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From Norge to Bethlehem in 21 Days:  As you can see from the picture above, the grounds of 
Olive Branch Christian Church looked different this Christmas.  Thanks to the efforts of so many, the 
Bethlehem stable was recreated and a live nativity presented to the community on Christmas Eve.  We had 
youth and adults portraying the Biblical figures from the birth of Jesus; we had live animals, we had hot cider 
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and chocolate, as well as cookies, and firepits to 
stand beside for warmth.  The response from the 
community was wonderful, as parents stopped 
with their children, and cars slowed down as 
they passed the church.  After an absence of 15 
years, it was good to see our nativity return 
home. 
 There are so many to thank, from the 
people who braved the cold and light rain to 
stand as still as possible, to the carpenters and 
electricians who built and wired the stable, to the 
costume magicians who managed to find just the 
right attire, to the cooks in the kitchen and the 
individuals who made the treats, to the greeters 
who handed out the Christmas Story, to the ones 
who kept the fires going, to the ones who 
acquired the banners and the large electrical 
roadside signs for promotion, and to the men 
and women who volunteered their live animals 
and took care of them.  It was all possible thanks 
to you! 
 I have learned a wonderful lesson 
centered around this nativity: never 
underestimate what can be done to glorify God 
when Christ’s disciples work together!  The very 
first meeting for this nativity took place on 
December 3.  Twenty-one days later, we had 
what is seen in the picture.  From Norge to 
Bethlehem in 21 days!  As Jesus said, 
“Everything is possible for him who believes.” 
As the community of faith, this is one lesson we 
should never forget! 
 Which leads to a good question at the 
start of a new year: just what will God lead us to 
do next? 

May God continue to bless us as we work 
together to glorify the Lord in 2013! 

Blessings, 
Richard 

 

 
 
Ann and I are deeply thankful for every 

card and gift we have received this Christmas. 
We are especially grateful and humbled by the 
Love Gift you presented us in church on the 
Sunday before Christmas. Olive Branch has been 
such a special blessing to our family! Thank you 
for allowing me to be your pastor and friend! 
  

Ann, Richard, Joe, Noel, and Taylor 

 
 

How do you say thank you?  I’ve thought 
about that a lot recently, both for myself and for 
the church community.  It’s been a year in which I 
have been blessed immeasurably by those who 
have shared leadership responsibilities so that 
serving as chair is an absolute joy.  The PPT 
Advocates, committee chairs and lead elders and 
deacons have produced ministries that deepened 
our relationships with God, with one another, and 
with the community.  Our employees have served 
with a devotion and energy that surpasses a 
workplace relationship and affirms that they see 
their employment as spiritual service to God.  Our 
pastor’s enthusiasm and proficiency in preaching, 
teaching and pastoral care inspires and emboldens 
all of us to share our faith, live our faith, welcome 
and serve others.  Our volunteers who teach, feed, 
clean, serve, sing, sew, rake, paint, mow, play, 
count, cook, record, trim, ring, drive and greet 
make every event an occasion to honor God and 
share His love.  My thanks to each one of you. 
 As a church community, we are called to do 
more than celebrate and thank one another.  We 
must recognize the ultimate source of these 
blessings and consider how best to express our 
gratitude to God.  Surely, sharing the Gospel 
message, Christian hospitality, food and clothing in 
our own community as we did during Advent and 
Christmas is one of the best ways.  But I sense that 
God has provided us with the resources to glorify 
Him beyond our own community.  Are there places 
and are there ways that what God has placed on 
our hands will bring His Word and His love to 
people who are not experiencing the blessings that 
are being poured out on us?  Is there any better 
way to tell God, “Thank You.”? 
 The benediction from the 3rd chapter of 
Ephesians might be a fitting reflection on the year 
just ended:  Now to Him who is able to do 
exceedingly abundantly above all that we ask or 
think – to Him be glory in the church and in Christ 
Jesus to all generations, forever and ever. 

Andy Bradshaw 
Board Chair 



 

 
 

SERVING  IN  JANUARY 

 
Elders 

 

January 6 Norm Harbour, Missy Harbour 
January 13 Bob Key, Gail Key 
January 20 Donna Perger, Bob Schmidt 
January 27 Hunter Creech, Fred Rothermel 

 
Deacons 

 

January 6 Sean Gormus, Dawn Gormus, 
 Lewis Williams, Sheila Yeatts 
January 13 Danny Pitts, Elna Pitts 
 Michael Heslink, Emily Friend 
January 20 Barbara Schmidt, Abby Matschke 
 Dale Teagle, TBD 
January 27 Dennis Williams, Harold McKeel 
 Lucy Hall, Marci Millican 

 
Acolytes  

 

January 6 
8:30/11:00 Lauren Ries, Patrick Gormus
  
 

January 13  
8:30/11:00 Bryant Walker, Emily Lang 
 

January 20  
8:30/11:00 Zach Cooper, Maggie Sheppard 
 

January 27 
8:30/11:00 Kelsey Creech, Haley Creech 

 
Deaconess 

 

Phyllis Gardner 

 
Kid’s Club 

 

January 6 Tonya Meadows 
January 13 Marney Brickhouse 
January 20 Tracey Hutton 
January 27 Tracie Heslink 
 
 

 

 
 

HOMEBOUND 
Tommy Hoar and Audrey White 

 
Church Family:  Jerry Ainsworth, Pat Allred, Jimmy Allred 

& family, Judy Biggs, Duie Brantley, Maddy Elam, Janice 

Floyd, Jesse Hall, Lucy Hall, Lena Jeffries, Cheryl Johnson, 

Bruce Kerr, Brittney Kidd, Kathy Kidd, , Joann Mitchell, 

Eliza Jane Morse, Murray & Paulette Moyce, June Phillips, 

Helen Pruitt, Chuck Sheppard, Norma Stockton, Richard and 

Barbara Thiel, Russell & Sarah Waid, and Robert Wilkins 
 

Family and Friends:  The women and men of our Armed 

Forces, David Barrow, Jim Bevan, James Leonard Blount 

(Gertie Duke’s son), Carol Matschke Costello, Betty Darline 

(Gertie Duke’s sister), Kimberly DaSilva, Peggy Dickens 

(Vicki Anderson’s sister), Karen Dutton, Scott Edwards, 

Shelton Edwards (Vicki Anderson’s nephew), A. Elliott 

(friend of Gene & Cheryl Johnson), Karen Evans, Perkins 

Gormus, Jr. (Sean Gormus’ father), Dale Head (friend of 

Linda Mason), Kelly Hipple, Billy Jackson (friend of Gene 

& Cheryl Johnson), Sarah Kerr (Bruce & Carole Kerr’s 

granddaughter), Amy King, Craig Knoll, Jimmy Kohlman, 

Jan McGinnis, Tim McKinny (close friend of  the Duke’s), 

Dot Menchew (friend of Jim & Paula Thacker), Bob and 

Betty Millican, Bill Norman (friend of Pastor Richard), 

Libby Norris (friend of Cleve Wright), Joyce Parker (Judy 

Eley’s aunt), Don and Linda Patten (friends of Keeta 

Hodson), Joe Perger (Steve Perger’s brother), Bill Perkins, 

William Phares, Jr. (Debbie John’s son), Lisa Pipkin (friend 

of Missy Harbour), Eddie Ratcliffe, Iris Reeder (Nancy 

Griffith’s sister), John Robins (friend of Steve & Linda 

Garrett), Wilber Rogers (friend of Cleve Wright), Jim 

Romesburg and family, Mark Saulsman, Zeke Scaggs 

(Marlies Brantley’s brother), Roberta Shields (Gene 

Johnson’s sister), Margie Schumacher (Patty Barker’s 

sister), Bob Tinklepaugh (Michelle Wright’s brother-in-law), 

Christina Vitek (Irma and Bob Gustafson’s granddaughter), 

Trevor Waite (Ellen Waite’s grandson), Ben Wood 

(coworker of Margie Hodson), Thomas Wynne, Dr. James 

Whittemore, Nathan Williams (son of Clay & Pam 

Williams), Earl Young (Joann Mitchell’s brother), and Millie 

Young. 
 
 (Underlined bold print indicates new person on the Prayer List.) 

 

  
NOTE:   Please review the names listed for our ‘Prayer Concerns’, 
and contact the church office if someone’s name is able to be 
removed from the list or if you would like someone’s name added. 

 
 



 

 

 
 

Christian Women’s Fellowship 
 
 

It is with a grateful heart that I say thanks 
to all those who gave that something extra so that 
we could support six families at Christmas.  We 
have had a heart-warming note from one family 
and a huge personal thank you from another.  God 
is Good.  All the time.   

 
Our Christmas dinner was attended by 

almost forty ladies and their guests.  It was a 
pleasure to welcome those quests who have 
pitched in and helped us throughout the year.  
Although I told them they were just to eat and 
enjoy, wouldn't you know when the festivities 
were over, they were helping wash dishes and 
tearing down tables and decorations.  Again, a 
special thanks to everyone for your caring, love, 
and support.  Carol Kerr entertained us with a 
beautiful story, Irma prepared lovely music 
programs and accompanied the group as we sang 
the Christmas music, and I read a true story from 
a special book lent to me by Elaine Henk.  Our 
table was ladened with beautiful Christmas dishes 
and glassware, and the food prepared by our 
talented CWF ladies was delicious.   

 
As you read this, my prayer is that the 

holidays were spent with family and friends, but 
most of all that you were touched by the beauty 
and wonder of the birth of our Lord Jesus Christ.   

 
All of our CWF ladies are ready for the 

New Year and looking forward to the exciting 
spiritual and serving journey for 2013. 

 
May God Bless You One and All, 

 
     Marney Brickhouse 

   CWF President 
 

 

 

 

January Birthdays 
 

2 Bob Phillips 
6 Kayla Walker 
8 Phyllis Gardner 
11 Micki Meadows 
12 Ann Darst 
15 Erich Hodson 
17 Shirley Harrison 
18 Amy  Gilliam 
25 Margie Hodson 
27 Clay Harrison 
30 Linda Hutton 
31 Skip Jensen 

 
 

 

 
 
 

 

 

PLEASE NOTE: 
The Church Office will be closed  

Tuesday, January 1st (New Year’s Day) 
and Monday, January 21st (Martin Luther 

King, Jr. Day). 

 

http://www.churchart.com/search/ImageDetail.asp?image_id=95095419


 

 

Update from the 
Program Planning Team Advocates 

 

“The Necessity of Evangelism” 
 
As I write this article for the New Year, 

Christmas is rapidly approaching. What is a 
joyous time of the year has been marred by world 
and nation tragedy, loss of loved ones for 
some, personal disappointments for others, and 
wars that seems to have no end.  The hope we 
cling to as Christians is God's Word that He 
would never  
leave us or forsake us.  He has promised us 
Eternal Life through the birth, death, and 
resurrection of His Son, our Lord Jesus Christ.  
With all the pain that is around us, let us resolve, 
in the coming year, to sooth the wounds of 
others with the salve of love and encouragement.  
May our church be a haven of hope to all who 
enter in.  May our greetings to others be 
"Shalom", and let that peace begin with each of us 
as we blot our own prejudices, anger, and ill-
will.  And as we go out into the community (the 
highways and byways of life), let us say in word 
and deed, “I love you, in Jesus’ name”. 
 May our loving Father richly bless us all 
in the New Year as we endeavor to do His will.  
 

I love you, in Jesus' name, 

Louise Smith 
PPT Evangelism Advocate 

 
 
 
 

 
 

NOTE:  The 2013 Flower Chart is posted on the 
Narthex Bulletin Board.  If you wish to donate 
flowers for the Sanctuary, sign up by the 
appropriate week (PLEASE PRINT).  You are 
asked to bring your flowers and place them on 
the floor in front of the communion table by 8:00 
a.m. on your chosen Sunday. 

 

 

 

Notes from the Wild Side…! 

The youth group will be using the room 
upstairs in the Old Fellowship Hall designated as 
the bridal room.  If you have items in there that you 
donated and wish to have back please come and 
get them, otherwise the items will be put in the 
yard sale.   

We will be having our Chili Cook Off on 
Sunday 1/27/13, after the 11 o'clock service.  We 
look forward to tasting all the chilies.  Please see 
Abby or a member of our youth group if you want 
to enter your chili.   

 January 2013 meetings are 1/13 and 1/27. 

Hope everyone has a very Happy New 
Year! 

CHECK OUT OUR FACEBOOK SITE!! 
  

Abby Matschke and Courtney Holt 
 

 
 

 
 

The following scriptures will be used during the 
Sunday worship in January.  The underlined passages 
are the primary passages for Pastor Richard’s sermons. 

 
January 6: Matthew 2:1-12; Isaiah 60:1-6  
January 13: Luke 3:21-22; Isaiah 43:1-7 
January 20: John 2:1-11; Isaiah 62:1-5 
January 27: Luke 4:14-21; Nehemiah 8:1-3, 5-6, 
 8-10 



 

 
 
 
 
 
Excerpt from Angels of Mercy Medical Clinic letter 

of 
December 20, 2012: 
 
 
 
Dear Olive Branch Christian Church, 
 

Thank you very much for your prayers and 
generous financial support that have kept Angels of 
Mercy operating through 2012. 

Your support of our mission is needed now 
more than ever since more than a million Virginians 
presently do not have health insurance and experts 
estimate that 500,000 Virginians will remain without 
health insurance even if Virginia participates in a 
health exchange and decides to expand its Medicaid 
program under the new Affordable Healthcare Act. 

Many of the patients that we serve have 
neglected their health for years, partly due to lack of 
access to healthcare, making the treatment difficult for 
our patients’ multiple chronic illnesses.  Despite these 
challenges, we have been able to improve clinical 
outcomes as well as increase the number of patients 
that we service by 35% in the last three years. 

While demand for our services continues to 
increase, donations from individuals have dwindled 
by 40% since 2008.  We need your financial support 
more than ever before.  If you have already made a 
tax deductible contribution to Angels of Mercy this 
year, thank you.   If you plan to give or are able to 
make another donation, we will use that money to 
meet the ever increasing patient demands. 

Thank you again for your past contributions 
to our medical mission that has enabled us to 
celebrate 15 award-winning years of service to the 
community and for your continued commitment to 
our mission.  With your help, we look forward to 
serving our community’s most vulnerable population 
for another 15 years. 

Sincerely, 
 

Jeff black 
Program Manager 

 
P.S. God bless you for the support your church has 
already provided our medical mission.  I truly means 
so much to us and our patients. 

 

 
 
Holy Father, 
 God of our yesterdays, our today, and our 
tomorrows.  We praise you for your unequaled 
greatness.  Thank you for the year behind us and 
for the year ahead. 
 Help us in your new year, Father, to fret 
less and laugh more.  To teach our children to 
laugh by laughing with them.  To teach others to 
love by loving them.  Knowing, when love came to 
the stable in Bethlehem, he came for us, so that 
love could be with us, and we could know you.  
That we could share love with others. 
 Help us, Father, to hear your love song in 
every sunrise, in the chirping of sparrows in our 
backyards, in the stories of our old folks, and the 
fantasies of our children. 
 Help us to stop and listen to your love 
songs so that we may know you better and better.  
We rejoice in the world you loved into being. 
 Thank you for another new year and for 
new chances every day.  We pray for peace, for 
light, and for hope, that we might spread them to 
others.  Forgive us for falling short this past year.  
We leave the irreparable past in your hands, and 
step out into the unknown New Year knowing you 
will go with us. 
 We accept your gift of a new year and we 
rejoice in what’s ahead, depending on you to help 
us do exactly what you want. 

I say it again….We rejoice! 
In Jesus name, AMEN! 

 

Author Unknown 
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Hey, Kids!!  This is YOUR page in “The Olive 
Branch”, and will be included in each newsletter. 
 

Children’s Story  
 

 
Growing in Faith  

 
 

  
  

  
  

Scripture: And behold, a voice out of 
the heavens, saying, “This is 

my beloved Son, in whom I 
am well pleased." Matthew 

3:17 

  

 

Have you ever seen a baptism?  Do you 
know what a baptistery is?   A baptistery is 
the part of the church which is used when 

the sacrament of baptism is performed by 
the minister.  The person being baptized 

walks down the steps into the water and is 
baptized like Jesus was baptized in the 
Jordan River.  When a person walks out of 

the baptistery, they are babes in Christ; 
and their Heavenly Father looks down upon 

them and is proud of them just as he was 
when Jesus was baptized. When Jesus 
came out of the water, God said, “This is 

my beloved Son in whom I am well 
pleased.” 

Even though God is proud of his children, 

  

he doesn’t want them to remain babies all 
their lives. He wants them to grow as 

Christians.  Some people walk out of the 
baptistery and they stay babes in Christ all 

of their lives.  Even though God still loves 
them, he probably isn’t very proud of 
them. He wants them to grow spiritually, 

just as they grow physically.  To grow 
spiritually, a person should regularly attend 

Sunday School and church in order to learn 
more about God and his son, Jesus, and 
how God wants us to live our lives for Him.  

Let us pray…Dear Lord, help us to 
grow in our Christian faith so that we 

may be children of whom you can be 
proud.  Amen. 
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