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 ‘Thank You?’ 

 

August 2011 
 

Just how many times can one utter the 
words “Thank You?” The idea of having a 
Christmas in July worship service was to have fun 
thinking about God’s gift of Christ at a time other 
than December. For weeks Sheila had been telling 
me that the sanctuary would be decorated with a 
‘few’ items, just enough to remind us of Christmas. 
Sheila lied. The sanctuary was beautiful, with huge 
wreaths, window decorations with candles, and a 
nine foot Chrismon Tree. There were many elves 
working at Olive Branch last Saturday. And then to 
see the huge number of Operation Christmas Child 
boxes placed under the tree! What a special day! 
Thank you for all who helped decorate and plan 
Christmas in July! 

 
Following worship we left for the fellowship 

hall and a family style meal. Again, decorations 
were everywhere; the food was superb and 
plentiful. Thank you Marney and company for 
another incredible meal! And then Ann and I 
received something totally unexpected. I should 
have known something was up when there was a  

 
 
 
head  table.     And  then  Ann  Bradshaw started  to  
speak and I began to really get suspicious. Clay the 
poet laureate of Olive Branch had a special poem; 
Andy “Willie” Bradshaw sang a special tune. It was  
a surprise celebration of our first year anniversary 
with Olive Branch!  A gift certificate and a love 
offering were presented as the final piece of the 
puzzle.  

 
How many times can I say thank you? You 

have welcomed us into your homes and your lives. 
You have allowed me to be your pastor and laugh 
with your joys and share tears in your pain. The 
Olive Branch family is truly unique and special. To 
be a member you don’t need to have the right 
bloodline. You can be from some place other than 
Toano or Norge. You need not have been a member 
of the Disciple church. You need only to be a child 
of God. And I am so fortunate and truly blessed to 
be part of this family. So for the last time in this 
piece: THANK YOU! And Merry Christmas! 

 
Blessings, 

Richard 
 
 

       
 

It’s harvest time in my garden.  Months of 
planning, hard work and, yes, good fortune with 
timely rains, are paying off with a bountiful crop of  
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melons and beautiful flowers.  Everything is 
happening just as it should and it feels great to be 
part of it. 

 
In a way, it’s harvest time at Olive Branch.  

Everything seems to be falling into place.  The fruit 
of the Spirit is apparent.  The preaching and 
teaching are excellent; Vacation Bible School and 
other programs are successful; the congregation is 
ministering in marvelous ways to those in need: the 
poor, the sick, the hospitalized, the bereaved.  
Everything is happening just as it should and it 
feels great to be part of it.  And, like the garden, it 
is the result of months, even years, of planning, 
hard work and good fortune. 
  

Richard didn’t become a great preacher 
overnight and the messages don’t fall effortlessly 
out of his mouth.  He works hard at it.  VBS built 
on years of experience, careful planning and an 
enormous effort by dozens of volunteers.  The 
elders, past and present, and the hospitality 
ministry were prepared and knew what to do when 
families were grieving to bring them comfort. 
  

As to the good fortune, it is nothing less 
than the grace of God.  He brought this 
congregation, its pastor, its elders and deacons 
together.  God knew beforehand what talents and 
resources we would need for these ministries.  God 
gave us the means and the heart to do His work.  
Praise be to God.  Doesn’t it feel great to be part of 
it? 

Andy Bradshaw 
Board Chair 

 
 

 
 

 
 
 

 
 

 
Summer Safety Tips 

• Stay hydrated and wear lightweight, light-
colored, and loose-fitting clothing to protect 
your skin from harmful UV radiation. Also, 
wear a wide-brimmed hat and sunglasses.  

• Apply sunscreen with an SPF 15 or higher 
about 30 minutes before you go outside and 
reapply every two hours. Check the sun's 
UV index before you go outside.  

• If you're outside during the sun's peak 
hours between 10 a.m. and 4 p.m., try to stay 
in shade.  

• Remind others, particularly the elderly, to 
be safe in the sun and heat. Monitor them 
for signs of heat illness, which can include 
hot and dry skin, confusion, hallucinations 
and aggression.  

• Check the air quality. High ozone levels on 
hot summer days can make the air 
unhealthy to breathe. 

 
 

 
 

• 7th:   Genesis 37:1-4, 12-28; Romans 10:5-15 
• 14th: Genesis 45:1-15; Matthew 15:10-28 
• 21st: Exodus 2:1-20; Romans 12:1-8 
• 28th: John 18:1-6; Exodus 3:1-15 
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SERVING  IN  AUGUST 
 

Elders 
 
August 7  Jim Thacker, Dave Wolverton 
August 14  Chuck Walker, Hunter Creech 
August 21  Andy Bradshaw, Ann Bradshaw  
August 28  Bob Eley, Bob Schmidt 
 
 

Deacons 
 
August 7  Roy Sullivan, Ellen Sullivan 
  Tonya Meadows, Donna Haulsee 
 
August 14  Norman Hall, Mike Ayers 
  Maralyn Carr, Tracy Creech 
 
August 21  Dawn Gormus, Sean Gormus 
  Mike Garrett, Sheila Yeatts 
 
August 28  Tracie Heslink, Michael Heslink 
  Judy Eley, Barbara Schmidt 
 

Acolytes  
 
August 7  
8:30/11:00  Justin Cooper, Curtis Morse 
 
August 14 
8:30/11:00  Lauren Ries, Kylie Rutherford 
 
August 21 
8:30/11:00  Zach Cooper, Kayla Walker 
 
August 28  
8:30/11:00  Angelica Poland, Kelsey Creech 
 
 
 

Deaconess 

 
Marlies Brantley 

 
 

 
 
 

HOMEBOUND 
 

Tommy Hoar, Bessie Apperson, Audrey White 
 
 

OTHER CONCERNS 
 
 
Church Family:  Murray & Paulette Moyce, Buddy 
“Skilly” Seal, Grace Hatfield, Jimmy Anderson, 
Lena Jeffries, Jeffrey Johns, Pat Allred & family, 
Jesse Hall (Michael & Soosan Hall’s 2 year old 
daughter), Lucy Hall, Nancy Cates, Janice Floyd, 
Russell Waid, Bruce Kerr, Jack Heslink, Judy Biggs, 
Linda Adkins, Roy Sullivan, Jeanne Bell, Gene 
Johnson, Brittney Kidd, and Michael Heslink. 
 
Family and Friends:  William Phares, Jr., Betty 
Millican, Bill Perkins, Andrew Bonilla, Eddie 
Bonilla, Eric Sieman (Marney Brickhouse’s son), 
Trevor Waite (Ellen Waite’s grandson), Justin 
Monroe, Jan McGinnis, Dolores Phillips, Cathy 
Kelly, Mike Cox, Eric Dezit, Marshall & Virginia 
Jones, Joyce Parker (Judy Eley's aunt), Vince Mason 
(Judy Eley’s brother), Karen Holt, Tracey Sugg, 
Norma Jean Jones, Ann  & Jack Schneider (Debbie 
Johns’ family), Bill Baker (Pat Dressler’s brother-in-
law), Peter Young, Becky Lane (Pat Allred’s 
daughter) Tricia Homan, Pam DeYoung, Ray Carter 
(Christy Jensen’s uncle), Laura Maturi, and the men 
& women in our Armed Forces.  
 
 
 NOTE:   Please review the names listed for our ‘Prayer 
Concerns’, and contact the church office if someone’s name is able to 
be removed from the list or if you would like someone’s name added. 
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AUGUST 
 

  1 Dennis Williams 
   2 Gertie Duke 
   5 Bessie Apperson 
  10 Sarah Kohlman 
  12 Christina  Jones 
  13 Loretta Garrett 
  15 Ryan Matschke 
  Jeremy Wright 
  16 Judy Biggs 
  18 Macy Morse 
  20 Roy Sullivan 
  22 Caleb Brickhouse  
  23 Kim Riffle 
  24 Michael Heslink 
  Bill Howard 
  25 Donna Clark 
  Bruce Kerr 
  28 Dave Willard 
  30 Nancy McKeel 

 31 Kylie Rutherford 
 

NOTE:  If you have not seen your birthday listed, and 
would like it included, please contact the office. 

 
 

 
 

 
 

 August 7 Emily Dill 
 August 14 Yeatts, Harbour & Matschke  
   Families 
 August 21 Morse Family 
 August 28 A. Bradshaw 
 
** Have you noticed the “AVAILABLE” 
weeks above?   Our beautiful altar looks even 
more beautiful when flowers are placed in front of 
the communion table.  Consider providing a flower 
arrangement for our worship services…maybe to 
honor someone special in your life, to remember a 
person who is no longer with you, a special 
occasion, or to the glory of God.  After the 11:00 am 
worship service, you may take the flowers with 
you to enjoy in your home, or maybe to give to a 
“shut in”.  Please remember the date you agreed to 
provide flowers. 
 
**NOTE—2011 FLOWER SCHEDULE:  When you 
sign up on the “Flower Calendar” on the bulletin 
board in the Narthex to provide flowers for the 
Sanctuary, PLEASE PRINT.   You are asked to 
bring your flowers and place them in front of the 
communion table by 8:00 a.m. on your Sunday.  
Upon completion of the 11:00 am worship, you are 
encouraged to take your flowers with you. 
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During the month of March we were so 
excited to receive into membership at Olive Branch 
Christian Church our following friends: 
 

• Steve and Petra Hall 
• Becky Baker (welcome “back”) 

 
 

 
 

CHRISTIAN WOMEN’S FELLOWSHIP 
 

The executive board of CWF met Monday 
July 11th.. The meeting was opened with the CWF 
prayer.  

Gail Key will take over Debbie Johns’ “drive 
for underwear” for the back to school 
program…more information to come.  

A scholarship to Craig Springs will be 
started by Olive Branch in honor of Nancy 
Bradshaw.  

CWF will furnish and prepare the meals for 
Vacation Bible School, July 25-29. 

A slate of new officers was presented by 
Shirley Harrison, to be announced later.  The 
installation will be in December.  

Blessing boxes will be available in the fall 
and will be turned in by spring.  

Our September CWF meeting will be a joint 
covered dish dinner, with Sharon Sun Eagle as our 
speaker.  All ladies, men and friends are invited. 

After closing with the CWF benediction, we 
had a meeting to make plans for our annual fashion 
show and luncheon on Saturday, October 22nd.  A 
meeting on Thursday, August 11th, at 7:00 pm will 
be held to further discuss ideas and plans for the 
Fashion Show.  All Olive Branch ladies are invited 
to attend…come with your suggestions and ideas. 

 MARK YOUR CALENDARS NOW! 
Donna Haulsee 

CWF President 
 
Tuesday Morning Circle.  Tuesday Morning Circle 
met at Interlude July 5th, with ten ladies and two 
honorary members attending.  We met a week 
early due to a conflict with General Assembly, 
which three of our ladies attended:  Irma 
Gustafson, Elaine Henk, and Nancy Griffith.  After 
a delightful lunch and a short business meeting, 
Elaine continued our study on Revelation, with a 
little input from us.  

 
 
Our next meeting will be August 8th at 

Interlude, all are welcome for lunch and an 
interesting lesson.  

See you soon…. 
Donna Haulsee 

 
 
Blessing Boxes…The last couple of weeks I 
have felt especially blessed to have Air 
Conditioning!!  I grew up in Florida without any, 
but I guess I’m spoiled now and can’t imagine 
living in this heat without it.  But, we know there 
are people who do because they don’t have any, or 
can’t afford the electricity to use it, or maybe they 
are homeless.  Maybe if we don’t think of these 
things so much as necessities, and think of them as 
blessings, we would be much more thankful!   

We will be collecting our Blessing Boxes in 
September, so remember to keep saying thank you 
by adding those coins to your Blessing Box.  Many 
people will be blessed by these offerings. 

Barb Schmidt 
 
 
 
NOTE:  Ladies…have you checked out the 
Disciples Women web site?   Try this…hold 
down the “control” key, and at the same time 
place the mouse on the following web site 
(www.discipleswomen.org) and the mouse 
will turn into a “hand”; then click and it will 
take you to the DW website.  
 WOW!  What a lot of information there 
is available for you to look into!  Take some 
time to check out all they have to offer. 
 

http://www.discipleswomen.org/�
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                * * * * * * * * *  
 
 

Updates from the 
Program Planning Team Advocates 

 
“The Necessity of Evangelism” 

 
In recent days we have witnessed some of 

our folks having to endure some of the most 
difficult challenges that life can present to anyone. 
No one is exempt from adversity, the saved and the  
 
 
unsaved are equally challenged.  The one big 
difference is that one who trusts in Jesus is 
sustained by God's promise of hope and given 
comfort by His Holy Spirit.  We have seen the 
strength that comes with having faith in a loving 
Father and it encourages us all. 

It prods me to be more diligent in sharing 
the Gospel message with those who walk alone, 
those having no relationship with our Lord. 
Accepting Christ not only provides Eternal 
Salvation but also helps in the struggles of daily 
living.  I am reminded of the old hymn, "In times 
like these, you need a Savior; in times like these, 
you need an anchor.  Be very sure, be very sure, 
your anchor holds and grips the Solid Rock". 

It is a loving, caring God we serve.  It is my 
prayer that it becomes our desire to share Him with 
everyone.  After all, Jesus gave us that instruction 
as a reponsibility.  Trust Him with the words to say 
from a heart that cares. 

Louise Smith 
PPT Evangelism Advocate 

 
 

Church World Service 
 

WOW!   What an awesome response to 
our Tools and Blankets Program!    We received a 
total of $1,455.00 ($725.00 for blankets/Mother’s 
Day and $730.00 for tools/Father’s Day)!!  You are 
indeed a giving and caring people here at Olive 
Branch, and how blessed are the receivers of your 
donations.   You continue to amaze me at your 
thoughtfulness for others.   God bless you all. 

Sheila Yeatts 
 PPT World Outreach Advocate 

 
 

---------------------------------------------------------------- 
THE FOLLOWING FINANCIAL 

INFORMATION IS PROVIDED FOR YOUR 
PERUSAL 

 

           2011 Weekly General Fund Giving Summary 
 
   Week’s         Year to Date    Year to Date       Year to Date 
Date            Giving               Giving       Giving           Over/(Under) 
7/31      $ 2,843.00        $121,172.75       $127,708.05       $ (6,535.30) 
---------------------------------------------------------------------- 

Skip Jensen 
PPT Stewardship Advocate 

 
 

 
 
 
Notes from the Wild Side…. 
  
 Missing all 6th to 12th graders, if you see 
them send them our way.  The summer has been 
mighty busy for our youth, since I haven’t seen 
them at youth group.  Detail of our Mission Trip 
to Beckley, West Virginia will be in next month’s 
newsletter. 
 We will be3 starting off our fund raisers in 
late August or September, so be on the lookout. 
 Our next meetings are July 31, August 14 
and August 28.  I hope to see my regulars and 
some new faces on those days. 

Abby Matschke and Courtney Holt 
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   Check out the September Issue of 
 “The Olive Branch”  for pictures from our 

VBS…you might even see yourself! 
 

 
 
 
Dear Olive Branch Church Family,  

We have been humbled and overwhelmed 
by the outpouring of love, prayers, food and 
friendship expressed over the past few weeks by 
the members and friends of Olive Branch.  
 To Richard; Your presence and prayers at 
the hospital and in our home following the accident 
on July 8th means more than you will ever know. 
The service was a beautiful tribute to Amber but 
more than that, was an inspiration and invitation to 
so many kids and adults to strengthen their 
relationship with our Creator and Savior. Thank 
you for everything.  
 To the CWF and all the women of the 
church; Thank you so much taking such good care 
of Amber’s friends and family during the visitation, 
the food and attention to detail in the room was 
much appreciated. You handled the very large 
crowd with the southern hospitality Olive Branch 
is known for.   
 To the Men’s Bible Class and the Adult 
Sunday School Class, Thank you so much for the 
cards, prayers and donation to the Amber Nease 
Outdoor Education Fund. To date the fund has 

reached $4,000.  Devon and I together with the 
Virginia Department of Game and Fish plan to put 
those funds to work to help families discover or 
rediscover together things wild and natural and 
the wonderful legacy of our public lands in 
Virginia.  
 Amber had a special place in her heart for 
Olive Branch.  She attended many years of Bible 
School here with her cousins.  Amber was looking 
forward to participating with the youth on the 
Mission trip and appreciated the invitation.   
 While we will miss her and grieve her loss, 
we are comforted to know she is God’s girl and in 
his arms forever.  We will see her again one day 
and gain full understanding of God’s plan.  
 Thank you for your continued prayers for 
faith and healing,  

Devon and Beth Nease and Val Mason 
 

 
Church Family and Friends… 
 Thank you for your prayers and love at our 
time of need. 
Marlies & Duie Brantley 

 
Dear Olive Branch Family and Friends… 
 Thank you for the many sympathy cards 
and phone calls at the death of my sister, Constance 
Cooper (of Newport News) on July 11th.   Your 
kindness and love is very much appreciated. 

Norma Stockton 

 
Dear Friends, 
 Thank you for think of the Clinic and the 
patients we serve.  Your thoughtful and generous 
donation is gratefully appreciated and allows us to 
continue to provide primary medical care to those 
in need. 
 God bless you all and our sincerest thanks. 

Jeanne & Jeff Black 
Angels of Mercy Medical Clinic 

 
 

FACTS ABOUT AUGUST 
 
 August is the eighth month, named by the 
Romans to honor their emperor, Augustus. 
 August is the height of the summertime in 
the Northern  Hemisphere.  The longest days of the 
year are passed, but the hot days remain.  In the 
northern regions and mountains, cool nights and 
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early frosts let one know that summer is about to 
come to an end.  In the Sothern Hemisphere, 
August means the winter will soon be over. 
 The birds are planning to fly south for the 
winter.  The insects are noisier and more numerous 
than in any other month. 
 The peridot and sardonyx are the gems for 
August. 
 The poppy and gladiolus are the flowers for 
August. 
 Colorado became the 38th state on August 1, 
1976. 
 The “Lincoln Penny” was issued August 2, 
1909. 
 Missouri became the 24th state on August 
10, 1821. 
 Virginia Dare was the first English child 
born in America: August 18, 1587. 

 
 

Hey, Kids!!  This is YOUR page in “The Olive 
Branch”, and will be included in each 
newsletter. 
 

 
 

Joseph and His Brothers 
 
Scripture:  Jacob loved Joseph more than any of his 
other children because Joseph had been born to 
him in his old age.  So one day Jacob had a special 
gift made for Joseph—a beautiful robe.  Genesis 
37:3 
 
 Joseph was out in the fields, helping his 
older brothers feed the animals. After the chores 
were finished, they went home to eat a nice meal.  
Joseph's father called him away from his other 
brothers and handed him a special gift.  He put the 
coat on, and tied the belt around his waist. It was 
the most beautiful coat he had ever seen, and was 

made with all the colors of the rainbow.  He rushed 
into the room where his brothers were talking. 
"LOOK!...SEE MY NEW COAT! ISN'T IT 
BEAUTIFUL?"  Joseph's brothers were ANGRY. 
They were jealous because they thought their father 
loved him more than them. They were so jealous 
couldn't even say anything kind to him. 
 Joseph was happy and slept peacefully. The 
next morning, he called his brothers together. "I 
want you to listen to this dream I had last night.  
We were all in the fields, bundling wheat into 
sheaves. My sheaf of wheat stood straight up. All of 
your sheaves of wheat bent over as if they were 
bowing down to mine."  His brother said…"Do you 
actually think YOU are going to rule over us, and 
WE are going to bow down to you?"  Imagine their 
surprise when Joseph said, "Wait!  I had another 
dream. In the second dream, the sun, and the moon, 
and eleven stars bowed down to me!"  This made 
the brothers even more  "How can you possibly 
think that your mother, your father, and all of us 
are going to bow down to you?"  With that, they left 
Joseph standing there, and they went off to the 
fields to do the work for the day. 
 While they were working, they were 
discussing Joseph,  We have got do something 
about that foolish brother of ours. We already knew 
that our father loved him more than the rest of us. 
Then he received a new coat that he just wants to 
show off. Now he is telling us about these dreams. 
We need to come up with a plan to get rid of him." 
 The brothers talked, argued, and planned. 
Finally one of them said, "Let's pick him up and 
throw him into a deep pit until we can decide on a 
better plan." They took Joseph's beautiful coat away 
from him, and threw him into the pit. They sat 
down to eat their lunch, happy that Joseph wasn't 
eating with them. 
 While they were eating, they saw a caravan 
of camels in the distance. The men were merchants 
from the country of Midian. The brothers thought, 
"This is even better than we had hoped. We can sell 
Joseph as a slave to these merchants. Then we will 
divide the money among us." They went to the pit, 
helped Joseph out of it, and sold him to the 
merchants.  They were pleased with themselves 
until one of them thought, "Oh, no! What are we 
going to tell Father?" Quickly they thought of 
another plan. They killed an animal and put some 
of the blood on the beautiful coat. When they 
showed the coat to their father, he thought that 
Joseph had been killed by a wild animal. It was a 



The Olive Branch -- February 1998 

 

very mean trick these brothers had played on their 
father. He was sad for a very, long time, because he 
thought Joseph was dead.  

The merchants found that they had made a 
good choice in buying Joseph from the brothers. He 
was a strong, healthy young man, and they were 
able to sell him quickly to a man named Potiphar, 
who was from Egypt. Potiphar was a captain in 
Egypt and knew King Pharaoh very well. He was a 
wealthy man with a very large house and many 
servants. Even though Joseph was far away from 
home, he never forgot the teachings of his father. 
He never became angry with his brothers for 
treating him so badly. He was honest in all his 
dealings, and he loved the Lord very much. The 
Lord was with Joseph and helped him to become 
rich.  Potiphar noticed what an outstanding man 
Joseph had become and honored him by making 
him the ruler of everything in his house. With 
Joseph in charge, Potiphar became even more rich, 
because the Lord was blessing him because of 
Joseph.  
 
 
REMEMBER…God ALWAYS knows and cares 
about what is happening to you. Even when bad 
things happen, God can make something good out 
of the situation. 
 
A VERSE TO LEARN…"And we know that all 
things work together for good to them that love 
God..." (Romans 8:28a). 
 
LET'S PRAY…Dear God, thank You for being with 
us in every situation. Help us to remember that You 
love us and You know exactly what is happening 
all the time.  Help us not to get jealous or angry 
when others have things that we do not have.  In 
Jesus' Name.   Amen. 
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