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We Are What We Are 
May 2012 

 
“Rejoice with those who rejoice, weep with those 

who weep. Live in harmony with one another…do not 
claim to be wiser than you are.” Romans 12:15-16. 

There are plenty of people who can tell you 
all the things the church of Jesus Christ does 
poorly. We have heard them listed throughout our 
lives. And let’s be honest: there are things we have 
not done that needed to be done; positions we did 
not voice that should have been said. As for why, 
we only need to look in the mirror. We are men and 
women filled with imperfections. We tend to be 
selfish, sometimes argumentative, and not always 
reflective of Christ in our actions or words. We 
often know what we should do, yet instead choose 
to do the opposite. But as the Apostle Paul so 
clearly put it: “But by the grace of God I am what I am, 
and his grace toward me has not been in vain.”(I Cor. 
15:10) In other words, we are flawed creations, not 
the best of building materials. It is like searching 
for a straight 2 by 4 in the bin at Home Depot.  You 
have to cull through five in order to find one!  We 
are what we are; yet God has chosen through his 
grace to use us.  
 And it is because of that grace that I want to 
lift up one thing that the church of Jesus Christ, and 
in particular Olive Branch Christian Church, does 
well: we care for one another. To echo Paul in 
Romans, we like to laugh and have fun with each  
 

other, but we also know what it is like to cry with 
each other, especially those who have lost their 
loved ones. We take care of our own, we look out 
for our brothers and sisters in Christ. Over the last 
two weeks I have seen this care freely given, as we 
have said goodbye to Jimmy and Bob, and 
wrapped our arms around Vicki and Judy. We 
have shared our love through words, cards, visits, 
food, prayers, and unseen acts of kindness and 
support. As a member of our church is fond of 
asking, ‘how do people without a church family 
make it through times like these?’ I don’t know, 
and don’t want to find out! 
 Our love for one another is what makes this 
church so special. It is our love for others that will 
help us grow, especially if we continue to give God 
the glory. For we are just culled building items, not 
fit for the task at hand, but by the grace of God 
given a chance and a purpose. Thanks Be To God! 

Blessings, 
   Richard 

 

 
 

Monday, May 28, 2011 

http://www.ob-cc.org/
mailto:obcc1833@gmail.com
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 Last month Olive Branch said its farewells 
to two of its saints in a way befitting our Christian  
faith.  Each of them left us a spiritual legacy.  From 
Jimmy, it was the example of ecumenical Bible 
study.  Renamed The James M. Anderson Men’s 
Bible Study, men from many denominations, and 
occasionally different faiths, join each week for 
study of the scripture.  For Bob, it was the model of 
eldership.  Bob showed us what Paul described in 
Titus 1:5-9. 
 Thank you to all who helped us celebrate 
the lives of Jim Anderson and Bob Eley. 
 I have heard one regret, and several people 
expressed it.  We need to celebrate one another 
more during their lifetime.  Take time to speak, 
write, or call someone this week to celebrate the 
good things they have done. 

Andy Bradshaw 
Board Chair 

 

~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ 
 

 The Regional Assembly of the Christian 
Church in Virginia will take place at Lynchburg 
College, June 1-3.  The program includes 
presentations on the Disciples’ rural roots, 
congregational life styles, our mission heritage and 
current mission opportunities.  There are numerous 
workshops and interest group conversations, and 
music by Andra Moran (who wrote several of the 
Chalice hymns).  There is no limit on how many 
can attend from a congregation, but you need to 
register by May 15.  Olive Branch should have a 
dozen or more.  See Pat for additional information 
or go online to the Regional Assembly page at 
www.ccinva.org. 
 

 
 
 We were pleased to welcome the Cooper 
family into our church membership on April 22nd.  
Thank you Arnie, Denise, Zachary and Justin for 
joining our family! 

 

 
 

The following scriptures will be used 
during the Sunday worship in May.  The 
underlined passages are the primary passages for 
Pastor Richard’s sermons. 
 

May 6  John 15:1-8; 1 John 4:7-21   
May 13  Hunter Creech, guest speaker 
May 20  1 John 5:9-13; John 17:6-19 
May 27  Acts 2:1-21; Romans 8:23-27 
 
 

 

 
 
 
Olive Branch Church Family…. 
 
 Thank you for the cards, telephone calls and 
expressions of sympathy for the recent death of my 
sister, Connie Ruth Scaggs. 
 We appreciate your love and prayers 
always. 

Sincerely, 
Marlies Brantley 

 
 

Olive Branch Christian Church: 
 
 Thanks so much for your continuing food 
donations to the St. Olaf Food Pantry.  During 
March we served a record 89 families, including 17 
new families.  The need is increasing, and you’re 
helping us meet that need. 
 Wishing you a blessed Holy Week. 

Tom Melzek 
St. Olaf Catholic Church 

http://www.ccinva.org/
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SERVING  IN  MAY 
 

Elders 
 
May 6 Bob Key, Gail Key   
May 13 Bob Schmidt 
May 20 Hunter Creech, Fred Rothermel 
May 27 Doug Dill, Ralph Hutton 
 
 

Deacons 
 
May 6 Michael Heslink, Emily Friend 
 Danny Pitts, Elna Pitts 
May 13 Dale Teagle, Morgan Rowe 
 Barbara Schmidt, Abby Matschke 
May 20 Lucy Hall, Marci Millican 
 Dennis Williams, Harold McKeel 
May 27 Tonya Meadows, Tracie Hutton 
 Roy Sullivan, Ellen Sullivan 
 

Acolytes  
 

May 6 
8:30/11:00 Zach Cooper, Lauren Morse 
  
May 13 
8:30/11:00 Lauren Ries, Haley Creech 
 
May 20 
8:30/11:00 Angelica Poland, Curtis Morse 
 
May 27 
8:30/11:00 Kelsey Creech, Patrick Gormus 
 
 

Deaconess 
 

Connie Cason 
 
 

Kid’s Club 
 

May 6  Edie Larkin 
May 13  Tracy Hutton 
May 20  Marney Brickhouse 
May 27  VOLUNTEER NEEDED 

 
 

 
 

HOMEBOUND 
 

Tommy Hoar, Audrey White 
 
Church Family:  Murray & Paulette Moyce, Grace 
Hatfield, Lena Jeffries, Jeffrey Johns, Pat Allred, 
Jimmy Allred & family, Jesse Hall, Nancy Cates, 
Russell & Sarah Waid, Bruce Kerr, Judy Biggs, 
Helen Pruitt, Jerry Ainsworth, Mike Dente, Sr., 
Dave & Bonnie Willard, Patty Neary, Paula 
Thacker, Lucy Hall, Robert Wilkins, Bill Fletcher, 
Paul Biggs, Brittney Kidd, and Duie Brantley. 
 
Family and Friends:  William Phares, Jr., Bob & 
Betty Millican, Bill Perkins, Eric Sieman (Marney 
Brickhouse’s son), Trevor Waite (Ellen Waite’s 
grandson), Jan McGinnis, Bertha Shaw, Tim 
McKinny (close friend of the Duke’s),  Christina 
Vitek (Irma & Bob Gustafson’s 5-year old 
granddaughter), Eddie Ratcliffe, Sarah Kerr (Bruce 
and Carol Kerr's granddaughter), Joshua H. 
Johnson (Cheryl & Gene Johnson’s 18-month 
grandson, Mondo Rodriguez (friend of Bob & Barb 
Schmidt), Peggy Dickens (Vicki Anderson's sister), 
Joyce Parker (Judy Eley’s aunt), Don & Linda 
Patten (friends of Keeta Hodson), Thomas Wynne, 
Karen Dutton, Karen Evans, Gary Sullivan (Roy & 
Ellen Sullivan’s son), Kelly Hipple, Amy Johnson, 
David Barrow, Joyce Holt (Mabel Jones’ daughter), 
the Kanode family, Kelela Russel, Iris Reeder 
(Nancy Griffith’s sister), Bill Rice, Sheri Jones 
Vaughan, Freddie Jones, Scott Edwards, Mary Jane 
Guynn, Kim B., Susan Hovemeyer and her 
husband Chuck (Debbie Johns’ sister), and the men 
& women in our Armed Forces. 
 
 
 NOTE:   Please review the names listed for our ‘Prayer 
Concerns’, and contact the church office if someone’s name is 
able to be removed from the list or if you would like someone’s 
name added. 
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Christian Women’s Fellowship 
 

Thanks from CWF President 
 

This has been a month of service and caring 
for everyone in our church.  The loss of two of our 
beloved members has touched us all.  I would 
especially like to thank everyone who gave of their 
time, food, and caring for the receptions.  All of the 
family members were so appreciative of the 
beautiful and bountiful food tables and the caring 
and love given to them. I received so many 
compliments for these functions, but I quickly 
relayed the message that this is "Olive Branch" and 
we all work together to serve the Lord and our 
fellow man.    

I would also like to thank everyone who 
came to the Wednesday family night, April 25th.  
Emilio’s choir was awesome and all of us really 
enjoyed their beautiful music!  After they 
entertained us, they joined us for an absolutely 
delicious dinner and could not say enough about 
"all" the wonderful food, including the  chicken, 
macaroni and cheese, corn, salads, and the carrot 
soufflé.  One mentioned that we were really 
Southern cooks because there was fried Okra on the 
table.  Another asked me where the cantaloupe 
came from because it was soooooo good and the 
deserts were "scrumptious"! We asked that 
everyone come and bring just a little extra for the 
choir and I must say you all out-did yourselves.  
Thank you, thank you, thank you!!!!!!!!! 

God Bless You Always.    
Marney Brickhouse 

CWF President 
 

~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ 
 

Spring time reminders from CWF 
 

On May 12th we will have our annual 
Mother-daughter Tea at 2:00 in the New Fellowship 
Hall.  We welcome all and hope that you will 

compliment your outfit with a lovely hat.  We again 
will have prizes for the most beautiful and the most 
unusual.  We will be honoring one of our members 
with the "Daughter of God" award so please come 
out and help us celebrate. 

Another event this month is the Spring SPA 
(Self-care, Prayer, and Action) Days which will be 
held at Hilton Christian Church on May 19th.  We 
will meet at the church at 8:30 a.m. to car pool and 
caravan and should be back by 3:00 p.m...  We have 
ten ladies signed up already and would love to 
have more.  The cost is $7.00 and includes a light 
breakfast and lunch.  Those who have attended 
before assure me that it is spiritually uplifting, and 
a chance to meet and share with other Christian 
ladies around the state.  Please call me for any 
further information or to make a reservation to 
attend.  My cell number is 757-880-2545 and home is 
757-229-1423.        

 Enjoy each and every day, as it is so 
precious.    

Blessing to all, 
 Marney Brickhouse 

CWF President 
 

~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~  
 
Tuesday Morning Circle:  The Tuesday circle met 
April 17th at Interlude, with eight women and two 
honorary members; we missed those who could not 
attend. 

We enjoyed our usual covered dish lunch, 
and our time together. 
 Elaine Henk gave us a test on what we had 
been studying about the Moslem religion.  We 
really enjoyed the discussion and the different 
opinions.  Thanks Elaine, you are doing a great job 
and we are all learning a lot. 

We discussed upcoming events.  Our May 
meeting will be May 8th, 11:45 a.m., at Interlude.  
Later in the Summer we plan to have a picnic, the 
location still to be determined.  Come join us. 

Donna Haulsee 
Circle Leader 

 
~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ 

 
BLESSING BOXES DUE BY OCTOBER 1ST 

  
Your blessing boxes are due by October 1st.  

We would like to have them dedicated on October 
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7th during worship.  If you fill your box, please 
leave it in the narthex or give to one of our ladies.  
Please fill free to take another blessing box and fill 
it.  Half of your blessing box offering goes to 
support the mission of the whole church through 
the Disciples Mission Fund and half goes to 
support Disciples Women's ministries in leadership 
training, study materials, leadership at retreats 
around the country, development of women-
specific ministry and education, funding for Bread 
for the World, Church Women United, World Day 
of Prayer, and even more.  So, every time you put 
something in that blessing box, you are helping far 
more than you could have ever imagined.  That is 
why they are called BLESSING BOXES. 

Gail Key   
 

 

 
 
 
May 6 Roy & Ellen Sullivan 
May 13  Danny & Elna Pitts 
May 20  AVAILABLE 
May 27  Dave & Diana Love 
   
NOTE:  Please note all the “available” Sundays for 
this month!   
  
 The 2012 Flower Chart is posted on the 
Narthex Bulletin Board.  If you wish to donate 
flowers for the Sanctuary sign up by the 
appropriate week (PLEASE PRINT).  You are asked 
to bring your flowers and place them on the floor 
in front of the communion table by 8:00 a.m. on 
your Sunday. 
 
 
 

 

 
 

MAY  BIRTHDAYS 
 

 1 Ruby Jones 
 3 Connie Cason 
 7 Ginny Hammack 
 8 Donna Haulsee 
 10 Michael Heslink 
 14  Susan Pruitt 
 16 Duie Brantley 
 17 Vicki Anderson 
 23 Katherine Jones 
 24 Elizabeth Poland 

Richard Thiel 
25 Kim Canny 
29 Randy Houchens 
30 Kim Trexler 

Meredith Trexler 
 

NOTE:  If you have not seen your birthday listed, and 
would like it included, please contact the office. 
 

Update from the 
Program Planning Team Advocates 

 
WORLD OUTREACH 

 
Pentecost Special Offering 

May 20th and 27th 
 

 When was the first time you remember 
receiving the bread and drinking the grape juice?  
These simple symbols draw us back to the sacrifice 
that Christ made for each of us.  These symbols 
take us to the many places and tables where we 
have shared the common loaf and fruit of the vine.  
This year’s Pentecost motto, “Setting the Table in 
New Places,” reminds each of us we are called to 

http://www.churchart.com/Subscriber/ViewImages.aspx?keywords=Spring Borders&entry_date=1/1/0001&image_type=,cl,ca,ph,pp,bc&topic_id=&image_source_id=&page=2


 

- 6 - 

take the table to places in our society that don’t 
currently have a Disciples witness.   
 For the past 12 years the Pentecost Offering 
has been in place to support the planting of new 
churches.  During that period of time God has used 
the Christian Church (Disciples of Christ) to start  
 
more than 730 new churches.  These new churches 
have reached more than 45,000 people for Christ.  
A large number of these people are new to the 
faith.  When you give to the Pentecost Offering, 
you help support these new churches.  One half of 
the offering stays in the region where you live and 
one half goes to the general new church office to 
fund the recruitment, assessment, training and 
coaching of new church pastors, spouses and core 
team members.  In the past 12 years more than 
1,300 persons have been trained, on your behalf, to 
spread the Good News of the Gospel. 
 In response to the Great Commission we at 
Olive Branch can assist by giving to this special 
offering which will be used for starting new 
churches and bringing more people in touch with 
Jesus Christ.  We will receive the Pentecost 
Offering on May 20 and 27th.  Please give 
generously. 

Carolyn Hunt 
PPT World Outreach Advocate 

  
 
 

The Necessity of Evangelism” 
 

Easter is past.   We have witnessed the 
Resurrection of our Lord.  Now what?  I challenge 
you to go back and re-read the last chapter of all 
four Gospels.  I found the words of Luke 24:44-49 
most revealing, where it says, "He opened their 
minds so they could understand the scriptures", 
and the last part of verse 49 where Jesus told the 
disciples "but stay in the city until you have been 
clothed with power from on high."  What does that 
mean exactly?  Acts 1:5 records Jesus' words, "For 
John baptized with water, but in a few days, you 
will be baptized with the Holy Spirit".  In other 
words, it is the Holy Spirit of God that will equip 
us with the ability to spread this Good News of the 
Gospel to the world. 

As I listen to the prayers of the saints who 
gather here at the church on Monday mornings to 
pray, I am assured that the words of Jesus are both 

true and lasting.  The in-dwelling Holy Spirit is 
indeed powerful and trustworthy.   

Will you allow Him to shore you up for the 
task of "going and telling"?  I pray so. 

 Louise Smith 
PPT Evangelism Advocate 

 
Blanket the World with Love 

 

 
 
 With Mother’s Day approaching (Sunday, 
May 13th), you may sign up for purchasing a 
blanket in honor of or in memory of your loved 
ones and friends.  Forms will be included in the 
bulletins on Sunday, May 6th.   Please return the 
form, with your money, to the church office no 
later than Monday, May 7th. 
 The “Blankets +” Program is a special 
mission opportunity to assist people in need 
around the world. 
 Last year “Blankets +” provided more than 
14,350 light and heavy-weight blankets to families 
in need.  Church World Services sent 1,675 blankets 
to First Presbyterian Church in Johnson City, New 
York, along with 120 blankets for the New 
Hampshire Food Bank as part of the response to 
Hurricane Irene.  Blankets went to California, 
Colorado and Montana for homeless families, the 
elderly and economically disadvantaged. 
 Each $5.00 donation for a blanket will let 
people know…”God is our refuge and strength, a 
very present help in trouble”.   (Psalm 46:1). 
 Coming up in the Fall, Church World 
Service wants to have an “Ending Hunger One Step 
At A Time – Crop Hunger Walk”.  What makes a 



 

- 7 - 

Crop Hunger Walk special?  It is a community-
based and interfaith effort.  These “walks” have an 
impact both locally and globally.  More information 
will be coming in the future on the Crop Hunger 
Walk.  Step Up!   We Need You!!! 

In His Name, 
Sheila Yeatts 

 
 

 
  
 Notes from the Wild Side 
 
 Backstage Productions did a 
great job with their performance of 
Joseph and the Amazing Technicolor 
Dream Coat!   Thank you to those who 
came out for this show.  Our Youth 
Group made $130.00. 
 We will be having a luncheon on 
Sunday, May 20th, following the 11 
o’clock service.  We will be having a 
guest speaker, Christian Saadeh.  She 
was our site leader at the Raleigh 
County, West Virginia mission trip.  
We are looking forward to seeing her 
and hearing about what God has planned 
for her.  The cost is $5.00 per 
person. 
 We will be having a car wash 
sometime over the summer.  I will 
announce the date as soon as I know.  
Our upcoming meetings are May 6th and 
20th; June 3rd and 17th. 
  
 CHECK us OUT On FACEBOOK!! 
 

Courtney Holt and Abby Matschke  
 
 

 
 

Plans for Children and Youth Summer 
Sunday School Program 

 
Our Sunday School teachers do an amazing 

job each week leading our children and youth in 
biblical-based lessons. They are taking a much-
deserved break over the summer. Sunday School 
will still be in session, and we could use YOUR 
help! 

We are looking for a team of 2, 3, or 4 
individuals who would be willing to help lead the 
combined (all classes will be combined to 1) 
summer Sunday School program. This summer 
session will start on June 17th and last through 
September 2nd (Labor Day).  We are considering 
curriculum that can be used and we are open to 
your ideas, suggestions, and creative approaches. 

Please do give this prayerful consideration 
and let us know if you can serve our children and 
youth in this way.  

Christy Jensen & Missy Harbour 
Youth Ministry Advocates 

 
 

 
 

Bell/Chime Choir 
 

There is interest in reviving the Bell Choir, 
which will include the new Chimes.  If any of you 
are interested (age 15 and above), please contact 
Bob Schmidt, (757) 345-0292, to put your name on 
the list.  This is the first step, and the second step 
will be to have an organizational meeting.  One 
does not  need to read music, but if you do that is a 
plus.  I anticipate this to be a fun time as well as 
producing some good music.   As of now, I am 
going to be the director (hope this does not scare 
anyone away).  I hope to hear from you soon! 

Bob Schmidt 
 

~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~  
 

Thank you to all of the participants who 
helped with the Lenten and Easter services.  There 
were several who were noticed and many more 
that were behind the scenes.  Ashes were prepared 
for Ash Wednesday, there were readers during 

http://www.churchart.com/subscriber/viewimages.aspx?keywords=Summer Sunday School&entry_date=1/1/0001&image_type=,cl,ca,ph,ea,pp,bc
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many of the special services, special music, palms 
and lilies for Holy week, drapes on the cross, 
prayer vigil preparation, and extra duties from the 
deaconess, deacons and elders.   All of us working 
together is what makes our services special!  Also, 
thanks to the men who prepared the sunrise 
breakfast and the youth for the Easter Egg hunt! 
We are truly blessed at Olive Branch! 
     Susan Kohlman 

 Worship Advocate 
 
 

 
 
Hey, Kids!!    This is YOUR page in “The 
Olive Branch”, and will be included in each 
newsletter. 
 
 
 

"Seeing Is Believing!” 
  

 

 
SCRIPTURE: Then Jesus told him 
(Thomas), "Because you have seen 
me, you have believed; blessed are 
those who have not seen and yet have 
believed.”   John 20:29 

 

Do you find it easy to believe what 
someone tells you, even if what they tell 
you seems impossible? Sometimes we 
must see something before we believe it, 
don't we? 

On the evening of the first Sunday 
after Jesus had been crucified, his disciples 
were together in a locked room.  They were 
afraid that those who had crucified Jesus 
would also want to put them to death.   

 
 
 
Suddenly, Jesus appeared there in 

the locked room with the disciples.  It was  
hard to believe, but they saw him and 
Jesus showed them his wounds in his 
hands and his side, so they knew it was 
him. 

One of the disciples, whose name 
was Thomas, was not with the others when 
Jesus came to them.  When they told 
Thomas that they had seen Jesus, he did 
not believe them.  He had seen him 
crucified and buried; how could he be 
alive?  Thomas said, "Unless I see the 
wound in his side and put my finger in the 
holes where the nails were in his hands, I 
will not believe it!" 

A week later, the disciples were in 
the locked room again and this time 
Thomas was with them. Again, Jesus came 
and stood among the disciples. Jesus, said 
to Thomas, "Put your finger here; see my 
hands.  Reach out your hand and put it into 
my side.  Stop doubting and believe." 

Thomas fell on his knees and 
answered Jesus, "My Lord and my God!" 
Jesus said to him, "Because you have seen 
me, you have believed; blessed are those 
who have not seen and yet have believed. 

"You and I have never seen Jesus 
with our own eyes.  The question is, will we 
be a doubter, or will we be one of those 
who Jesus said were blessed because they 
believe, even though they have not seen?  
We, like Thomas, sometimes have to see to 
believe 
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LET’S PRAY:  Dear Father, help us to 
believe in our heart the truths we find in 
your Holy Word, even though we have not 
seen them with our eyes. Amen. 
 

 
 
Can you find this story in the Bible? 

Luke 24:36-40 
John 20:19 -29  
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