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Those Summer Days 
June 2011 

 
There is an old tale that was first published 

in 1907 in the book, “Life in Old Virginia: A 
description of Virginia, more particularly the 
Tidewater Section.” It is called ‘Joining the 
Church,’ and it goes like this:  
 

“There was a hardened sinner who had 
determined to join the church, but his 
record for meanness was such that 
when he applied for admission, he was 
told to wait awhile and pray for 
spiritual aid to improve his manners 
and morals. At length he became tired 
of waiting for a call from the brethren, 
and made a new application. The 
preacher asked him if he prayed and 
communed with the Lord as to whether 
he should join the church. ‘Yes indeed, I 
certainly has prayed, and I told the Lord 
that I done quit all my badness and that 
I want to join Shiloh Church.’ ‘Well,’ 
said the preacher, ‘how did the Lord 
answer your prayers?’ The man 
answered, ‘The Lord said to me, I wish 
you better luck than I have, cause I have 
been trying to join that church for more 
than forty years myself!’ 

 
Summer days are fast approaching, and 

soon we will be complaining about  the heat and 
humidity in the same way we complained about 
the snow and the  cold  in  January.  There will  be  

 
countless opportunities to enjoy the beauty of 
God’s world, to travel the length and breadth of 
our commonwealth, and to spend time with our 
spouses, children, and friends. And for some of us, 
our spiritual relationships will take a break, much 
like our children take a break from school.  

It does seem that the activities of the church 
slow down during summer. But not this time! Our 
Wednesday night fellowship will run through June 
as we continue our study of I Corinthians. We will 
be collecting donations for the CWF Tool Fund 
June 5 and 12, to be presented on Father’s Day June 
19. Our Church Picnic will be held on June 12 
following the 11:00 worship, at which time we will 
honor our Teachers and recognize our graduates. 
The General Assembly of the Christian Church will 
meet in Nashville the second week of July. 
Vacation Bible School will be held July 25-29th. And 
then July will end with our first ever Christmas in 
July service on the 31, with a Chrismon Workshop 
on Saturday July 30. As part of the Christmas in 
July service we will present our box gifts for 
Operation Christmas Child.  

In the midst of our travels and pursuits, let 
us not forget to support the programs and 
ministries of Olive Branch, and especially let us 
each summer day give thanks to the Lord for the 
time and blessings we have been given. Don’t let it 
be said that the Lord tried all summer long to be 
part of our journey! Let the Lord be our 
companion, as we travel the interstates, boat on the 
rivers and the bay, and take our vacations. Let 
Christ join us, and in so doing, make this one of the 
best summers ever! 

Blessings, 
Richard 
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SERVING COMMUNION TO OUR CHILDREN 
 

 
The elders recently had a thought provoking discussion concerning serving 

communion in the Nursery and Children’s Church.  Our current practice had been to 
serve it to those children, with the Nursery Attendant and Children’s Church leader 
teaching and explaining the meaning of the sacrament on a level appropriate for the ages 
of the children.  Some of the questions the elders pondered were:  Does the Bible give 
guidance about children taking communion?  Does serving communion to children 
unable to understand its meaning show reverence or respect for this sacred ordinance?  
How do we honor the Disciples’ long history of open and inclusive communion?  How 
do we retain the special significance of a new believer’s first communion?  How do we 
teach our children the meaning of the Lord ’s Supper and how to show it proper 
reference?  What is the relationship between believers’ baptism and participation in 
communion?  What are the roles of parents, teachers, elders and the church in guiding 
participation in communion? 

  
The elders are thankful for the care and effort Tammy and Marney put into 

teaching our young children about communion.  The elders reflected on their own 
diverse experiences as youngsters and as parents in the decision about when to take 
communion.  The elders agreed that neither they nor the congregation had the right to 
deny communion to anyone at a worship service, as the invitation comes from Christ, not 
from us. 

 
 Nonetheless, guided by Paul’s words about partaking of the Lord’s Supper 

in an unworthy manner (I Corinthians 11:27-29) in which he says that before taking 
communion we should “examine ourselves” and if we do so “without discerning the 
body” we do so unworthily, the elders offer the guidance that communion should 
routinely be offered to baptized believers. 

 
 The elders are discontinuing their current practice of offering communion 

in the nursery and children’s church where the children have not yet made a profession 
of faith and been baptized and are unlikely to have the spiritual maturity to examine 
themselves and discern the body. 

 
 We hope that everyone in the congregation will ponder these same 

questions and others about this holy ordinance.  Help us find new ways to teach our 
children about this mighty symbol of Jesus’ sacrifice.  Give thought to your own 
participation in this sacrament that is central to the identity of our denomination. 

 

Andy Bradshaw 

Board Chair 
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Most of us are beyond the age of growing pains.  
If you can’t remember them, ask one of our teens.  
“Growing pains” refers to the discomfort associated 
with a period of rapid growth.  You don’t fit in what 
used to be comfortable.  You don’t seem to be as 
coordinated as you once were.  But it’s not a bad thing.  
It’s a consequence of growth and a prelude to maturity. 
 Organizations, including church congregations, 
can experience growing pains, just as do adolescents.  
Olive Branch is experiencing some growing pains.  
Weekly attendance at worship has increased to the point 
that we could not all fit comfortably in a single service, 
even if we wanted to.  We don’t notice as quickly if 
someone has been absent.  Events get planned by 
particular groups and are not always coordinated with 
all the rest of the church activities. 
 We should expect more growing pains as even 
more activities are planned and our active membership 
continues to grow. 
 Like the growing teen, we don’t want to return 
to our smaller self, we want to adapt to our larger, more 
mature size and ability. 
 That means we need to be more aware of how 
our own activities coordinate with other church events.  
Working through the PPT is a good way to do this.  We 
need to take the initiative to learn about ministries and 
events that interest us.  Checking the bulletin, newsletter 
and website are good ways.  We need to follow up with 
a telephone call if we haven’t seen someone at church.  
They may be attending the other service, or they may be 
absent. 
 With care and effort, not only will we adjust to 
our new size, we will find ourselves able to do more 
ministry and fellowship, even better. 

Andy Bradshaw 
Board Chair 

 
 

 
 

During the month of May we were so excited 
to receive into membership at Olive Branch 
Christian Church our following friends: 

• Todd Meadows 
• Emily Friend 

 
 

 
 
 

WEDNESDAY FAMILY NIGHT 
  
 
 We meet each Wednesday evening at 6:30 
pm for dinner, followed by Pastor Richard leading 
the study on First Corinthians.  Please come out 
and join us for dinner, fellowship and bible study! 
  
 
 
 
 

 
 

 
Dear Olive Branch, 
 Thank you for the new acolyte schedule 
(July – December 2011).  I have tacked this note to 
my bedroom wall and will look at it every Sunday 
to see which day I am acolyte. 
 Again, thank for you the support you give. 

Angelica Poland 
 

  
 
My Dear Friends at Olive Branch… 
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 Thank you to everyone who helped me 
recently by sending cards and encouraging me by 
all the telephone calls and visits.   These 
expressions of caring from my church family mean 
so much to me, and make it easier to get through 
my day.   

God Bless You All, 
Lena Jeffries   

 
 

 
 
CHRISTIAN WOMEN’S FELLOWSHIP 
  
 Our Old Social Hall painting is complete; 
hope everyone has noticed how fresh it looks.  
Thanks to all who put in many hours of work.  The 
next step is to purchase carpet and have it installed.  
 The all daughters’ tea was held May 7th, 
and was enjoyed by all, especially all the lady’s 
hats. 

Shirley Harrison and Barb Schmidt were 
crowned our Daughters of God; thanks for all you 
two do.  

Irma Gustafson, Nancy Sheppard, Shirley 
Harrison, and Donna Haulsee went to Chesapeake 
on May 14th for a District 8 SPA meeting. The 
program was on the Beatitudes and we were given 
information on upcoming events.  Of course, we 
were fed well.  

Keep a lookout for the upcoming events. 
Donna Haulsee 

CWF President 
 
 
 Tuesday Morning Circle:  What a way to 
celebrate getting another year older…on a picnic 
with twenty Christian friends, along with a 
birthday cake made by Elaine Henk!  Out of this 
world…thanks everyone.  Of course we had great 
food and fellowship, along with Elaine Henk’s 
continued study on Revelation.  Marney 
Brickhouse discussed the All Daughters Tea; it was 
a great success…a Royal Tea with ladies wearing 
all kinds of hats.  If you were unable to attend, you 

missed a real treat.  Shirley Harrison and Barb 
Schmidt were crowned Daughters of God; thanks 
for all you do.  

Our next meeting will be a joint meeting of 
both circles; a covered dish, held at the home of 
Kay Ainsworth on June 6th at 6:30 pm.  All Olive 
Branch ladies are invited.  

The Tuesday Morning Circle will be 
meeting during the summer so Elaine Henk will be  
 
able to continue with her study.  We will meet  
June 14th and July 5th, both meetings at Interlude.  
In July we will be meeting a week early as Elaine 
will be out of town the following week.  Please 
mark these dates on your calendar. 

See you soon…. 
Donna Haulsee 

 
 

Blessing Boxes 
 

I have a confession to make!  With all the 
natural disasters happening lately, I really do feel 
so bad for the people who have had to cope with 
destruction of property and even losing loved 
ones.  I pray for them and help out financially when 
possible.  But, my confession is, deep down, I really 
don’t think it will happen to me or my family.  
Hope that statement isn’t testing fate!  Maybe it’s 
just an optimistic way of looking at things.  But, 
when that realization came to me, I immediately 
went and added all the change I could find to my 
Blessing Box and thanked God that we had been 
spared.   

Maybe we have more blessings every day 
that we don’t even notice, until something does 
happen.  When the electricity goes off, how many 
times do we try to turn on a light or start to do 
something and realize that whatever it is requires 
electricity?  I am going to try to be more aware of 
my blessings of being spared a tragedy or even an 
inconvenience – and add that coin to my blessing 
box, along with a “thank you” prayer.  That “thank 
you” prayer includes all the wonderful people at 
Olive Branch that help in so many ways, as we try 
to lead our Christian lives.  Oops, time to go by the 
Blessing Box again for the blessing of my church 
family! 

Barb Schmidt 
 

Don’t forget to let me know if you need a Blessing 
Box! 
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Updates from the 

Program Planning Team Advocates 
 
 

“The Necessity of Evangelism” 
 

Evangelism culminates in growing God's 
Kingdom.  I believe there was rejoicing in heaven 
on Sunday, May 15 as Todd Meadows accepted 
Jesus as his Savior and Emily Friend chose Olive 
Branch as the body-of-believers she wishes to unite 
with to carry out her life's ministry. 

It offers us the opportunity to help in the 
nurture of Todd as he begins his Spiritual Journey, 
and to encourage a seasoned Christian as she 
continues hers.  We are so blessed to be witnesses 
for the Lord and to these life-changing events.  
Praise the Lord!  Amen. 

Louise Smith 
PPT Evangelism Advocate 

 
 

Church World Service 
For more than 60 years congregations 

across the United States have been responding to 
Jesus’ call to be neighbors to those in need, in 
partnership with Church World Service.  At home 
and around the world our church family will be 
helping impoverished communities with basic 
needs to sustain themselves and their families.   

The Tools and Blankets Program is a 
Church World Service special mission opportunity 
that involves all ages.  Some 8,000 congregations 
and groups across the United States hold Tools & 
Blankets events.   From something as simple as a 
blanket, amazing things can happen…with your 
help 

Sunday, June 19th, is Father’s Day.   Olive 
Branch will honor all fathers by participating in the 
“TOOLS” part of this program. 

 If you would like to participate in this 
program, a “TOOL” may be purchased for $5.00 
each.  Fill out a form (bulletin insert or in the 
church office) “in honor of” or “in memory of” a 
special person, and put it in offering plate or return 
it to the church office no later than Monday, June 
13th.    

 
 
 

COMING NEXT MONTH…. 
“Christmas in July” 

 
 This year we are celebrating “Christmas in 
July” by participating in the Samaritan’s Purse 
Operation Christmas Child in July instead of 
November.  This program will be promoted on 
both the 17th and 24th of July, and the shoeboxes 
placed under the Christmas Tree on Sunday, July 
31st, as part of our worship service.  A Christmas 
workshop will be held on Saturday, July 30th, to 
make new chrismons for our Christmas Tree and 
repair what we currently use.  Keep an eye out for 
further information in church bulletin 
announcements and the July issue of The Olive 
Branch. 

Sheila Yeatts 
PPT World Outreach Advocate 

 
 
 
 

 
 

 Thank you for all who came out to Spirit 
Night at Chick-Fil-A on the 18th.  We will know our 
total and get our check in about a month.   Our 
next From His Hands is on Thursday, June 23rd (I 
will be sending out an email with the menu); 
please volunteer your help because Tracie Heslink 
and Skip Jensen will be the adults helping since I 
will be out of town. 
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 We will be having some more fund raisers 
the next couple of months…keep a look-out for 
notices. 
 Our next meetings are June 5th and 19th, 
after the 11:00 o’clock church, with the weather 
being so nice, wiffle ball will be in our future. 

Abby Matschke and Courtney Holt 
 
 

---------------------------------------------------------------- 
THE FOLLOWING FINANCIAL 

INFORMATION IS PROVIDED FOR YOUR 
PERUSAL 

 

           2011 Weekly General Fund Giving Summary 
 
   Week’s         Year to Date    Year to Date       Year to Date 
Date            Giving               Giving       Giving           Over/(Under) 
5/22   $ 3,333.00      $ 83,569.29      $ 86,511.91       $ (2,942.62) 
------------------------------------------------------------------- 
 

Skip Jensen 
PPT Stewardship Advocate 

 
 

 

 

Father’s Day 
     Sunday, June 19th

 
 
 
 

 
 

 
 

 
Annual Olive Branch Picnic 

FOOD, FUN and FELLOWSHIP 
 

This year’s picnic will held Sunday, June 12th, at 
Olive Branch and will begin at 3:00 pm.  We will eat 
at 5:00 pm.  Bar-b-que, hot dogs and hamburgers 
will be provided.  Everyone should bring a veggie, 
side dish, and/or dessert ... enough to share with 
others.  Activities will be provided for children and 
adults alike. 

 
 

 
 

Remember…. 
Fly our Nation’s Flag! 

 
Tuesday, June 14, 2011 

 
I pledge allegiance to the Flag  
Of the United States of America, 
And to the Republic for which is stands, 
One Nation under God, indivisible, 
With liberty and justice for all. 

--The Pledge of Allegiance, 1892 
 

 
On Tuesday, June 14th, Americans will 

observe the birthday of the flag of the United 
States of America.  This special day provides a 
time for our Nation to reflect on our flag’s rich 
history and its meaning to Americans and people 
around the world.  This is a time to honor 
America, to celebrate our heritage in public 
gatherings and activities, and to recite publicly the 
Pledge of Allegiance to the Flag of the United 
States of America.  The Pledge was officially 
amended on June 14, 1954, to read “one nation 
under God”.  The Pledge of Allegiance has 
remained a time-honored salute to the American 
flag, one of our most cherished national symbols.   
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It is the flag of all Americans! 
 

Let us accord it honor and loyalty! 
 

Show your love of our country…Fly our 
“Flag” on  Tuesday, June 14th from 
sunup to sundown. 
 

 
 

SERVING  IN  JUNE 
 

Elders 
 
June 5 Bob Eley, Bob Schmidt  
June 12 Doug Dill, Ralph Hutton 
June 19 Bob Key, Gail Key 
June 26 Jim Thacker, David Wolverton 
 

Deacons 
 
June 5 Barbara Schmidt, Judy Eley 
 Tracie Heslink, Michael Heslink 
 
June 12 Morgan Rowe, Linda Adkins 
 Tracie Hutton, Abby Matschke 
 
June 19 Marci Millican-Hubbard, Lucy Hall 
 Dennis Williams, Harold McKeel 
 
June 26 Donna Haulsee, Tonya Meadows 
 Roy Sullivan, Ellen Sullivan 
 

Acolytes  
 
June 5 
8:30/11:00 Angelica Poland, Maggie Sheppard 
 
June 12 
8:30/11:00 Justin Cooper, Lauren Morse 
 
June 19 
8:30/11:00 Lauren Ries, Kimberlee Bartley 

 
June 26 
8:30/11:00 Zach Cooper, Patrick Gormus 
 

Deaconess 
 

Dale Teagle 
 
 
 

 
 

HOMEBOUND 
 

Tommy Hoar, Bessie Apperson, Audrey White 
 

OTHER CONCERNS 
 

Church Family:  David Waltrip, Murray and 
Paulette Moyce, Buddy “Skilly” Seal, Grace 
Hatfield, Jimmy Anderson, Vickie Anderson, Lena 
Jeffries, Jeffrey Johns, Pat Allred, Jimmy Allred, 
Jesse Hall (Michael & Soosan Hall’s 2 year old 
daughter), Lucy Hall, Tyler Watson, Janice Perkins, 
Nancy Cates, Janice Floyd, Norm Hall’s family, Liz 
Jones, Wayne Jones, Russell Waid, and Bruce Kerr. 
 
Family and Friends:  William Phares, Jr., Marilyn 
Shatswell, Betty Millican, Bill Perkins, Andrew 
Bonilla, Eddie Bonilla, Perkins (Billy) Gormus 
(Sean Gormus’ father), Jim Bevan, Elizabeth 
Vanzandt, Liam Fields (newborn) and his parents 
(Stacey & Nate Fields), JoAnn Koutras, Nita 
Jackson, Seanne Webster-Davis, Joann Meyer 
(Ronnie Henk’s sister), Eric Sieman (Marney 
Brickhouse’s son), Gary Ball, Lisa Boyd, Trevor 
Waite (Ellen Waite’s grandson), Mildred Temple, 
Chris Anderson, Joyce Perger (Steve’s Mother), 
Justin Monroe, Jan McGinnis, the family of Donald 
Dalton, Cindy Gross, Myrtle Bailey (Nancy 
Wilder’s Mother), John Pearson (Don Morse’s 
uncle), Dolores Phillips, Cathy Kelly, Cindy Stout, 
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Kylie Wilder, Mike Cox, Finn Jenson (Skip Jensen’s 
father), Eric Dezit, Marshall & Virginia Jones, Joyce 
Parker (Judy Eley's aunt), Mike Neary (Patty 
Neary's son),  and the men & women in our Armed 
Forces. 
 
 NOTE:   Please review the names listed for our ‘Prayer 
Concerns’, and contact the church office if someone’s name is able to 
be removed from the list or if you would like someone’s name added. 

 

 
 

 
JUNE   

  1 Missy Harbour 
3 Carole Kerr 
 Angela Key 
6 Mason Jensen 
12 Allison Gonzalez 

  Tracie Heslink 
14 Jim Hunt 

  20 Leland Williams 
  25 Gabriele Wolverton 
  27 Judy Eley 
  28 Debbie Johns 
  30 Audrey White 
   Susan Kohlman 
  
NOTE:  If you have not seen your birthday listed, and 
would like it included, please contact the office. 
 
 
 

The West Virginia Mission 
Continues to be a Blessing 

 
 During May a 23-foot tractor-trailer left 
Emily Friend’s garage filled with a six-month 
collection of clothing, baby cribs, shoes, and 
supplies.  The load was delivered to our ministry 
partner in Kimball,  West Virginia called Five 
Loaves and Two Fishes.  A local truck driver 
agreed to deliver these much needed items, and 
after meeting the people and seeing the needs of 
the community, told Emily that he truly was 

blessed to be part of this ministry.  Olive Branch 
Christian Church has been blessed as well, as we 
have come to understand the tremendous issues 
such as high unemployment and the resultant large 
number of families living in poverty in the Kimball 
and Bluefield communities.  Please continue to 
keep this ministry in your prayers, and continue to 
collect clothing, shoes, and baby items to donate.  
The most needed item?  Men’s work socks! 

Richard 
 

 
 June 5  Yeatts and Matschke Families  
 June 12  AVAILABLE 
 June 19  Mike, Tracie & Michael Heslink 
 June 26  A. Bradshaw 
 
** Have you noticed the “AVAILABLE” week 
above?   Our beautiful altar looks even more 
beautiful when flowers are placed in front of the 
communion table.  Consider providing a flower 
arrangement for our worship services…maybe to 
honor someone special in your life, to remember a 
person who is no longer with you, a special 
occasion, or to the glory of God.  After the 11:00 am 
worship service, you may take the flowers with you 
to enjoy in your home, or maybe to give to a “shut 
in”.  Please remember the date you agreed to 
provide flowers. 
 
**NOTE—2011 FLOWER SCHEDULE:  When you 
sign up on the “Flower Calendar” on the bulletin 
board in the Narthex to provide flowers for the 
Sanctuary, PLEASE PRINT.   You are asked to 
bring your flowers and place them in front of the 
communion table by 8:00 a.m. on your Sunday.  
Upon completion of the 11:00 am worship, you are 
encouraged to take your flowers with you. 
 

JOY  GROUP 
  
 On Friday, April 29th, nine Olive Branch 
members enjoyed the first Joy Club outing at the 
Norfolk Botanical Gardens.  It was a delightful 
Spring day in a beautiful setting, with thousands of 
flowers in full bloom.  How could anyone behold 
such beauty and deny that “In the beginning, God 
created…?” 
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This new group cruised to Tangier Island on 
May 24th and spent an enjoyable day of fellowship 
together.  The crab cakes were incredible at the 
Fishermen’s Corner restaurant!  And Ellen did a 
head count to make sure none were left behind!   
 In June we’ll be traveling to the Norfolk 
Zoo.  If you are interested in participating in future 
activities or wish further information, contact Ellen 
Sullivan (home: 757-565-1441 or cell: 757-876-
23998). 

 

Pentecost 
                

 Pentecost commemorates the descent of the 
Holy Spirit upon the Disciples of Christ after the 
Resurrection, and is celebrated seven weeks (50 
days) after Easter Sunday.  It is sometimes 
described as the “Birthday of the Church”. 
  
 The following is an excerpt from Acts 2, 
describing Pentecost.  
 ….“And when the day of Pentecost had 
come, they were all together in one place.  And 
suddenly from heaven there came a sound like the 
rush of a violent wind, and it filled the entire house 
where they were sitting.  Divided tongues, as of 
fire, appeared among them, and a tongue rested on 
each of them.  All of them were filled with the Holy 
Spirit and began to speak in other languages, as the 
Spirit gave them ability.” 
   
 The main sign of Pentecost is the color red.  
It symbolizes joy and the fire of the Holy Spirit.  
Ministers and choirs often wear red vestments, and 
in modern times, the custom has extended to the 
lay people of the congregation wearing red clothing 
in celebration of Pentecost.   
 
 
 

 
 

            (Sunday, June 12th) 
 
 

"Help us celebrate Pentecost 
on June 12th, by wearing red 

to church that Sunday!" 
 
 
   OBCC AT CWF SPA DAY 2011 
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                                                             Photo by Gustafson 
   

Four ladies from Olive Branch attended SPA 
Day for District 8, Virginia Region, Disciples of 
Christ, held May 14 at Parkview Christian Church, 
Chesapeake. 

 
Each of the 11 Virginia regional districts 

hosts this event each spring.  Despite the inference, 
the acronym SPA stands for “self-care, prayer and 
action.”   Special leaders for the day’s program 
were Donna Webster, Virginia Regional Director of 
Women’s Ministries, and Kathy Witt, President of 
Disciples Women in Virginia. 

 
Pictured above are attendees from Olive 

Branch:  Donna Haulsee, Shirley Harrison, Irma 
Gustafson and Nancy Griffith. 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 

Vacation Bible School is coming….in JULY! 
 

This summer we are moving from the Rainforest to a BIG JUNGLE 
ADVENTURE.   You will be going on a journey with Jesus to see mighty 
trees, sing fun songs, meet interesting animals, including Humphrey the 
Hippo, and explore a waterfall. 
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Kids, be sure to ask your parents or grandparents to SAVE THE DATE: 
July 25th-29th, 5:30-8pm. Registration is now in process, and like last year, 
will take place online through our OBCC website (and we will have options to 
handle offline registrations, too).   And adults… Pastor Richard will lead a 
class for you as well. 

 
Our first planning session was held on April 11th, and I wish to thank 

each of you who came out to offer input and suggestions, and most 
importantly, volunteer in all sorts of helpful ways! 

 
Our next planning session will be in early June.   We need more 

volunteers, so please prayerfully consider how you might serve our VBS 
program, our largest Christian Education event of the year. 

 
Feel free to contact Christy Jensen, VBS Coordinator, at #810-7416, 

or christyjensen10@cox.net, for more information. 
 
 
*NOTE:   VBS Registration Form is included on the following pages. 
 
 
 
  

OLIVE BRANCH CHRISTIAN CHURCH 
2011 VACATION BIBLE SCHOOL Registration Form 

 
JULY 25 -  JULY 29 (Monday- Friday) 

5:30 p.m. -  Dinner          6:00 – 8:00 p.m. – Program 
 

Form must be completed and submitted to church office or 
online (www.ob-cc.org) BY 7/15 in order to guarantee a spot. 

 

 
PLEASE NOTE: 

 The VBS Program includes a session designed for children 3 to 13 and a separate adult class. 
 Preschool-aged children should have some experience in daycare, preschool, and/or Sunday School, so that 

they are comfortable separating from their parent/caregiver. 

http://www.ob-cc.org/�
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 If you register after the deadline of 7/15, there is no guarantee you will be able to participate as there are 
limited spots. 

 
This registration form is for a(n):  ____ Child/Youth 
       ____ Adult 
 
Name:  ____________________________________________________________ 
 
Address:  __________________________________________________________ 
        City, Zip 
 
Phone Numbers: Home: ________________        Cell: ______________________ 
 
Email (used only for communication related to VBS):______________________________________ 
 
Parent’s Name (for participants 13 and younger):    _______________________________________ 
 
Emergency Contact Name and Phone Number (if different from parent):  
 
__________________________________________________________________ 
 
Age (not necessary for adult class): _______    Rising Grade:_____________ 

 
PLEASE SEE BACK PAGE. 
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Church you currently attend:  ________________________________________________________ 
Note:  If you do not have a church at this time, you are always welcome to join us at Olive Branch. 
 
Medical: To make sure your child’s VBS experience is a safe and happy one, we would 
appreciate any necessary information regarding medical conditions, allergies, etc. 
 
None: __________  Yes (explain):    ______________________________________________ 

 
 

DROP-OFF AND DISMISSAL INFORMATION 
 
Dinner will be served each evening promptly at 5:30 p.m. in the New Fellowship Hall.  Small children 
must be accompanied by an adult.  Family members are welcome to eat dinner with their child each 
evening.  The Program will start at 6:00 pm in the New Fellowship Hall and will conclude by 8:00 pm.   
Please plan to pick up your children at 8:00 pm in front of the Education Building.  In case of delay, 
please call us so that we may be prepared.   
Church Office Phone Number:  (757) 566-8077. 

 
Name and phone number of person picking up your child/children (if different from above):   

 
__________________________________________________________________ 
 

WE NEED VOLUNTEERS:  Parents who wish to volunteer to help in some capacity please 
provide contact information.   
 
__________________________________________________________________ 
 

I also understand that photographs may be taken during activities of VBS that may include my 
child. 

 
_____________________________________________          ________________ 
                              Parent/Guardian  Signature                                                 Date                    
 
 

Thanks in advance for allowing your child/children to share in this Vacation Bible School 
Experience.  We hope that it will be fulfilling as well as uplifting. 
 
 
Christy Jensen, Director 
Cell Phone:  (757) 810-7416 
Church Office Phone Number:  (757) 566-8077 
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Hey, Kids!!    This is YOUR

 

 page in “The 
Olive Branch”, and will be included in each 
newsletter. 

Pentecost 
A New Wind Blowing  

 
 

Scripture: When the day of Pentecost 
came, they were all together in one room.  
Suddenly a sound like the blowing of a 
strong wind came from heaven and filled the 
whole house where they were sitting.  They 
saw what seemed to be tongues of fire that 
separated and came to rest on each of them.  
All of them were filled with the Holy Spirit 
and began to speak in other languages as 
the Spirit gave them ability. 
(Acts 2:1-4) 

 
It is great fun to watch a kite soaring 

high in the sky.  What is it that keeps the kit 
up there?  It is the wind.  Have you ever 
seen the wind? Well…no one has actually 
seen the wind because it is invisible.  If we 
can’t see the wind, how do we know that it is 
there? 

 
One way is that we can hear it 

whistling through the trees. Another way we 
can know the wind is there is that we can  
 
 

 
 
see it moving things…like the leaves on the  
trees. Another way is that we can feel it 
against our faces and blowing our hair.   

 
Many churches celebrate a special day 

called Pentecost.  It was on Pentecost Day 
that God sent his Holy Spirit to the disciples 
and friends gathered together in a room.  All 
at once there was a sound like a mighty, 
rushing wind, and they were all filled with 
the Holy Spirit.  God’s Holy Spirit is like the 
wind…we can’t see him, but we can know 
that he is there, just like we can know that 
the wind is there.   

 
We can know the Holy Spirit is there 

because we can hear him.  The Bible 
says…”Behold, I stand at the door and 
knock, and if any man hears my voice and 
opens the door, I will come to him.”  We 
can’t see the Holy Spirit, but we know he is 
there because he speaks to our hearts. 

 
Another way we can know the Holy 

Spirit is there is that we can see him moving 
people to do God’s will.  The Bible says the 
Spirit of God moves his people to speak and 
to do things for him.  We can’t see God, but 
we can see people doing things that God’s 
Holy Spirit has moved them to do. 

 
We can know the Holy Spirit is there 

because we can feel his presence.  The Bible 
says…”I will fear no evil for Thou art with 
me.”   The Bible also says…”if we love one 
another, God lives in us.”  We can’t see the 
Holy Spirit, but we know he is there because 
we can feel his presence in our life. 
 
 
 
LET’S PRAY:  Father, thank you for 
sending your Holy Spirit.  Even though we 
can’t see him, we thank you that we can 
hear him speak to our hearts, feel his 
presence in our daily lives, and see him 
moving us to do your will.  In Jesus’ name 
we pray.  AMEN. 
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Word Jumble  
Acts 2:1-21  

Unscramble each word and then place the 
numbered letters in the  

numbered boxes at the bottom to reveal 
the "Final Answer." 

 
 

 
 

PUZZLE CLUES 
 

Check your answers by looking them up 
in the Bible.  (Clues are from the NIV) 
 

1. A sound like the blowing of a violent 
______ came from heaven. (Acts 2:2) 

2. They saw what seemed to be tongues 
of ______.  (Acts 2:3) 

3. All of them were filled with the Holy 
______.  (Acts 2:4) 

4. They began to ______ in other 
tongues as the Spirit enabled them.  
(Acts 2:4) 

5. Peter stood up and spoke to the 
______ of people.  (Acts 2:14) 

 
FINAL ANSWER:  All of these events took 
place on the day of ______.  (Acts 2:1) 
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