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Walking Together 
 
“We will walk with each other we will walk hand in 
hand…And together we’ll spread the news that God is 
in our land.” 

In this March newsletter you will find an 
article from Missy Harbour encouraging our 
youth to think about attending summer camp at 
Craig Springs.  I know it seems too early to be 
thinking about summer, let alone camp. It still 
feels like winter!  But the deadline for early 
registration will be in April.  And July is just 
around the bend. 
 Craig Springs is the regional campground 
and conference center for the Christian Church 
(Disciples of Christ) in Virginia.  It is located at the 
base of Pott’s Mountain, in the Blue Ridge 
Mountains province of the Appalachian 
Mountains range. And as hundreds of drivers who 
have transported campers from Southeast Virginia 
can attest, while Craig Springs is not the end of the 
world, you can see it from there. 
 I never attended Craig Springs as a 
camper; however, I served for ten years as a 
counselor. And while each camp differed from 
year to year, some things were constant, such as 
the songs we would sing.  Above I copied the 
words from one of my favorite songs.  I like the 
way it reminds me that our journey through life is 
not one we should walk alone.  As Christians, we 
need the help and support that comes from our 
brothers and sisters in Christ. We need to walk 
with each other, hand in hand, in order to make 

real what Christ has called us to do: to spread the 
news that God is in our land. 
 There is a reason why the church is called a 
community of faith. We are at our best when we 
work toward common goals, when we pray for 
each other, and when we sit together around the 
table of our Lord. It is when we are united in 
purpose that the community of faith is 
empowered. 
 During this time of Lent, seriously think 
about the ways in which Christ is calling us to be 
part of the community of faith, both locally and 
globally. Last year we took some first steps in 
walking with two ministries thousands of miles 
from our church.  In this newsletter we have a 
letter and picture from Michael and Alisa giving a 
report on the work they are doing with orphans in 
the Ukraine.  There are also pictures from Doctors 
Anil and Teresa Henry and the Christian Hospital 
in Mungeli, India.  Be sure to check out our 
website and the video sent this week from our 
own church member, Landa Simmons, on her visit 
to Mungeli. In all these ways and more, the Spirit 
is leading us to walk with each other. Let us 
continue to pray for  the Spirit to use and 
challenge us, so that together we might empower 
our ministries to transform this community and 
our world, by our love, hand in hand. 

Blessings, 
   Richard 

http://www.ob-cc.org/
mailto:obcc1833@gmail.com


 

 

 

 
 

In the excitement of our week to week 
blessings of growing attendance and membership, 
increased fellowship and study, stimulating and 
challenging sermons and heart moving worship 
services, we sometimes overlook the slower paced 
projects that we are working on.  I know that I 
have been distracted from some of them, and will 
make an effort to keep them moving in the coming 
months.  We are making slow but sure progress on 
many of them.  Here is a brief update. 
 Facilities Planning.  A committee is 
contacting and interviewing architectural and 
planning firms to recommend one to help us 
prepare a list of options and costs for renovating, 
expanding or replacing our education building 
and options for renovating the 1925 classroom 
addition to the sanctuary.  The Board and 
congregation will use this information to decide 
upon and prioritize improvements to our facilities. 
 Carryover Funds.  Based on feedback from 
the October Board meeting, the Board will take 
another look at how to use undesignated funds 
that have accumulated from giving that exceeded 
budget and expenses that were less than budget.  
A Wednesday Family Night will be devoted to a 
discussion of scriptural guidance for making those 
decisions.  Any recommendation will come from 
the Board to the congregation. 
 Youth Leader.  The personnel committee 
has renewed the search for potential youth 
leader/youth pastor.  It has been difficult to find a 
qualified person for this part time position.  
Reinforce this effort with your prayers. 
 Enjoy the excitement of our immediate 
blessings but be patient and don’t forget the 
longer term ministries we have underway. 

Andy Bradshaw 
Board Chair 

 

 

 
 

The following scriptures will be used during 
the Sunday worship in March.  The 
bold/underlined passages are the primary  
passages for Pastor Richard’s sermons. 
 
March 3: 1 Corinthians 10:1-13; Isaiah 55:1-9  
March 10: Luke 15:11b-32; Psalm 32:1-7 
March 17: John 12:1-8; Isaiah 43:16-21 
March 24: Luke 19:28-40; Psalm 118:1-2, 19-29 
March 31: Luke 24:1-12; 1 Corinthians 15:19-26 
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Daylight Saving Time BEGINS 
Sunday, March 10th 

 
Set your clocks AHEAD 1 HOUR on Saturday evening 
before retiring for the night, and you’ll be certain to 
arrive at church “on time” Sunday morning. 



 
 

SERVING  IN  MARCH 
 

Elders 
March 3 Bob Schmidt, Donna Perger  
March 10 Hunter Creech, Fred Rothermel 
March 17 Jim Thacker, Kim Riffle 
March 24 Marney Brickhouse, Ralph Hutton 
March 31 Norm Harbour, Missy Harbour 
 

Deacons 
March 3 Abby Matschke, Arnold Cooper 
 Denise Cooper, Barbara Schmidt 
 
March 10 Lucy Hall, Dale Teagle 
 Skip Jensen, Tracey Creech 
 
March 17 Ellen Sullivan, Cleve Wright 
 Michelle Wright, Roy Sullivan 
 
March 24 Don Morse, Mike Ayers 
 Maralyn Carr, Harold McKeel 
 
March 31 Sean Gormus, Lewis Williams 
 Carole Kerr, Dawn Gormus 
 

Acolytes  
March 3 
8:30/11:00 Maggie Sheppard/Ben Lang   
     
March 10 
8:30/11:00 Kelsey Creech/Haley Creech 
 
March 17 
8:30/11:00 Curtis Morse/Lauren Morse 
 
March 24 
8:30/11:00 Zach Cooper/Todd Meadows 
 
March 31 
8:30/11:00 Lauren Ries/Patrick Gormus 

 

Deaconess 
Carole Kerr 

 

Kid’s Club 
March 3 Tracey Hutton  
March 10 Tracie Heslink 
March 17 Edie Larkin 
March 24 Jessica Morse 
March 31 Tonya Meadows 

 
 

HOMEBOUND 
 

Tommy Hoar, Audrey White 
 
Church Family:  Jerry Ainsworth, Pat Allred, Jimmy Allred 
& family, Judy Biggs, Duie Brantley, Tracy Creech, Maddy 
Elam, Judy Eley, Janice Floyd, Jesse Hall, Lucy Hall, Jack 
Heslink, Pastor Bill Howard; Lena Jeffries, Cheryl Johnson, 
Bruce Kerr, Joann Mitchell, Murray & Paulette Moyce, Helen 
Pruitt, Chuck Sheppard, Norma Stockton, Russell & Sarah 
Waid, and Robert Wilkins. 
 
Family and Friends:  The women and men of our Armed 
Forces, David Barrow, Bart & Shari Bartholomew (cousins of 
Janet Fletcher), Jim Bevan, James Leonard Blount (Gertie 
Duke’s son), Holle Bonilla (David & Carol Pitt’s daughter), the 
Butler Family (friends of Don & Jess Morse), Carol Matschke 
Costello, Cheyenne (Roy & Ellen Sullivan’s great niece), 
Missy D’Antuono (Jim & Paul Thacker’s daughter), Betty 
Darline (Gertie Duke’s sister), Kimberly DaSilva, Peggy 
Dickens (Vicki Anderson’s sister), Karen Dutton, Shelton 
Edwards (Vicki Anderson’s nephew), Sean Ewart (Margie 
Hodson’s nephew), Bill Goodrich (Denise Cooper’s Dad), 
Perkins Gormus, Jr. (Sean Gormus’ father), Carrol Hall (Norm 
Hall’s brother), Norma Harrah (Judy Biggs’ cousin), Dale Head 
(friend of Linda Mason), Kelly Hipple, Freddy Hughes (Norm 
Larkin’s Nephew), Bobby Jackson, Sarah Kerr (Bruce & 
Carole Kerr’s granddaughter), Amy King, Craig Knoll, Jimmie 
Kohlman (Susan Kohlman’s father-in-law), Jan McGinnis, Tim 
McKinny (close friend of the Duke’s), William “Tommy” 
McMichael, Marcia Meador (friend of Steve White), Dot 
Menchew (friend of Jim & Paula Thacker), Bob and Betty 
Millican, Donald Morrow, Sr., Bill Norman (friend of Pastor 
Richard), Libby Norris (friend of Cleve Wright), Joyce Parker 
(Judy Eley’s aunt), Don and Linda Patten (friends of Keeta 
Hodson), Bill Perkins, William Phares, Jr. (Debbie John’s son), 
Lisa Pipkin (friend of Missy Harbour), Eddie Ratcliffe, Iris 
Reeder (Nancy Griffith’s sister), John Robins (friend of Steve 
& Linda Garrett), Wilber Rogers (friend of Cleve Wright), 
Doug Samuels, Mark Saulsman, Zeke Scaggs (Marlies 
Brantley’s brother), Roberta Shields (Gene Johnson’s sister), 
Margie Schumacher (Patty Barker’s sister), Dennis Shook 
(Norm Hall’s friend), Vickie Strack (Bob & Gail Key’s 
daughter), Bob Tinklepaugh (Michelle Wright’s brother-in-
law), Aggie Vaughan, Christina Vitek (Irma and Bob 
Gustafson’s granddaughter), Trevor Waite (Ellen Waite’s 
grandson), Thomas Wynne, Dr. James Whittemore, Nathan 
Williams (Clay & Pam Williams’ son), Earl Young (Joann 
Mitchell’s brother), and Millie Young. 

 
(Underlined/bold print indicates new person on the Prayer 
List.) 
 

 NOTE:   Please review the names listed for our ‘Prayer 
Concerns’, and contact the church office if someone’s name is able 
to be removed from the list or if you would like someone’s name 
added. 



 
 

March Events 
 
• 4: CWF Quarterly Meeting & Dinner 
  (6:30 p.m. in the New Fellowship Hall) 
• 19: OBCC Board Meeting (7:00 p.m.)  
• 20: Family Night Dinner, followed by a  
  Musical Program by Emilio Pesante’s 
  School Choir (6:30 p.m. in the New  
  Fellowship Hall) 
• 24: Palm Sunday Worship (8:30 & 11:00 a.m.) 
• 28: Maundy Thursday Worship (7:00 p.m.) 
• 28: Prayer Vigil (beginning at 8:00 p.m. 
  through the 29th at 7:00 p.m.) 
• 29: Good Friday Worship (7:00 p.m.) 
• 31: Easter Worship 

- Sunrise Service (6:30 a.m.), followed by  
 breakfast in the New Fellowship Hall  
- Worship (8:30 a.m.) 
- Sunday School (9:45 a.m.) 
- Worship (11:00 a.m.) 

 
 

 
 

WELCOME NEW MEMBERS 
 
In February 2013 we welcomed in our church 
family… 

• Jeryl Dieleman on February 3rd 
• Chris & Landa Simmons on February 

10th 
 

 

 
 

Dear Olive Branch Church Family, 
Thank you for your prayers for faith and 

healing expressed during my recent illness.  The 
phone calls and cards were certainly appreciated.   
Olive Branch is so loving and generous, and 
shows in all you do for others. 

Blessings to you, 
Jack Heslink 

 
* * * * * * * * * * * *  

 
2/2/13 
 
 A great big “thanks” for your continued 
support of The St. Olaf Food Pantry.  Your weekly 
food contributions are needed and welcome; your 
large cash contribution was a huge surprise, and 
will be a big help. 
 Thanks again for all you do. 

Tony Melzer 
 

* * * * * * * * * * * 
 
 (Portion of a letter received from Williamsburg Area 
Faith in Action; original letter posted on the bulletin 
board in the Educational Building.) 
 
2/8/13 
 
Dear Pastor Cline, 
 Williamsburg Area Faith in Action would 
like to thank Elaine Henk, Carolyn Hunt, 
Christine Jensen, Norm Larkin and Val Mason, 
who are an important part of our 240 member 
team of volunteers.  Volunteers from 40 churches 
helped our 500+ care receivers over 12,000 hours 
in 2012.  With their help, our care receivers are 
transported, given a break from care giving, 
visited with, shopped for, have their homes 
cleaned, and receive help with home repairs, 
paperwork and yard work, with no fee.  Often 
these needs change over time. 
 Thank you for your support, which allows 
us to be flexible in what we offer, but always with 
the same spirit of love and compassion.  We ask 
that you keep our mission, volunteers and are 
receivers in your prayers. 

Sincerely, 
Jeane Moore 

Program Coordinator 

http://www.churchart.com/Subscriber/ViewImages.aspx?keywords=&entry_date=1/1/0001&image_type=,cl,ca,ph,ea,pp,bc&topic_id=57&image_source_id=&page=1
http://www.churchart.com/search/ImageDetail.asp?image_id=3861


 

 
 

Christian Women’s Fellowship 
 

NEWS FROM CWF:  Our first CWF dinner 
meeting for this year will be on Monday, March 
4th at 6:30 pm in the New Fellowship Hall.  We 
invite all to come and bring a covered dish to 
share in a delightful meal.   We are blessed to 
have a wonderful speaker, Ann Hampton, who 
will share her special story and the spiritual 
journey that she has experienced.  I know she will 
touch your heart, so please plan to be there. 

We are so excited to be teaming up with 
fellow Christian ladies to hand-make a beautiful 
quilt, which will be raffled at the fall fashion 
show/luncheon in September.  If you would like 
to join in please give me a call (757-880-2545) or 
call Ellen Sullivan (757-565-1441), who is 
coordinating this endeavor.  I can't sew at all, but 
I can cut, iron, and sort, so as you can see, there is 
plenty to do and the fellowship is wonderful. 

During this Lenten season, Richard said 
rather than just giving up something, we should 
perhaps "GIVE".  What better way to give than 
"service" to the Lord and our fellow man.   Just a 
few suggestions:  call a friend or a neighbor, take 
a meal to a family in need, put flowers on the alter 
in honor or memory of a friend or loved one, help 
a stranger put groceries in their car, reach a 
product on a high shelf for one who is challenged, 
and the easiest one of all, but the one that will 
touch the most hearts, "SMILE".  It is the gift that 
keeps on giving. 

Marney Brickhouse 
CWF President 

 
Tuesday Morning Circle:  The Tuesday circle met 
February 12th at Interlude, with 15 attending.  We 
had a great lunch, with a valentine theme. 
 We would like to welcome our two 
visitors, Peg and Ann, and hope you come again. 
 Elaine once again presented us with a 
great lesson on the Beatitudes, a very interesting 
lesson. 
 We will not be having a March meeting; 
but will join with other CWF ladies for the dinner 

meeting with a covered dish on Monday, March 
4th at 6:30 p.m. in the New Fellowship Hall.  
Come join us and bring your husband and invite 
friends. Our speaker for the evening is Ann 
Hampton, I know you will enjoy her program. 
 Come and join us for food, friendship and an 
interesting speaker.  Hope to see you there. 

Donna Haulsee 
Circle Leader 

 

 
 
March 3: Ronnie & Elaine Henk  
March 10: Keeta Hodson  
March 17: Maralyn Carr 
March 24: Michael Ayers 
March 31: Easter Lilies  
 
 The 2013 Flower Chart is posted on the 
Narthex Bulletin Board.  If you wish to donate 
flowers for the Sanctuary sign up by the 
appropriate week (PLEASE PRINT).  You are asked 
to bring your flowers and place them on the floor 
in front of the communion table by 8:00 a.m. on 
your Sunday. 
 

 
 

MARCH  BIRTHDAYS 
 
 4 Tony Griffin 
 8 Ronnie Henk 
10 Linda Garrett 
12 Marlies Brantley 
16 Carol Pitts 
22 Emily Dill 

Tammy Rutherford 
25 Greg Hammack 
27 Lewis Williams 

             31         Richard Griffin 
 
NOTE:  If your birthday is not listed, and would like it 
included, please contact the church office. 



Update from the 
Program Planning Team Advocates 

 

“The Necessity of Evangelism” 
 

Recently I called one of our church 
members who has been home-bound for a while.  
She shared with me how she had organized some 
folks in her former church to be care-givers to shut-
ins.  She offered that while she can't pay visits 
because of her health issues, she can send cards and 
make phone calls. 
 I was reminded of how much my own 
elderly mother, who resides in a nursing home, 
looks forward to her church's "Care Givers" each 
week.  The names of those serving for the week 
appear in the bulletin that is mailed to her and she 
always tells me who she expects to see during the 
week.  Visits or phone calls are never long, but 
totally light up my mother's day and state of mind.  
It reminds her of a time when she actively served in 
that capacity herself and how this group continues 
to keep her "connected" to her church family. 
 If this sounds like an area of ministry you 
would enjoy, reaching out in Jesus' name with a 
"cup of cool water" (or a few cookies or pieces of 
candy---yep, Mama really likes those!), please e-
mail me at larlousmith@aol.com or 206-1960.  It 
may be easier if two people team up together, but 
the gal I talked to from my mom's church prefers to 
do it alone so she can set her own pace.  Let me 
know what your preference is.  Put your own 
"buddy system" together or I'll try to pair you up 
with someone, if that is your desire. 
 We may not start out with a full slate of 
"Care Givers", but doing something beats the 
alternative!  If you already have some folks you see 
on a fairly regular basis, please let me know that as 
well.  Then I can concentrate on those who get no 
visits.  Together we stand a better chance of making 
ALL our family members feel "connected" to the 
body of Christ.  And we and they will be truly 
blessed. 

Louise Smith 
PPT Evangelism Advocate 

 
 

 
St. Olaf Food Pantry  -  Touching the Lives of 
Those in Quiet Desperation 
 

The Virginia Gazette published an article 
not too long ago entitled Our Homeless.  This article 
described the invisible homeless population of 
Williamsburg and the surrounding areas. The 
stories were all different, but many of those 
described were working people who simply don’t 
earn enough to afford monthly rent or can’t save 
enough for a security deposit.  Living in local 
motels, they pay by the week and struggle to 
provide food for their families.  Many suffer in 
silence not wanting to call attention to their 
situation.   

Please consider a regular donation for the 
food pantry.  A few cans a week can make a big 
difference to our neighbors who are struggling for 
the basic needs of food and shelter.  Canned food 
can be left in the collection baskets found in the 
Sunday school building.  

Thank you,   
Devon and Beth Nease  

 
* * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * 

 

 
  Notes from the Wild Side… 
 
 Well, the year has started off good and bad 
for our youth group.  The good was the chili cook 
off and all the support everyone gave me and my 
kids.  The bad is that my kids seem to be missing.  I 
struggle to find a solution that brings the teens and 
I together on a more regular basis.  I would love to 
see more teens come to youth group and be 
involved with our projects/fun.  This is the year of 
the youth so maybe it’s the starting line for a great 
year.  We currently meet every other Sunday our 
upcoming dates are 3/10, 3/24, 4/7, and 4/21. 

 
CHECK OUT OUR FACEBOOK SITE!! 

Abby Matschke and Courtney Holt 

mailto:larlousmith@aol.com
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It's time to get ready for Summer Camp!! 
  

 
Craig Springs 2013 Camp—ALL  

THINGS NEW 
  

 
Triple camp is for those who have completed 

3rd grades - 12th grades. 
 
 

• 1st Triple camp:    July 21 – 26 
• 2nd Triple camp:  July 28 - Aug 2 

 
 

These camps provide the opportunity to 
have each individual's life cross paths with 
Jesus and other youth from around the region.  
It is a great time to share and strengthen your 
love of our Lord.  If you have any interest in 
registering for camp please let Missy Harbour 
know by April 1, 2013. 

 

 
 

 
 
 
 

 

      Vacation 
Bible School is just a 
few months away!    

NEW DATES!!! 
This summer we are going to take our children on a 
global celebration with the look and feel of a 
world’s fair. Children will make friends with 
neighbors around the world and discover that 
God’s love can be found everywhere, including 
their own neighborhoods. Children will be 
introduced to special places from all over the world 
and discover that we are all neighbors and all 
children of God. 

KIDS, be sure to ask your parents or grandparents 
to SAVE THE NEW DATE:  June 24th - 28th, 5:30-
8:00 p.m.  Registration will start in late April and 
like last year, will take place online through our 
OBCC website (and we will have options to handle 
offline registrations, too).  For the TEENS, there 
will be a class for you again this year as well. 

Feel free to contact Jessica Morse or Christy 
Jensen, VBS Coordinators for more information. 

• Jessica:  morsejessm@gmail.com 

• Christy:  christyjensen@cox.net 

 

 

mailto:morsejessm@gmail.com
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Pastor (‘jester’) Richard “calling” Bingo after our  
Shrove Tuesday Pancake Supper on Tuesday, February 12th. 

 
 

 
 

Olive Branch’s “Youth Chimers” playing the bell chimes during worship on 
Sunday, February 17th.   Their musical offerings were Jesus Loves Me and Simple Gifts. 

 
Participants are (left-to-right):    

front row— Haley Creech, Sarah Allred and Emily Lang 
  back row— Kelsey Creech, Lauren Morse, Kayla Walker, Curtis Morse, Bryant Walker,  
          Logan Parsons, and Corey Williams. 
Director, Irma Gustafson 
Photo by Dennis Williams 
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Hello dear Pastor Richard & Olive Branch Church! 
 

It's almost 3 months as we left the USA. Our team has been ministering to the kids for all this time.  We made a 
Christmas celebration for orphans & kids from dysfunctional families.  Before we had 3 kids & now we have two more - 
brother and sister. 

 
All the kids’ names & ages are:  Maxim - 13 years old; Anja - 17 years old; Vika - 16 years old; Valik - 7 years old; 

Masha - 3 years old. We have couple of pictures we are sending to you & some more pictures are to arrive soon.  
 
We did a lot of repair works of the refuge house/shelter lately.  Right now the biggest need we have is food & 

some clothing. 
 
It is very, very cold in Ukraine right now, lots of snow, ice & frost.  Alisa got very sick - some kind of serious 

infection.  Mark has got cough & also some infection. We are sending a picture of him!  We are at the hospitals almost 
every day. 

 
We will send you more pictures as soon as the situation gets better.  Thank you for your understanding.  Please, 

pray for us & for our ministry & say hi to your congregation!! 
 
If some people from your church would like to go on a mission trip & help us - we would LOVE to have them!!   

Thank you once again for your willing to help us!!    
Impact of Love Ministries, Ukraine  
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News from Mungeli, India 
 

The Mungeli Mission today is a hospital 
with 120 beds, 200 staff, 5 doctors, and serves 
over 30,000 out-patients annually.  When Anil 
and Teresa Henry first arrived at the hospital, 
they found the buildings in shambles, 
encroached upon by vegetation and animals. 
Monkeys considered the roofs and buildings 
their playgrounds.  It was monsoon season and 
their house had no roof.  The campus was almost 
completely dark except for three bare light bulbs 
on the corners of one building.  There were no 
screens.  Snakes and mosquitoes were 
everywhere.  There were no phone systems, 
mattresses, or linens.  But today the hospital has 
been modernized, the school for children 
revitalized, and this year the school of nursing 
had its first capping ceremony.  

This is a mission project of Global 
Ministries, a partnership between the Christian 
Church (Disciples of Christ) and the United 
Church of Christ.  Our contributions to Basic 
Mission Finance help support this project.  And 
Landa Simmons, a member of our church, has 
been visiting the hospital during February.  
Below are some pictures she has taken of the 
capping ceremony and one of the babies this 
hospital helps to safely deliver. 

Go to www.ob-cc.org to see a video sent 
from Landa showing morning prayers. 

 

 
 

2nd class of nurses receives their caps. 
End of first semester of classes--ready to begin clinical 
experience in the wards.  Nursing school is 3 1/2 years 
followed by 2 years service to the hospital. 

 
 

Lots of babies saved here. 
 
The women who come here have had "home trial" 
and also may have tried at a government hospital.  
Many times the hospital performs a c-section 
within 20 minutes of their arrival in order to save a 
life. Eclampsia, full onset, is not unusual due to 
poor nutrition and lack of prenatal care. 
 

 
 

 
 

Christina Saadeh was a counselor to our Youth Group 
on their Mission Trip last year.  She later came and 
spoke to us during a Sunday Luncheon and we were 
so impressed with her love for Jesus and her great 
desire to share Him with others.  I have continued to 
correspond with her over this past year and am now a 
Prayer Partner to one of  her students, Gabo Nkoley.  If 
anyone is interested in having a prayer partner with 
one of her students, you can email Christina at 
csaadeh@udel.edu.  At any rate, please pray with and 
for Christina and all the concerns of her heart.  Thanks. 

Louise Smith 

http://www.ob-cc.org/
mailto:csaadeh@udel.edu


 

Surprise! It's 
Empty!  

 

Jesus Is Alive! 
Early in the morning, on the Sunday 

after Jesus was crucified, two women (Mary 
and Mary Magdalene) went to the grave 
where Jesus had been buried. As they were 
just about at the tomb the earth suddenly 
shook and an angel came down from 
heaven, and rolled away the stone at the 
entrance of the tomb.  The women looked 
at each other and rubbed their eyes, they 
couldn't believe what they had seen, 
because it was very early in the morning, 
and they were still a little sleepy.  The 
angel was so bright, almost as bright as 
lightning.  His clothes were as white as 
snow.   They were surprised to find an 
empty grave and wondered what had 
happened to Jesus. 

While they were wondering about 
this, suddenly, two angels in dazzling bright 
clothes appeared to the two women. Now 
they were not only surprised -- they were 
also afraid. The angels spoke to the women  
and said, "Why are you looking for the 
living among the dead? Jesus is not here, 
he has risen just as he told you he would."  
Come and see for yourself, the tomb is 
empty." 

When the women heard these words, 
they remembered that Jesus had told them 

that he would be crucified, but that he 
would rise again on the third day. Now they 
were no longer surprised at finding an 
empty grave. Then the angel spoke again, 
"If you want to find Jesus He's on his way 
to Galilee." 
  So the women hurried away, to tell 
his disciples and everyone else what they 
had seen.  They didn't know what to feel, 
they had been so sad that Jesus was dead 
and now they were so excited He was 
alive!  They just knew they had to find 
Jesus, and they had to tell the disciples the 
good news. 

As they were running down the path 
they turned a corner, and there was Jesus.  
"Greetings," He said.  The ladies fell at His 
feet and worshiped him.  Then Jesus said to 
them, "Do not be afraid.  Go and tell my 
disciples to come to Galilee, that is where 
they will see me."  

The disciples came to Galilee, and 
had heard by this time that Jesus was 
alive.  They were sitting around talking 
about it, when Jesus walked into the room 
and said to them, "Peace be with you."  The 
disciples immediately stopped talking.  
Even though they had heard He was alive, 
they were shocked to see Him standing 
there with them. 

Jesus said to them, "Why do you like 
at me like you've just seen a ghost?  Why 
don't you believe what you're seeing?  Look 
at the scars in my hands and feet.  It is 
really me!  Touch me and see; I am not a 
ghost but a real person." 

The disciples’ mouths were open in 
amazement because they still didn't know 
what to think.  They were so full of joy, and 
yet it was so impossible.  Jesus understood 
what they were thinking, so He said, "This 
is what I told you would happen, that 
everything must happen that has already 
been written in the Bible." 

The best reason we have to be happy 
today is that the grave is empty, Jesus is 
alive, and he loves us very much! That is 
what we celebrate on Easter Sunday! 
 

LET’S PRAY:  Dear God.  Thank You 
that You sent Your Son, Jesus, to die 
for our sins. Thank You that He arose 
from the dead and is now living; and 



because He lives, we can have eternal 
life.  We praise you!  Jesus has risen -- 
just as he said he would!  Amen. 

 

Can you find this story in the Bible? 

Matthew 28:1 - 10 
Mark 16:1 - 7  
Luke 24:1 - 12 
John 20:1 - 18  

 

He is not here!  
He has risen!  

 

Can you find you way to the empty 
tomb? 

 
 
 

 
 

 



 
 

 
 

 
 

 

 
 
 

Easter is Really for Jesus 
 

Easter is not just for the bunny, 
With goodies and treats that he brings. 
Easter is when the church celebrates 
And alleluia is the song that we sing! 

 
Easter is really for Jesus, 

Who died and then rose from the dead. 
We must always remember the love Jesus 

showed 
And all of the things that He said. 

 
So, remember this Easter when you go to 

Church, 
And this message you tell everyone. 

That Easter is all about Jesus 
And the bunny and treats are just fun! 
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receive our newsletter, 
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              office. 
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