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Fresh Paint Can Make  
Anything Look Better 

 
I know from personal experience that fresh 

paint can make anything look better, be it a car, a 
room in your home, or even the fellowship hall of a 
church – in particular, our fellowship hall.  When I 
became your pastor, I learned that we have an Old 
Fellowship Hall and a New Fellowship Hall. The 
‘old’ was built in 1925 as part of the two-story 
addition to the sanctuary.  The ‘new’ was built in 
1974.  And 39 years later, it is beginning to fit the 
name!  After several weeks the final step in its 
renovation is taking place with the painting of the 
walls. I could not be more pleased with the 
outcome.  Hiding the air conditioning trunk lines, 
installing new and brighter lights, replacing the 
ceiling tiles, building a wall around the HVAC 
units, and painting all the walls the same color, 
have increased the usability of our most used space.  
First off, it will be quieter!  No longer will we hear a 
noise like a jet plane engine when the HVAC units 
turn on.  Now we can actually hear what the person 
at the next table is saying.  And with attention to its 
appearance we now have a space better suited to 
dinners and receptions.  Many thanks go to Steve 
Perger and Doug Haulsee for making this talked 
about for years project a reality.   Our New 
Fellowship Hall has been renewed! 

In scheduling a block of time for the 
renovation to take place, I quickly realized just how 
much both church and outside groups use the  
 

 
space.  Indeed, all of our facilities are in use on a 
weekly basis, both during the day and in the 
evenings.  A non-member remarked to me that 
something must be going on all the time at Olive 
Branch, because there are always cars in the 
parking lot!  That is exactly the way it should be!  
Our buildings are not sacred historic sites, roped 
off to the public.  Our buildings are open and 
available in the same way our community of faith 
is open and welcoming.   

And that is one old way of doing things that 
hopefully will never change, no matter how many 
coats of fresh paint! 

 
Blessings, and have a safe summer! 

   Richard 
 

 

 
 

Father’s Day 
      Sunday, June 16th 

http://www.ob-cc.org/
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http://www.churchart.com/Subscriber/ViewImages.aspx?keywords=fathers day&entry_date=1/1/0001&image_type=,cl,ca,ph,pp,bc&topic_id=&image_source_id=&page=4


 

 

 

 
Twice in 2nd Peter, we read that the church 

needs to be reminded of what it already knows. 
There is a certain excitement in newly revealed 
knowledge, but, more often than not, what we need 
to act on are things we already know.  Robert 
Fulghum captured the thought perfectly in his 
essay that became the title of his book, “All I Really 
Need to Know I Learned in Kindergarten”. 
 If we are not occasionally reminded of them, 
we at least lose focus on the basics, and may even 
forget them.  That was one of the reasons that we 
were so blessed by the Family Night series on Jesus 
that Carole Kerr taught us.  Not only did we have a 
superb teacher, we re-focused on the basics of who 
Jesus is.  For many of us, being reminded that Jesus 
is the Fullfillment, is the Son of God, is Fully 
Human, is the Messiah, is God and is Savior was as 
exciting as re-discovering a lost truth. 
 That experience has made me wonder what 
other important things I need to be reminded of, 
things I know but which have slipped from the 
focus of my mind.  Perhaps they include our 
Mission and Commitment that are included in our 
weekly worship bulletin.  Perhaps they include the 
reasons that the Disciple denomination was formed.  
Are there some things you learned in kindergarten, 
or in Sunday School that you need to be reminded 
of? 

Andy Bradshaw 
Board Chair 

 
~  ~  ~  ~  ~  ~  ~  ~  ~   ~  ~  ~  ~ 

 
OKLAHOMA DISASTER RELIEF:  As we are all 
aware, the town of Moore, Oklahoma was 
destroyed by a recent tornado.  The church board 
authorized the disbursement of $2,738.00 from the 
Disaster Relief Mission Fund to be given to the 
Week of Compassion and designated for the 
Oklahoma Tornado Disaster.  The board also invites 
the congregation to make donations.  If you wish to 
participate, just mark your check “Oklahoma 
Disaster Relief”, or you may donate through the 
following website:  www.weekofcompassion.org.   
Please designate your donation for Moore, 
Oklahoma. 

 
 

GET READY FOR THE SUMMER 
PICNIC !  

Sunday, June 2nd, 4 p.m. 
Outdoor Pavilion 

 

On Sunday, June 2nd, we will celebrate 
the start of summer with our church picnic!  
Everyone is invited to meet at our outdoor 
pavilion (weather permitting) for food and 
fellowship. Our program will start at 4:00 p.m. 
with a delicious barbecue meal with all the 
fixings, followed by the recognition of our 
graduates, and our Sunday School teachers.  In 
order to help with the food, please bring your 
favorite cookout side dish or dessert to share.  
And don’t forget to bring a lawn chair or two! 

 
 

 
 

Church World Service 
For more than 60 years congregations across 

the United States have been responding to Jesus’ 
call to be neighbors to those in need, in partnership 
with Church World Service.  At home and around 
the world our church family will be helping 
impoverished communities with basic needs to 
sustain themselves and their families.   

The Tools and Blankets Program is a Church 
World Service special mission opportunity that 
involves all ages.  Some 8,000 congregations and 
groups across the United States hold Tools & 
Blankets events.    

Sunday, June 16th, is Father’s Day.   Olive 
Branch will honor all fathers by participating in the 
“TOOLS” part of this program.  If you would like to 
participate in this program, a “TOOL” may be 
purchased for $5.00 each.  Fill out a form (bulletin 
insert) “in honor of” or “in memory of” a special 
person, and put it in offering plate or return it to the 
church office no later than Monday, June 10th.    

http://www.weekofcompassion.org/
http://www.churchart.com/Subscriber/ViewImages.aspx?keywords=fathers day&entry_date=1/1/0001&image_type=,cl,ca,ph,pp,bc&topic_id=&image_source_id=&page=3


 

 

 
 

COMING NEXT MONTH…. 
 

“Christmas in July” 
Sunday (July 28th) 

 
 “Operation Christmas Child” season is 
about to begin—on July 28th the church will be 
decorated for Christmas!   The Christmas tree will 
be up to put our gift-filled shoe boxes under.  These 
gifts of joy also represent opportunities for children 
to experience God’s love and hear the “Good 
News” of Jesus Christ. 
 On Sunday, July 14th, there will be 
brochures handed out to tell the “5” easy steps, gift 
suggestions, box labels, and a donation envelope.  
Your gifts enable Samaritan’s Purse to share the 
Good News of God’s greatest gift—His Son, Jesus 
Christ—with boys and girls who need to know 
how much Jesus loves them. 

In His Name, 
Sheila Yeatts 

 
 

 
  

Greetings to our new members. 
 

• Dick & Betty Barber 
• Nola Graves 
• Will & Jane Hatcher 
• Brandon Starks 
• Freddie & Clemmie Williams 

 
 
 

 

 
Please make these changes to your church 
directory: 
 
ADD: 

• Dick & Betty Barber 
  106 N. Trace 
 Williamsburg, VA 23188 
 H: (757) 565-0388 
 
• Nola Graves 

 3318 Toano Drive, Apt. C 
 Toano, VA 23168 
 H: (757) 880-8168 
 

• Will & Jane Hatcher 
 9336 Stonehouse Glen 
 Toano, VA 23168 
 H: (757) 566-8883 
 

• Brandon Starks 
 5598 Riverview Road 
 Williamsburg, VA 23188 
 H: (757) 564-9246 

 
• Freddie & Clemmie Williams 

 12314 Poplar Trail 
 Gloucester, VA 23061 
 H: (757) 512-8389 
 
Change phone number for Naomi Marrow to: 
 H: (757) 564-8134 
 
 

 

 
 
 
 



 

 

 
 

SERVING  IN  JUNE 
 

Elders 
June 2 Hunter Creech, Fred Rothermel 
June 9 Marney Brickhouse, Ralph Hutton 
June 16 Jim Thacker, Kim Riffle 
June 23 Norm Harbour, Missy Harbour 
June 30 Sheila Yeatts, Doug Dill 
 

Deacons 
June 2 Skip Jensen, Tracey Creech 
 Lucy Hall, Dale Teagle 
 
June 9 Maralyn Carr, Harold McKeel 
 Don Morse, Mike Ayers 
 
June 16 Michelle Wright, Roy Sullivan 
 Ellen Sullivan, Cleve Wright 
 
June 23 Carole Kerr, Dawn Gormus 
 Sean Gormus, Lewis Williams 
 
June 30 Emily Friend, Danny Pitts 
 Elna Pitts, Val Mason 
 

Acolytes 
June 2 
8:30/11:00 Kelsey Creech, Haley Creech 
 
June 9 
8:30/11:00 Curtis Morse, Lauren Morse 
 
June 16 
8:30/11:00 Justin Cooper, Todd Meadows 
 
June 23 
8:30/11:00 Lauren Ries, Emily Lang 
 
June 30 
8:30/11:00 Kayla Walker, Sam Lang 
 

Deaconess 
Janice Floyd 

 

Kid’s Club 
June 2  Tracie Heslink 
June 9  Edie Larkin 
June 16  Jessica Morse 
June 23  Tonya Meadows 
June 30  Marney Brickhouse 

 

 
 

HOMEBOUND 
Tommy Hoar, Audrey White 

 
Church Family:  Pat Allred, Jimmy Allred & 
family, Judy Biggs, Duie Brantley, Denise Cooper, 
Tracy Creech, Maddy Elam, Judy Eley, Janice Floyd, 
Steve Garrett, Sean Gormus, Jesse Hall, Lucy Hall, 
Lena Jeffries, Cheryl Johnson, Bruce Kerr, Bob Key, 
Joann Mitchell, Murray & Paulette Moyce, David 
Pitts, Helen Pruitt, Norma Senediak, Chuck 
Sheppard, Norma Stockton, Russell & Sarah Waid, 
and Robert Wilkins. 
 
Family and Friends:  The women and men of our 
Armed Forces, Newborn Baby Aidan, Cathy 
Blackwell (friend of Dawn Gormus), Brian Dingus 
(Michelle Wright’s co-worker’s husband), Karen 
Disse (David & Carole Pitts’ daughter), Janice 
Garrett (Michael Garrett’s sister-in-law), Katie 
Graves (Nola Grave’s daughter), Mark, Pam and 
Brook Henning (daughter, son-in-law & grandson 
of the Thacker’s), Sharon Hodson (Keeta Hodson’s 
sister-in-law), Freddie Hughes, William “Tommy” 
McMichael, William Phares, Jr. (Debbie Johns’ son), 
Kathleen Schumann (Jeanne Bell's mother), Louise 
Simmons (Landa Simmons’ mother-in-law), 
Beverly Smithson (mother of a friend of Christy 
Jensen), and Eddie Williams (friend of Cleve 
Wright).    Cecelia Rusky’s nephew and his family:  
Stewart (Tommy), Rachael, and their two kids: 
Micah and Madelyn, have just left to do mission 
work in Yanji, China. 

 
(Underlined bold print indicates new person on the Prayer 

List.) 
 
NOTE:   To add or remove a person’s name from the 
Prayer List, please contact the church office:  757-566-
8077. 
 
 
A current Prayer List is posted on the Bulletin Board in 
the Educational Building.  Please feel free to add 
someone who needs prayer.  A new list will be posted as 
persons are added/deleted.  Be sure to notify the church 
office if someone can be removed from the list. 



 

 

   

The World's Largest 
Bowl of Cereal 

 
 

During the month of June Olive Branch 
Christian Church will attempt to build the 
world’s largest bowl of cereal.    

Join our food pantry campaign to provide 
healthy breakfast food. Please contribute boxes of 
non-sugary cereal or cereal bars during the 
month of June.  With school out for the summer, 
kids will not have the benefit of school nutrition 
assistance programs.  Cereal is fortified with 
vitamins and minerals and is an easy way to give 
summer nutrition a boost.    

Look for the giant cereal bowl in the 
downstairs fellowship hall and track our 
progress! Cereal may be contributed directly to 
the "bowl" or left in the usual food pantry 
collection areas. 

 Thank you, 
Devon and Beth Nease 

 
 

• Sunday, June 2nd, at 4:00 p.m. – Church 
 Picnic (Pavilion, weather permitting) 
• Sunday, June 16th –Father’s Day and 

Tool Sunday 
• Monday –Friday, June 24th–June 28th, at 
 5:30 p.m. – Vacation Bible School 
• Sunday, June 30th – Saturday, July 6th – 
 Youth Mission Trip 

 The following pictures of our New 
Fellowship Hall were taken during the renovation, 
and submitted by Irma Gustafson. 
 

 

STAY TUNED …… 
and be patient; … 

 
 

 
 

… our phoenix will 
rise from the ashes! 



 

 

 
 

Christian Women’s Fellowship 
 

CWF NEWS…Saturday, May 11th, was a 
busy day for CWF ladies in the New Fellowship 
Hall.   We set up and had a lovely baby shower for 
new grandmother-to-be, Shirley Harrison and her 
son, Mark and daughter-in-law, Joy.  The 
entertainment was provided by Mark, who brought 
us to tears of laughter with his tales of the "Bee" 
things he has bought already for his new daughter, 
whom Shirley is going to call Bella. 

After the shower we set up the hall for the 
Mother/Daughter Tea.  It was a beautiful event, 
and all who attended enjoyed the colorful, sweet 
deserts with their tea or punch.  We were 
entertained by Kelsey Creech, who sang with such 
grace and expression, a lovely mother's day poem 
by our own Clay Harrison, and a cute monologue 
on "Home Schooling" with Barb Schmidt as the 
straight one and me providing some comic relief.  
The Daughter of God award was given to a very 
surprised Gayle Key.  She is a most deserving 
recipient as she is always willing to help with any 
task and event.  Her compassion for those less 
fortunate is amazing, and it was a pleasure to honor 
her. 

After the tea all of the ladies then set up for 
the reception on Monday for the family and friends 
of Pastor Bill Howard, following the memorial 
service.  It was with love and affection that 
everyone tried to make this a special time, as Pastor 
Bill was known for his love of food, especially 
sweets. 

As I have said many times, I am twice 
blessed to be a part of the OBCC family and the 
wonderful ladies who make CWF activities so 
special.  Thanks to all for your baking, serving, love, 
and prayers. 

Take time each day to thank God for the 
blessings he showers upon us, then take those 
blessings and shower them on others. 

Respectfully submitted by 
Marney Brickhouse 

CWF President 

 
Tuesday Morning Circle:  The Tuesday Circle met 
at Interlude on May 14th.   WOW there were 18 
present; glad to have Ruby Jones and daughter, 
Connie Cason, and also Diana Love and Barbara 
Thiel with us; hope you all will join us in June, at 
which time we plan to have a picnic…details to be 
announced later.  We were happy to have all the 
ladies and, of course, our three honorary members.  
Missed those who were unable to come. 

After a bountiful lunch topped off with a 
birthday cake to celebrate my birthday, and Ruby 
Jones’ and Patty Neary’s also, Elaine continued her 
lesson on the Beatitudes.  Thanks so much, Elaine, 
for teaching this and many other lessons in which 
you have led us…we all have learned so much. 

Hope to see you all in June, and any ladies 
who would like to learn about the Bible are also 
welcome to join us. 

 
Donna Haulsee 

Tuesday Morning Circle Leader 
 
 
 

 

 
 
 

The bell choir wishes to thank the church 
board for their approval to have our bells 
refurbished. For the first time in 31 years, the bells 
look brand new.  In fact, they are brand new, as 
most all of the parts were replaced and the castings 
shined up.  You will see them in the near future.   

 
June 9th we will be playing the hand chimes.  

We were not sure how long the bells would be 
gone and also the song we are playing requires 
many chimes and that amount of bells would not 
fit on our tables (especially for Skip and Jodi).  
Thank you again! 

 
Regards 

Bob Schmidt 
 (the head ding-a-ling) 

 



The Olive Branch 

 

 
Update from the 

Program Planning Team Advocates 
 
 

 
 
 

“The Necessity of Evangelism” 
 

 I have been so blessed since last month's 
newsletter article where I shared the words to 
Diana Ross' song, "Reach Out and Touch 
Somebody's Hand".   Since the inception of "Care-
Givers" in March, there are many pairs of hands 
that have reached out to offer themselves to this 
ministry.  I would like to tell you who they are in 
case you may know of someone who could use a 
friendly card, phone call or visit, you could share 
that with me or one of the other "Care-Givers".  
They are: Janice Floyd; Pam Williams and her 
mother, Mary Ruth Thorpe; Jeanne Bell; Donna 
Haulsee; Dick and Betty Barber; Ruby Jones;  Patty 
Neary; and me.  Some are sending cards, some are 
making phone calls, some are visiting, some are 
willing to do all three. 
 
 When I heard Ruby Jones say at her 100th 
birthday party, "I don't know what use a 100 year 
old woman could possibly be to the Lord", I 
immediately told Larry that I had an idea.  So I 
wrote Ruby a note that week, telling her about our 
"Care-Givers" (her nephew, Steve Garrett, had 
already told her that his mother was receiving 
cards from us and how much it meant to him) and 
asked if she would be able to send cards or make 
phone calls to shut-ins.  On Tuesday at C.W.F. she 
told me that she had been thinking about it and 
she could make phone calls.  I gave her the names 
of three or four couples/singles that she had 
shared some happy times with in the past (the  
JOY Group that traveled together some years ago 
held some special memories for her and she 
enjoyed telling me about the group that I had not 
heard about before). 
  
  

  
 Our God is so good.  He never sees us as 
too old or too young to be given a task to do for 
His glory.  Our youngest Sunday School Class  
made cards to be delivered to Janice Floyd, who is 
undergoing yet another bout of Chemo Therapy.   
 
 They traced their hands so that they might 
"reach out and touch" her with their love, thoughts 
and prayers.  Are they not precious in His sight, 
from the very youngest to the very oldest, to all the 
"in-betweens" who are willing to say, "Here are MY 
hands, Lord, use them to help someone else have a 
better day."?    I love you, in Jesus' name. 
 

Louise Smith 
PPT Evangelism Advocate 

 
 
 

 

 

Notes from the Wild Side… 
 

June is upon us, and it is going to be a 
busy month for our teens.  We have the church 
picnic, vacation bible school, and then our 
mission trip. Speaking of our mission trip, we 
are in need of a male chaperon.  If you feel like 
having a great spiritual week with some great 
teens, please let me know.  It is from June 30-
July 5th.  Spend the fourth of July in Niagara 
Falls…whoo hoo!!   

The interviews the teens are doing are 
coming along very slowly.  Hopefully the task 
will be done by our next meeting. 

We will be meeting June 2nd and 6th. 
 

CHECK OUT OUR FACEBOOK SITE!! 

 
Abby Matschke and Courtney Holt 

 
 



 

 

 

 
 
 June 2:  Harold & Nancy McKeel  
 June 9:  Devon & Beth Nease  
 June 16: AVAILABLE 
 June 23: AVAILABLE 
 June 30: AVAILABLE 
 
 The 2013 Flower Chart is posted on the 
Narthex Bulletin Board.  If you wish to donate 
flowers for the Sanctuary sign up by the 
appropriate week (PLEASE PRINT).  You are 
asked to bring your flowers and place them on 
the floor in front of the communion table by 
8:00 a.m. on your Sunday. 
 

 
 

JUNE  BIRTHDAYS 
 

 1 Missy Harbour 
3 Carole Kerr 

  Angela Key 
6 Mason Jensen 
12 Allison Gonzalez 
 Tracie Heslink 
14 Jim Hunt 

 20 Leland Williams 
 25 Gabriele Wolverton 
 27 Judy Eley 
 28 Debbie Johns 
 30 Audrey White 
  Susan Kohlman 

 
NOTE:  If your birthday is not listed, and you would 
like it included, please contact the church office. 
 
 

 

 
 

Remember 
Fly our Nation’s Flag! 

 
Friday, June 14, 2011 

 
 
I pledge allegiance to the Flag  
Of the United States of America, 
And to the Republic for which is stands, 
One Nation under God, indivisible, 
With liberty and justice for all. 

--The Pledge of Allegiance, 1892 
 
 

On Friday, June 14th, Americans will 
observe the birthday of the flag of the United 
States of America.  This special day provides a 
time for our Nation to reflect on our flag’s rich 
history and its meaning to Americans and people 
around the world.  This is a time to honor 
America, to celebrate our heritage in public 
gatherings and activities, and to recite publicly 
the Pledge of Allegiance to the Flag of the United 
States of America.  The Pledge was officially 
amended on June 14, 1954, to read “one nation 
under God”.  The Pledge of Allegiance has 
remained a time-honored salute to the American 
flag, one of our most cherished national symbols.   

 
It is the flag of all Americans! 

 

   Let us accord it honor and loyalty! 
 
Show your love for our country…Fly our 
“Flag” on Friday, June 14th, from sunup to 
sundown. 
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 Clay Harrison, a member of OBCC, is 
the Peoples’ Choice winner of the 2013 Daily 
Press Newspaper poetry contest. 
 
 He has written poems for his 
neighbors and our Church Family, to pay 
tribute to those celebrating a special occasion 
and to celebrate the lives of those who have 
passed away.   Clay also has written for the 
Christmas and Easter editions of “Ideals”, 
The Saturday Evening Post, and Salesian 
Missions Books. 
 
 When his wife, Shirley, is designing 
her greeting cards, he supplies verses, 
written for special occasions or for special 
people, for her to use.  These two certainly 
are the “artsy” couple!  And…we here at 
Olive Branch are often the recipients of their 
special gifts! 
 
 Clay is a member of the Poetry Society 
of Virginia and often provides “readings” at 
their meetings.  He also reads his poems at 
local churches, libraries, etc.  
 
 
CONGRATULATIONS, Clay! 

 

 
 

 
 
 
Olive Branch Christian Church, 
 
 The Lord blessed me with having a lovely 
birthday with my church family. 
 I would like to take this time to thank 
everyone of you that helped make it so special. 
 Thank you, ladies, for the delicious lunch 
that was served, especially the 100 cupcakes, they 
were so good. 
 The special entertainment was an 
awesome touch, together with the poem “100 
years and counting” by Clay Harrison (he has 
such a great talent in making his words come out 
perfect), and Steve White for his wonderful 
presentation.   
 PS:  As always “Willie” is always 
welcome. 
 Thank you for the lovely cards.  I received 
well over 100 cards and many phone calls 
wishing me a “Happy “Birthday”. 
 I couldn’t have asked for a better 
birthday. 
  
 God Bless Each and Every One of You. 

I Love You All, 
 Ruby Jones 

 
~  ~  ~  ~  ~  ~  ~  ~  ~  ~  ~  ~ 

 
(“Excerpt” from Hospice House, Williamsburg, VA 
letter of May 14, 2013.) 
 
 Hospice House & Support Care of 
Williamsburg gratefully acknowledges the 
receipt of your generosity in the following way:  
$400 on April 25, 2013. 
  
 Thank you. 

 



 

 

 
CLOTHING DISTRIBUTION AT BURNT ORDINARY 

 
 

 
 

Photo by Gustafson 
 
 
 
Emily Dill and Emily Friend were thrilled recently when they distributed over 200 
pieces of clothing at Burnt Ordinary on behalf of Olive Branch Christian Church.  If 
you would like to be a part of this outreach mission, do contact either of these ladies. 
 
 

 
  



 

 

 

       
 

Vacation Bible School is THIS MONTH! 
 

NEW DATES!!! 
 

June 24th-28th, 5:30-8pm 
 

This summer we are going to take our children on a global 
celebration with the look and feel of a world’s fair.  Children will make 
friends with neighbors around the world, including Japan and Australia, 
and discover that God’s love can be found everywhere, including their 
own neighborhoods.   Children will be introduced to special places from 
all over the world and discover that we are all children of God. 

KIDS, be sure to ask your parents or grandparents to help you get 
registered through our OBCC website: www.ob-cc.org (and we will have 
options to handle offline registrations, too).  Look for registration forms 
in the Narthex and Education Building. 

For the PRE-TEENS AND TEENS, there will be a class for you 
again this year as well. We will not be organizing an adult class this year 
so as to keep our focus on YEAR OF THE YOUTH.   And adults:  we 
need your help with tasks from decorating to meals, to leading Bible 
lessons (we have the curriculum) to helping send cards to our VBS 
participants.  Volunteers are encouraged to contact Jessica Morse or 
Christy Jensen, VBS Coordinators, for more information.   We 
appreciate your prayers and support! 

 Jessica:   morsejessm@gmail.com 

 Christy: christyjensen@cox.net

mailto:morsejessm@gmail.com
mailto:christyjensen@cox.net
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A Rainbow of Promise  

 
God is faithful in keeping his promises. 

 We all make promises.  You might 
promise your mother that you will clean your 
room or do your chores.  Or you may promise 
to keep a secret told to you by a friend.  
Sometimes we’re not very good at keeping our 
promises. 
 
 God makes promises, too.  This story is 
about a promise God made to Noah.  Do you 
remember the story of how God sent a great 
flood to destroy the earth because the people 
had become so bad that he destroyed 
everything he had created, except for two of 
every kind of bird and animal and Noah and 
his family?  He spared them because Noah 
was a good man who walked with God. 
 
 After the flood waters went down and 
Noah’s family and all the animals could leave 
the ark, God made a promise to Noah.  He 
promised Noah that he would never again 
destroy the whole earth with a flood.  Then he 
did something to remind Noah of that promise.  
He placed a rainbow in the sky and said to 
Noah, “I have put my rainbow in the sky, and  
it will be a sign of the promise between me 
and all life on the earth.”  God said that every  
time he saw the rainbow, he would remember 
the promise that he made to Noah. 

 
God has kept that promise.  God keeps 

all of his promises.  The next time you see a 
rainbow, remember the promise God made to 
Noah, and remember that just as he has kept 
that promise, he keeps all of his promises.   

 
LET’S PRAY:  Dear Father, we are 
thankful that you are faithful to keep your 
promises.  Help us to be faithful in keeping 
our promises.  Amen. 
 
 
Can you find this story in the Bible?   
Genesis 9:8-17 
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