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Christmas?  In July? 
July 2011 

 
Just leave it to those Tar Heels to come up 

with something like this! The earliest known 
official celebration of Christmas in July was in July 
1933 at Camp Keystone, a girl’s summer camp 
outside of Asheville, North Carolina. It was 
brought about through the wish of one of the 
summer campers whose family did not observe 
Christmas.  Campers gathered on that day to share 
gifts, to sing their favorite Christmas carols, and to 
remember the special gift of God’s son to the world 
by hearing once more the words of the Angels to 
the shepherds: “For unto you is born this day…a 
savior, who is Christ the Lord.” 

Jesus Christ is also called ‘Emmanuel,’ 
which literally means ‘God with us.’ That is the 
good news of the incarnation, that God through 
Jesus Christ has entered our world and our lives 
and dwells (literally, makes his home) among us. 
Sometimes it is hard to hear that message, with all 
the secular distractions that fill our lives in 
December.  Yet it needs to be told again and again. 
So why not in July?  On the last Sunday of this 
month we will have our own ‘Christmas in July’ 
celebration.  July 31st is a fifth Sunday, so we will 
have only one service at 11:00.  Our church will be 
decorated for Christmas, the Chrismon tree will be 
present, and our music will be traditional 
Christmas carols.  And just as we give and receive 
gifts in December, so you are encouraged to bring a  

 
 
gift for Operation Christmas Child (OCC) to place 
under the tree at this service. 

OCC is a ministry of Samaritan’s Purse.  
Bob Pierce founded this ministry in 1970 to meet 
the emergency needs in crisis areas.  He dedicated 
himself to finding and supporting Christians and 
their missions who were caring for the poor and 
suffering in distant corners of the world.  Bob 
Pierce died of leukemia in 1978, and a little over a 
year later, Franklin Graham became the President 
and Chairman of the Board of Samaritan's Purse. 
Through over 30 years of earthquakes, hurricanes, 
wars, and famine, Franklin has led the ministry in 
following the Biblical example of the Good 
Samaritan all across the globe.  Samaritan's Purse 
travels the world's highways looking for victims 
along the way. They provide resources and 
supplies to meet their immediate and emergency 
needs, and provide longer care to help victims 
recover and get back on their feet. 

The OCC is a ministry directed toward 
children, and centers on a shoebox filled with basic 
necessities, school and art supplies, and toys. You 
can choose to fill a box for a boy or girl, in one of 
three age ranges: 2-4, 5-9, 10-14. The box is then 
wrapped like a Christmas gift, with the lid 
wrapped separately so it can be removed for 
inspection. More information about filling the 
boxes will be forthcoming. 

As part of our Christmas in July service we 
will bring forward our boxes and place them under 
the Chrismon Tree.  I hope that you will be present 
to celebrate Christ’s birth and the message of the 
incarnation. And as part of our weekend 
observance of Christmas, a Chrismon workshop for 
the whole family will be held in the New 
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Fellowship Hall on Saturday, July 30th, from 10:00 
to 1:00.  So mark your calendars!  The message  
 
given by the Angels to the shepherds will be heard 
again: “I bring you good news of a great joy which 
will come to all the people; for to you is born this 
day in the city of David a Savior, who is Christ the 
Lord.” 

Blessings, 
Richard 

 
 

 

 
Monday, July 4th  

is 
Independence Day 
 

Independence Day honors the birthday of 
the United States of America and the adoption of 
the Declaration of Independence on July 4, 1776. 

 It is the “BIRTHDAY” of these great 
United States of America!    

It's a day of picnics and patriotic parades, a 
night of concerts and fireworks, and a reason to 
fly the American flag. 

Show your love of our country…“Fly 
our Flag” from sunup to sundown. 

 

 

 

 
 

Thanks from Iraq….. 
 I would like to thank the many people who 
sent cards, letters and care packages to me and my 
fellow soldiers.  It is amazing how such 
thoughtfulness can brighten an otherwise stressful 
day or situation.  I would like to thank the many 
people who included me in their thoughts and 
prayers.  My father, 1st Sgt. Edwin Bonilla, is now 
in Iraq also, and I would like to ask that you keep 
him in your thoughts and prayers as well. 
 I will be leaving shortly and returning to 
Hawaii to my company and my wife, Samantha.  
We will be returning to Virginia in September.  I 
hope to met and thank many of you in person.  I 
would like to send the biggest thanks to my 
grandmother, Carol Pitts, postmaster, Norge, for 
getting the word out.  Thanks, Granny!   See you 
soon. 

Cpl. Andrew M. Bonilla 
Iraq 

* * * * * * * * 
I would like to thank the congregation for 

the prayers and cards during my recent illness.  A 
special thank you to Pastor Cline for his personal 
support of my family and me.  

Thank you,   
Jack Heslink 

 
 
 The first half of 2011 has shown your 
continued commitment to the Olive Branch Food 
Sharing Program.  We are approaching a 
cumulative total of 8,000 individual food items 
collected and delivered to St. Olaf’s Food Pantry.  
The goal for a 2011 is to exceed 10,000 items and I 
think we will achieve that goal.  The number of 
families that have adopted the idea of having a 
monthly giving goal has steadily grown.  Typically, 
these families donate a case of canned goods a 
month.  My last trip to St. Olaf I carried two cases 
of canned corn.  They only had 2 cans on the shelf, 
so we hit the nail on the head. 
 Vacation Bible School will again have a 
food sharing feature that will have competition 
between the various groups, and thus provide a big 
boost to the program overall. 
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 One last thing to remember now that school 
is out is that kids who would receive free or 
reduced cost meals at school are at home.  This 
places a significant additional pressure on the St. 
Olaf pantry, so remember these children and think 
peanut butter and jelly. 

On the team, 
Steve Perger 

 
 
 

 
 
CHRISTIAN WOMEN’S FELLOWSHIP 
  
 A Joint dinner meeting was held June 6th at 
the home of Kay Ainsworth, with thirteen 
attending.  Thank you, Kay, we always look 
forward to coming to your lovely home.  After a 
bounty of food and fellowship, our guest Donna 
Webster, Director of Women’s Ministry of Virginia, 
talked to us about how we can help in some of the 
upcoming events.  She also gave us some ideas on 
what we may do to set up a memorial fund in 
honor of Nancy Bradshaw.  At the CWF board 
meeting in July, we will decide which way we will 
go.  

Three of our ladies are attending the 
General Assembly in Nashville, TN in July: Irma 
Gustafson, Nancy Griffith and Elaine Henk.  

We are gearing up for providing meals for 
the Vacation Bible School in July…come join us for 
good food, fellowship and study. 

Stay tuned for more upcoming events.   
Donna Haulsee 

CWF President 
 
 
 Tuesday Morning Circle:  The Tuesday 
Circle met June 14th at Interlude, with 15 
attending.  We were happy to have Emily Friend 
with us and look forward to having her come 
again. We missed all our regulars…see you next 
month. 

The CWF will take part in making table 
decorations for General Assembly in July.  Shelia 
Yeatts, Marney Brickhouse, and Nancy Griffith will 
be coordinating this project.  

After a brief meeting, Elaine Henk 
continued her study on Revelation; we are all 
enjoying this study.  Our next meeting will be July 
5th, a week early as other events are planned. 

See you soon…. 
Donna Haulsee 

 

 
 

Blessing Boxes 
Our CWF has been supporting a new 

mission project called Spirit Rising.  It is a non-
profit organization that advocates for Native 
Americans on reservations right here in Virginia 
and also in South Dakota.  We receive emails when 
an urgent need arises.  Some of the stories of 
situations people are experiencing are just heart-
wrenching…people with no money for food or 
electricity…people being robbed of everything they 
own, or fire destroying their homes and 
possessions, and so many other disasters. 

We are so blessed and again…that calls for 
another “thank you” coin to be put in the Blessing 
Box.  When these boxes are collected and all the 
coins are put together, the money will be sent to 
help people in need, people who do not enjoy the 
many blessings that we do. 

Barb Schmidt 
 
Note:  If you would like to read about Spirit Rising, 
the website is www.spirit-rising2.org. 
 

Updates from the 
Program Planning Team Advocates 

 

“The Necessity of Evangelism” 
 

Seems we in the church are more familiar 
with God's Word from the New Testament than we 
are from the Old.  We know that Jesus instructed 
us in Matt. 28:18-20, "All authority in heaven and 
on earth has been given to me.  Therefore go and 
make disciples of all nations, baptizing them in the 
name of the Father and of the Son and of the Holy 
Spirit, and teaching them to obey everything I have 
commanded you.  And surely I am with you 
always to the very end of the age."   That was a 
command. 
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 Did you realize, as I came on Sunday 
to Sunday School, where we are studying the Book 
of Isaiah, that God asks for volunteers when He 
said in Isaiah 6:8, "Then I (Isaiah) heard the voice of 
the Lord saying, "Whom shall I send?  And who 
will go for us?"?  And Isaiah responded, "Here am 
I.  Send me."  Isaiah didn't even know what it was 
that God wanted him to do or where He wanted 
him to go.  God instructed Isaiah to "Bind up the 
testimony and seal up the law..." (Is 8:16), in other 
words, write it down so that it can be passed on 
from generation to generation. 
 We have a big responsibility to pass God's 
Word down to our children, grandchildren, and all 
the children here at our church.  Please pray with 
the Monday Morning Prayer Group that God will 
show us exactly what He would have us do to 
provide the best Christian training for our youth.  
Children grow up fast.  Let us not miss the 
opportunity and responsibility that is ours, to 
prepare our children to meet the future, grounded 
in God's Word.  Maybe God is asking you to 
volunteer??? 

Louise Smith 
PPT Evangelism Advocate 

 

 “Christmas in July” 
 

 This year we are celebrating “Christmas in 
July” by participating in the Samaritan’s Purse 
Operation Christmas Child in July instead of 
November.  This program will be promoted on 
both the 17th and 24th of July, and the shoeboxes 
placed under the Christmas Tree on Sunday, July 
31st, as part of our worship service.  A Christmas 
Workshop will be held on Saturday, July 30th, to 
make new chrismons for our Christmas Tree and 
repair what we currently use.  Keep an eye out for 
further information in church bulletin 
announcements. 

Sheila Yeatts 
PPT World Outreach Advocate 

 
"Christmas in July" ... 5th Sunday 

Luncheon ... July 31st 
  

Help us celebrate Christmas in July by 
joining in the food, fun, and fellowship in the New 
Fellowship Hall following the 11:00 a.m. worship 
service (only 1 service as usual on 5th Sundays). 

We will be serving ham, sweet potatoes, 
green bean casserole, apple sauce, cranberry sauce, 
homemade sour dough bread, and various cakes 
and ice cream for dessert.  And, who knows what 
surprises may be in store?!!!  

Don't bring a thing ... just come join in the 
food and fun. 

Judy Eley 
PPT Membership Advocate 

 
 

 
 We are gearing up for our Mission Trip to 
West Virginia on July 24th to July 29th.  We fed 89 
meals/26 families last Thursday with From His 
Hands.  Thank you to all who helped Tracie 
Heslink while I was on vacation. 
 We will be meeting on July 3rd, July 17th, 
July 31st, and August 14th. 
 Hope everyone enjoys their summer!  

Abby Matschke and Courtney Holt 
 

---------------------------------------------------------------- 
THE FOLLOWING FINANCIAL 

INFORMATION IS PROVIDED FOR YOUR 
PERUSAL 

 

           2011 Weekly General Fund Giving Summary 
 
   Week’s         Year to Date    Year to Date       Year to Date 
Date            Giving               Giving       Giving           Over/(Under) 
6/26    $ 3,541.00      $101,200.75      $107,109.98       $ (5,909.23) 
---------------------------------------------------------------------- 

Skip Jensen 
PPT Stewardship Advocate 
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SERVING  IN  JULY 
 

Elders 
 
July 3 Doug Dill, Ralph Hutton 
July 10 Chuck Walker, Hunter Creech 
July 17 Bob Eley, Bob Schmidt 
July 24 Doug Dill, Ralph Hutton 
July 31 Bob Key, Gail Key 
 

Deacons 
 
July 3 Tracy Creech, Maralyn Carr 
 Norman Hall Mike Ayers 
 
July 10 Sean Gormus, Dawn Gormus 
 Mike Garrett, Sheila Yeatts 
 
July 17 Judy Eley, Barbara Schmidt 
 Tracie Heslink, Michael Heslink 
 
July 24 Tracie Hutton, Abby Matschke 
 Linda Adkins, Morgan Rowe 
 
July 31 Dennis Williams, Harold McKeel 
 Lucy Hall, Marci Millican-Hubbard 
 

Acolytes  
 
July 3  
8:30/11:00 Angelica Poland, Kimberlee Bartley 
 
July 10 
8:30/11:00 Lauren Ries, Patrick Gormus 

 
July 17 
8:30/11:00 Angelica Poland, Todd Meadows 
 
July 24  
8:30/11:00 Lauren Ries, Bryant Walker 
 
July 31 
8:30/11:00 Angelica Poland, Haley Creech 
 

Deaconess 
 

Barbara Nicholson 
 

 
 

HOMEBOUND 
 

Tommy Hoar, Bessie Apperson, Audrey White 
 

OTHER CONCERNS 
 

Church Family:  David Waltrip, Murray & Paulette 
Moyce, Buddy “Skilly” Seal, Grace Hatfield, Jimmy 
Anderson, Vickie Anderson, Lena Jeffries, Jeffrey 
Johns, Pat Allred & family, Jesse Hall (Michael & 
Soosan Hall’s 2 year old daughter), Lucy Hall, Tyler 
Watson, Janice Perkins, Nancy Cates, Janice Floyd, 
Norm Hall’s family, Liz Jones, Wayne Jones, Russell 
Waid, Bruce Kerr, Jack Heslink, Judy Biggs, Linda 
Adkins, Roy Sullivan. 
 
Family and Friends:  William Phares, Jr., Betty 
Millican, Bill Perkins, Andrew Bonilla, Eddie 
Bonilla, Perkins (Billy) Gormus (Sean Gormus’ 
father), Jim Bevan, Liam Fields (newborn) and his 
parents (Stacey & Nate Fields), JoAnn Koutras, 
Seanne Webster-Davis, Eric Sieman (Marney 
Brickhouse’s son), Gary Ball,   Lisa Boyd, Trevor 
Waite (Ellen Waite’s grandson), Mildred Temple, 
Chris Anderson, Justin Monroe, Jan McGinnis, the 
family of Donald Dalton, Cindy Gross, Myrtle 
Bailey (Nancy Wilder’s Mother), Dolores Phillips, 
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Cathy Kelly, Cindy Stout, Kylie Wilder, Mike Cox, 
Finn Jenson (Skip Jensen’s father), Eric Dezit, 
Marshall & Virginia Jones, Joyce Parker (Judy 
Eley's aunt), Mike Neary (Patty Neary's son),  
Vince Mason (Judy Eley’s brother), Karen Holt, 
Virginia King (Elna Pitt’s sister), Tracey Sugg, 
Norma Jean Jones, and Ann & Jack Schneider 
(Debbie Johns’ family), and the men & women in 
our Armed Forces. 
 
 NOTE:   Please review the names listed for our ‘Prayer 
Concerns’, and contact the church office if someone’s name is able to 
be removed from the list or if you would like someone’s name added. 
 

 
 

      
  1 Steve White 

JULY   
   2 Brenda White 
   6 J. R. Powell 
  Richard Cline 
   7 Robbi Hutton 
  Chuck Walker 
   8 Elizabeth Jones 
   9 Bob Key 
 11 Dawn Gormus 
 13 Haley Creech 
 14 Richard Bradshaw 
 16 Carolyn Hunt 
 18 Jacob Hammack 
 20 Paula Thacker 
  Bonnie Willard 
 21 Ralph Hutton 
 22 Mike Ayers 
 23 Dave Wolverton 
 25 Roy Henk 
 28 Donald White 

31 Lawrence Bradshaw 
 Jason Waltrip 

John Waltrip 
  
NOTE:  If you have not seen your birthday listed, and 
would like it included, please contact the office. 

 

 

Olive Branch Web Site 
www.ob-cc.org 

 
Have you checked out the Olive Branch 

Web Site lately?    This is a wonderful site! 
You can…read The Olive Branch, check on 

the sermon title and scripture for Sunday Worship, 
look at pictures of previous events at OBCC, view 
the current monthly calendar, register for Vacation 
Bible School, and even listen to Richard’s sermons! 

Check it out!!! 
 
 

 
 

 July 3 Bob & Judy Eley 
 July 10 Available 

July 17 Jerry & Kay Ainsworth 
July 24 A. Bradshaw 
July 31 Available 

 
** Have you noticed the “AVAILABLE” 
weeks above?   Our beautiful altar looks even 
more beautiful when flowers are placed in front of 
the communion table.  Consider providing a flower 
arrangement for our worship services…maybe to 
honor someone special in your life, to remember a 
person who is no longer with you, a special 
occasion, or to the glory of God.  After the 11:00 am 
worship service, you may take the flowers with 
you to enjoy in your home, or maybe to give to a 
“shut in”.  Please remember the date you agreed to 
provide flowers. 
 
**NOTE—2011 FLOWER SCHEDULE:  When you 
sign up on the “Flower Calendar” on the bulletin 
board in the Narthex to provide flowers for the 
Sanctuary, PLEASE PRINT.   You are asked to 
bring your flowers and place them in front of the 
communion table by 8:00 a.m. on your Sunday.  
Upon completion of the 11:00 am worship, you are 
encouraged to take your flowers with you. 
 

http://www.ob-cc.org/�
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During the month of June we were so excited 
to receive into membership at Olive Branch 
Christian Church our following friends: 
 

• Don & Jessica Morse 
 
 
 

 

  
ARE YOU READY? 
 
Vacation Bible School starts July 25th! 
 
Whether you are 4 or 74, there are VBS classes for you! Remember that 
dinner is served for all VBS participants each evening starting at 5:30 pm in 
the New Fellowship Hall.  The program begins at 6:05 pm in the Sanctuary. 
The adults will remain in the New Fellowship Hall for their class, led by 
Pastor Richard. 
 
Each night of VBS, you will be going on a journey with Jesus to see mighty 
trees, sing fun songs, meet interesting animals, including Humphrey the 
Hippo, and prepare and enjoy jungle snacks.  Early Registration is going on 
now through July 15th.  Registering early will guarantee your spot.  
Registrations submitted after July 15th will be accepted as space allows.   
 
Kids, have your parents go to our church website (www.ob-cc.org) and 
register online.  It only takes about 2 minutes!  Included in this newsletter is 
a hard copy registration form that can also be completed and submitted to 
the church office. 
 
Feel free to contact Christy Jensen, VBS Coordinator, at #810-7416, or 
christyjensen10@cox.net, for more information. 
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*NOTE:   VBS Registration Form is included on the following pages. 
 
 
 

OLIVE BRANCH CHRISTIAN CHURCH 
2011 VACATION BIBLE SCHOOL Registration Form 

 
JULY 25 -  JULY 29 (Monday- Friday) 

5:30 p.m. -  Dinner          6:00 – 8:00 p.m. – Program 
 

Form must be completed and submitted to church office or 
online (www.ob-cc.org) BY 7/15 in order to guarantee a spot. 

 

 
PLEASE NOTE: 

 The VBS Program includes a session designed for children 3 to 13 and a separate adult class. 
 Preschool-aged children should have some experience in daycare, preschool, and/or Sunday School, so that 

they are comfortable separating from their parent/caregiver. 
 If you register after the deadline of 7/15, there is no guarantee you will be able to participate as there are 

limited spots. 
 
This registration form is for a(n):  ____ Child/Youth 
       ____ Adult 
 
Name:  ____________________________________________________________ 
 
Address:  __________________________________________________________ 
        City, Zip 
 
Phone Numbers: Home: ________________        Cell: ______________________ 
 
Email (used only for communication related to VBS):______________________________________ 
 
Parent’s Name (for participants 13 and younger):    _______________________________________ 
 
Emergency Contact Name and Phone Number (if different from parent):  

http://www.ob-cc.org/�
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__________________________________________________________________ 
 
Age (not necessary for adult class): _______    Rising Grade:_____________ 

 
PLEASE SEE BACK PAGE. 
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Church you currently attend:  ________________________________________________________ 
Note:  If you do not have a church at this time, you are always welcome to join us at Olive Branch. 
 
Medical: To make sure your child’s VBS experience is a safe and happy one, we would 
appreciate any necessary information regarding medical conditions, allergies, etc. 
 
None: __________  Yes (explain):    ______________________________________________ 

 
 

DROP-OFF AND DISMISSAL INFORMATION 
 
Dinner will be served each evening promptly at 5:30 p.m. in the New Fellowship Hall.  Small children 
must be accompanied by an adult.  Family members are welcome to eat dinner with their child each 
evening.  The Program will start at 6:00 pm in the New Fellowship Hall and will conclude by 8:00 pm.   
Please plan to pick up your children at 8:00 pm in front of the Education Building.  In case of delay, 
please call us so that we may be prepared.   
Church Office Phone Number:  (757) 566-8077. 

 
Name and phone number of person picking up your child/children (if different from above):   

 
__________________________________________________________________ 
 

WE NEED VOLUNTEERS:  Parents who wish to volunteer to help in some capacity please 
provide contact information.   
 
__________________________________________________________________ 
 

I also understand that photographs may be taken during activities of VBS that may include my 
child. 

 
_____________________________________________          ________________ 
                              Parent/Guardian Signature                                             Date                    
 
 

Thanks in advance for allowing your child/children to share in this Vacation Bible School 
Experience.  We hope that it will be fulfilling as well as uplifting. 
 
 
Christy Jensen, Director 
Cell Phone:  (757) 810-7416 
Church Office Phone Number:  (757) 566-8077 
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Hey, Kids!!    This is YOUR

 

 page in “The 
Olive Branch”, and will be included in each 
newsletter. 

Welcome 

 
 

 

 
 

Have you ever seen a “welcome mat”?  
Usually we see a welcome mat outside the 
door to our home.  A welcome mat usually has 
two purposes. For one thing, it is a friendly 
reminder for people to wipe their shoes off so 
that they won't track dirt or mud into your 
home. And second, it is placed outside your 
door as a sign to let people know that they are 
welcome in your home. 

 

  

 
 

 

 

Welcome -- what does the word "welcome" 
mean? It means to receive someone in a 
warm and friendly way. Are people always 
welcome in our homes? Do we welcome 
people into our home if their skin is a 
different color from ours? Do we welcome 
people into our homes if they don't have as 
much money as we do? 

How about in our church? Do you think that 
we make everyone feel welcome in our 
church? Do we speak to those people who 
are visiting our church that we do not know? 
If someone comes to our church and they 
are not dressed the way we are dressed, do 
we make sure that they are made to feel 
welcome? 

Jesus said, "He who welcomes you 
welcomes me." If we turn that around, we 
will understand that if we do not welcome 
others into our homes and into our 
churches, it is the same as if we are not 
welcoming Jesus. We wouldn't do that, 
would we? 

Well, let's put the welcome mat out -- and 
let's be sure that we mean it! 

 

 

 

LET’S PRAY:  Dear Father, help us to 
remember that when we do not welcome 
others to our homes and to our church, it is 
the same as not welcoming you. In Jesus' 
name we pray. Amen. 
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