
The Olive Branch 

 

 

   July  2013 
 

                Olive Branch Christian Church 
                                                                  (Disciples of Christ)                  
Richard D. Cline, minister 
Pat Dressler, secretary                                       Web Address:   www.ob-cc.org 
757-566-8077 (office)                                Office Email Address:  obcc1833@gmail.com 
 

 

 
 

Being an Unpredictable Church 
 

At the June Board Meeting I shared part of 
an interview given by Francis Chan, the founding 
pastor of Cornerstone Community Church. The 
church started with 30 people coming together to 
worship, and in a few short years the congregation 
grew to 1,600. Yet at the height of his success, 
Francis Chan resigned to downsize his life and to 
trust God to lead him to new ministries with The 
Children’s Hunger Fund, an international 
humanitarian aid foundation that is dedicated to 
assisting the poor; and with World Impact, an inner 
city mission’s organization dedicated to planting 
churches among the urban poor in America. Here 
is Pastor Chan’s comment on the modern, 
predictable church: "You go to a building, someone 
gives you a bulletin, you sit in a chair, you sing a few 
songs, a guy delivers maybe a polished message, maybe 
not, someone sings a solo, you go home. When you read 
the New Testament, you see the Holy Spirit was 
supposed to change everything so that this gathering of 
people who call themselves Christians had this 
supernatural element about them. I heard one person say 
the church nowadays is neither super nor natural. 
Everything is predictable and everything is expected. 
Though Christians believe in an almighty and all 
powerful God who places His spirit in believers, the 
response among His people today is: ‘Hi, welcome to 
church. Here’s your bulletin. We’ll get you out in an 
hour. Come back next week.’ I mean, really? Is that all 
God intended for us? What would the church look like  

 
 
today if we really stopped taking control of it and let the 
Holy Spirit lead?” 
 Such a good question! Every once in a while 
we get a taste of the power of the Spirit. We lift up 
prayers and they become empowered through the 
Spirit as people are helped and their lives changed. 
We plan a new ministry, and the Spirit works to 
make it happen. We feel the presence of the Spirit 
in our worship, we feel a tingle, our eyes water, as 
we see a person come forward to dedicate her life 
to Christ. We allow the Spirit to work in our lives, 
and we love a little deeper, forgive a little easier, 
and understand Christ a little better. This is the 
church. This is being the church. We were not 
created to be predictable. We were created to be 
faithful. 
 May the Lord continue to bless us in our 
work together. May the Spirit continue to empower 
us, as we allow it to lead us in directions, some 
known, and some not known. May we not allow 
ourselves to be so tied to the past, but be open to 
the future, wherever the Spirit leads. 

Blessings,  
   Richard 
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Thursday, July 4th 
Adult Vacation Bible School 

Adults…now it is your turn for Vacation 
Bible School!   For three nights, beginning July 30th, 
we will meet for a meal, fellowship, and study.  
Our theme will be “The Essence of Being a 
Christian”, based on Paul’s letter to the Galatians. 

Pastor Richard will teach on Tuesday, July 
30th; Carole Kerr will teach on Wednesday, July 31st; 
and Pastor Fred will teach our final night, 
Thursday, August 1st. 

Remember, all food will be provided! 
 If you will be in need of a nursery, please 
call the church office.  We want all our adults to 
take part in this study! 

 
 

       
 

Vacation Bible School 
 

We had a great week at VBS. Stay tuned for 
all the details and some photos in the August 
edition. 

Christy Jensen and Jessica Morse 
 

 
 

   
 

 
 

 
The following scriptures will be used 

during the Sunday worship in July.  The 
underlined passages are the primary passages for 
Pastor Richard’s sermons. 

 
July 7 Luke 10:1-12; II Kings 5:1-14 
July 14 “To Be Determined”    
July 21 Genesis 18:1-10a; Luke 10:28-42 
July 28 Luke 2:8-14; Matthew 1:18-23 

 
 

Church World Service 
 

 

 
 

Sunday (July 28th) 
 

 It’s “Operation Christmas Child” time!    
On Sunday, July 28th the church will be decorated 
for Christmas!   The Christmas tree will be set up to 
put our gift-filled shoe boxes under.  These gifts of 
joy also represent opportunities for children to 
experience God’s love and hear the “Good News” 
of Jesus Christ. 
  
 On Sunday, July 14th, brochures will be 
included in the bulletins to tell the “5” easy steps, 
gift suggestions, box labels, and a donation 
envelope.    Your gifts enable Samaritan’s Purse to 
share the Good News of God’s greatest gift—His 
Son, Jesus Christ—with boys and girls who need to 
know how much Jesus loves them. 

 
In His Name, 

Sheila Yeatts 

 
 

 

 
 



 

 

  

 
 

Christian Women’s Fellowship 
 

 
Tuesday Morning Circle:  The Tuesday Circle met 
June 11th for an indoor picnic.  We had planned to 
have a picnic at the church shelter, but due to the 
rain on Monday it was still wet, so we moved to the 
Old Fellowship Hall.  It was almost a picnic…with 
checkered tablecloths, fried chicken, salads, 
watermelon and cantaloupe. 

There were nine members, four honorary 
members, and one guest, Connie Nasher…welcome 
Connie, and hope you will join us again. 

Elaine continued our lesson on the 
Beatitudes; we are enjoying these lessons. 

Our next meeting will be July 9th at 
Interlude.   Come join us! 

Donna Haulsee 
Tuesday Morning Circle Leader 

 
 

 
 
 

Grayson Savage joined on Sunday, June 16th. 
  
 Welcome to the Olive Branch family!  Grayson 
is the daughter of John and Sara Savage. 

 
 
 

 

 
  
 Please make these changes to your church 
directory: 
 

• BAKER, Rebecca (new street address) 
140 Bellwood Street 
West Point, VA 23181 
 

• HAULSEE, Doug & Donna 
Just above Doug’s email address is 
Donna’s work phone number.  Please 
add her name after …(x11). 
 

• JONES, Rich & Christina (Riley) 
Please add Regan after Riley’s name). 

 
Note: If you have any changes, additions, or deletions 
to the directory, please contact the church office. 
 
 

 
 

 Olive Branch is hosting Life Line 
Screenning on Tuesday, August 6th, in the New 
Fellowship Hall.  They provide stroke/carotid 
artery, atrial fibrillation, abdominal aortic 
aneurysm, peripheral arterial disease, and 
osteoporosis risk assessment screenings…all  5 
tests for only $159.00 (package 1), or 4 tests for 
only $149.00 (package 2). 

NOTE:  Register NOW for your 
appointment by calling the special Helping 
Hands phone line (1-800-324-9458) and Life Line 
Screening will make a $10.00 donation to OBCC.  
Also…you will receive a $10.00 discount on the 
cost of your screening package.  To ensure you 
receive the “special $10.00 discount plus a 
matching $10.00 donation to OBCC, you MUST 
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pre-register through one of the exclusive 
Helping Hands sign-up methods:  either call the 
above “800 number” or online at 
www.helpinghandsforhealth.com. 

Brochures will be provided in Sunday 
bulletins or you may pick up a copy in the church 
office. 

Appointments fill up quickly, so do not 
delay…REGISTER TODAY!! 

 
 

SERVING  IN  JULY 
 

Elders 
 
July 7 Bob Schmidt, Donna Perger 
July 14 Hunter Creech, Fred Rothermel 
July 21 Marney Brickhouse, Ralph Hutton 
July 28 Jim Thacker, Kim Riffle 
  

Deacons 
 
July 7 Barbara Schmidt, Abby Matschke 
 Arnold Cooper, Denise Cooper 
 
July 14 Tracey Creech, Lucy Hall 
 Dale Teagle, Skip Jensen 
 
July 21 Harold McKeel, Don Morse 
 Mike Ayers, Maralyn Carr 
 
July 28 Roy Sullivan, Ellen Sullivan 
 Cleve Wright, Michelle Wright 
 

Acolytes 
 
July 7  
8:30/11:00 Zachary Cooper, Sarah Allred 
 
July 14 
8:30/11:00 Kelsey Creech, Emily Lang 
 
July 21 
8:30/11:00 Lauren Ries, Lauren Morse 
 
July 28 
8:30/11:00 Haley Creech, Bryant Walker 
 

Deaconess 

 
Phyllis Gardner 

 
Kid’s Club 

 
July 7  Tracy Hutton 
June 14  Tracie Heslink 
June 21  Edie Larkin 
June 28  Jessica Morse 

    

HOMEBOUND 
Tommy Hoar, Audrey White 

 

Church Family:  Pat Allred, Jimmy Allred & 
family, Judy Biggs, Paul Biggs, Duie Brantley, 
Denise Cooper, Tracy Creech, David Duke, Maddy 
Elam, Janice Floyd, Steve Garrett, Sean Gormus, 
Jesse Hall, Lucy Hall, Lena Jeffries, Bruce Kerr, Bob 
Key, Joann Mitchell, Murray & Paulette Moyce, 
Patty Neary, David Pitts, Helen Pruitt, Norma 
Senediak, Chuck Sheppard, Norma Stockton, Roy 
Sullivan, Mary Ruth Thorpe, Russell & Sarah Waid, 
and Robert Wilkins. 
 
Family and Friends:  The women and men of our 
Armed Forces, Gail Bates (friend of Virginia 
Dressler), Cathy Blackwell (friend of Dawn 
Gormus), Anita Creasy (Beverly Walker’s 
grandmother), Brian Dingus (Michelle Wright’s co-
worker’s husband), Clyde Frost (friend of Naomi 
Marrow), Janice Garrett (Michael Garrett’s sister-in-
law), Katie Graves (Nola Grave’s daughter),  
Hanna Hodson (Keeta Hodson’s granddaughter), 
Sharon Hodson (Keeta Hodson’s sister-in-law), 
Freddie Hughes, David Marrow (Naomi Marrow’s 
son), Bill McCabe (relative of Gene Johnson, Tim & 
Priscilla McKennie (friends of Gertie Duke), 
William “Tommy” McMichael, Dot Minchew, 
Olive (friend of Beth Nease, William Phares, Jr. 
(Debbie Johns’ son), Danette Poole (friend of Pat 
Dressler), Eddie Ratcliffe (Karen Daniels’ father), 
Pam, Mark Saunders & Brooks Saunders (daughter, 
son-in-law & grandson of the Thacker’s), Roberta 
Scheels (Gene Johnson’s sister), Kathleen 
Schumann (Jeanne Bell's mother), Louise Simmons 
(Landa Simmons’ mother-in-law), the family of 
Beverly Smithson (mother of a friend of Christy 
Jensen), and Eddie Williams (friend of Cleve 

http://www.helpinghandsforhealth.com/


 

 

Wright).    Cecelia Rusky’s nephew and his family:  
Stewart (Tommy), Rachael, and their two kids: 
Micah and Madelyn, doing mission work in Yanji, 
China. 
 

(Underlined bold print indicates new person on the Prayer 
List.) 

 
NOTE:   To add or remove a person’s name from the 
Prayer List, please contact the church office:  757-566-
8077. 

Update from the 
Program Planning Team Advocates 

 

 
 

“The Necessity of Evangelism” 
 

We know that Jesus spent much time in 
solitude and prayer, but He also found comfort and 
renewal in the fellowship of His friends.  We know 
He was welcomed into the home of Lazarus, Mary, 
and Martha.  Martha always wanted their home to 
be in perfect order when they welcomed guests.  I 
see much evidence of that around Olive Branch.  
There are so many people working behind the 
scenes that I am often amazed when I come onto 
the grounds and see the progress that has been 
made on our renovation projects.  Sometimes I see 
you hard at work, other times I just see the results 
of the work that you lovingly did to make our 
church home welcoming and inviting for all our  
"guests" to enjoy.  And we are indeed blessed to see 
many new faces coming through our doors seeking 
that same comfort and renewal that Jesus sought in 
the fellowship of His friends.  Because of the efforts 
of so many who give of themselves to make it 
possible, no visitor in our midst should go away 
hungry or feeling neglected.  I know God is pleased 
with our faithfulness and stewardship of the things 
He has placed in our charge. 

There is still a multitude of hungry people 
who are our neighbors, and need to hear the 
Salvation message.  The "Romans Road to the 
Cross" is full of instruction.  Romans 3:23 says:  
"Yes, all have sinned; all fall short of God's glorious 
ideal." (TLB)    In  Romans 6:23 we find:  "For the 
wages of sin is death, but the free gift of God is 
eternal life through Jesus Christ our Lord." (TLB)     
Hope for our sin-nature is found in Romans 5:8 

"But God showed His great love for us by sending 
Christ to die for us while we were still 
sinners." (TLB)    And in Romans 10:9-10  we read: 
"For if you tell others with your own mouth that 
Jesus Christ is your Lord, and believe in your own 
heart that God has raised Him from the dead, you 
will be saved.  For it is by believing in his heart that 
a man becomes right with God; and with his mouth 
he tells others of his faith, confirming his 
salvation." (TLB)      John 3:16  reinforces it all:   "For 
God loved the world so much that He gave His 
only Son so that ANYONE who believes in Him 
shall not perish but have eternal life." (TLB) 

So…our building is refurbished and 
inviting; so as the old song of faith goes, let's "Bring 
them in, bring them in, bring them in from the 
fields of sin....Bring the wandering ones to Jesus." 

I love you, in Jesus' name. 
Louise Smith 

PPT Evangelism Advocate 
 

Church World Service 
The Tools and Blankets Program is a 

Church World Service special mission opportunity 
that involves all ages.  Some 8,000 congregations 
and groups across the United States hold Tools & 
Blankets events.   From something as simple as a 
blanket, amazing things can happen…with your 
help. 

On Sunday, May 12th, which was Mother’s 
Day, Olive Branch honored all mothers by 
donating $785.00 for the “BLANKETS” part of this 
program. 

On Sunday, June 16th, which was Father’s 
Day, Olive Branch honored all fathers by donating   
724.00 toward the “TOOLS” part of this program; a 
grand total of $1,509.00!! 

Many, many thanks for your thoughtfulness 
and generosity to help others in need. 

Sheila Yeatts 
 

 

 

Notes from the Wild Side… 
 



 

 

July is here and we are off on our 
mission trip to Niagara Falls. We will be 
presenting a slide show on August 18th that 
showcases our trip. We look forward to sharing 
our time with you.  

We will meet on July 14 and 28th. 
 

CHECK OUT OUR FACEBOOK SITE!! 
 
 

Abby Matschke and Courtney Holt 

       
 

JULY   
 

   2 Brenda White 
   6 J. R. Powell 
  Richard Cline 
   7 Robbi Hutton 
  Chuck Walker 
   8 Elizabeth Jones 
   9 Bob Key 
 11 Dawn Gormus 
 13 Haley Creech 
 14 Richard Bradshaw 
 16 Carolyn Hunt 
 18 Jacob Hammack 
 20 Paula Thacker 
  Bonnie Willard 
 21 Ralph Hutton 
 22 Mike Ayers 
 23 Dave Wolverton 
 25 Roy Henk 
 28 Donald White 

31 Lawrence Bradshaw 
 Jason Waltrip 

John Waltrip 
 

NOTE:  If your birthday is not listed, and you would 
like it included, please contact the church office 
 
 

 

     
 

Dear Olive Branch Family and Friend, 
 Thank you to all for your prayers, cards, 
phone calls, etc. during my recent 
surgery/procedure at Sentara in late May. 

 Thanks and God Bless, 
Bob Key 

Remember to 
Fly our Nation’s Flag! 

Thursday, July 4th  
 

 
 

I pledge allegiance to the Flag  
Of the United States of America, 
And to the Republic for which is stands, 
One Nation under God, indivisible, 
With liberty and justice for all. 

--The Pledge of Allegiance, 1892 
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Independence Day honors the birthday of 
the United States of America and the adoption of 
the Declaration of Independence on July 4, 1776. 

 It is the “BIRTHDAY” of these great United 
States of America!    

It's a day of picnics and patriotic parades, a 
night of concerts and fireworks, and a reason to fly 
the American flag. 

Show your love of our country…“Fly our 
Flag” from sunup to sundown. 

 
 

2011 General Assembly (Nashville, TN) 
 

Opening Session – String Band 
 

 
                   by Elaine Henk   

 
             Assembly Photo by Flickr: 
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Opening Worship – String Band 

http://www.flickr.com/photos/christianchurchdoc/5923458540/in/set-72157627038565517/ 

 

 
 
Hey, Kids!!    This is YOUR page in “The 
Olive Branch”, and will be included in each 
newsletter. 
 

 
 
 

GETTING 
AWAY FROM 

IT ALL 
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 Have you ever taken a vacation?  
Have you ever gone to the mountains?  
It is so very quiet and peaceful 
there…you see beautiful trees, lakes and 
rivers, many different animals; and hear 
many quiet sounds…bubbling noises 
made by the waters in rivers and 
streams, birds chirping, the wind in the 
trees, small animals running through the 
leaves in the fall when the leaves are on 
the ground.  The “quietness” helps you 
to rest. 
 

Everyone needs to get away from 
the hustle and bustle of everyday life.  
For parents it may mean they need a 
break from work.  Even children need to  
 
get away from school work and all the 
activities they are involved in.  We all 
need to get away and rest; it helps us to 
do better when we go back to work and 
school. 
  

Did you know that even Jesus said 
that we sometimes need to take time off 
to catch up on our rest?  One day the 
disciples went to Jesus and told him how 
busy they were…teaching and ministering 
to the needs of the people.  “There have 
been so many people coming and going 
that we sometimes don’t have enouth 
time to stop and eat,” they told Jesus.  
“Come with me to a quiet place so that 
you can get some rest,” Jesus said to the 
disciples.  So the Bible tells us tht they 
got in a boat and went away with Jesus 
to a quiet place.   
 
 
LET’S PRAY:  Dear Father, we thank you 
for work, for play, and for school.  We 
also thank you for those times when we 
can get away from it all—and get some 
rest.  In Jesus’ name we pray.  Amen. 
 
 
Scripture:  The apostles gathered 
around Jesus and reported to him all 

they had done and taught. Then, 
because so many people were coming 
and going that they did not even have a 
chance to eat, he said to them, "Come 
with me by yourselves to a quiet place 
and get some rest." So they went away 
by themselves in a boat to a solitary 
place. Mark 6:30-32 (NIV) 
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      Thursday, July 4th 
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