words can be translated many 
ways.  Where do you “live”, “abide” “dwell” or 
“stay”?  Their first words are to ask where Jesus 
lives—or perhaps we could interpret them to say, 
“Where can I find you if I need you—or lose sight 
of you?  Rather than give directions, Jesus simply 
invited his Disciples to “Come and see”. 
 As a friend tucks her children into bed each 
night she asks them “Where did you meet God 
today?  The children often relate the wonders of 
creation which tell them of God’s presence; 
sometimes they talk about the kindness of a friend, 
a teacher, or even a stranger that lets them know 
God is with them.   
 Adults, though, often find it harder to see 
God in daily life, to see where Jesus lives.  Perhaps 
we’re too cynical, too hurried and harried, too often 
reminded of the ugly places in the world to see the 
place where God lives.  Sometimes we must leave 
our regular lives behind in order to go and find 
God anew.  Sometimes we have to be called again, 
like the first Disciples, to “Come and see”. 
 Last fall many of us became aware that God 
was doing miraculous things in a little hospital in a 
small and remote village in India.  Dr. Anil Henry, 
our global mission partner, told us about the many 
times and ways the “good news” had been found 
there.  Hearts longing to see Jesus, to know again 
where he abides, heard Dr. Henry say to us, “Don’t 
send money; send people.  Come and see”. 
 “Where are you staying, Lord?” we ask as 
disciples.  “Come and see” he answers yet again. 
 Come and See has now become the theme 
for many American Disciples who have become 
part of People-to-People Pilgrimages to visit the 
Christian Hospital Mungeli, its School of Nursing 
and the Rambo Memorial School.    You’re invited 
to join our journey, to become a pilgrim.  If you’re 
unable to travel with us, we request your prayers.  
Perhaps you might remember this old gospel song 
and pray it with us: 

 
Open our eyes, Lord 
We want to see Jesus, 

To reach out and touch him 
To tell him I love him. 

Open our ears, Lord 
And help us to listen, 
Open my eyes, Lord, 
I want to see Jesus. 

 
 If you want to be a part of a pilgrimage to 
India, please contact Landa Simmons at 
landasimmons@gmail.com. The next pilgrimage 
will leave the states on or about January 27. 

Landa Simmons 
 

 

 
 

Karen Barrow joined our Olive Branch 
family on Sunday, June 30th. 

Maggie Sheppard and Bryant Walker made 
their confession of faith on Sunday, July 28th and 
will be baptized on Sunday, August 11th at the 11 
o’clock worship service. 

Hunter Gardner made his confession of faith 
at the youth mission trip and will also be baptized 
on August 11th. 

Please welcome them as brothers and sisters 
in Christ. 
 
 

 
  
Please make these changes to your church directory: 
 ADD: GARDNER, Hunter 
  7640 Thacher Drive, Toano, VA 23168 
 
  SAVAGE, Grayson 
  3101 Weathers Boulevard, Toano, VA 23168 
  H:  (757) 634-6126 
 
  WILLIAMS, Pamela 
  2800 E. Diascund Reservoir Road, Lanexa,  
  VA 23089 
  C:  (757) 585-0070 
   
Note: If you have any changes, additions, or deletions 
to the directory, please contact the church office. 

mailto:landasimmons@gmail.com


 

 

 
 
 
 

 
 
 

 
 

Highlights from VBS 2013: Everywhere Fun Fair! 
 
What an amazing week we had the week of June 24th. From dinner every night (thanks to CWF) to our opening 
worship and music time, to recreation and crafts, to discovery time and fellowship, it was definitely a special 
week where God’s love was felt and shared. Check out the photos below and many, many more on our 
website at ob-cc.org. 
 
A few fun highlights from our week: 

• Each night we learned a different Bible lesson from “A Good Samaritan” to a “Widow Gives Cheerfully” 
to “Jesus Forgives Zacchaeus.”  We also learned different countries each evening including Japan, 
Great Britain, Australia, and Zimbabwe.  We learned that we are all neighbors and that God loves us no 
matter where we live. 

• The pre-k (“youngest neighbors”) tried sushi when they learned about Japan. 
• The lower elementary (“younger neighbors”) class learned about Operation Christmas Child and made 

10 hygiene kits and 5 shoe boxes for our Christmas in July collection. 
• The upper elementary (“older neighbors”) got to see and try on a Japanese kimono and they learned 

some instruments specific to Australia. 
• The preteen class and teen class made and donated two corn-hole tosses for our church to use. They 

placed their handprints on them! 
• And the teen class led us in our opening worship on Thursday night. 
• We collected more than 100 boxes of cereal for St. Olaf Food Pantry and more than $300 dollars for a 

computer for a school in India. 
• We had 72 children and teens registered and approximately 55 there each evening.  We also had more 

than 25 volunteers and leaders each evening.  
 
A special "shout out" to: 

• Beth and Devon and their recreation crew (Harold Barker, Curt Griffin, the Gormus', Val Mason, and 
Bettina Nelms); we are blessed that the weather cooperated to have activities outside each evening; 

• Christina Jones and her crafts team (Ann Bradshaw, Angie Francis, Susan Kohlman, and Donna 
Perger); the kids made beautiful works of art they proudly shared with their family; 

• Emilio and Steve for leading our music and teaching us all "Everywhere Fun Fair" and "Njalo"; 
• Abby Matschke, Pastor Fred, Landa Simmons and our teen class for leading us in Opening Worship; 
• Our Discovery Time teachers – Fiona Lang, Fiona's niece, and Jess Morse (Pre-K); Missy Harbour and 

Kim Riffle (1st-2nd graders); Christy Jensen, Linda Garrett and Dale Teagle (3rd-5th graders); Hunter 
and Tracy Creech (preteen) and Pastor Richard and Michael Heslink (teen class); 

• Our faithful and talented kitchen crew led by Sheila and Marney; and to Marney, Barb Schmidt and Skip 
Jensen for overseeing the refreshments at the end of the night. 

• Carolyn Hunt for assisting with registration; 
• Emily Friend, Patty Barker, Don Morse and Rich Jones who were standing by to assist with just about 

anything we needed; 
• Steve Perger for ordering and placing our new VBS sign out front and for managing our cereal bowl 

collection, along with the Nease's; 
• Jim Hunt for serving as our AV technician; 
• Pat in the church office for handling supply orders and printing requests; 



 

 

• and for all who were behind the scenes assisting, supporting and praying for a safe and blessing-filled 
week! 

God Bless each of you, 
Christy & Jess, VBS Co-Directors 

 
 

 



The Olive Branch 

 

 
 

 
LOT’S CHOICE  

(Genesis 13:1-18) 
 

"Before you go to sleep, PLEASE pick up 
your dirty socks," Anna begged.   "Grrr!!  HOW 
many times have I told her that!"  Anna muttered 
to herself, as she climbed into bed.  

Sharing a room with her younger sister was 
great at times, but Kate's dirty laundry on the floor 
was not fun at ALL.  Anna liked a clean room, but 
Kate could care LESS if it was clean. It's funny how 
DIFFERENT two people can be, even coming from 
the same family. 

Mom and Dad were 
coming upstairs to pray and 
say good night.  "Maybe THEY 
could do something about 
these socks and stuff all over 
the place," Anna thought to 
herself. 

Entering the room, Mom could 
IMMEDIATELY see what was going on between the 
two girls and scolded them:  "You two girls should 
be able to share better than this." 

For a while now, Mom and Dad had been 
planning to move the girls into their own rooms. 
Finally the bedrooms in the basement were done. 
Dad smiled and asked the girls, "If I were to let you 
two move downstairs, who would like to have the 
large bedroom, and who would like the room with 
the windows?"  Dad was getting tired of their 
continual fighting.  He saw quickly that he needed 
to find a way to make more room for the girls, the 
sooner the better. 

Because Abram followed God's plan for his 
life, he and his family were blessed by God. Abram 
enjoyed having many cattle and other livestock.  He 
also had gold and silver from Egypt.  But soon these 
blessings became a problem for Abram and his 
nephew Lot.   Abram and his family were traveling 
away from Egypt now.  They left Canaan and went 

back to Bethel. There they went to where Abram 
had camped before, between Bethel and Hai.  

Abram stopped at the altar so he could talk 
with God. He depended on the Lord to help him 
EVERYWHERE he went.  All the animals and all the 
servants stood still and waited while Abram 
prayed. 

During this time, his nephew Lot was 
traveling with Abram.  Lot also had MANY sheep, 
cattle, and tents of his own.  Abram and Lot had SO 
many animals that the land could NOT hold BOTH 
of them any longer. 

"Hey! This is OUR 
watering well!" Abram's 
shepherds complained. 
"Why do you have to have 
it all day and night? Can't 
you let US have a turn?"  
Lot's shepherds asked.  

"You keep your cattle and sheep AWAY from here!  
This grass belongs to US!"  Abram's herders and 
Lot's herders began to argue.  Something was going 
to have to CHANGE.  It was just TOO crowded to 
keep the animals together like this any longer. 

Can you just imagine how crowded it was 
with all the animals and stuff, and MORE animals 
and MORE stuff, and.... Well, kind of like Anna and 
Kate sharing one room with all their clothes and 
other stuff. 

Not only were Abram and Lot living on this 
land, but the Canaanites and the Perizzites were 
living in the land, too.  There were cities and plenty 
of land around, too.  They would just have to move 
apart, they decided. 

So Abram said to Lot, "There should be no 
arguing between you and me.  Your herders and 
mine should not argue either.  We are family.  
Instead of arguing, we should separate."  Abram 
loved Lot and did NOT want to fight with Lot or 
have bad feelings between Lot and himself.  So 
Abram told Lot, "The whole land is there in front of 
you.  If you go to the left, I will go to the right.  If 
you go to the right, I will go to the left. 

Abram knew that in order to keep real 
peace between them, Lot should be the one to 
choose FIRST.  Abram trusted God to bless him 
WHEREVER he was. 



 

 

Lot looked all around and saw the whole 
Jordan valley.  Trees, bushes and lovely plants filled  
 
the area.   He saw that there was much water 
there.  It was like the Lord's Garden - green and 
full.  It could be compared to the land of Egypt.  No 
famine or drought was seen.  Sodom and 
Gomorrah were still large cities full of people.  
These people were very bad, and God had not 
destroyed them yet.   
Abram and Lot went off in 
separate directions.  Lot 
chose to move east and 
live in the Jordan valley, 
and Abram lived in the 
land of Canaan. 

God was pleased with how Abram had 
treated Lot and kept blessing Abram.  But Lot lived 
among the cities in the Jordan valley and moved 
very close to the wicked city of Sodom.  After Lot 
had left, God told Abram to look around to the 
north, south, east, and west.   "Abram, the land 
you see, I will give it to you and your family 
FOREVER.  I will make your children number as the 
dust of the earth, so that if a man could count all 
the grains of sand, then they shall be able to count 
your children." 

 Wow! What a promise!  God also told 
Abram to walk all over this area and see the beauty 
of it.  It was promised to Abram from God.  God 
promised and He GAVE.  God KEPT His promise.  
God ALWAYS keeps His promises! 
 
A VERSE TO LEARN: “Blessed are the 
peacemakers, for they shall be called the children 
of God.”   (Matthew 5:9) 
 
LET’S PRAY . . . 

Dear God, teach me to be a peacemaker.  
Help me to remember to talk with you often so I 
can know what You want me to do and please You.  
In Jesus’ Name.   AMEN. 

 

 
REMEMBER…God ALWAYS keeps 
His promises! 
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Genesis 13:1-18 
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