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All We Need Is Love 
 

Eric Butterworth, in the book "Chicken Soup for the Soul," tells of a college professor who sent his 
sociology students into the slums of Baltimore to interview and record the case histories of 200 young boys, and 
to give an evaluation of each boy's future.  In every case the students wrote, "He hasn't got a chance."  Twenty-
five years later another sociology professor came across the notes from the study, and decided to follow up on 
these boys now men.  He was amazed at what he found. With the exception of 20 boys who had either died or 
moved away, 176 of the remaining 180 had achieved more than ordinary success as lawyers, doctors and 
businessmen. Looking for some explanation, the professor interviewed each man and found that each attributed 
their success to one person: a teacher. 

The teacher was still alive, so the professor sought her out and asked the old but still alert lady what 
magic formula she had used to pull these boys out of the slums and into successful achievement.  The teacher's 
eyes sparkled and her lips broke into a gentle smile. "It's really very simple," she said.  "I loved those boys." 
 As members of the Olive Branch Christian Church faith community, Christ has given us incredible 
opportunities to influence in positive ways the lives of others.  Through our words and  
 
 
acts, we can change lives, as individuals see reflected in what we do the face of Christ.  I suspect all of us who 
grew up going to church can remember an adult who took an interest in us, greeting us by name, and who went 
out of his or her way to make us feel important.  What a lasting impression that made!  And the same is true 
today: by taking an interest in each other, and simply loving one another, lives can be changed, no matter if the 
recipient of our Christian love is a child or an adult. 

So I encourage you to notice your brothers and sisters in Christ, to pray for and encourage them, and to go 
out of your way to make another person feel special.  It may take the form of a visit, a call, or a card.  The most 
important thing is to open our lives and allow God’s spirit to work a miracle through us. 

 
Blessings, 
   Richard 

 
 

http://www.ob-cc.org/
mailto:obcc1833@gmail.com


 

 
 

 
 

Father’s Day 
     Sunday, June 17th

 

 
 
 

How many of you remember that Sunday years ago when Pastor Ron Riffle showed us a small 
container of cash that Kylie Rutherford and Maddie Elam had given to him?  They had sold popcorn at the 
West Point Crab Festival and wanted to use it to improve the church playground for young children.  Pastor 
Ron recognized that gift as the mustard seed of faith from which mighty things would grow.  Abby Matschke 
never forgot that day and organized fundraiser after fundraiser until the goal was met. 

 
 That story alone is inspiring, but it is only part of a larger vision for the use of our grounds.  It builds 
upon a gift made years ago by Steve White, who constructed the playground equipment as a memorial to his 
father, which served us well for many, many years.  It builds upon a gift from decades past from J. W. Stocks, 
who funded the construction of a pavilion and picnic shelter which had fallen into disrepair.  A gift through 
the will of Walter Johnson, who maintained the church grounds for over twenty-five years, provided the funds 
to restore the pavilion. 
 
 At our church picnic on June 10th, we are going to celebrate this story when we rededicate the 
playground and pavilion.  We will remember and thank Kylie and Maddie, Steve White, J. W. Stocks, Walter 
Johnson, Pastor Ron and Abby Matschke.  We’ll celebrate as well those who labor today to care for and enlarge 
the vision of your grounds as a place to feel God’s presence, contemplate the beauty of His creation, and 
experience the surprising harmony of a playground and picnic pavilion in the midst of a cemetery.  Don’t miss 
it! 
 

Andy Bradshaw 
Board Chair 

 
 

 

~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ 
 



 

 
 

The following scriptures will be used during the Sunday worship in May.  The underlined passages 
are the primary passages for Pastor Richard’s sermons. 

 
June 3: Isaiah 6:1-8; Romans 8:12-17 
June 10: 2 Corinthians 4:13-5:1; Mark 3:31-35 
June 17: 1 Corinthians 5:6-10 (11-13)14-17); 
 1 Samuel 15:34-16:13 
June 24: 2 Corinthians 6:1-13; Mark 4:35-41 

 

 
 
 

 
 
 
Dear Olive Branch Family and Friends, 

Thank you so much for your prayers, visits, phone calls, cards, and the fabulous food you provided 
both during Bob’s illness and following his passing.  The reception was truly incredible. 

Your support and love means so much and has been of great help to me throughout this extremely 
difficult time.  Bob loved Olive Branch and all of you so very much.  You are the most wonderful church 
family ever. 

Love, 
Judy Eley  

 
Olive Branch Christian Church: 
 Thanks so much for our continued support to our Food Pantry.  You folks are wonderful! 
 On behalf of those we serve, God Bless You. 

 Tony Melzer 
St. Olaf Catholic Church 

 
 

 
 
 



 

SERVING  IN  JUNE 
 

Elders 
 
June 3 Jim Thacker, Kim Riffle 
June 10 Norm Harbour, Missy Harbour 
June 17 Doug Dill, Ralph Hutton 
June 24 Donna Perger, Bob Schmidt 
 

Deacons 
 
June 3 Maralyn Carr, Don Morse 
 Norman Hall, Mike Ayers  
June 10 Sheila Yeatts, Lewis Williams 
 Sean Gormus, Dawn Gormus 
June 17 Emily Friend, Michael Heslink 
 Danny Pitts, Elna Pitts 
June 24 Morgan Rowe, Dale Teagle 
 Barbara Schmidt, Abby Matschke 
 

Acolytes  
June 3 
8:30/11:00 Justin Cooper, Maggie Sheppard 
  
June 10 
8:30/11:00 Lauren Ries, Bryant Walker 
 
June 17 
8:30/11:00 Angelica Poland, Lauren Morse 
 
June 24 
8:30/11:00 Kayla Walker, Kylie Rutherford 
 

Deaconess 
 

Janice Floyd 
 

Kid’s Club 
 
June 3  Tonya Meadows 
June 10  Edie Larkin 
June 17  Tracie Hutton 
June 24  Marney Brickhouse 
 



 

 
 

HOMEBOUND 
 

Tommy Hoar, Audrey White 
 
Church Family:  Murray & Paulette Moyce, Grace Hatfield, Lena Jeffries, Jeffrey Johns, Pat Allred, Jimmy 
Allred & family, Jesse Hall, Nancy Cates, Russell & Sarah Waid, Bruce Kerr, Judy Biggs, Helen Pruitt, Jerry 
Ainsworth, Dave & Bonnie Willard, Patty Neary, Paula Thacker, Lucy Hall, Robert Wilkins, Paul Biggs, 
Brittney Kidd, Janice Floyd, Duie Brantley, Richard & Barbara Thiel, and Janet Fletcher. 
 
Family and Friends:  William Phares, Jr., Bob & Betty Millican, Bill Perkins, Eric Siemon (Marney Brickhouse’s 
son), Trevor Waite (Ellen Waite’s grandson), Jan McGinnis, Bertha Shaw, Tim McKinny (close friend of the 
Duke’s),  Christina Vitek (Irma & Bob Gustafson’s 6-year old granddaughter), Eddie Ratcliffe, Sarah Kerr 
(Bruce and Carol Kerr's granddaughter), Joshua H. Johnson (Cheryl & Gene Johnson’s grandson), Mondo 
Rodriguez (friend of Bob & Barb Schmidt), Peggy Dickens (Vicki Anderson's sister), Joyce Parker (Judy Eley’s 
aunt), Don & Linda Patten (friends of Keeta Hodson), Thomas Wynne, Karen Dutton, Karen Evans, Gary 
Sullivan (Roy & Ellen Sullivan’s son), Kelly Hipple, Amy Johnson, David Barrow, Joyce Holt (Mabel Jones’ 
daughter), the Kanode family, Kelela Russel, Iris Reeder (Nancy Griffith’s sister), Sheri Jones Vaughan, 
Freddie Jones, Scott Edwards, Mary Jane Guynn, Kim B., Susan Hovemeyer (Debbie Johns’ sister) & her 
husband Chuck, the family of Jack Nixon (Phyllis Taylor’s brother-in-law), Marilyn Hunt (Jim Hunt’s sister-in-
law), Shelton Edward (Vickie Anderson’s nephew), and the men & women in our Armed Forces. 
 
 NOTE:   Please review the names listed for our ‘Prayer Concerns’, and contact the church office if someone’s name is able to be 
removed from the list or if you would like someone’s name added. 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



 

 
 

Christian Women’s Fellowship 
 

News from CWF 
 

What a beautiful day we had for the Mother-Daughter Tea.  Those who attended enjoyed some 
wonderful taste treats, including wedding cookies, thumbprints with delicious jelly in the middle, colorful 
petit fours, lemon delights, and quite an assortment of teas.  Beautiful flowering plants were given to Elaine 
Henk for her most "Unusual Hat" (a bee keepers bonnet with an array of cute bee attachments), and Angie 
Key, whose hat was "lovely".  We enjoyed a game of "The language of the flowers" and awarded plants for the 
most great grandchildren, grandchildren, and families who came together. 

Irma Gustafson was the recipient of the "Daughter of God" award this year.  This award is given to 
someone who serves her family, church, and community.  We honored her with a "Church World Services "  
gift of fifty chickens, which will be given to needy families throughout the world.  She in turn entertained us 
with a beautiful song (she made up the lyrics) and a lovely program decorated with teapots.  We certainly 
chose well.  Congratulations again, Irma!!!!!!!!!!!!!!! 

On Saturday, May 19th, SPA Days was held at Hilton Christian Church in Newport News.  Seven 
ladies from Olive Branch attended and enjoyed the day.  We read scripture together, sang, prayed, and 
bonded with a person that we had not met before.  A light breakfast and a delicious lunch were enjoyed by all.  
It was a wonderful way to spend a Saturday, and I, for one, am looking forward to attending again.  By the 
way, Hilton Christian still has Richard's picture displayed and he hasn't changed a bit.    

God Bless You Always.    
Marney Brickhouse 

CWF President 
 

~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ 
 
 



 

Tuesday Morning Circle:  I was sorry to have missed the Tuesday Circle that was held May 8th at Interlude.  
There were seventeen attending and I know I missed a lot of good food, fellowship and Elaine’s study.  Elaine 
will be completing this study in about two more lessons, and we will be looking forward to more good 
studies.   Several of our ladies attended Spa Day on Saturday, May 19th, at the Hilton Christian Church in 
Newport News; all had a great time.  We will not be having a separate Tuesday Circle in June.  Instead we will 
be having a joint meeting and dinner at the home of Kay Ainsworth on Monday, June 4th, at 6:30 p.m...   

Hope to see you soon. 
Donna Haulsee 
Circle Leader 

 
~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ 

 
 

BLESSING BOXES DUE BY OCTOBER 1ST 
  

Your blessing boxes are due by October 1st.  We would like to have them dedicated on October 7th 
during worship.  If you fill your box, please leave it in the narthex or give to one of our ladies.  Please fill free 
to take another blessing box and fill it.  Half of your blessing box offering goes to support the mission of the 
whole church through the Disciples Mission Fund and half goes to support Disciples Women's ministries in 
leadership training, study materials, leadership at retreats around the country, development of women-
specific ministry and education, funding for Bread for the World, Church Women United, World Day of 
Prayer, and even more.  So, every time you put something in that blessing box, you are helping far more than 
you could have ever imagined.  That is why they are called BLESSING BOXES. 

Gail Key   
 

 
 
June 3 Skip & Christy Jensen 
June 10 Devon & Beth Neese 
June 17 AVAILABLE 
June 24 AVAILABLE 
   
NOTE:  Please note all the “available” Sundays for this month!   
  
 The 2012 Flower Chart is posted on the Narthex Bulletin Board.  If you wish to donate flowers for the 
Sanctuary sign up by the appropriate week (PLEASE PRINT).  You are asked to bring your flowers and place 
them on the floor in front of the communion table by 8:00 a.m. on your Sunday. 
 
 



 

 
 

JUNE   
 

  1 Missy Harbour 
3 Carole Kerr 
 Angela Key 
6 Mason Jensen 
12 Allison Gonzalez 

  Tracie Heslink 
14 Jim Hunt 

  20 Leland Williams 
  25 Gabriele Wolverton 
  27 Judy Eley 
  28 Debbie Johns 
  30 Audrey White 
   Susan Kohlman 

 
 

Update from the 
Program Planning Team Advocates 

 

“The Necessity of Evangelism” 
 

In Luke 10:25-29 where the expert in the law stood up to test Jesus by saying, "Teacher, what must I do 
to inherit eternal life?"  Jesus asked him, "What is written in the Law?  How do you read it?"  He answered 
Jesus, “Love the Lord your God with all your heart and with all your soul and with all your strength and with 
all your mind.” 

That somehow reminded me of what we are currently studying in Ephesians 6:10-18 on Wednesday 
Family Nights.  Isn't that how we protect ourselves from those who would test or try to trick us?  We cover 
ourselves with Jesus through studying and memorizing His Word in order to grow in knowledge of Him and 
spending time in prayer to grow in relationship with Him.  We gain our strength from God and God alone. 

The last part of the answer in the 27th verse of Luke 10 is, “Love your neighbor as yourself.” Now if you 
know that you are assured of eternal life, shouldn't you want that as well for the neighbor that you love as 
yourself?  1 Peter 3:15 reads, “But in your hearts, set apart Christ as Lord.  Always be prepared to give an 
answer to everyone who asks you to give the reason for the hope that you have.”   Are you prepared to give 
the answer?  My first memorized verse as a child was John 3:16 “For God so loved the world that He gave His 
only begotten Son, that whosoever believeth in Him, should not perish but have everlasting life.” (KJV)  That's 
a pretty good start for sharing Jesus with our neighbors.  And it has stood the test.  Amen 

 Louise Smith 
PPT Evangelism Advocate 

 
 
 



 

 

   
  

Notes from the Wild Side… 
 
 What a great turnout for our luncheon on Sunday, 5/20/12!  Our youth group 
is truly blessed to have such wonderful people supporting them.  Our girls did a 
skit about what you hear and what God hears while at Church; it makes you think 
about what you do while attending services.  The luncheon menu consisted of 
chicken salad sandwiches, arugula watermelon salad, black bean and corn salad, 
pasta salad, chips, and desserts (which our girls made).  Our guest speaker, 
Christina Saadeh (our West Virginia site leader), spoke of the journey she is 
about to make to Africa.  Thank you everyone for your warm welcome you showed 
Christina.  We raised $220.00 for our youth.  In case you didn’t notice, there is 
a BIG crate outside by our new playground area…our new equipment has arrived.  It 
should be put together in time for our picnic in June.  Our next meeting is June 
3rd, following the 11 o’clock service. 
 

CHECK us OUT On FACEBOOK!! 
 

Courtney Holt and Abby Matschke  
 



 

 
 

Almost Heaven Connection 
 
 This is a very busy time of the year for gathering in the bounty that yard sales and school lost and 
found provide.  The stack of coats reaches the ceiling and continues to grow.  Bluefield Union Mission is 
delighted to know those coats are coming.  The coats will be in place and readily available when they are 
needed this fall.  Storage room is becoming tight  There is room for a little more though, so if you are cleaning 
closets or have baby things, pans, dishes, senior equipment, or small furniture, we’ll find a space somewhere!  
If you would like to see this colossal collection before it goes, let me know.  It really is something to see.  God is 
so good! 
 We are hoping the truck will load up in mid-June and again in September.  Transportation costs have 
risen.  Our trucker donates his time and the use of his truck.  We have funded his out-of-pocket expenses such 
as gasoline out of donations received from our Sunday School classes and individuals.  If you would like to 
make a donation, please mark your gift for The West Virginia Ministry Transportation, and place it in the 
offering plate. 
 A brochure for this project is in the works.  The prototype is available.  If you would like a copy, call 
me and I’ll see that you get one.  It is still a work in progress…but there is progress!   
 Questions?   Call Me! 

Emily Friend 
(804) 966-1885 

 
 

Bell/Chime Choir 
 

There is interest in reviving the Bell Choir, which will include the new Chimes.  If any of you are 
interested (age 15 and above), please contact Bob Schmidt, (757) 345-0292, to put your name on the list.  This is 
the first step, and the second step will be to have an organizational meeting.  One does not  need to read 
music, but if you do that is a plus.  I anticipate this to be a fun time as well as producing some good music.   
As of now, I am going to be the director (hope this does not scare anyone away).  I hope to hear from you 
soon! 

 
Bob Schmidt 

 
 



 

 

 
 

GET READY FOR THE  
SUMMER PICNIC ! ! ! 

Sunday, June 10th, 4 p.m. 
New Outdoor Pavilion 

 
On Sunday, June 10th, we will celebrate the start of summer with our church picnic! Everyone is invited to meet at our 
new outdoor pavilion for food and fellowship. Our program will start at 4:00 p.m. with a delicious barbecue meal with all 
the fixings, followed by the dedication service for the new playground equipment and the newly restored outdoor pavilion.  
We will end with the recognition of our 4 high school and college graduates, and our Sunday School teachers. In order to 
help with the food, please bring your favorite cookout side dish or dessert to share. And don’t forget to bring a lawn chair 
or two! 
 

    
 

Remember…. 

Fly our Nation’s Flag! 
 

Thursday, June 14, 2011 
 
I pledge allegiance to the Flag 

     Of the United States of America, 
                                                   And to the Republic for which is stands, 
                                                   One Nation under God, indivisible, 

                                                         With liberty and justice for all.           --The Pledge of Allegiance, 1892 
 

 
On Thursday, June 14th, Americans will observe the birthday of the flag of the United States of 

America.  This special day provides a time for our Nation to reflect on our flag’s rich history and its meaning 
to Americans and people around the world.  This is a time to honor America, to celebrate our heritage in 
public gatherings and activities, and to recite publicly the Pledge of Allegiance to the Flag of the United States 
of America.  The Pledge was officially amended on June 14, 1954, to read “one nation under God”.  The 
Pledge of Allegiance has remained a time-honored salute to the American flag, one of our most cherished 
national symbols.   

 
It is the flag of all Americans!              Let us accord it honor and loyalty! 

 
Show your love of our country…Fly our “Flag” on Thursday, June 14th, from sunup to 

sundown. 



 

 
 

 
Church World Service 

For more than 60 years congregations across the United States have been responding to Jesus’ call to be 
neighbors to those in need, in partnership with Church World Service.  At home and around the world our 
church family will be helping impoverished communities with basic needs to sustain themselves and their 
families.   

The Tools and Blankets Program is a Church World Service special mission opportunity that involves 
all ages.  Some 8,000 congregations and groups across the United States hold Tools & Blankets events.   From 
something as simple as a blanket, amazing things can happen…with your help. 

Sunday, June 17th, is Father’s Day.   Olive Branch will honor all fathers by participating in the 
“TOOLS” part of this program.  If you would like to participate in this program, a “TOOL” may be purchased 
for $5.00 each.  Fill out a form (found in the bulletin as an insert or in the church office) “in honor of” or “in 
memory of” a special person, and put it in offering plate or return it to the church office no later than Monday, 
June 11th.    
 
 

COMING NEXT MONTH…. 
 

“Christmas in July” 
5th Sunday (July 29th) 

 
 “Operation Christmas Child” season is about to begin—on July 29th the church will be decorated for 
Christmas!  The Christmas tree will be up to put our gift-filled shoe boxes under.  These gifts of joy also 
represent opportunities for children to experience God’s love and hear the “Good News” of Jesus Christ. 
 On July 1st, there will be brochures handed out to tell the “5” easy steps, gift suggestions, box labels, 
and a donation envelope.  Your gifts enable Samaritan’s Purse to share the Good News of God’s greatest 
gift—His Son, Jesus Christ—with boys and girls who need to know how much Jesus loves them. 

In His Name, 
Sheila Yeatts 

 

 
 

Food Sharing Program 
 

I just wanted to thank all of you who have been so faithful in participating by bringing in items for the 
food pantry.  As you all know, it is an ongoing struggle to keep St. Olaf stocked with food.  The reason for that 
is because we have such great needs in our community for basic things, as groceries. 

Thank you again for your continued support. 
 Emily Dill 

 

 

 



 

 
 
 

Get Ready for a Fun Summer Sunday School Program 
 

Sunday School for our children and youth will be in session over the summer! Thanks to those who 
have volunteered to help lead the combined summer Sunday School program. We may be calling on you to 
help complete our schedule. This summer session will start on June 17th and last through Sept. 2nd (Labor 
Day).  Lots of fun activities are being planned! 

 

Christy Jensen & Missy Harbour 
Youth Ministry Advocates 

 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

http://www.churchart.com/subscriber/viewimages.aspx?keywords=Summer Sunday School&entry_date=1/1/0001&image_type=,cl,ca,ph,ea,pp,bc


 

ARE YOU READY? 
Vacation Bible School starts July 23rd! 

 
 
Whether you are 4 or 74, there are VBS classes for you! Remember 
that dinner is served for all VBS participants each evening starting 
at 5:30pm in the New Fellowship Hall. The program begins at 
6:05pm in the Sanctuary. The adults will remain in the New 
Fellowship Hall for your class, led by  
Pastor Richard. 
 
Each night of VBS, you will be going on a journey with Jesus to see 
mighty trees, sing fun songs, meet interesting animals, including 
Humphrey the Hippo, and prepare and enjoy jungle snacks. Early 
Registration is going on now through July 12th. Registering early 
will guarantee your spot. Registrations submitted after July 12th 
will be accepted as space allows. Kids, have your parents go to our 
church website (www.ob-cc.org) and register online. It only takes 
about 2 minutes!  Included in this newsletter is a hard copy form 
that can also be completed and submitted to the church office. 
 
Feel free to contact Jess Morse, VBS Coordinator, at #757-947-
4300, or <morsejessm@gmail.com>, for more information. 
 
 

 
 
 
 



 

OLIVE BRANCH CHRISTIAN CHURCH 
2012 VACATION BIBLE SCHOOL Registration Form 

 
JULY 23 - JULY 27 (Monday-Friday) 

5:30 p.m. - Dinner          6:00 – 8:00 p.m. – Program 
 

Form must be completed and submitted to church office or 
online (www.ob-cc.org) BY 7/12/12 in order to guarantee a spot. 
 

 
PLEASE NOTE: 

 The VBS Program includes a session designed for children 3 to 13 and a separate adult class. 
 Preschool-aged children should have some experience in daycare, preschool, and/or Sunday School, 

so that they are comfortable separating from their parent/caregiver. 
 If you register after the deadline of 7/13, there is no guarantee you will be able to participate as 

there are limited spots. 
 
This registration form is for a(n):  ____ Child/Youth 
       ____ Adult 
 
Name:  ____________________________________________________________ 
 
Address:  __________________________________________________________ 
        City, Zip 
 
Phone Numbers: Home: ________________        Cell: ______________________ 
 
Email (used only for communication related to VBS):______________________________________ 
 
Parent’s Name (for participants 13 and younger):    _______________________________________ 
 
Emergency Contact Name and Phone Number (if different from parent):  
__________________________________________________________________ 
 
Age (not necessary for adult class): _______    Rising Grade:  _____________ 

PLEASE SEE BACK PAGE. 

http://www.ob-cc.org/


 

Church you currently attend:  ________________________________________________________ 
Note:  If you do not have a church at this time, you are always welcome to join us at Olive Branch. 
 
Medical: To make sure your child’s VBS experience is a safe and happy one, we would 
appreciate any necessary information regarding medical conditions, allergies, etc. 
 
None: __________  Yes (explain):    ______________________________________________ 

 
 

DROP-OFF AND DISMISSAL INFORMATION 
 
Dinner will be served each evening promptly at 5:30 p.m. in the New Fellowship Hall.  Small 
children must be accompanied by an adult.  Family members are welcome to eat dinner with their 
child each evening.  The Program will start at 6:00 pm in the New Fellowship Hall and will conclude 
by 8:00 pm.   Please plan to pick up your children at 8:00 pm in front of the Education Building.  In 
case of delay, please call us so that we may be prepared.   
Church Office Phone Number:  (757) 566-8077. 

 
Name and phone number of person picking up your child/children (if different from above):   

 
__________________________________________________________________ 
 

WE NEED VOLUNTEERS:  Parents who wish to volunteer to help in some capacity please 
provide contact information.   
 
__________________________________________________________________ 
 

I also understand that photographs may be taken during activities of VBS that may include 
my child. 

 
_____________________________________________          ________________ 
                              Parent/Guardian  Signature                                                 Date                    
 
 

Thanks in advance for allowing your child/children to share in this Vacation Bible School 
experience.  We hope that it will be fulfilling as well as uplifting. 
 
 
Jess Morse, Director 
Cell Phone:  (757) 947-4300 
Church Office Phone Number:  (757) 566-8077 
 
 

  



 

 

 
Hey, Kids!!    This is YOUR page in “The 
Olive Branch”, and will be included in each 
newsletter. 
 

Pentecost 

A New Wind Blowing  

 
 

Scripture: When the day of Pentecost 
came, they were all together in one room.  
Suddenly a sound like the blowing of a 
strong wind came from heaven and filled the 
whole house where they were sitting.  They 
saw what seemed to be tongues of fire that 
separated and came to rest on each of them.  
All of them were filled with the Holy Spirit 
and began to speak in other languages as 
the Spirit gave them ability. 
(Acts 2:1-4) 

 
It is great fun to watch a kite soaring 

high in the sky.  What is it that keeps the kit 
up there?  It is the wind.  Have you ever 
seen the wind? Well…no one has actually 
seen the wind because it is invisible.  If we 
can’t see the wind, how do we know that it is 
there? 

 
One way is that we can hear it 

whistling through the trees. Another way we 
can know the wind is there is that we can  
 
 

 
see it moving things…like the leaves on the  
trees. Another way is that we can feel it 
against our faces and blowing our hair.   

 
Many churches celebrate a special day 

called Pentecost.  It was on Pentecost Day 
that God sent his Holy Spirit to the disciples 
and friends gathered together in a room.  All 
at once there was a sound like a mighty, 
rushing wind, and they were all filled with 
the Holy Spirit.  God’s Holy Spirit is like the 
wind…we can’t see him, but we can know 
that he is there, just like we can know that 
the wind is there.   

 
We can know the Holy Spirit is there 

because we can hear him.  The Bible 
says…”Behold, I stand at the door and 
knock, and if any man hears my voice and 
opens the door, I will come to him.”  We 
can’t see the Holy Spirit, but we know he is 
there because he speaks to our hearts. 

 
Another way we can know the Holy 

Spirit is there is that we can see him moving 
people to do God’s will.  The Bible says the 
Spirit of God moves his people to speak and 
to do things for him.  We can’t see God, but 
we can see people doing things that God’s 
Holy Spirit has moved them to do. 

 
We can know the Holy Spirit is there 

because we can feel his presence.  The Bible 
says…”I will fear no evil for Thou art with 
me.”   The Bible also says…”if we love one 
another, God lives in us.”  We can’t see the 
Holy Spirit, but we know he is there because 
we can feel his presence in our life. 
 
 
 
 
LET’S PRAY:  Father, thank you for 
sending your Holy Spirit.  Even though we 
can’t see him, we thank you that we can 
hear him speak to our hearts, feel his 
presence in our daily lives, and see him  
moving us to do your will.  In Jesus’ name 
we pray.  AMEN. 

 
 



 

 
 

 
 
 
 
 

 

 
 
 
 



 

 
 
 

Word Jumble  
Acts 2:1-21  

Unscramble each word and then place the numbered letters in the  
numbered boxes at the bottom to reveal the "Final Answer." 

 
 

 
 

PUZZLE CLUES 
 

Check your answers by looking them up 
in the Bible.  (Clues are from the NIV) 
 

1. A sound like the blowing of a violent 
______ came from heaven. (Acts 2:2) 

2. They saw what seemed to be tongues 
of ______.  (Acts 2:3) 

3. All of them were filled with the Holy 
______.  (Acts 2:4) 

4. They began to ______ in other 
tongues as the Spirit enabled them.  
(Acts 2:4) 

5. Peter stood up and spoke to the 
______ of people.  (Acts 2:14) 

 
FINAL ANSWER:  All of these events took 
place on the day of ______.  (Acts 2:1) 
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