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Seek and You Will Find 
 

I'm looking for Christmas, in time for this 
Christmas, a day far and away 

And could a star show me Christmas, 
The town of old Christmas 

Where truth is ringing, a virgin's 
Bringing the newborn king and the 

Lord's own messiah of love. 
 

Clint Black, “Looking For Christmas” (1995)       
 
   Some things are hard to find.  The television 
remote that somehow manages to hide between the 
sofa cushions, the glass that was set down 
somewhere, even the car keys that insist on not 
staying in the place they are always (or almost 
always) put; all these things with countless more 
are sometimes hard to find.  It seems that it is 
always the small items that are lost.  It is hard to 
lose your house, or your favorite chair, or even 
your car – scratch the car: I have managed to forget 
what level of a parking deck I parked.  But with the 
sometimes exception of the car, large items stay 
where they are placed.  
 Holidays are large things. Here in the 
U.S.A. families plan vacations around holidays. 
Relatives are visited, and millions of miles put on 
vehicles, trains, and planes in the desire to be 
‘home for the holidays.’  Independence Day always 
falls upon July 4th.  Thanksgiving is observed on 
the fourth Thursday of the month of November. 
And with the exception of the Armenian Orthodox 
Church that celebrates Christmas on January 6, and  

 
The Russian Orthodox Church that observes 
January 7 as the day of Christ’s birth, the majority of 
Christians observe Christmas on December 25th.  
 But despite their size and importance, even 
holidays can be lost.  As I write this article a couple 
of days before Thanksgiving, I am hearing rumors 
that Thanksgiving will be hard to find this year. 
Where once it was a day on which the retail 
industry paused and allowed its workers to have a 
paid day off with family, some of the larger chain 
stores have decided to use it as a day to jumpstart 
the Christmas season.  Blame it on the poor 
economy if you want, but Target will open at 9 PM 
on Thanksgiving night.  Toys ‘R’ Us will let 
shoppers in at 8 PM, as will Wal-Mart.  Sears has 
joined the 8 PM bandwagon, while K-Mart will be 
open nearly all day on Thanksgiving.  Watch out 
traditional turkey with all the trimmings!  Soon it 
may be nothing more than a McDonalds’ turkey and 
stuffing sandwich, to go please! 
 So what about Christmas?  Will it, too, soon 
be lost?  One can make an argument that it 
disappeared a long time ago, starting with 
something called the Macy’s Thanksgiving Day 
Parade.  There is the temptation to substitute the 
birth of our Lord with a caricature of Christmas 
American-style, nothing more than a skit that 
justifies Christmas, the retail holiday, as being 
more important than Christmas, the religious 
observance.   The retail Christmas is a slippery 
slope that ultimately leads to frustration and 
disappointment.  Despite our best efforts we will 
never experience a Norman Rockwell 
Thanksgiving, just as we will never be satisfied 
immersing our lives into the picture perfect 
postcard of the retail image of Christmas.  If we 
want to find Christmas, we must find it in worship. 
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We must be in thankful praise to God for the gift 
that transformed our lives and gave us not just a 
hope, but purpose.  We must realize that we who in 
no way deserved it, received into our world and 
our lives Jesus the Christ, the God with us, 
Emmanuel, the son of God who became flesh and 
walked this earth with us.  That is the message of 
and miracle of Christmas.  And like Clint Black 
sings, I'm looking for Christmas, in time for this 
Christmas,” this year.   May God help us find it! 

Blessings, 
   Richard 

 
 

 

 
 

There are many ministries that take place at Olive 
Branch Christian Church, but if I had to pick the one 
that characterizes us, it would be the ministry of 
hospitality.  We have heard Pastor Richard refer to it 
recently at one of our Family Night gatherings.  One 
of the adult Sunday School classes recently read 
about it in Paul’s letter to the Romans.  Elder Donna 
Perger referred to it in her opening prayer at the 
congregational meeting when she expressed our 
desire that all people would feel welcomed at Olive 
Branch.  The ministry of hospitality is what is 
prompting us to consider how we need to improve 
our facilities. 
 We have been in the habit of describing 
ourselves as a friendly church, and that phrase 
captures some of the elements of our character.  
Being a hospitable church describes it a little better.  
Hospitable emphasizes that we welcome others and 
we provide for them. 
 I came across an ancient synonym for 
hospitable.  The word is “harborous”.  It is the word 
William Tyndale used in the first English translation 
of the New Testament in 1526.  I have an 1860 
Webster’s Dictionary that still included the word 
but noted that it was no longer in use.  What a 
shame!  The word is derived from harbor, a place of 
safety, refuge and comfort.  This word emphasizes 

hospitality to those who are fearful or in danger.  
That gets very close to the vision I have for Olive 
Branch, a place where those who have been buffeted 
by the storms of life can come, knowing that they 
will be safe, welcomed, comforted and provided for. 
 We probably won’t hear that ancient word.  
But I suspect that’s what many folks mean when 
they say “Olive Branch is a friendly church”.  We 
are a welcoming church, a harborous church. 

Andy Bradshaw 
Board Chair 

 
 

 
 

The following scriptures will be used during the 
Sunday worship in December.  The underlined passages 
are the primary passages for Pastor Richard’s sermons. 
 
December 2: Jeremiah 33:14-16; 1 Thessalonians 
 3:9-13  
 

December 9: Luke 3:1-6; Malachi 3:1-4 
 

December 16: Philippians 4:4-7; Isaiah 12:2-6  
 

December 23: Luke 1:39-45; Micah 5:2-5a 
 

December 30: Luke 2:41-52; Psalm 148 
 
 

 
 

 

PLEASE NOTE: 
The Church Office will be closed: 

Monday, December 24th & Tuesday, December 25th 
Monday, December 31th & Tuesday, January 1st 



 

 

 
 

SERVING  IN  DECEMBER 
 

Elders 
December 2 Bob Key, Gail Key  
December 9 Donna Perger, Bob Schmidt 
December 16 Hunter Creech, Fred Rothermel 
December 23 Doug Dill, Ralph Hutton 
December 30 Jim Thacker, Kim Riffle 
 

Deacons 
December 2 Emily Friend, Michael Heslink, 
 Danny Pitts, Elna Pitts 
 

December 9 Morgan Rowe, Barbara Schmidt, 
 Abby Matschke, Dale Teagle 
 

December 16 Marci Millican, Dennis Williams 
 Harold McKeel, Lucy Hall 
 

December 23 Tracy Hutton, Tonya Meadows, 
 Roy Sullivan, Ellen Sullivan 
 

December 30 Don Morse, Norman Hall, 
 Mike Ayers, Maralyn Carr 
 

Acolytes  
December 2 
8:30/11:00 Justin Cooper, Bryant 
 

December 9  
8:30/11:00 Lauren Ries, Lauren Morse 
 

December 16  
8:30/11:00 Kayla Walker, Kylie Rutherford 
 

December 23 
8:30/11:00 Angelica Poland, Todd Meadows 
 

December 30 
8:30/11:00 Maggie Sheppard, Kelsey Creech 
 

Deaconess 
Janice Floyd 

 
Kid’s Club 

December 2 Tonya Meadows 
December 9 Edie Larkin 
December 16 Marney Brickhouse 
December 23 Jessica Morse 
December 30 Nancy Sheppard 

   
 

HOMEBOUND 
Tommy Hoar and Audrey White 

 
Church Family:  Jerry Ainsworth, Pat Allred, Jimmy 
Allred & family, Michael Ayers, Judy Biggs, Duie 
Brantley, Maddy Elam, Janice Floyd, Jesse Hall, Lucy 
Hall, Lena Jeffries, Bruce Kerr, Brittney Kidd, Kathy 
Kidd, Joann Mitchell, Eliza Jane Morse, Murray & 
Paulette Moyce, June Phillips, Helen Pruitt, Norma 
Stockton, Richard and Barbara Thiel, Russell & Sarah 
Waid, Robert Wilkins, and Maddie Woodruff. 
 
Family and Friends:  The women and men of our Armed 
Forces, David Barrow, Jim Bevan, Carol Matschke 
Costello, Kimberly DaSilva, Peggy Dickens (Vicki 
Anderson’s sister), Karen Dutton, Scott Edwards, Shelton 
Edwards (Vicki Anderson’s nephew), Karen Evans, Dale 
Head (friend of Linda Mason), Kelly Hipple, Dave 
Hodson (Keeta Hodson’s son), Hanna Hodson (Keeta 
Hodson’s granddaughter), Susan (Debbie Johns’ sister), 
Chuck Hovemeyer, Bill Goodrich, (Denise Cooper’s 
father), Perkins Gormus, Jr. (Sean Gormus’ father), Sarah 
Kerr (Bruce & Carole Kerr’s granddaughter), Amy King, 
Craig Knoll, Jan McGinnis, Tim McKinny (close friend of  
the Duke’s), Bob and Betty Millican, Bill Norman (friend 
of Pastor Richard), Libby Norris (friend of Cleve Wright), 
Joyce Parker (Judy Eley’s aunt), Don and Linda Patten 
(friends of Keeta Hodson), Joe Perger (Steve Perger’s 
brother), Bill Perkins, William Phares, Jr. (Debbie John’s 
son), Lisa Pipkin (friend of Missy Harbour), Eddie 
Ratcliffe, Iris Reeder (Nancy Griffith’s sister), Wilber 
Rogers (friend of Cleve Wright), Mark Saulsman, Roberta 
Scheel (Gene Johnson’s sister), Margie Schumacher (Patty 
Barker’s sister), Gary Sullivan (Roy and Ellen Sullivan’s 
son), Bob Tinklepaugh (Michelle Wright’s brother-in-
law),  Christina Vitek (Irma and Bob Gustafson’s 
granddaughter), Trevor Waite (Ellen Waite’s grandson), 
Thomas Wynne, Dr. James Whittemore, Millie Young, 
and Fred & Erma Huffman (Judy Bigg’s sister and 
brother-in-law). 

(Underlined bold print indicates new person on 
the Prayer List.) 

 
 NOTE:   Please review the names listed for our ‘Prayer 
Concerns’, and contact the church office if someone’s name is able to be 
removed from the list or if you would like someone’s name added. 

 



The Olive Branch 

 

 
 

Christian Women’s Fellowship 
 
Because of everything that was going on in 

my family, I was unable to write an article for the 
November Newsletter.  My thanks to Pat and Kay 
Ainsworth who filled in for me.   

As a group CWF had a really busy October 
and I would really like to express my thanks to all 
who worked so very hard to make every event that 
we were responsible for a success.  As Kay outlined 
last month, Olive Branch CWF was responsible for 
the program and planning for the Fall Retreat @ 
Blackstone, Va.  Our theme, "Pie in the Sky", was a 
huge success and the feedback indicated that all 
those attending felt spiritually uplifted and were so 
grateful for our efforts.  I believe fellowship and 
caring are what we do best and wish again to thank 
all those who worked so hard to make the weekend 
special for all. 

CWF was asked by the Pruitt's to plan a 
dinner in honor of their 60th Anniversary, which 
took place on family night at OBCC.  They both 
enjoyed the event and hopefully, we will do it 
again on their 70th.  Next there were two memorial 
services which they honored the families wishes 
and did a wonderful job of making the days 
beautiful and meaningful.  Finally, on the last 
Saturday of the month, we had our Fashion Show/ 
Luncheon, which was a huge success.  Christopher 
and Banks provided our models with beautiful 
fashions which they displayed with “Run Way” 
grace and were well received by all.  The country 
store this year had beautiful and clever 
"Handmade" items and home cooked baked goods, 
which judging by how fast they disappeared were 
delicious.  Our Silent Auction was terrific and 
Shelia Yeatts outdid herself this year with the 
caliber and number of beautiful offerings.  Last but 
not least were the delicious salads and breads, 
including our most famous “Chicken Salad”.  
Because of the efforts of so many we raised over 
4000 dollars, which will be used to further the 

service and fellowship work that we believe God is 
guiding us to do.   

Each year we have been able to donate 
money to families in need in our church and 
community, school supplies, food, and clothing to 
Spirit Rising, monetary gifts to Interlude, Angels of 
Mercy, Church World Services, and supply the 
meals for Vacation Bible School, as well as several 
memorial events.  Our special project this year was 
redoing Richard's office and enhancing the 
entrance hall in the New Fellowship Building. Be 
sure to read the beautiful poem by Clay Harrison 
which is on the bookcase and enjoy the lovely 
painting of our beautiful church by our own Patti 
Neary. 

This month we have two families that we 
will help to make their Thanksgiving holidays a 
little brighter and fuller and for Christmas we have 
three families.   CWF is about service, caring, and 
love and I am so humbly grateful to our Lord for 
giving me such a wonderful supply of Christian 
Women to spread God's word and his love. 

On Monday, December 10th, we will have 
our Christmas dinner together and will begin the 
celebration of the coming of Christ. 

May God Bless You Always,   
Marney Brickhouse 

CWF President 
 
 

 
Tuesday Circle:   The Tuesday Morning Circle met  
November 13th at Interlude.  We had six ladies, two 
honorary members and two guests, along with a 
guest staying at Interlude; Val brought Dot 
McHenry as her guest…we enjoyed having her and 
hope she will come back.  We even gave her a joy 
having everyone to sign Elaine Henk’s guest book.  
Missed having those ladies who could not come; 
you missed a good lesson by Elaine, with group 
participation.  Thanks, Elaine, we always enjoy 
your studies.  Elaine will start a new study in 
January on the Beatitudes; come and join us for 
fellowship, lunch and a great study. 

There will not be a Tuesday Circle meeting 
in December, as there will be a joint meeting on 
December 10th at 6:30 p.m. in the New Fellowship 
Hall.  This is our Christmas Dinner, so come, bring 
a covered dish, and a guest. 
 

Merry Christmas and Happy New Year! 
 

Donna Haulsee 



 

 

Tuesday Morning Circle Leader  

 
 

Live Nativity Scene 
 

As we gather for our Christmas Eve Service, 
a special gift will be presented.  Outside at the front 
of our sanctuary, a live nativity will be Olive 
Branch Christian Church’s gift to the community.  
From 5:00 to 8:00 p.m. Mary, Joseph, and thae baby 
Jesus will remind all who pass by our church on 
Richmond Road th  at Christmas is the birthday of 
our Lord.  Hot cider and coffee, along with light 
refreshments, will be shared with all who stop to 
take a closer look.  Then at 8:00 p.m., our Sanctuary 
will be opened for a Christmas Eve Candlelight 
and Communion service. 

Help is needed!  We need actors, servers, 
stage hands, greeters, food and refreshment 
servers.  It has been years since we last presented a 
live nativity.  Help us make this night special by 
getting the word out to all who pass our church on 
Christmas Eve.  Call the church office if you can 
help or say yes when you are asked! 

A meeting is scheduled for Monday, 
December 3rd, at 7:00 p.m., in Andy Bradshaw’s 
Sunday School classroom in the Educational 
Building for anyone interested in helping with this 
special effort.  Please come and help in whatever 
way you are able. 

 

 
Poinsettias will be displayed in the church 

on December 16th, 23rd, and the 30th.     The cost is  
$7.00.   Order forms are included in the Sunday 
bulletins on December 2th and 9th.  Submit your 
request by Monday, December 10th, placing your 
order in a separate envelope that can be put in the 
Sunday offering plate or bring it to the church 

office.   For information contact the office or Keeta 
Hodson (229-0809).  Remember to take your 
poinsettia home after the 11:00 am worship service 
on Sunday, December 30th. 
 

 

December Birthdays 
 

2 Allison Otey 
      4 Donna Garrett 
   Dana Rothermel 
     6 Kay Ainsworth 
  8 Skylar Jensen 
   Paulette Moyce 
   Fred Rothermel 
  10 Sharon Pullen 
   12 Bob Hutton 
    13 Tracy Creech 
  14 Steve White 
 16 Wayne Jones 
  Cleve Wright 
                  17 Lauren Ries 

Dee Stockton 
     20 Ellen Sullivan 
   Ronald Yeatts 
     23 Patrick Gormus 
   Jim Thacker 
 24 Carita Hodson 

27 Becky Baker 
  30        Robert Cox, III 

 
 

Operation Christmas Child 
 

THANK YOU!!     Brett Matschke, Kathy Kirby 
and myself delivered over 63 Christmas boxes to 
York River Baptist Church on Thursday.   
 The Operation Christmas Child project is 
about more than coloring book, toys and 
toothbrushes.  Your gifts enable Samaritan’s Purse 
to share the Good News of God’s great gift – His 
son, Jesus Christ – with boys and girls who need to 
know how much Jesus loves them. 
 What a joy to be used by our Lord to touch 
the life of a child thousands of miles away. 
 Operation Christmas Child would not be 
possible without the participation of a host of 
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caring people who pray and volunteer to pack up 
boxes. 
 There are 91 different areas in the world, 
from Ukraine to Ivory Coast, who Samaritan’s 
Purse is there to share in the love of Jesus Christ.   

Prayers, 
Sheila Yeatts 

 
 

 
 

ADULT CHOIR TO PRESENT 
CHRISTMAS CANTATA 

 
Wednesday, December 19th, 7:00 p.m.     

 
This year our adult choir is presenting the 

cantata, “Star of Wonder”, which includes speaking 
parts by our Olive Branch family.   Steve Hall will 
accompany our choir.  Plan to add this wonderful 
program to your Christmas activities.  Invite family 
and friends to come with you! 

 
Emilio Pesante, Director 

 
 

 

 
 

Bell Choir 
 
 Our incredibly talented Bell Choir will 
make Sunday, the 23rd of December, a special day 
of worship!   Bells will be ringing throughout the 

worship services, from the introit to the dismissal.  
Please come out and support them!   And don’t 
forget that there is always room for more members.  
See Bob Schmidt if you are interested! 
 
 

Update from the 
Program Planning Team Advocates 

 
“The Necessity of Evangelism” 

 
You may remember a visitor we had about 

five months ago named Christina Saadeh, who had 
been a counselor to our Youth on their 2011 
Mission Trip.  I recently received a letter from her, 
giving me an up-date on the plans the Lord has for 
her life.  While we are busying ourselves with 
Christmas preparations, she is preparing to leave 
for Korr, which is in Kenya, on December 30.  She 
shared how the word ‘interdependence’ had taken 
on much meaning to her--the joining of forces to 
reach a goal.  At one time she had considered 
traveling with a secular organization to go to 
Kenya but soon realized that “she would have been 
left wanting more because it would not have 
allowed me to freely share Jesus with those whom I 
lived and encountered.”  She went on to say, “For 
me, to live is Christ.”, asking herself, “My life IS 
Christ”, how could I go into His world without 
going in His name?”  That's when she began the 
task of partnering with others to raise funds for her 
Missionary journey, thus, experiencing 
“interdependence”.  She wrote to say that due to 
the love and generosity of many, she is 100% 
financially supported for her ministry. 

In her first prayer letter she had written, 
referencing Romans 10:14 : “Paul doesn't ask, ‘How 
can they preach unless they go?’ but rather, ‘How 
can they preach unless they are sent?’ Paul implies 
others’ involvement in launching the missionary 
into service as a strong link, perhaps even a 
prerequisite, to a missionary's ability to preach the 
gospel.” 
  This young woman so impressed me that I 
felt compelled to join forces with her both 
financially and prayerfully.  I know that she will be 
a bold witness for her Lord and Savior.  If you 
would like to send her a Christmas greeting with 
words of encouragement, her address is:   

Christina Saadeh 
14 Beagle Club Way 



 

 

Newalk, DE 19711 
  

We may not be able to go to far-off mission 
fields as Christina is doing, but we can witness for 
Jesus right here at home.  As you are out in the 
hustle and bustle of the Christmas Season, say to a 
haggard sales clerk or waitstaff, "I love you, in 
Jesus' name.  Have a blessed Christmas." 

 Jesus loves you, so do I,  
      Louise Smith 

PPT Evangelism Advocate 
 

 

 
  Notes from the Wild Side…! 
 

We hope everyone had a blessed 
Thanksgiving.  Now it’s time to celebrate the birth 
of Christ.  We will be selling tickets for Backstage 
Productions’ version of The Christmas Carol. 
Tickets are $5.00, and it is scheduled for Friday, 
December 7th, at 7:00 p.m.  Please help…bring a 
snack for intermission.  As 2012 ends and we begin 
2013, let’s reflect on what we have accomplished.   

Please remember…the chili cook-off will be 
coming soon.  We would love for you to 
participate, whether it’s eating or cooking.   

May everyone have a very Merry 
Christmas, and a Happy New Year. 
 

CHECK OUT OUR FACEBOOK SITE!! 
  

Abby Matschke and Courtney Holt 
 

 
 

Advent and Christmas at OBCC! 
 

• 12/07: Backstage Productions:  (“A Christmas 
     Carol”) at 7:00 p.m. 

• 12/10: CWF Christmas Dinner at 6:30 p.m. 
• 12/19: Choir Cantata (“Star Of Wonder”)  

at 7:00 p.m. 
• 12/24:  Live Nativity from 5:00 – 8:00 p.m. 

• 12/24: Christmas Eve Candlelight Worship 
 at 8:00 p.m. 

 
 

Christmas Offering 
 

“Go Tell It on the Mountain” 
 
Scripture: “God sent his Son to be the Savior of the 
world.  We saw his Son and are now telling others 
about him” 1 John 4:14 (CEV) 

The Christmas Special Offering supports 
our Regional Ministry in Lynchburg.  With the gifts 
they receive Regional Ministries support 
congregations through planning, visioning, 
pastoral care and conflict management; empower 
leaders through workshops; resources and 
networking; strengthen ministry through calling 
new ministers; licensing, ordaining and 
maintaining current ministers; grow faithful 
disciples through camps, conferences, youth 
ministries and ministries to men and women; and 
provide outreach through establishing new 
congregations, eradicating racism, sharing in 
mission with projects and trips, and ecumenical 
partnerships.  The Christmas offering will be 
received on December 9th and 16th.  

With your Christmas Offering, you will 
fund ministries offered by the Region that serves 
your church. 
 
Correction to November Burnt Ordinary Article 

Lucy and Norm Hall were incorrectly listed 
as helping “when needed” with the team Jessica 
Morse leads at Burnt Ordinary.  Norm and Lucy 
are currently serving with the team Dale Teagle 
leads.  My apologies to Norm and Lucy.  Thanks to 
everyone for your dedication and service to the 
residents at Burnt Ordinary. 

Carolyn Hunt 
 PPT Outreach Advocate 
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FOOD PANTRY UPDATE:  "Living is Giving"; 
"Giving is Living".  Either way you express 
yourself, the fact is that giving brings your heart 
closer to God and giving is what so many of you 
have done this past year.  Steve Perger says that we 
are almost at the 6000  mark for donated food items.  
That is just for this year.  Almost twice the amount 
from 2 years ago.  For all of you who are so faithful 
in your giving, I thank you from my heart.  You 
have blessed so many people.  For the month of 
December let’s all give a little extra and surpass our 
goal, and make Christmas even more special for 
those less fortunate.    Love in Christ, Emily Dill 

 
 
 
 

 

 

 
To my wonderful and caring Olive Branch Family, 
 

I cannot express the gratitude I feel for each 
and everyone of you.  My thanks for your prayers, 
cards, moments of sharing, hugs, and calls.  Eric's 
two year battle with this terrible disease ended as I 
knew it would, but I was able to get through it 
because God gave me a wonderful church family to 
be with me throughout.  A special thanks to the 
CWF ladies and gentlemen who gave of their time 
and talents to make the memorial service so 

beautiful and the reception a pleasure for all of us.  
May God Bless All of you each and everyday just  
as he has blessed me.  Eric is at peace and so am I, 
thanks to you. 

Marney Brickhouse 
 

 

 
 

Coming in December!!   
 
 The young people who are members of 
Backstage Productions have a special gift for our 
Church!  They will be performing Charles Dickens’, 
“A Christmas Carol,” on Friday night, December 
7th, at 7:00 p.m. in the New Fellowship Hall.  Under 
the direction of Naomi Marrow, every production 
is an inspiration and is part of one of the traditions 
of Christmas.  Please come out and support the 
hard work of these young people! 
 This wonderful play is being sponsored by 
the Youth Group.  Put this on your calendar NOW!   
Plan to bring your family (also invite friends and 
neighbors), and get your Christmas Season off to a 
joyous start.  Cost is only $5.00—see any of our 
youth for “your ticket”, or you may purchase a 
ticket at the door. 
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The following letter was received from The Gideons: 
 

 
 

November 21, 2012 
 
 

Pastor Richard Cline 
Olive Branch Christian Church 
7643 Richmond Road 
Norge, VA 23127 
 
Dear Pastor Cline. 
 
Thank you for allowing me to make a Gideon report to your congregation last 
Sunday.  It seemed to be well received.  Thanks to you and your generous 
people, we were able to collect $407 for the purchase of Bibles.  The ministry of 
Olive Branch Christian Church now extends to 94 countries around the world 
through your contributions and the work of the Gideons. 
 
It was a joy to see so many friends I had known over the years from around the 
community, and they certainly made me feel at home.  I was blessed to be with 
you. 
 
If any of your men should express a desire to join us, please give me a call, or ask 
them to contact me direct at (757) 532-2908.  Anyone who has worked in a 
supervisory capacity, or in a professional role, and is a born again believer, 
would be eligible to be a Gideon. 
 
Again, thank you for your support, and let me know if there is anything we can 
do for you. 
 
In His service, 
 
Ken Giedd 
Williamsburg Camp Church Ministry

 
  



 

 

 
 
Hey, Kids!!  This is YOUR page in “The Olive 
Branch”, and will be included in each newsletter. 
 
 
 

What’s In A Name? 
 

 What’s in a name?  Has anyone ever asked 
you what your name means?  Do you know what 
your name means?  When your mom and dad 
found out they were going to have a baby, the 
spent a lot of time choosing a name.  They may 
have looked through a book that gives the 
meaning of names.   
  

Some parents name their son John, or their 
daughter Joanna.  Those names mean “God’s 
gracious gift”.  Have you ever known anyone 
named Daniel or Danielle?  Those names mean 
“God is my judge”.  Some boys are named 
Michael and girls are named Michaela.  Those 
names mean “one who is like God”.  One of the 
angels in the bible was named Michael.   
  

When Mary and Joseph found out they 
were going to have a baby, they didn’t have to go 
to the library and get a book to choose his name.  
In fact, they didn’t choose his name at all.  God 
sent an angel to tell Mary and Joseph…“You will 
have a baby son, and you will call his name Jesus, 
because he will save his people from their sins.”  
The name Jesus means “the Lord saves”.  God 
loved us so much that he sent his only Son to die 
on the cross to save us from our sin.  The Bible 
tells us that there is no other name that can save 
us.   
 What’s in a name?  If the name is Jesus, 
there is salvation! 
 Christmas will be here soon – the day we 
celebrate the birthday of Jesus.  Sometimes Jesus is 
called “The Lamb of God”.   Read the following 
poem (or have your parent read it to you) to help 
you remember the true meaning of Christmas. 
 

 
 

Mary Had a Little Lamb 
 

Mary had a little Lamb, 
He was born on Christmas day. 

She laid him in a manger bed 
To sleep upon the hay. 

 
Angels filled the night-time sky 

And they began to sing. 
Shepherds heard them all proclaim 

The birthday of a King. 
 

Wise men saw a blazing star 
Up in the sky that night. 

They followed it until they found 
The King of love and light. 

 
Mary had a little Lamb, 

But He wasn’t hers, you know, 
He was the very Son of God, 

The One who loves us so. 
 

The Father of this little Lamb 
Loved the world so much 

That He sent his own Son to earth 
So we could feel His touch. 

 
He came to give us joy and peace 

And take away our sin. 
So when He knocks on your heart’s door, 

Be sure to let Him in. 
 

Why do I love this precious Lamb? 
What can the reason be? 

The answer is quite plain to see, 
It’s because He first loved me! 

 
 

Let us pray…Dear Lord, thank you for sending 
your precious Lamb to take away our sins.  Help 
us to remember as we celebrate His birthday, that 
He was the greatest gift of all.   AMEN. 
 

Memory Verse:  She will give birth to a son, 
and you are to give him the name Jesus, because he 
will save his people from their sins.   Matthew 1:21 



 

 

An Angel Appears to Mary!  

Luke 1:26-38 (NIV) 

 
ANGEL      AFRAID      JESUS      FOREVER 
GABRIEL   FAVOR       GREAT     KINGDOM 
MARY       BIRTH        REIGN      SERVANT 
VIRGIN     CHILD        THRONE   POWER 
 
 
 

 

 

 

The angel Gabriel appears to 
Mary  

Luke 1:26-38 
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