
The Olive Branch 

 

 

   DECEMBER 2011 
 

                Olive Branch Christian Church 
                                                                   (Disciples of Christ)                  
Richard D. Cline, minister 
Pat Dressler, secretary                                       Web Address:  www.ob-cc.org 
757-566-8077 (Office)                            Office Email Address:  obcc@widomaker.com 
 
 
 

 
 

Happy New Year! 
 

I am not a famous person.  Because I am 
not a famous person, I can once in a while say 
things that sound like the mumblings of an 
addled preacher and get away with it.  However, 
famous politicians do not enjoy the same luxury.  
When they make a mistake, everyone remembers, 
and it is recorded for history.  President Calvin 
Coolidge made this profound observation in 
1931: "When a great many people are unable to 
find work, unemployment results." So that is why 
we have unemployment! Thanks, Cal! Former 
Vice-President Al Gore remarked, "A zebra does 
not change its spots."  How true.  But one of my 
favorite gaffs has to be from President Dwight 
Eisenhower: “Things are more like they are today 
than they’ve ever been before.”  Just what are you 
trying to say, Ike? 

So I am in good company when I say to 
one and all, “Happy New Year,” especially when 
you look at the calendar and note that we have 
yet to reach December 31. Yet we are in a new 
year, not the year of 2012, but a new church year.  
In our liturgical calendar, the first Sunday of 
Advent  is the first day of the new church year.  
And so we will begin our faith journey through 
the annunciation, incarnation, life, death, and 
resurrection of Jesus the Christ. 

  

How was your journey over the last year? 
Hopefully your relationship to Christ was deepened, 
your commitment increased, and your relationships 
to your brothers and sisters in Christ renewed.  And 
if you are not where you think you should be, take 
heart; our faith journey cannot be completed in a 
year.  It takes time and effort.  And thankfully we 
have a new year to work on it. 

So if you need a new year’s resolution, here is 
a suggestion: commit yourself to participating in a 
Sunday School class, a Wednesday night study, 
volunteering to be part of one of our mission projects, 
and regular attendance in worship.  What better time 
to start than the Advent and Christmas season?   See 
you Sunday. 

Blessings, 
   Richard 

 
 

 
 

 
 

PLEASE NOTE: 
 

The Church Office will be closed on Friday, 
December 23rd, Monday, December 26th, 

and Friday, December 30th. 
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mailto:obcc@widomaker.com�


 

 

 
 

 
Several years ago the method for 

distributing our Disciple Mission Fund Special day 
offerings (Easter, Pentecost, Thanksgiving and 
Christmas) was changed so that each one was 
dedicated to a specific ministry.  Pentecost is for 
new church development.  Thanksgiving is for 
education institutions.  The Christmas offering is 
for Regional Ministry (our state is referred to as a 
“region”).  This had the unexpected result of 
sharply reducing revenue for the Virginia Regional 
Church and making financial planning more 
difficult with a major source of revenue coming at 
the end of the year.  The Virginia Region has 
adapted by reducing its staff but still provides 
tremendous value to Virginia Disciples.  Olive 
Branch benefits from the Region’s Search and Call 
Ministry (that’s how we connected with Richard), 
Blackstone Retreat events, Craig Springs camps and 
conferences (several Olive Branch youth attended 
last summer), training and inspirational programs 
at Regional Assembly, the Virginia Christian 
Newsletter, and many other Regional ministries. 
  

In tough economic times, it is a natural 
tendency to concentrate on purely local needs, but 
it would be a short sighted mistake to reduce our 
support for the Region.  In the coming year we will 
consider some ways in which we can do more for 
the Regional church, but for now, please give 
generously to the Christmas special day offering. 

 
Andy Bradshaw 

Board Chair 
 

 

 
 

 

 
 
 
December 4: Isaiah 40:1-11; 2 Peter 3:8-15a; 
 Mark 1:1-8  
December 11: Isaiah 61:1-4, 8-11; Thessalonians 5:16- 
 24; John 1:6-8, 19-28 
December 18: 2 Samuel 7:1-11, 16; Romans 16:25- 
 27; Luke 1:26-38 
December 25: Isaiah 9:2-7; Titus 2:11-14; 
 Luke 2:1-14 (15-20) 

 
 

 
 

Christmas Day 
Sunday 

December 25th 



 

 

 
 

SERVING  IN  DECEMBER 
 

Elders 
 
December 4 Bob Key, Gail Key   
December 11 Jim Thacker, Dave Wolverton 
December 18 Chuck Walker, Hunter Creech 
December 25 Andy Bradshaw, Ann Bradshaw 
 

Deacons 
 
December 4 Marci Millican-Hubbard, Lucy Hall 
 Dennis Williams, Harold McKeel 
  
December 11 Donna Haulsee, Tonya Meadows 
 Roy Sullivan, Ellen Sullivan 
 
December 18 Tracy Creech, Norman Hall 
 Mike Ayers, Maralyn Carr 
 
December 25 Sean Gormus, Dawn Gormus 
 Mike Garrett, Sheila Yeatts 
 
 

Acolytes  
 
December 4 
8:30/11:00 Lauren Ries, Kimberlee Bartley  
 
December 11   
8:30/11:00 Zach Cooper, Patrick Gormus 
 
December 18  
8:30/11:00 Angelica Poland, Bryant Walker 
 
December 25 
8:30/11:00 Justin Cooper, Todd Meadows 
 
 

Deaconess 
 

Dale Teagle 
 

 
 

HOMEBOUND 
Tommy Hoar, Bessie Apperson, Audrey White 

 
OTHER CONCERNS 

Church Family:  Murray & Paulette Moyce, Buddy 
“Skilly” Seal, Grace Hatfield, Jimmy Anderson, Lena 
Jeffries, Jeffrey Johns, Pat Allred & family, Jesse 
Hall, Nancy Cates, Russell & Sarah Waid, Bruce 
Kerr, Judy Biggs, Jeanne Bell, Helen Pruitt, Jerry 
Ainsworth, Mike Dente, Sr., Doug Dill, and Dave & 
Bonnie Willard. 
 
Family and Friends:  William Phares, Jr., Bob & 
Betty Millican, Bill Perkins, Eddie Bonilla, Eric 
Sieman (Marney Brickhouse’s son), Trevor Waite 
(Ellen Waite’s grandson), Jan McGinnis, Pauline 
Beam, Bertha Shaw, Shawn Michael Neary (Patty 
Neary’s grandson), Tim McKinny (close friend of 
the Duke’s),  Sharon Moss (Phyllis Taylor’s sister), 
Christina Vitek (the Gustafson’s 5-year old 
granddaughter), Family of Virginia Jones, Eddie 
Ratcliffe, Debbie Iversen, Gary Ball, and the men & 
women in our Armed Forces. 
 
 NOTE:   Please review the names listed for our ‘Prayer 
Concerns’, and contact the church office if someone’s name is able to 
be removed from the list or if you would like someone’s name added. 

 
 

Remembering Our Shut-ins 
  

During this Christmas season please take 
the time to send a note or Christmas Card to our 
members who are unable to attend worship.  Some 
are at home, others are in extended care facilities.  

 
Two of our members are at Consulate: 

Michael Dente 
Audrey White 

 
Take the time to send them a card or make 

a visit.  Share the spirit of Christmas with others. 



 

 

 

 
 

Christian Women’s Fellowship 
 

The CWF annual Fall Fashion Show & 
Luncheon was held on Saturday, October  22nd  
with approximately 75 in attendance.  The food 
was delicious, the fashions and models were lovely 
and a good time was had by all.  The afghan was 
won by Sophia Wiggins (Donna Haulsee’s 
daughter-in-law) and the quilt was won by our 
own Barb Schmidt.  Our final earnings (after 
expenses) were $4,541.30.  Our heartfelt thanks to 
everyone who donated items and helped in any 
way.  We could not do it without your help. 

We will collect monies for our Christmas 
families thru December 18th.  You can give your 
check or cash to Nancy Griffith, Shirley Harrison, 
Marney Brickhouse or Donna Haulsee any time 
before the 18th.  Your support is greatly 
appreciated. 

This year we are doing a “Spirit Tree” for 
the children on the Mattaponi Indian Reservation 
in West Point.  The tree will be downstairs in the 
New Fellowship Hall.  There will be 40 tags 
hanging on the tree with names and information 
for things these children need.  Please take a tag 
and purchase what you can for that child.  Bring 
your items in gift bags and leave them under the 
tree.  We will take care of getting them delivered 
before Christmas.  Thank you so much for helping 
these children to have a merry Christmas! 

This will be my last CWF newsletter article 
as president.  New officers will be installed at our 
December 12th Christmas dinner at 6:30 p.m. in the 
New Fellowship Hall.  It’s a covered dish dinner 
and everyone is invited, including the men!  Prayer 
sisters will exchange gifts and names will be drawn 
for new prayer sisters. 

Donna Haulsee  
CWF President 

 
 

Tuesday Circle:   The Tuesday Morning Circle met 
November 8th at Interlude, with a small group of 
eight members which included two of our 
honorary members and three guests staying at 
Interlude.  

After a delicious lunch and a birthday cake 
for Elaine Henk, Cheryl Johnson and Irma 
Gustafson, we had a short meeting to keep us up 
on the coming events; then Elaine began our study 
on Revelation.   Thank you, Elaine; we all enjoyed 
your presentation.  We will be starting a new study 
in January, to be announced at a later date.  Hope 
others will join us at that time.  Elaine does an 
excellent bible study.  

Our next meeting will be December 12th at 
6:30 p.m., and will be a joint meeting with a 
covered dish dinner, and an exchange of gifts for 
the prayer sisters, at which time we will draw new 
prayer sisters for 2012.  Everyone is invited, 
including friends and spouses. 

Come join us for a lovely evening.  Mark 
your calendar that there will be no Tuesday Circle 
in December.  Have a wonderful Thanksgiving. 

Donna Haulsee 
 Tuesday Morning Circle Leader  

 
 

                       
 
 December 4  Bob & June Phillips
 December 11  Creech Family 
 December 18  Poinsettias
 December 25  Poinsettias 

 
 NOTE:  The 2011 Flower Chart is posted on 
the Narthex Bulletin Board.  If you wish to donate 
flowers for the Sanctuary sign up by the 
appropriate week (PLEASE PRINT).  You are 
asked to bring your flowers and place them on the 
floor in front of the communion table by 8:00 a.m. 
on your Sunday. 
 
 
 
 



 

 

                 
 

December Birthdays 
 

2 Allison Otey 
      4 Donna Garrett 
   Dana Rothermel 
     6 Kay Ainsworth 
  8 Skylar Jensen 
   Paulette Moyce 
   Fred Rothermel 
  10 Sharon Pullen 
   12 Bob Hutton 
    13 Tracy Creech 
  15 Jeffrey Johns 
  14 Steve White 
 16 Wayne Jones 
  Cleve Wright 
                  17 Lauren Ries 

Dee Stockton 
     20 Ellen Sullivan 
   Ronald Yeatts 
     23 Patrick Gormus 
   Jim Thacker 
 24 Carita Hodson 

27 Becky Baker 
  30        Robert Cox, III 

 
 
 

 
 
 

 
 
 

 
 
 

Advent and Christmas at OBCC! 
 

• 12/04: Youth Fund Raiser in New Fellowship 
Hall (2-4 p.m.) 

• 12/11: Children’s Christmas Pageant at 5:30 
p.m. 

• 12/12:  CWF Christmas Dinner at 6:30 p.m. 
• 12/21: Choir Cantata at 7:00 p.m. 

(reception to follow in New Fellowship 
Hall) 

• 12/24:  Christmas Eve Candlelight Worship 
Service at 7:00 p.m. 

• 12/25: Christmas Day Worship: 
o  8:30 a.m.  – Festival of Lessons and 

    Carols 
o 9:45 a.m.   –  Sunday School 
o 11:00 a.m. – Festival of Lessons and 

    Carols 
 

 
 

 
 

To our Church Family, 
 Thank you so very much for attending the 
celebration of our 50th wedding anniversary on 
September 10th.   It was a special time for us and 
our family, and it was extra special to have our 
church family join with us in renewing our 
wedding vows, looking back at so many memories 
over the years, and sharing those experiences with 
everyone.   What a joyous day that was! 

Roy and Ellen Sullivan 

http://www.churchart.com/Subscriber/NewArtThisWeek.asp�


 

 

 
 

ADULT CHOIR TO PRESENT 
CHRISTMAS CANTATA 

 
Wednesday, December 21st, 7:00 p.m.     

 
This year our adult choir is presenting a 

cantata, The Christmas Promise, written and 
arranged by Lloyd Larson, under the baton of 
Emilio Pesante, with Steve Hall accompanying.  It 
is constructed in three suites, one each for Advent, 
Christmas and Epiphany.    

The Promise of Christmas is the timeless 
story of the promised Messiah, Jesus Christ.  
Narrator 1 provides the biblical foundation of our 
story, and Narrator 2 responds as the voice of the 
people of God.   

Do join us this year as we experience and 
reflect on the timeless story of Christmas that is one 
of the centerpieces of our religion. 

Emilio Pesante, Director 
 
 

 
 

 
Update from the 

Program Planning Team Advocates 

 
“The Necessity of Evangelism” 

 
As I write this, Thanksgiving is nearly upon 

us.  As I ponder my blessings for this year, I am 
especially thankful for the Monday Morning Prayer 
Group that we began on January 3 of this year.  
How quickly the time has passed and how closely 
the group has grown to one another as we 
have approached God's throne together in prayer.  
We started out with seven Warriors, being joined 
by five others from their homes.  During the year 
we have been joined by one more regular attender 
with some others praying with us when they had a 
day away from work.  One of our homebound 
Warriors went home to be with the Lord this year 
and we had another join us.  God has blessed us as 
we have prayed for this congregation and its 
current work, for the Saints who came before us to 
pave the way for where we are today, and for those 
who will follow after us to continue this ministry 
here.  We are praying for God to raise up and make 
known to us, someone with a heart's desire to 
help develop our Youth into fine leaders for the 
Kingdom-work of the next generation.  We know 
that God is faithful and we prayerfully wait for 
Him to answer according to His will. 
   

If others would like to join us, we meet each 
Monday at 10 A.M. in Andy's Sunday School 
Room.  If you are somewhat intimidated by 
praying aloud, quiet Warriors who pray with us 
silently are just as effective.  God hears our hearts.  
I was not always able to pray aloud but by listening 
to others in groups such as this, I learned that it's 
not about fancy words or broad vocabularies, it's 
about loving God and desiring special time with 
Him.  Join us.  The Savior is waiting.... 

 
      Louise Smith 

PPT Evangelism Advocate 
 

 



 

 

 
  Notes from the Wild Side…! 
 
 

 
 
 
Fund Raiser / Open House 
 
Save the Date—Dec 4th (2 - 4) 
 
The Youth Group will be 
hosting different vendors 
such as Silpada Jewelry, 
Tupperware, Pampered Chef, 
Southern Living Home, and a 
few more.  Come out and 
support our youth!  Plan to 
do your Christmas shopping! 
 
  The teenagers are busy with the 
Christmas Play.  So we wish everyone 
has a Merry Christmas!!!! 
 

CHECK OUT OUR FACEBOOK SITE!! 
  

Abby Matschke and Courtney Holt 

 
 

Christmas Offering 
 

 Good News of Great Joy!  That’s the 2011 
theme of the Disciples Christmas Offering.   This 
special offering supports the ministries of your 
Regional Church, and will help the work of the 
Church’s 33 regional ministries as they: establish 
new churches, transform current churches, prepare 
new leaders for ministry, and provide camps and 
conferences for young people. 
 Help support the development of faith, the 
creation of community, and the strengthening of 
the congregations in your Region, by giving to the 
Christmas Offering this year.  Your generous gift 
will sing God’s praise.  And the many ways it 
strengthens our regional ministries will lift Good 
News of Great Joy throughout the coming year. 

  In his name, 
Sheila Yeatts 

 PPT World Outreach Advocate 
 

 
 
 

Youth Director Needed 
Olive Branch Church is searching for a Youth Director to plan 
and coordinate Christ-centered discipleship programs to 
meet the needs of the children and their families in our 
church and community. The job description is available 
upon request from Donna Perger (cardcrft@cox.net) and on 
Craigs List at 
http://norfolk.craigslist.org/edu/2618442457.html.  The 
Personnel Committee welcomes applications from our 
congregation and friends. Interested persons can mail or 
email a resume to the church office. If mailing, please 
include ‘attn. Personnel Committee’ in the address.  If 
emailing please include ‘for Personnel Committee’ in the 
subject line. 
 Olive Branch Christian Church 
 ATTN: Personnel Committee 
 P. O. Box 190 
 Norge, VA 21327-0190 
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Musings from Cousin Jethro 
 

Howdy, folks! It’s Cousin Jethro here.  On 
behalf of all our city and country cousins, I jest 
want to say howdy and give you a down-home 
invite to our annual Christmas pageant here at 
Olive Branch.  Come and see how snooty, citified 
relatives come together with cornpone, country 
cousins and discover what Christmas is all about. 

You’ll be entertained by the bashful and 
clumsy Bubba, the cool city-chick Cynthia, joined 
by Granny (with her secret recipe for s’possum 
stew and folk medicine remedy), as well as me 
(Cousin Jethro) on the jaw harp and a cast that will 
tickle your funny bones and lead you to appreciate 
the true meaning of Christmas. 

So y’all come and see us Sunday, December 
11 at 5:30 p.m., ye hear? 
 

 
 
 

A “Big Thank You” for those who helped 
with decorating the church.  Special thanks to 
Kathy Kirby and co/worker, Jeremy Armstead, 
who put up the tree and some garland.  Then on 
Tuesday our church elves came and finished up the 
decorating for the coming of our Lord’s birth.  
Special blessings to Richard Cline, Marney 
Brickhouse, Barbara Nicholson, Bob & Barb 
Schmidt, Jim & Carolyn Hunt, and Elaine Henk. 
 Special thanks to Bob & Barb Schmidt  for 
donating the beautiful new tree in the New 
Fellowship Hall.    
 We will take down the decorations on 
Saturday, January 14th, at 10:00 a.m. 
 Special Christmas blessings to all…. 

Sheila Yeatts 

 

 
 

This year we are doing a “Spirit Tree” for 
the children on the Mattaponi Indian Reservation 
in West Point.  The tree will be downstairs in the 
New Fellowship Hall.  There will be 40 tags 
hanging on the tree with names and information 
for things these children need.    

Please take a tag and purchase what you 
can for that child.  Bring your items in gift bags and 
leave them under the tree.  We will take care of 
getting them delivered before Christmas.  Thank 
you so much for helping these children to have a 
merry Christmas! 

 
 

 
 

 Poinsettias will be displayed/decorating the 
church on December 18th and 25th.     To order – cost 
will be $7.00 – respond to the reminder that will be 
in the Sunday Bulletins on December 4th and 11th.   
Reserve and pay with your order in a separate 
envelope that can be put in the Sunday Offering.   
For information contact the office or Keeta Hodson 
229-0809. 

Please remember to take your poinsettia 
home after the 11:00 am worship service on 
Sunday, December 25th. 
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OOnnllyy  oonnee  aappppeeaarraannccee!!  

Don’t miss our Olive Branch youth and children’s 

presentation of their special adaptation of…… 

“It All Happened  
in the Country” 

by Dennis & Nan Allen 
 
 

Show time is 5:30 p.m., Sunday, December 11th 
 

“It All Happened in the Country” is a Christmas musical featuring Granny and 
Cousin Jethro, supported by a cast of city slickers and country cousins portrayed by 
the young people of Olive Branch Christian Church. You are guaranteed a rip-
roarin’ good time while being reminded of the true meaning of Christmas.   Y’all 
come, now, ye hear?  
 

  



 

 

 
 Local Veteran Gets Assistance from Habitat for Humanity (November 2011) 

 
 

 
 
 

Robert and the Navy 
 
 He served in the U.S. Navy, a signalman, during the Vietnam conflict and the 
Cuban Missile Crisis.  He worked aboard the destroyer, the USS John R. Pierce, and the 
nuclear cruiser, the USS Long Beach, and participated in the Naval Quarantine of Cuba. 
He spent four years active duty and two years in the Reserves.  Before returning home to 
eastern Virginia, he lived in Philadelphia, married, raised three children, and now has five 
grandchildren.   
 
 Today, former Petty Officer 2nd Class Robert Gundaker, 69, lives in a collapsing 
trailer in rural Virginia with no running water.  The roof is patched and held up by 2x4s.  
In the summer he bathes in the Mattaponi River.  He uses the washrooms of local 
fast food chains.  He keeps warm in winter with a small space-heater.  
 
 Robert is a Native American who lives on the Mattaponi Reservation in West Point, 
Virginia.  He depends solely upon his Social Security check for basic subsistence.  Except 
for the land allotted him on the reservation, Robert is essentially homeless.   
 
 Although official records on homeless veterans don’t exist, the Veterans 
Administration estimates that upwards of 200,000 veterans are homeless on any given 
day.  In other words one out of every three homeless men, in substandard housing or on 
the streets, has at one time put on a uniform and served this country.   
 



 

 

 
 

Robert and Spirit Rising 
 This quiet, unassuming man was named Two Crows by his brother, Sun Eagle, a medicine 
drum maker and visionary.  Sun Eagle and his wife, Sharon, created the nonprofit organization Spirit 
Rising (www.spirit-rising2.org), to address humanitarian needs in the Native American community.  
Donations support the nonprofit’s food bank, emergency funds for utilities, prescription medicines, 
sponsorships for elders and children, school supplies, advocacy, and clothing.   
 Spirit Rising has aided Robert and many others over the years.  Still, by itself, Spirit Rising 
couldn’t provide him a safe and secure living space. 
 

Robert and Habitat for Humanity 
 Then Habitat for Humanity got involved.  Special Projects Director Sylvia Hallock heard of 
Robert’s situation in the fall of 2011 and is collaborating with Tim Bowring at Habitat 
affiliate, Hanover County, to build a home on his lot on the reservation. 
 Habitat for Humanity is not a giveaway program.  In addition to monthly mortgage payments, 
homeowners invest hours of their own labor (sweat equity) into building their Habitat house.  
Providing Robert a decent living space also requires volunteers from local churches and community 
groups that work on the site.   
 

Robert’s Future 
 Robert lives below the poverty line (according to the U.S. Department of Health and Human 
Services) and yet is still responsible for payments toward the new Habitat home.   
 A fund has been set up to offset his costs.  Donations may be sent to Spirit Rising, (memo line: 
“Robert’s house”) at 84 Nee A Ya Lane, Mattaponi Reservation, West Point, Va., 23181.   
 PayPal® donations can be made online at www.spirit-rising2.org (click on Contact Us).  Specify 
“Robert’s house” with an email to sharonsuneagle@hotmail.com. 
 Spirit Rising is a 501c(3) nonprofit organization and is not affiliated with any tribal 
governments.  
 Robert has lived in substandard conditions for decades.  Now, as a senior citizen and military 
veteran, he is on the receiving end of a humanitarian effort.  All involved are working to fulfill for 
Robert a goal that so many of us take for granted:  a safe place to live.  
 Spirit Rising has a motto:  Hand to hand, heart to heart.  Robert’s story affirms that many 
hands and hearts connected can make a difference.  
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Hey, Kids!!  This is YOUR page in “The Olive 
Branch”, and will be included in each 
newsletter. 
 

What’s In A Name? 
 

 What’s in a name?  Has anyone ever asked 
you what your name means?  Do you know what 
your name means?  When your mom and dad 
found out they were going to have a baby, the 
spent a lot of time choosing a name.  They may 
have looked through a book that gives the 
meaning of names.   
  

Some parents name their son John, or their 
daughter Joanna.  Those names mean “God’s 
gracious gift”.  Have you ever known anyone 
named Daniel or Danielle?  Those names mean 
“God is my judge”.  Some boys are named 
Michael and girls are named Michaela.  Those 
names mean “one who is like God”.  One of the 
angels in the bible was named Michael.   
  

When Mary and Joseph found out they 
were going to have a baby, they didn’t have to go 
to the library and get a book to choose his name.  
In fact, they didn’t choose his name at all.  God 
sent an angel to tell Mary and Joseph…“You will 
have a baby son, and you will call his name Jesus, 
because he will save his people from their sins.”  
The name Jesus means “the Lord saves”.  God 
loved us so much that he sent his only Son to die 
on the cross to save us from our sin.  The Bible 
tells us that there is no other name that can save 
us.   
 What’s in a name?  If the name is Jesus, 
there is salvation! 
 Christmas will be here soon – the day we 
celebrate the birthday of Jesus.  Sometimes Jesus is 
called “The Lamb of God”.   Read the following 
poem (or have your parent read it to you) to help 
you remember the true meaning of Christmas. 
 

 

 
 

 
Mary Had a Little Lamb 

Mary had a little Lamb, 
He was born on Christmas day. 

She laid him in a manger bed 
To sleep upon the hay. 

 
Angels filled the night-time sky 

And they began to sing. 
Shepherds heard them all proclaim 

The birthday of a King. 
 

Wise men saw a blazing star 
Up in the sky that night. 

They followed it until they found 
The King of love and light. 

 
Mary had a little Lamb, 

But He wasn’t hers, you know, 
He was the very Son of God, 

The One who loves us so. 
 

The Father of this little Lamb 
Loved the world so much 

That He sent his own Son to earth 
So we could feel His touch. 

 
He came to give us joy and peace 

And take away our sin. 
So when He knocks on your heart’s door, 

Be sure to let Him in. 
 

Why do I love this precious Lamb? 
What can the reason be? 

The answer is quite plain to see, 
It’s because He first loved me! 

 
 

Let us pray…Dear Lord, thank you for sending 
your precious Lamb to take away our sins.  Help 
us to remember as we celebrate His birthday, that 
He was the greatest gift of all.   AMEN. 
 

Memory Verse:  She will give birth to a son, 
and you are to give him the name Jesus, because he 
will save his people from their sins.   Matthew 1:21 



 

 

 

An Angel Appears to Mary!  

Luke 1:26-38 (NIV) 

 
ANGEL      AFRAID      JESUS      FOREVER 
GABRIEL   FAVOR       GREAT     KINGDOM 
MARY       BIRTH        REIGN      SERVANT 
VIRGIN     CHILD        THRONE   POWER 
 
 
 

 
 



 

 

 

The angel Gabriel appears to 
Mary  

Luke 1:26-38 
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