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Showers of Blessings – in July! 
 

July has always been one of my favorite 
months. After all, I was born in July – which should 
make it special enough! Ann and I were married in 
July – what a happy day!  But this July was filled 
with events that made it very special. We as a 
congregation, and I as your minister, were soaked 
by downpours of blessings. Here are some of them: 

• Vacation Bible School 2012. What a 
tremendous ministry and outreach to the 
community we had this year! Thanks to our 
Director, Jessica Morse, and assisted by 
Christy Jensen, at least 100 children and 
adults were fed physically and spiritually 
every night. And we had a special teen class 
this year, taught by Michael Heslink and 
Jessica! It was a wonderful week that could 
not have been done without those who 
volunteered to teach, work with crafts, 
prepare food, clean up, and oversee outdoor 
activities. Thank You! 

• Camping at Craig Springs. Four of our 
youth attended our regional campground at 
Craig Springs. They are Ryan Matschke, 
Angelica Poland, Savannah Seay, and 
Taylor Cline. 

• Christmas in July. This was our second year 
of celebrating Christmas in July. The church 
was beautifully decorated with wreaths, 
banners, and a Chrismon Tree. All we 
lacked was the snow! Thank you, Sheila, for  
 

 
• all the work you put into decorating the 

church! 
• Samaritan’s Purse Shoeboxes Collection. As 

part of our Christmas in July service we 
collected Christmas Shoeboxes for 
Samaritan’s Purse. Sixty-eight were placed 
under the Chrismon Tree to be sent around 
the world to children in need. 

• Fifth Sunday Christmas Dinner. What a 
treat to have Christmas Dinner after our 
Christmas in July service! The food was 
excellent, as usual! Thank you Marty and 
Judy, and all those who helped in its 
preparation! 

• Ory Stefaniw as our guest speaker. What a 
special blessing it was to have Ory bring the 
children’s sermon and also be our guest 
speaker during the Christmas Dinner! Ory 
shared her experience as a child in a refugee 
camp receiving her shoebox of gifts from 
the U.S.  Her message brought tears of joy 
to many, as we heard first hand how our 
gifts can dramatically impact the lives of 
others.  (See her thank you note in this 
newsletter.) 

• Revival Service at Holly Grove Christian 
Church. After the Christmas in July service 
our wonderful choir and several supportive 
members traveled with me to Holly Grove 
Christian Church in Louisa County.  I was 
the invited speaker at their revival, and our 
choir graciously traveled to support me and 
contribute their gifts of music to the service. 
They sang four songs, and left the Holly 
Grove congregation wanting more. So many 
came up to me after the service and 
remarked on how uplifting our choir was, 
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and how greatly they contributed to the 
service. Thank you Emilio, Steve, Danny, 
Marty, Joyce, Ronnie, Irma, Bob, and Bill!  
Also a big thank you goes to the members 
of Olive Branch that attended the service – 
we had 22 Olive Branch members in 
attendance!  I felt very supported! 

• Gifts from the Congregation for my second 
anniversary. I had no idea what Andy was 
going to talk about when he took the floor 
at our Christmas in July dinner; but I soon 
found out when I received your gifts in 
recognition of my second anniversary as 
your pastor.  I received exactly what I 
needed: a new white stole with the chalice 
symbol proudly displayed!  And I was told 
that the congregation contributed $200.00 to 
be used towards any outreach that I 
designated.  Again, all this took me entirely 
by surprise! Thank you all! How blessed I 
am to be your pastor! 

 
So you see, July was filled with showers – 

or better, torrential downpours – of blessings 
from God!  God is good all the time!  All the 
time, God is good! 

Blessings, 
   Richard 

 
 

 
 

How many Olive Branchers does it take to 
change a light bulb?  No joke and no punchline.  I 
think the answer is five: one who reports that it is 
out, two who handle that very tall ladder and the 
bulb, one who ordered the supply of bulbs and one 
who paid the bill for the box of bulbs.  My point is 
that virtually all of the ministries at Olive Branch 
involve many more people than the name we 
associate with the ministry.   
 Emily Friend is the face of the Bluefield 
West Virginia ministry, but it would never happen 
without the dozens who contribute clothing and 
furniture, the 21 who showed up to load the truck 
in 45 minutes, the truck driver, and then the crew 
in Bluefield.  Jessica Morse is the director of 

Vacation Bible School, but I lost count at 30 of the 
others involved in that ministry, from teachers to 
cleaning staff, music leaders, volunteers to set up 
tables, craft leaders, and kitchen staff.  Steve Perger 
is the pointman for the Food Pantry, but there are 
dozens of contributors, three families who take 
turns promoting the ministry, and another whole 
team at St. Olaf’s that sorts, stocks and distributes 
the food.  Carolyn Hunt leads the Burnt Ordinary 
Ministry, but it has three teams of five or six people 
that prepare meals and worship services each 
month for our friends at Burnt Ordinary.   
 Have you thought of how many people it 
takes each week to conduct the worship service?  
It’s not just Richard and Susan, but the choir, the 
deacons and elders, the deaconess who prepares 
communion, Pat who prepares and prints the 
bulletin, the musician, Jim who records and 
forwards the sermon to the web site, and those who 
bring flowers. 
 The next time that you enjoy an event at 
Olive Branch or are pleased or touched by one of its 
ministries, be sure and thank the one who is 
responsible for that ministry, but think for a minute 
about all the others who work behind the scenes to 
make the ministry a success and thank them as 
well. 

So, Elna, thanks for paying the bills so we 
could change the light bulb.  Clay, thanks for 
picking up branches so we could safely get to the 
worship service.  Irma, thanks for some great 
hymn selections last month.   

Andy Bradshaw 
Board Chair 

 
 

 
 

The following scriptures will be used 
during the Sunday worship in July.  The 
underlined passages are the primary passages for 
Pastor Richard’s sermons. 

 
 August 5 Ephesians 4:1-16; Psalm 51:1-12 
 August 12 John 6:35, 41-51; Psalm 130 
 August 19 Psalm 111; Ephesians 5:15-20 
 August 26 John 6:56-69; Psalm 84 



 

 

 
 

SERVING  IN  AUGUST 
 

Elders 
 
August 5 Donna Perger, Bob Schmidt 
August 12 Hunter Creech, Fred Rothermel 
August 19 Doug Dill, Ralph Hutton 
August 26 Jim Thacker, Kim Riffle  
 

Deacons 
 
August 5 Barbara Schmidt, Abby Matschke 
 Dale Teagle, Morgan Rowe 
 
August 12 Dennis Williams, Harold McKeel 
 Lucy Hall, Marci Millican 
 
August 19 Roy Sullivan, Ellen Sullivan 
 Tonya Meadows, Tracie Hutton 
 
August 26 Norman Hall, Don Morse 
 Maralyn Carr, Mike Ayers 

 
Acolytes  

 
August 5 
8:30/11:00 Lauren Ries, Kylie Rutherford 
 
August 12 
8:30/11:00 Justin Cooper, Haley Creech 
 
August 19 
8:30/11:00 Angelica Poland, Lauren Morse 
 
August 26 
8:30/11:00 Kayla Walker, Patrick Gormus 
 

Deaconess 
 

Shirley Harrison 
 

Kid’s Club 
 
August 5 Tonya Meadows 
August 12 Edie Larkin 
August 19 Marney Brickhouse 
August 26 Tracey Hutton 
 

 
 
 

HOMEBOUND 
 

Tommy Hoar, Audrey White 
 

Church Family:  Murray & Paulette Moyce, Grace 
Hatfield, Lena Jeffries, Pat Allred, Jimmy Allred & 
family, Jesse Hall, Russell & Sarah Waid, Bruce 
Kerr, Judy Biggs, Helen Pruitt, Jerry Ainsworth, 
Dave & Bonnie Willard, Paula Thacker, Lucy Hall, 
Robert Wilkins, Paul Biggs, Brittney Kidd, Janice 
Floyd, Duie Brantley, Richard & Barbara Thiel, 
Janet Fletcher, and Norma Stockton. 
 
Family and Friends:  William Phares, Jr., Bob & 
Betty Millican, Bill Perkins, Eric Siemon (Marney 
Brickhouse’s son), Trevor Waite (Ellen Waite’s 
grandson), Jan McGinnis, Tim McKinny (close 
friend of the Duke’s),  Christina Vitek (Irma & Bob 
Gustafson’s 6-year old granddaughter), Eddie 
Ratcliffe, Sarah Kerr (Bruce and Carol Kerr's 
granddaughter), Peggy Dickens (Vicki Anderson's 
sister), Joyce Parker (Judy Eley’s aunt), Don & 
Linda Patten (friends of Keeta Hodson), Thomas 
Wynne, Karen Dutton, Karen Evans, Gary Sullivan 
(Roy & Ellen Sullivan’s son), Kelly Hipple, Amy 
Johnson, David Barrow, Iris Reeder (Nancy 
Griffith’s sister), Sheri Jones Vaughan, Scott 
Edwards, Susan Hovemeyer (Debbie Johns’ sister) 
& her husband Chuck, Shelton Edwards (Vickie 
Anderson’s nephew),  Dale Head (friend of Linda 
Mason), Rosevelt Rogers (friend of Gene & Cheryl 
Johnson), Allison Hawthorne (Pat Dressler’s niece), 
Lisa Pipkin (friend of Missy Harbour), Joann 
Mitchell, Carol Matschke Costello, and the men & 
women in our Armed Forces. 
 
NOTE: To add or remove a person’s name from the 
Prayer List, please contact the 

                church office:  757-566-8077. 
 



 

 

 
 

Christian Women’s Fellowship 
 
Tuesday Morning Circle…As I was only able to 
stay through lunch, I know I missed a continuance 
on Elaine’s study of the Muslim religion.  August 
will be the last of this study, and then onto a new 
one, to be announced later.  Thank you, Elaine, for 
a great study and the time you have put into this; I 
know everyone has enjoyed it.   

I made a few announcements, reminding 
the ladies of upcoming events…the Blackstone 
Retreat and the fashion show.  There will be more 
information coming up on these events.  Hope all 
the ladies at Olive Branch will plan to attend.   

Have a great rest of the summer. 
Donna Haulsee 
Circle Leader 

 
~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ 

 
 

 
 

August 5 Skip & Christy Jensen 
August 12 AVAILABLE 
August 19 Steve & Petra Hall 
August 26 Tonya Meadows 

  
NOTE:  Please note the “available”

  

 Sunday this 
month!   

 If you wish to donate flowers for the 
Sanctuary, sign up by the appropriate week 
(PLEASE PRINT).  You are asked to bring your 
flowers and place them on the floor in front of the 
communion table by 8:00 a.m. on your Sunday. 

 

 
 

     
 

AUGUST 
  1 Dennis Williams 

   2 Gertie Duke 
   5 Bessie Apperson 
  10 Sarah Kohlman 
  12 Christina  Jones 
  13 Loretta Garrett 
  15 Ryan Matschke 
  16 Judy Biggs 
  18 Macy Morse 
  20 Roy Sullivan 
  22 Caleb Brickhouse  
  23 Kim Riffle 
  24 Michael Heslink 
  Bill Howard 
  25 Donna Clark 
  Bruce Kerr 
  28 Dave Willard 
  30 Nancy McKeel 

 31 Kylie Rutherford 
 

NOTE:  If you have not seen your birthday listed, and 
would like it included, please contact the office. 
 
 

 
 

Notice to Bell/Chime Choir 
 
 This is just a reminder that the Bell/Chime 
choir resumes practice on Thursday, August 23rd,  
2012, at 7:00 p.m..  Thank you to all who played 
chimes at our performance in June.  Had lots of 
nice compliments.  Texas is "HOT".  

Regards, 
Bob Schmidt 



 

 

 
Update from the 

Program Planning Team 
Advocates 

 
“The Necessity of Evangelism” 

 
Having the opportunity to work with our 

children during the Sunday School hour this 
summer  sent me to my "Treasure Chest of 
Memories" where I dug out a tape that I had used 
with my own grandchildren many years ago.   It is 
titled "God's Kids in Action" and the first song is 
about loving God, thanking God, praising God in 
all we do.  This teaching tool talks about God's 
Word being a lamp unto our feet and a light unto 
our paths from the scripture of Psalm 139:13-16.  
The Pledge to the Bible also comes from those 
verses so, of course, we recited the Pledge.  
Learning scripture is the first step in our journey of 
evangelism, growing us in our relationship with 
God. 

 Another song entitled "The Fingerprints of 
God" explains how uniquely each of us is made 
and given special gifts to be used to get God's work 
done here on earth.  It tells us we "We Can Make a 
Difference" as we boldly and lovingly reach out to 
someone who is sad, or lonely, or hungry.  Singing 
"Start All Over Again" reminds us that if we make 
mistakes, with Jesus as our Savior and our Friend, 
we can truly start all over again.  Finally, we 
learned through song that "It's an Awesome Job" 
God wants us to do. It asks, "Why should you 
worry, why should you wait?  Go ahead, don't 
hesitate.  For in your weakness, God is great.  Is 
any job too big to do, when God is helping you?"  
  It is an awesome job, responsibility, and 
privilege  we, the church, have to help parents train 
up their children in the faith which we hold so 
dear.  They are truly "our treasurers" that we value 
and desire to encourage in the way they should go.  
After all, they have the same instruction from Jesus 
that is ours, "Go ye into the world and make 
disciples of all nations...".  Evangelism truly starts 
here. 

 
  Louise Smith 

PPT Evangelism Advocate 
 

 
 

Bluefield Union Mission  
Says, “Thank You!” 

 
 On July 16th, members of Olive Branch and 
our truck drive, Tom Ellis with Interior Movers, 
met and loaded the 24 foot truck bound for 
Bluefield, West Virginia.  With 21 of us, the 
loading only took 45 minutes!  Thank Heaven!   It 
sure was HOT!   Paula Thacker worked inventory 
control and counted the 719 boxes, bags, and 
assorted items that were loaded.  On Tuesday 
morning, the 17th, at about 10:45, Tom called to say 
that the crew at Bluefield Union Mission had 
already unloaded the truck and he was on his way 
back home.  The load included senior & baby 
items, towels, sheets & blankets, school supplies, 
toys, dishes, pans, and LOTS of clothing and shoes 
sorted by season and labeled.   
 The Mission was delighted to receive this 
large delivery of needed supplies.  They often run 
short of back-to-school items and winter clothing.  
They can better meet the community’s needs if 
they go into fall & winter with a large inventory 
on hand.  The week before our delivery, their 
supply of towels was critically low.  Our load 
contained at least 4 large bags full of towels and 
washcloths!  Perfect timing! 
 Thank you to everyone who helped 
through the loading, the donations of goods, the 
monetary donations to pay for Tom’s expenses, 
and—most of all—your prayers for this project 
and the people who receive from it. 
 By the first of August, we’ll begin 
collecting again for a much smaller load to go in 
late September.  School supplies will be the main 
focus then.  (Many of the sales will begin very 
soon.)  Of course, other donations are certainly 
welcomed!  Questions?  Call 804-966-1885. 

Almost Heaven Connection, 
 Emily Friend 

 



 

 

OPERATION CHRISTMAS CHILD 
 A big thank you goes to Olive Branch 
Church Family for the big turnout of Shoe Boxes 
for Operation Christmas Child.  There were sixty-
eight shoe box gifts under the Christmas Tree.  
Shoe box gifts will travel around the world…the 
reactions of the children can be as different as the 
gifts themselves.  Even when we bring children the 
joy of Christmas and the hope of the Lord, their 
daily lives my still be filled with hardships.  Many 
don’t know where their next meal is coming from 
or where they will sleep at night. 
 That’s why shoe box gifts supply thousands 
of children with basic necessities of life.  In the 
name of Jesus Christ…Jesus said, “Whoever 
receives one of these little children in my name, 
receives me; and whoever receives me, receives not 
me, but Him who sent me.  (Mark 9:37.)  So thank 
you, church family, for helping God’s children. 

In His Name, 
Sheila Yeatts 

 
VBS 

 I would like to thank all the ladies who 
helped with putting the meals together for 
Vacation Bible School.  Thank you, Clay Harrison, 
for always being there to help with picking up food 
and taking out trash each night. 
 What a big reward in seeing everyone enjoy 
eating and fellowshipping together! 

Thank You, 
Sheila Yeatts 

 

 
 

Food Pantry 
Sharing...The act of giving unselfishly to 

help another. This is what I see  every Sunday 
when I look at the Food Pantry baskets overflowing 
 to help the  less fortunate. To share your bounty 
with others has to put a smile on God's face as well 
as the faces of those we will never know.  Thank 
you for your outstanding acts of sharing with every 
item you bring in for the food pantry. 

We are blessed! 
Emily Dill 

 
 

Are You Ready to Walk  
to End Alzheimer’s? 

 
The Walk to End Alzheimer’s (used to be 

called the Memory Walk) takes place on Saturday, 
Oct. 27th, 10am, at the Williamsburg Community 
Building.  Christy Jensen serves as the 
Williamsburg Community Chair for this year’s 
Walk.   

 
Olive Branch was the first church to create a 

team for this year’s Walk and we are known as the 
“Olive Branch A Team!”   Please join our team by 
going online: 

 
http://act.alz.org/site/TR/Walk/VA-
SoutheasternVirginia?team_id=41914
&pg=team&fr_id=1412 

 
or you can fill out a paper registration form and pass to 
me and I will help you get registered. There is no fee to 
register and everyone who raises $100 will earn a really 
neat purple t-shirt! 

 
Many of us are touched personally by 

Alzheimer’s disease and related types of dementia. 
Participating in this Walk and/or sponsoring a walker on 
the OBCC team is one key way we can support the 
Alzheimer’s Association. 

 
Let’s go Olive Branch A Team! 

 
Beth Nease 

 Team Captain 
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In Everlasting Memory of Jeff Johns 

 
 Olive Branch Christian Church Family and 
Friends, 

 
To God be the glory for the things He has 

done.  Jeff may not have been able to attend Church 
at Olive Branch on a regular basis because of his 
terminal lung disease, but when he was “up to the 
task” of getting ready for Church and attending it 
was a blessing to him on many levels.  When 
circumstances took us to the little town of Ottoman 
in the beautiful Northern Neck on the Corrottoman 
River, we missed our Church Family at Olive 
Branch.  Even though we were not together 
physically with our brothers and sisters in Norge / 
Toano [depending upon which side you sit on.. ;-) ], 
we were together spiritually.  Our Olive Branch 
prayer warriors were diligent in petitioning God 
for Jeff’s continued health and my sanity.  To be a 
care-taker takes a lot of help from God.  It just 
“pained” Jeff to watch me do so much for him.   For 
me, it was a labor of love and I would do it again. 
Thank you so very much for your prayer support 
then and now. 

I miss Jeff terribly but I am grateful to God 
that he is not suffering anymore.  Yes I wish he 
were still here with me, but that would be selfish 
on my part.  I have had to love him enough to let 
him go when God took him home to be with Him.  
I know that God’s timing is perfect even though I 
may not like it at the time or agree.  Trust in Him 
gave Jeff and me additional time to be together.   
He was diagnosed with this terminal lung disease 
four years ago the 4th of July.  They said that he 
would only last two to two and a half years and 
God gave us almost twice that much time to be 
together!   Scripture states that no man knows 
when and I held onto that portion of scripture and 
claimed it for our victory over his illness. 

Thank you too for the cards, phone calls, 
prayers, and all the things that go along with 
experiencing the loss of a loved one. 

 

 
Thank you also to those of you who came 

and attended Jeff’s service on the 1st of July.  That 
meant a great deal to me to have you there and I 
know it would have meant a lot to Jeff.  Now you 
have gotten to see what a wonderful Church we 
had been led to and how much our brothers and 
sisters here at Corrottoman Baptist Church are so 
very much like our brothers and sisters at Olive 
Branch.  The Spirit is alive and well in both 
Church’s and that is good to know in these 
troubling times we are all experiencing. 

Love to all, 
Debbie Johns 

  
 
 

Fun Summer Sunday School Program 

 
Sunday School for our children and youth 

will last through September 2nd (Labor Day).  Lots 
of fun activities are being planned! 

 
Christy Jensen & Missy Harbour 

Youth Ministry Advocates 
 
 
 
 
     Vacation Bible School 
 
Because VBS took place at the end of July, 

we weren't able to include a summary of the 
week's events in this newsletter. Please keep an eye 
out for all the details in the September newsletter! 
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Hey, Kids!!    This is YOUR

 

 page in “The 
Olive Branch”, and will be included in each 
newsletter. 

 
 

Joseph and His Brothers 
 
Scripture:  Jacob loved Joseph more than any of 
his other children because Joseph had been born 
to him in his old age.  So one day Jacob had a 
special gift made for Joseph—a beautiful robe.  
Genesis 37:3 
 
 Joseph was out in the fields, helping his 
older brothers feed the animals. After the chores 
were finished, they went home to eat a nice meal.  
Joseph's father called him away from his other 
brothers and handed him a special gift.  He put the 
coat on, and tied the belt around his waist. It was 
the most beautiful coat he had ever seen, and was 
made with all the colors of the rainbow.  He rushed 
into the room where his brothers were talking. 
"LOOK!...SEE MY NEW COAT! ISN'T IT 
BEAUTIFUL?"  Joseph's brothers were ANGRY. 
They were jealous because they thought their father 
loved him more than them. They were so jealous 
couldn't even say anything kind to him. 
 Joseph was happy and slept peacefully. The 
next morning, he called his brothers together. "I 
want you to listen to this dream I had last night.  
We were all in the fields, bundling wheat into 
sheaves. My sheaf of wheat stood straight up. All 
of your sheaves of wheat bent over as if they were 
bowing down to mine."  His brother said…"Do you 
actually think YOU are going to rule over us, and 

WE are going to bow down to you?"  Imagine their 
surprise when Joseph said, "Wait!  I had another 
dream. In the second dream, the sun, and the 
moon, and eleven stars bowed down to me!"  This 
made the brothers even more  "How can you 
possibly think that your mother, your father, and 
all of us are going to bow down to you?"  With that, 
they left Joseph standing there, and they went off 
to the fields to do the work for the day. 
 While they were working, they were 
discussing Joseph, We have got do something 
about that foolish brother of ours. We already 
knew that our father loved him more than the rest 
of us. Then he received a new coat that he just 
wants to show off. Now he is telling us about these 
dreams. We need to come up with a plan to get rid 
of him." 
 The brothers talked, argued, and planned. 
Finally one of them said, "Let's pick him up and 
throw him into a deep pit until we can decide on a 
better plan." They took Joseph's beautiful coat away 
from him, and threw him into the pit. They sat 
down to eat their lunch, happy that Joseph wasn't 
eating with them. 
 While they were eating, they saw a caravan 
of camels in the distance. The men were merchants 
from the country of Midian. The brothers thought, 
"This is even better than we had hoped. We can sell 
Joseph as a slave to these merchants. Then we will 
divide the money among us." They went to the pit, 
helped Joseph out of it, and sold him to the 
merchants.  They were pleased with themselves 
until one of them thought, "Oh, no! What are we 
going to tell Father?" Quickly they thought of 
another plan. They killed an animal and put some 
of the blood on the beautiful coat. When they 
showed the coat to their father, he thought that 
Joseph had been killed by a wild animal. It was a 
very mean trick these brothers had played on their 
father. He was sad for a very, long time, because he 
thought Joseph was dead.  

The merchants found that they had made a 
good choice in buying Joseph from the brothers. He 
was a strong, healthy young man, and they were 
able to sell him quickly to a man named Potiphar, 
who was from Egypt. Potiphar was a captain in 
Egypt and knew King Pharaoh very well. He was a 
wealthy man with a very large house and many 
servants. Even though Joseph was far away from 
home, he never forgot the teachings of his father. 
He never became angry with his brothers for 
treating him so badly. He was honest in all his 



 

 

dealings, and he loved the Lord very much. The 
Lord was with Joseph and helped him to become 
rich.  Potiphar noticed what an outstanding man 
Joseph had become and honored him by making 
him the ruler of everything in his house. With 
Joseph in charge, Potiphar became even more rich, 
because the Lord was blessing him because of 
Joseph.  
 
REMEMBER…God ALWAYS knows and cares 
about what is happening to you. Even when bad 
things happen, God can make something good out 
of the situation. 
 
A VERSE TO LEARN…"And we know that all 
things work together for good to them that love 
God..." (Romans 8:28a). 
 
LET'S PRAY…Dear God, thank You for being with 
us in every situation. Help us to remember that 
You love us and You know exactly what is 
happening all the time.  Help us not to get jealous 
or angry when others have things that we do not 
have.  In Jesus' Name.   Amen. 
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