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The Church That Eats Together Stays Together 
(February 2013) 

 
Like many of you, I grew up hearing the 

saying, “the family that prays together stays 
together.” Believing in the incredible power of 
prayer to transform lives, I fully support the need of 
couples and families to set aside a time to pray with 
and for others. Recently I ran across a derivative of 
this saying, which goes like this: “the family that 
eats together stays together.” As families feel pulled 
in dozens of different directions, towards work, 
school activities, spending time with friends, church 
fellowship, study, and worship evenings, empty 
spots can appear at the dining table. The absence of 
family mealtime can create a void in our 
relationships with each other, as we no longer have 
the occasion to catch up and find out what is going 
on with children and spouses, or to ask questions 
and discuss life issues.  

Coming together to share food and family 
time is important for churches, too. Olive Branch 
figured that out long ago. We believe that the 
church that eats together stays together. After all, 
gathering and eating together has been part of 
Christianity since its inception. Eating meals 
together was pivotal in building community. The 
very first officers in the early church were deacons, 
appointed by the Apostles to be in charge of food 
distribution. The Deacons’ job was to make sure 
everyone received a fair share. Eating together also 
meant that people prayed and worshiped together.  
 

 
And as disciples we gather around the Lord’s 
Table every Sunday, sharing the bread and the 
cup together in unity. 

February will have two important 
opportunities to eat together. The first is 
Shrove Tuesday on February 12. Sometimes 
referred to as ‘Fat Tuesday,’ in the English 
tradition of the church it was the day of eating 
pancakes, suggested by the need to use up the 
eggs and fat in the home which were 
prohibited as part of one’s diet during the forty 
days of Lent.  We will gather in the New 
Fellowship Hall to feast on pancakes and 
bacon, and then celebrate our own Mardi Gras 
with bingo and prizes. And as good as last 
year’s prizes were, this year’s will be 
incredible! And it is free! (But donations are 
welcomed!) Come join the fun at 6:30. 
 Then on February 13 we will observe 
the start of Lent with our Ash Wednesday 
Service. This year’s service will be held in the 
New Fellowship Hall, as we start at 6:30 with a 
simple meal of soup and bread, followed by a 
worship service with the imposition of ashes. 
The ashes remind us of God’s condemnation of 
sin, as God said to Adam, “Dust you are and to 
dust you shall return.” They also symbolize 
cleansing and renewal, for in ancient times 
they were used in the absence of soap. And 
finally the ashes remind us of our own the 
shortness of life and our mortality, for as we 
are buried the words are said, “earth to earth, 
ashes to ashes, dust to dust.” 
 Join your church family at the dinner 
table this month. Your place will be waiting. 
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Blessings, 
Richard 

 
 

One of the many blessings from last year is 
the increasing number of families with children that 
have come to Olive Branch.  This is an answer to 
our prayers for a growing youth ministry.  We are 
going to build on that success in 2013 with a church 
wide focus on our youth. 
 There are three things every member can do 
as part of this emphasis.  Each member can pray for 
those who are personally involved in youth 
ministry at Olive Branch including our nursery 
attendants, our youth leaders, our youth Sunday 
School teachers, our youth choir leaders.  They need 
to be sustained by our payers.  Each member can 
pray that we will find a youth minister in 2013.  We 
have budgeted for this position for several years 
and we have searched diligently for the right 
person to fill it.  Perhaps the time is right for God to 
lead a youth minister to Olive Branch.  Each 
member can identify one of our youth to personally 
get to know and encourage.  Greet that one by name 
each Sunday; pray for that one daily; encourage that 
one to attend Sunday School, Craig Spring Camp or 
other church youth activities.  By knowing our 
youth on a personal basis, we will become more 
aware of how to minister to them. 

Andy Bradshaw 
Board Chair 

 
 

 
 

The following scriptures will be used during the 
Sunday worship in February.  The underlined passages are 
the primary passages for Pastor Richard’s sermons. 
 
February 3: I Corinthians 1-13; Jeremiah 1:4-10 
February 10: II Corinthians 3:12-4:2; Exodus 34:29-35 
February 17: Luke 4:1-13; Deuteronomy 26:1-11 

February 24: Philippians 3:17-4:1; Genesis 15:1-12, 17-18 
 

 
 

GET READY FOR SHROVE TUESDAY! 
 

New Orleans may have its Fat Tuesday, but 
Olive Branch has its famous Shrove Tuesday 
Pancake Dinner and Bingo Night!   

Mark your calendars now for Tuesday, 
February 12th, at 6:30 p.m. 
 
 
 
 

 
 

Our Ash Wednesday Service will be held 
this year in the New Fellowship Hall, beginning 
with soup and bread at 6:30 p.m., followed by the 
imposition of ashes worship service. 

This day begins the season of Lent, a time 
of 40 days (not counting Sundays), with the 
imposition of ashes on the foreheads of the 
faithful. The mark of the cross is made with these 
words from Genesis:  “Remember that you are 
dust, and to dust you shall return.” The ashes are 
made from the palm branches used from last year’s 
Palm Sunday service, and serve to remind us of 
our mortality and our ultimate dependence upon 
the grace of God as revealed through Jesus Christ 
our Lord. This is a come as you are service, and 
serves as a stark contrast between the joy of Shrove 
Tuesday and the memory of Christ’s journey to 
Jerusalem and the cross on Golgotha.  Let Ash 
Wednesday be the beginning of your personal 
Lenten journey and a time of spiritual self-
reflection.   
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* Please note that there will not be a Family Night 
Gathering on Ash Wednesday. 

 
 

SERVING  IN  FEBRUARY 
 

Elders 
 

February 3 Marney Brickhouse, Ralph Hutton  
February 10 Jim Thacker, Kim Riffle 
February 17 Norm Harbour, Missy Harbour 
February 24 Sheila Yeatts, Doug Dill 
 

Deacons 
 
February 3 Harold McKeel, Don Morse,  
 Mike Ayers, Maralyn Carr 
February 10 Roy Sullivan, Ellen Sullivan, 
 Cleve Wright, Michelle Wright 
February 17 Dawn Gormus, Sean Gormus, 
 Lewis Williams, Carole Kerr 
February 24 Danny Pitts, Elna Pitts, 
 Val Mason, Emily Friend 
 

Acolytes  
 
February 3  
8:30/11:00 Curtis Morse, Lauren Morse   
 

February 10  
8:30/11:00 Justin Cooper, Todd Meadows  
 

February 17  
8:30/11:00 Lauren Ries, Patrick Gormus 
 

February 24 
8:30/11:00 Kayla Walker, Emily Lang 
 

Deaconess 
 

Edie Larkin 
 
 

Kid’s Club 
 
February 3 Jess Morse  
February 10 Edie Larkin 
February 17 Tonya Meadows 

February 24 Marney Brickhouse 
 

 
 

HOMEBOUND 
Tommy Hoar and Audrey White 

 
Church Family:  Jerry Ainsworth, Pat Allred, Jimmy 
Allred & family, Judy Biggs, Duie Brantley, Tracy 
Creech, Maddy Elam, Judy Eley, Janice Floyd, Jesse Hall, 
Lucy Hall, Jack Heslink, Lena Jeffries, Cheryl Johnson, 
Bruce Kerr, Joann Mitchell, Eliza Jane Morse, Murray & 
Paulette Moyce, Helen Pruitt, Chuck Sheppard, Norma 
Stockton, Roy Sullivan, Richard and Barbara Thiel, 
Russell & Sarah Waid, and Robert Wilkins. 
Family and Friends:  The women and men of our Armed 
Forces, David Barrow, Jim Bevan, James Leonard Blount 
(Gertie Duke’s son), Holle Bonilla (David & Carol Pitt’s 
daughter), the Butler Family (friends of Don & Jess 
Morse) Carol Matschke Costello, Betty Darline (Gertie 
Duke’s sister), Kimberly DaSilva, Peggy Dickens (Vicki 
Anderson’s sister), Karen Dutton, Scott Edwards, Shelton 
Edwards (Vicki Anderson’s nephew), Bill Goodrich 
(Denise Cooper’s Dad), Perkins Gormus, Jr. (Sean 
Gormus’ father), Carrol Hall (Norm Hall’s brother), Dale 
Head (friend of Linda Mason), Kelly Hipple, Freddy 
Hughes (Norm Larkin’s Nephew), Bobby Jackson, Sarah 
Kerr (Bruce & Carole Kerr’s granddaughter), Amy King, 
Craig Knoll, Jimmie Kohlman (Susan Kohlman’s father-
in-law), Jan McGinnis, Tim McKinny (close friend of  the 
Duke’s), Dot Menchew (friend of Jim & Paula Thacker), 
Bob and Betty Millican, Donald Morrow, Sr., Bill 
Norman (friend of Pastor Richard), Libby Norris (friend 
of Cleve Wright), Joyce Parker (Judy Eley’s aunt), Don 
and Linda Patten (friends of Keeta Hodson), Bill Perkins, 
William Phares, Jr. (Debbie John’s son), Lisa Pipkin 
(friend of Missy Harbour), Eddie Ratcliffe, Iris Reeder 
(Nancy Griffith’s sister), John Robins (friend of Steve & 
Linda Garrett), Wilber Rogers (friend of Cleve Wright), 
Doug Samuels, Mark Saulsman, Zeke Scaggs (Marlies 
Brantley’s brother), Roberta Shields (Gene Johnson’s 
sister), Margie Schumacher (Patty Barker’s sister), Dennis 
Shook (Norm Hall’s friend), Vickie Strack (Bob & Gail 
Key’s daughter), Bob Tinklepaugh (Michelle Wright’s 
brother-in-law), Christina Vitek (Irma and Bob 
Gustafson’s granddaughter), Trevor Waite (Ellen Waite’s 
grandson), Ben Wood (coworker of Margie Hodson), 
Thomas Wynne, Dr. James Whittemore, Nathan Williams 
(Clay & Pam Williams’ son), Earl Young (Joann 
Mitchell’s brother), and Millie Young. 

 (Underlined bold print indicates new person on the Prayer List.) 
NOTE:   Please review the names listed for our ‘Prayer Concerns’, 
and contact the church office if someone’s name is able to be 
removed from the list or if you would like someone’s name added. 



 

 

 
 

Christian Women’s Fellowship 
 
 

The Tuesday Morning Circle:  The Tuesday 
Morning Circle met January 8th at Interlude with 
nine members, two guests and two honorary 
members attending.  We missed those who could 
not attend; hurry and come next month for food, 
fellowship and bible study.  We all enjoyed a 
delicious lunch and great fellowship. 

Upcoming events:   We will be starting on a 
quilt for the Fall Fashion Show; check your email 
for when this project will begin.  Lots of “hands” 
are needed!  Will you help?  

Elaine Henk started a new study…The 
Beatitudes.  This will be an interesting study; come 
join us. 

Our next meeting will be February 11th at 
Interlude at 11:45 a.m. 

Happy New Year 
Donna Haulsee 

 
 

 

 
 

VALENTINE’S DINNER 
 

Jim Anderson’s Disciples Men Bible Class 
will host a Valentine’s Dinner on Monday, February 
11th, at 5:00 p.m. at Food for Thought Restaurant, 
located on Route 60.  “Singles” are welcome, and 
are encouraged to attend.  A rose will be given to all 
ladies present.  

A “Sign-up Sheet is posted on the bulletin 
board in the Narthex.  Questions?  Contact Norm 
Larkin (258-1439). 

February Birthdays 
 

 
 

02 James Anderson 
08 Charles Pruitt 

Barbara Thiel 
09 Andy Bell 
11 Madison Elam 
13 Kelsey Creech 
16        Bob Schmidt 
17        Barbara Nicholson 
22 Doug Haulsee 

 23 Barbara Schmidt 
25 Virginia Dare Waltrip 
26 Rosa Griffin 
27 W.  Steve Garrett 
28 Tracey Hutton 
 David Waltrip, Jr. 
29 Dick Ivy 

 
 
 

 
 

WELCOME NEW MEMBERS 
 
In December 2012 we welcomed Dean Farr and 

Joann Mitchell. 
 
In January 2013 we welcomed Joshua Fulgham and 

John & Sarah Savage 
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Update from the 
Program Planning Team Advocates 

 
Program Planning Team 

 
Thanks to all of those who faithfully plan 

the activities and events for Olive Branch.  We are 
truly blessed with a unique group of servants.  The 
planning team kicked off 2013 by setting dates for 
our major events for the coming year.   

Our Program Planning Team Advocates are: 
 
Carolyn Hunt     Outreach and Mission 
Sean Gormus         Membership 
Christy Jensen/Missy Harbour     Children’s Education 
Norm Larkin                Adult Education 
Louise Smith            Evangelism 
Susan Kohlman                Worship 
 

The PPT, in coordination with the church 
leadership, has designated 2013 as the “Year of the 
Youth”.  We have talked a great deal over the years 
of our need to improve our programs for our youth.  
Sunday School, Chi Rho, CYF, VBS and Kid’s Club 
are all programs that need increased emphasis and 
commitment.  Over the next month we will be 
laying out a plan for events and activities that will 
focus on our youth.  We will look at ideas for 
intergenerational activities to get more of the 
congregation to know our youth, try once again to 
hire a Youth Director and many other ideas.  Please 
contact Christy Jensen, Missy Harbour, Pastor 
Richard, Andy Bradshaw, or myself if you have 
ideas for enhancing the youth programs.   

Our Sunday School teachers and youth 
leaders are doing a magnificent job of preparing 
lessons and planning activities for our young 
people.  However, improving these programs will 
require involvement and commitment from more  
than just the few who are working directly with the 
youth.  For us to achieve success I believe we 
should accept the fact “It Takes a Church”.  
Everyone has a role to play.  It may be praying for 
the programs and the leaders or assisting with Kid’s 
Club or preparing snacks or a meal.   

Please pray for the “Year of the Youth” and 
all who will work to make this a success.   

 
Jim Hunt 

Chair 
 

World Outreach and Mission 
 
When I was a child sitting in a Disciples 

Church with my sister and my parents, I remember 
an offering being received that was called, “One 
Great Hour of Sharing’ (or something close to 
that).  Today we call it the “Week of Compassion”.  
This offering is used for disasters within and 
outside the US.  It is used to educate and teach 
people to utilize their land for crops and to purify 
their water supply, as well as medical help plus 
many other ways.   

When we give to the “Week of 
Compassion” we experience the joy of not only 
because it is a blessing to give back what we have 
been given, but our offerings literally change lives.  
The dates for receiving this offering are February 
17 and February 24, 2013. 

Last year our WOC offering was $2,368.55.  
Let’s do even better for 2013. 

Carolyn Hunt 
 

OBCC Offerings for 2012 
 

Week of 
Compassion 

February  $2,368.55 

Easter April $2,098.05 
Mother’s Day 
(Blankets) 

May $   810.00 

Pentecost May $1,085.00 
Father’s Day 
(Tools) 

June $   870.00 

Reconciliation September/
October 

$   505.00 

Thanksgiving  November $1,001.00 
Christmas December $3,188.00 

 
“The Necessity of Evangelism” 

 
Because I have often heard from Christians, 

"I don't know what my Spiritual Gifts are", I asked 
neighborhood Prayer/Study Group if they would 
like to do a study on that subject.  I told them 
about a C.W.F. study from 2001-02 entitled "Many 
Gifts-One Body" and they were eager to do it.  This 
past week our lesson included a fable which 
started out, of course, with "Once upon a time...."  
Seems three of Satan's apprentice devils were 
coming to earth to finish their apprenticeships.  
Their plans were to tempt and ruin humans (isn't 
that how Satan works?).  One said that he would 
tell people that there is no God.  Satan said that 



 

 

would not delude many because people know 
there is a God.  The next one thought he'd tell folks 
that there is no hell, to which Satan responded, 
"You will deceive no one that way, humans know 
even now that there is a hell for sin."  The third one 
came upon the bright idea of saying, "There is NO 
hurry.  Just take your time."  Boy, did ole Satan like 
that idea.  "Go!" he said, "You will ruin thousands 
upon thousands with that!" 

Isn't that how we sometimes operate, 
thinking we have plenty of time to share the Gospel 
with those around us?   This truly hit home with my 
neighbors this week as one 72 year old neighbor 
died suddenly.  We wondered if, perhaps, there 
was someone that John had intended to share the 
Good News with but thought he had plenty of time 
to do it.  Do you have friends or loved ones that you 
have not felt bold enough to talk to about Jesus?  
Trust God to give you words or actions that will 
touch the hearts of those you want to witness to.  
He promised not to leave us alone so He placed His 
Spirit within us to enable us to work on His behalf 
in the world.  Jesus tells us to "Go" so that through 
us, thousands upon thousands may hear the Truth.  

Please join our Monday Morning Prayer 
Group in praying for our church's families, 
especially the children.  Let us make ourselves 
available to encourage and nurture these little ones 
that God has assigned to us for seed-planting, 
fertilizing, and watering.  After all, God has given 
us the Spiritual Gifts to grow the body of Christ.  As 
He reaps the harvest, we will receive a blessing for 
our faithfulness and obedience. 

I love you, in Jesus' name, 
Louise Smith 

PPT Evangelism Advocate 
 
 

 
 

Notes from the Wild Side…! 
 

What a huge success the chili cook-off 
was, thank you to all of you that made chili.  
Without your great chili we would not be able to 
have this fun time.  We raised over $1,000.00 for 

our youth.  Thank you to everybody that helped 
with set-up and clean-up.  I really appreciated 
your help as most of my teens were out of town.  
Also if you have anything in the upstairs "bride's 
room", and you want it, please remove your item 
by the 10th of February.  This is now the CYF 
meeting room and we will be fixing it up for the 
teens.  Any items in the room after the 10th will 
be either discarded or put away for the spring 
yard sale. 
 We will be meeting on 2/10, 2/24, 3/10 
and 3/24.   
 

CHECK OUT OUR FACEBOOK SITE!! 
  

Abby Matschke and Courtney Holt 
 
 

 
 

Beth Nease, 2013 Chili Cook-Off Winner! 
 

 



 

 

 
 

 
FLAT SHEETS ARE NEEDED 

 (any size  –  any color) 
 
If anyone would like to donate flat sheets to 

the handchime/handbell choirs, contact Irma 
Gustafson.  We will sew these into cases for the 
foam padding on our table tops. 

Irma Gustafson 
 
 
 

 

 
 
            My thanks to the Bell Choir for all of their 
hard work preparing Holiday music as witnessed 
by the congregation on December 23rd!  We are now 
working on music for the second half of our season.  
Practices are on Thursday nights at 7:00.  We do 
have a good time and enjoy the fellowship and the 
music!   

The bells are in desperate need of 
refurbishing as two octaves were purchased in 1981 
and the third octave in 1989.  We are looking into 
what will be involved and the monetary cost.  
While the bells are gone, we will continue to 
practice on the chimes.   

Thank you to the congregation for all of 
your support and thank you to the Bell Choir for 
supporting me in my efforts to direct! 

Regards, 
Bob Schmidt 

 
 

 
 

February 3rd: AVAILABLE 
February 10th: David & Diana Love 
February 17th: Robert & Debbie Wilkins 
February 24th: AVAILABLE 
 
 NOTE:  The 2013 Flower Chart is posted on the 
Narthex Bulletin Board.  If you wish to donate flowers for the 
Sanctuary, sign up by the appropriate week (PLEASE PRINT).  
You are asked to bring your flowers and place them on the floor 
in front of the communion table by 8:00 a.m. on your chosen 
Sunday. 
 
 

 

 
 
 
Feeding a Multitude in Partnership with the St. 
Olaf Food Pantry:  
 
"We have here only five loaves of bread and two 
fish," Mathew 14:17  
 
The feeding of the five thousand is a story we grew 
up with in Sunday School.  I remember the flannel 
boards and getting to add a picture from the story 
when it was my turn.  
Jesus asks His disciples where they would get food 
for the people. The disciples responded not with 
what they had available, but by stating what they 
didn’t have.  Just like the twelve, I am often aware of 
the needs of others around me, yet I do not respond 
with what I have been blessed with, I respond by 
telling God what I don’t have to give.  During this 
month of February let’s all bring just a few loaves 
and fish and ask God’s blessings on what we have 
to give, that it might feed a multitude. 

In his love,  
Beth and Devon Nease 
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Received from Housing Partnerships: 
 
 On behalf of Housing Partnerships, Inc., I would 
like to thank you and your congregation for the donation 
in the amount of $200.00. 
 Housing Partnerships works to improve 
substandard housing conditions for local elderly, 
disabled and low-income families by making essential 
repairs to their homes.   Typical projects include 
repairing unsafe porches and steps, repairing leading 
roofs, repairing water damaged ceilings and floors, 
painting, plumbing and building ramps. 
 We appreciate your support in helping HPI 
continue to help our neighbors in need.  Without the 
support of the community with donations and 
volunteers this could not be accomplished. 
 Again, thank you for your support in this special 
way. 

Sincerely, 
Michele Mixner DeWitt 

Board Chair 
 
 

Received from Angels of Mercy Medical Clinic: 
 
 Thank you very much for your prayers and 
generous financial support that have kept Angels of 
Mercy operating through 2012. 
 Your support of our mission is needed now more 
than ever since more than a million Virginians do not 
have health insurance.  Many have neglected their health 
for years.  Despite challenges we have been able to 
improve clinical outcomes as well as increase the number 
of patients that we serve by 35% in the last three years. 
 While demand for our services increases, 
donations from individuals have dwindled by 40% since 
2008.  We need your support more than ever before.  If 
you have already made a tax deductible contribution to 
Angels of Mercy this year, thank you.  If you plan to 
give, we will use that money to meet the ever increasing 
patient demands. 
 Thank you again for your past contributions that 
have enabled us to celebrate 15 award-winning years of 
service to the community and for your continued 
commitment to our mission. 
 

Sincerely, 
Jeff Black 

Program Manager 

 
 

 FINALLY!   The new directory is now 
available.   Pick up a copy for your family in the 
Church Narthex. 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 I would like to add a “new topic” as a 
monthly article for “The Olive Branch”, and am 
looking for someone to volunteer for this effort. 
 This would include interviewing one of 
our church family, and including a bit about their 
life, and also include a picture (hopefully). 
 If you are interested in volunteering, 
please call the church office at  566-8077, or email 
me at  obcc1833@gmail.com. 

 Pat Dressler 
Church Secretary 

 
 
 
Monday, February 18th 

 
(Office Closed) 
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Hey, Kids!!  This is YOUR page in “The Olive 
Branch”, and will be included in each newsletter. 
 

Children’s Story  

Fishing for People  
 

Do you enjoy fishing? Have you ever caught 
a fish? Fishing is a great sport, and if you have ever 
been fishing and have caught a fish, you know that 
there is a great feeling of excitement when you 
catch a fish. One of the things that makes fishing 
such a great sport is that it doesn't matter if you are 
young or old or if you are a girl or a boy -- you can 
still be good at fishing. 

What does it take to be good at catching 
fish? First of all, you need to have the right 
equipment.  You can't just get piece of string, put a 
hook on it, and tie it on the end of a stick and expect 
to catch very many fish, can you?  No!  You will 
need a rod and reel.  The next thing you need to 
know is that you can't sit around talking with your 
friends about fishing or reading fishing magazines 
and expect to catch any fish.  You have to go where 
the fish are to catch fish.  Finally, if you want to be 
good at fishing, you must learn patience. Sometimes 
the fish just aren't biting.  

One day Jesus was walking along the 
seashore when he saw two brothers named Peter 
and Andrew. Jesus knew that they made their 
living by fishing, so he called out to them, "Follow 
me, and I will show you how to fish for people!"  
Do you know what they did?  They laid down their 
fishing nets and followed Jesus. 

Jesus wants you and me to fish for people 
too. That means that he wants us to tell others about 
what he has done for us and what he wants to do 
for them. What does it take to be a fisher of people? 

First, we need to have the right equipment. 
We need to know what the Bible teaches and learn 
how to share it with others. 

Next, we need to remember that we can't 
just sit around reading the Bible and talking about 

fishing for people and expect to bring them to 
Jesus. We have to go out where the people are and 
tell them about Jesus. 

Finally, we must learn patience. Everybody 
we tell about Jesus isn't going to believe. Some 
people just won't be interested, but we can't give 
up. We just have to keep telling people about Jesus, 
and let Jesus take care of the rest. If we will do 
these things, we can really become “fishers of 
people” like Jesus wants us to be. If you think there 
is a great feeling of excitement in catching a fish, 
just imagine how exciting it must be to bring 
someone to Jesus! 

 
LET US PRAY:  Dear Jesus, help us to become 
fishers of people. Help us to tell others what you 
have done for us -- and what you want to do for 
them.  Amen. 
 

Jesus called out to them, "Come, be my 
disciples, and I will show you how to fish for 
people!"   Mark 1:17  
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