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Touched By God 
May 2011 

 
It is human nature to seek, create, and enjoy 

routines.  Our lives are filled with routines, from 
making that pot of coffee first thing in the morning; 
to the time we eat our dinners and go to bed.  
Routines are not all bad, for they impart to us a 
sense of security and ‘normalcy’, that allow us to 
function. Their danger lies in the potential they 
have to dull our awareness and cloud our vision of 
the world around us, especially the ability to 
recognize the sacred. Sometimes we need to be 
shaken from our ‘on cruise control’ lives.  My 
cruise control was jerked out of my life last week. 
Holy Week 2011 was like an earthquake that shook 
me from my head to my toe!  

The scrim portrayal of the Last Supper on 
Maundy Thursday showed us that the events of 
that night went beyond just the breaking of the 
bread and the sharing of the cup.  On Good Friday 
we carried the cross of Christ through the Stations 
of the Cross, and shared in the burden and the 
guilt of our Lord’s death.  The Prayer Vigil created 
an unbroken chain of prayer from Maundy 
Thursday to Good Friday.  At the Sunrise Service 
in our outdoor glen, the gobbling of wild turkeys 
joined our voices as we greeted the resurrected 
Christ.  And then our two worship services 
brought our week to its climax, with their special  
 

 
 
music, proclamation of the good news, and joining 
at the table of the Lord.  

I was touched by the presence of God this 
past week, and saw God’s face reflected in the faces 
of others. I witnessed the Spirit weaving its way 
throughout our services and lives.  Our lives were 
definitely shaken and touched by God.  Thank you, 
each and every one, who planned and participated 
in our services.  May the Lord continue to be 
known to us, in the breaking of the bread, in the 
proclamation of the Word, in the prayers of the 
faithful, and in acts of service and love. 
 

Blessings, 
Richard 

 
 
 
 

 
 

During the month of April we were so 
excited to receive into membership at Olive Branch 
Christian Church our following friends: 

 
• Bill Norton 
• Russel and Sara Waid 

 
 

http://www.ob-cc.org/�
mailto:obcc@widomaker.com�
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What a joy it is to be part of a congregation 
where the Word of God is taught, the love of God 
is shared, and the people of God are served.  How 
exciting it is to see so many different people 
involved in ministry.  My only regret is that there 
are so many good things happening, I can’t 
participate in all of them. 
 Because we are being faithful in the 
ministries God has entrusted us with, we can 
expect that He will call us to even bolder and more 
challenging ministries.  There will be a need and a 
place for every one of us. 
 Please be at worship each Sunday if you 
can.  By staying focused on God, our love for 
others will not be forced and our service to others 
will not be burdensome. 

Andy Bradshaw 
Board Chair 

 
 

 
 
 
May 1: Acts 2:14a, 22-32; 1 Peter 1:3-9;  
 John 20:19-31 
May 8: Acts 2:14a, 26-41; 1 Peter 1:17-23; 
 Luke 24:13-35 
May 15: Acts 2:42-47; 1 Peter 2:19-25 
 John 10:1-10 
May 22: Acts 7:55-60; 1 Peter 2:2-10; 
 John 14:1-14 
May 29: Acts 17:22-3; 1 Peter 3:13-22; 
 John 14:15-21 
 

 

 
 

Mother’s Day 

     Sunday, May 8th 
 

 

 
 
 

WEDNESDAY FAMILY NIGHT 
  
 During Holy Week we concluded our 
Wednesday night six-week lesson called “Prayer: 
Does It Make Any Difference?” based on the book 
by Philip Yancey.  We had wonderful attendance 
and participation during this spring session.  
Special thanks go to our coordinators, planners, and 
discussion leaders:  Louise Smith, Pastor Bill 
Howard, Elaine Henk, Clay Harrison, Jim Thacker, 
Paula Thacker, Kim Riffle, and Doug Dill.  Just as 
important are those who faithfully clean and set up 
our fellowship hall for Wednesdays:  Norm Hall, 
Lucy Hall, Nancy Griffith, and Sara Waid. 
 The next six week session for Wednesday 
night will start on May 11th at 6:30 pm.  Pastor 
Richard will return to the study on First 
Corinthians, resuming with chapter seven.  Please 
come out and join in our dinner, fellowship and 
study! 
  
 
 

OPPORTUNITY TO SERVE 
 

Olive Branch Church has been leading a 
brief worship service twice monthly at Dominion 
Village assisted living center.  Four members share 
the leadership between the Sunday worship 
services to lead the residents in singing hymns, 
praying and giving a short meditation.  Several of 
those who led this ministry are no longer able to, 
so there is an opportunity for new ones to serve.  
This ministry is important, fun, rewarding and 
easy.  Call Bob Schmidt and schedule a Sunday to 
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accompany the team and see if it’s a ministry you 
should be part of. 

 
 

 
 
CHRISTIAN WOMEN’S FELLOWSHIP 
  
 A planning meeting was held in April to 
discuss and plan for upcoming events.   

Saturday, May 7th, at 2:00 pm, in the New 
Fellowship Hall, will be our annual All Daughters 
Tea. In keeping with the Royal Wedding, our 
theme this year is “A Victorian Royal Tea”.  All 
ladies are invited.  If you wish, you may choose to 
wear hats and white gloves.  It will be a fun time; 
hope you are able to come and bring your 
daughters, mothers, and friends. 

The CWF will furnish meals for Vacation 
Bible School on July 25 – 29.   

We started the remodeling of the bathrooms 
in the Old Social Hall, which escalated into work 
on the whole Hall.  We have been working about 
four weeks, with taking off two weeks for Holy 
Week, and hope to start again in a week.  We are 
well underway, but still have some work 
remaining.  If you would like to help, call Donna 
Haulsee at 566-1004.  I want to thank everyone so 
much for their support in this effort…all those 
faithful church members and our pastor and Ann.  
Also, we had some delicious lunches:  chili, home-
made soup and stew, with a little fried chicken 
thrown in, and of course, desserts.  We will be 
deciding on window dressings as soon as the 
painting is completed…if you have any 
suggestions, just let us know. 

The CWF is making use of the closet in the 
New Fellowship Hall (the one the Scouts used).  
Marney and Sheila will maintain the use of it. 

Thanks again for all your support. 
Donna Haulsee  

CWF President 
 
 
 Tuesday Morning Circle:  We met April 
12th at Interlude, with twelve women, and our four 

male guests; missed those who were unable to 
come. 
 Again we ate delicious food before Elaine 
filled our souls with her bible study on Revelation.   
This is such an interesting study; come join us.  
After our study, we had cupcakes and sang Happy 
Birthday to three of our ladies…Marney 
Brickhouse, Patty Neary and Louise Smith…who 
all celebrated April Birthdays.  As the saying 
goes…they are not getting older, just better. 
 Our May meeting will be a picnic at Little 
Creek Reservoir Park on May 9th.  If you would like 
to join us, contact Donna Haulsee for directions: 
566-1004. 
 Our June meeting will be at Kay 
Ainsworth’s home on the 6th.   

See you soon…. 
Donna Haulsee 

 

 

 
 
 To my Olive Branch friends…Many thanks 
to all for your cards, phone calls, and flowers on 
the death of my cousin, Lillian Strausbaugh.   
Lillian and I were very close as children, and 
remained so during our lifetime.   I feel very 
blessed to be part of the Olive Branch Family. 

 Blessings… 
Pat Dressler 

 
 
 
The following is an excerpt from The Salvation 
Army letter of April 18, 2011.  The original letter is 
posted on the bulletin board in the Educational 
Building: 
 
Dear Olive Branch Christian Church, 
 It is always a joy to hear from those who so 
willing and graciously give to those that are in need 
in Williamsburg.  You know that we would not be 
able to complete our mission and commitment to 
the community without your assistance. 
 Thank you once again for your support.  We 
have received with great joy the $100.00 gift you 
sent.  Thank you for helping us help others and 
make a difference in the lives of so many in this 
community. 
 Sincerely, 
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 Deborah Bowers, Captain 
Williamsburg, Virginia 

Updates from the 
Program Planning Team Advocates 

 
Richard and I would like to thank those 

who helped out with the many Easter Season 
services and events.  There were several that you 
saw and noticed… but much of the help was 
behind the scenes.  We thank you all for the team 
work, which is what makes Olive Branch such a 
success!  Thanks to the following: 
 
Vicki Anderson  Ronnie Henk 
Andy Bradshaw  Keeta Hodson 
Marney Brickhouse  Jim Hunt 
Ann Cline   Bob and Gail Key 
Tracy Creech   Norm Larkin   
Pat Dressler   Patty Neary 
David Duke   Bill Norton 
Bob Eley   Steve Perger 
Michael Garrett  Fred Rothermel 
Steve and Linda Garrett Roy and Ellen Sullivan 
Sean and Dawn Gormus Jim Thacker 
Lucy Hall   Ellen Waite 
Steve Hall   Steve White 
Clay Harrison   The Choir 
    Disciples Men 
     

   Susan Kohlman 
PPT Worship Advocate 

 
***P.S.  Please be sure to give special thanks to 
Susan Kohlman for all she does to create a sacred 
space for our worship! 

Richard 
 

“The Necessity of Evangelism” 
 

The first motive for communicating Christ 
to people is love.  Jesus said, "A new command I 
give to you: Love one another.  As I have loved 
you, so you must love one another.  By this 
everyone will know that you are my disciples, if 
you love one another" (John 13:34-35). 

The second motive in evangelism is truth.  
The best reason to believe something is because it's 
true.  Jesus said in John 14:6, "I am the truth".  Peter 
wrote, "But do this with gentleness and respect" (I 
Peter 3:15).  And Paul wrote in 2 Corinthians 
10:5, "We demolish arguments and every 
pretension that sets itself up against the knowledge 

of God, and we take captive every thought to make 
it obedient to Christ". 
The third motive to tell people about Christ is 
obedience.  Jesus said, "All authority in heaven and 
on earth has been given to me.  Therefore go and 
make disciples of all nations, baptizing them in the 
name of the Father and of the Son and of the Holy 
Spirit, and teaching them to obey everything I  
have commanded you.  And surely I am with you 
always, to the very end of the age" (Matthew 28:18-
20). 

Okay Christian Soldiers, God said, we 
believe it, let's put on the armor (Ephesians 6:10-20) 
and get marching.  

Louise Smith 
PPT Evangelism Advocate 

 
 

 
 

World Outreach 
 

Loving—Sharing—Giving—Caring! 
 

SHARING BRINGS JOY 
…to us, to others, to God… 

  
CHURCH WORLD SERVICE 

 

            Olive Branch participated in the Church 
World Service (CWS) Hygiene Kit Program, with 
91 total kits assembled, and $256.00 in cash, which 
include donations and shipping costs.   Thank you 
for your willingness once again to share your 
blessings with those less fortunate. 
          Sunday, May 8th, is Mothers’ Day.   Olive 
Branch will honor all mothers by participating in 
the CWS Blankets “+” Program, which provides 
blankets for those in need, as well as other needed 
services to assist families as they recover from 
disasters and build viable, sustainable lives and 
communities.   If you would like to participate in 
this program, a “blanket” may be purchased for 
$5.00 each.  Fill out a form (bulletin insert or in the 
church office) “in honor of” or “in memory of” a 
special  person, and put it in offering plate or 
return it to the church office no later than Monday, 
May 2nd.     YOU are the PLUS in Blankets “+” ! 

In His name, 
Sheila Yeatts 

http://www.churchart.com/search/ImageDetail.asp?image_id=93006095�
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PPT World Outreach Advocate 

 
 

ANOTHER FREE LUNCH ...  
  

Sunday, May 29th is another opportunity 
for us to eat and fellowship with one another.  
And, as usual with 5th Sunday luncheons, there is 
only one service (11:00am) and you don't have to 
do a thing except show up ... you don't have to 
cook anything, bring anything, or worry about 
anything.  What more could you ask for?  We will 
be serving sub sandwiches with the fixin's and for 
dessert ... the best  ice cream sundae bar ever 
(remember how much fun that was last year?)!!!   

Look forward to seeing all of you there! 
Judy Eley 

PPT Membership Advocate 
 
 

 
Notes from the Wild Side…. 

 
 Last month we fed over 70 families in the 
Grove area, partnering with From His Hands.  We 
had a family from Indiana, vacationing in Virginia 
Beach, who helped pass out meals.  What a 
wonderful gift they gave during their vacation. 
             We have changed the location of our 
mission trip to Raleigh County, West Virginia.  We 
are looking forward to all the fun and work we will 
be doing in Raleigh County.  
            We would like to thank everyone who came 
out and supported our youth by bringing a snack 
and attending Godspell. 
            We are continuing our efforts to reach our 
goal for new playground equipment—we’re about 
$3,000.00 short.  Keep a look-out for future fund 
raisers we’ll be having.   
             One of the fund raisers is coming up on 
Wednesday, May 18th, from 5 – 8 pm at the Chick-

Fil-A on Mooretown Road. Come on out and enjoy  
 
the delicious food. The proceeds will go toward the 
new playground equipment and our upcoming 
mission trip to West Virginia. 
            Our upcoming meetings are May 8th and 
May 22nd, after the 11 o’clock service. 
            
  Find us on Facebook at OBCC Youth Group. 
 

CHECK OUT OUR FACEBOOK SITE!! 
  

Abby Matschke and Courtney Holt 
 

“SPIRIT NIGHT” 
AT 

CHICK-FIL-A 
 

Wednesday, May 18th 
5:00 – 8:00 pm 

 
Join us at Chick-Fil-A on 

Mooretown Road and help 
fund the new playground 
equipment and the Youth 

Group mission trip to West 
Virginia. 

 
See YOU there!!! 

 
 
--------------------------------------------------------------------- 

THE FOLLOWING FINANCIAL 
INFORMATION IS PROVIDED FOR 

YOUR PERUSAL 
 
           2011 Weekly General Fund Giving Summary 
 
   Week’s         Year to Date    Year to Date       Year to Date 
Date            Giving               Giving       Giving           Over/(Under) 
4/24   $ 3,018.00      $ 66,388.04      $ 70,033.45       $ (3,645.41) 
---------------------------------------------------------------------- 

Skip Jensen 



The Olive Branch 

6 

PPT Stewardship Advocate 

 
 

SERVING  IN  MAY 
 

Elders 
 
May 1 Doug Dill, Ralph Hutton 
May 8 Bob Key, Gail Key 
May 15 Jim Thacker, Dave Wolverton 
May 22 Chuck Walker, Hunter Creech 
May 29 Andy Bradshaw, Ann Bradshaw 
 

Deacons 
 
May 1 Linda Adkins, Morgan Rowe 
 Tracie Hutton, Abby Matschke 
May 8 Lucy Hall, Dennis Williams 
 Harold McKeel, Marci Millican-Hubbard 
May 15 Tonya Meadows, Donna Haulsee 
 Roy Sullivan, Ellen Sullivan 
May 22 Maralyn Carr, Mike Ayers 
 Norman Hall, Tracy Creech 
May 29 Sheila Yeatts, Mike Garrett 
 Sean Gormus, Dawn Gormus 
 

Acolytes  
 
May 1 
8:30/11:00 Angelica Poland, Haley Creech 
 
May 8 
8:30/11:00 Zack Cooper, Kylie Rutherford 
 
May 15 
8:30/11:00 Justin Cooper, Kayla Walker 
 
May 22 
8:30/11:00 Lauren Ries, Kelsey Creech 
 
May 29 
8:30/11:00 Zack Cooper, Curtis Morse 
 

Deaconess 
 

Phyllis Taylor 

 
HOMEBOUND 

 
Tommy Hoar, Bessie Apperson, Audrey White 
 

OTHER CONCERNS 
 

Church Family:  David Waltrip, Murray and 
Paulette Moyce, Buddy “Skilly” Seal, Grace 
Hatfield, Jimmy Anderson, Vickie Anderson, Lena 
Jeffries, Jeffrey Johns, Pat Allred, Jimmy Allred, 
Jesse Hall (Michael & Soosan Hall’s 2 year old 
daughter), Lucy Hall, Tyler Watson, Janice Perkins, 
Nancy Cates, Janice Floyd, Steve Hall, Phyllis 
Gardner, and Norm Hall’s family. 
Family and Friends:  William Phares, Jr., Marilyn 
Shatswell, Betty Millican, Bill Perkins, Andrew 
Bonilla, Perkins (Billy) Gormus (Sean Gormus’ 
father), Jim Bevan, Elizabeth Vanzandt, Liam Fields 
(newborn) and his parents (Stacey & Nate Fields), 
JoAnn Koutras, Nita Jackson, Seanne Webster-
Davis, Joann Meyer (Ronnie Henk’s sister), Eric 
Sieman (Marney Brickhouse’s son), Gary Ball, Nina 
Garrett, Keri D’Amico, Lisa Boyd, Trevor Waite 
(Ellen Waite’s grandson), Mildred Temple, Chris 
Anderson, Joyce Perger (Steve’s Mother), Justin 
Monroe, Wayne Jones, Jan McGinnis, Russel Waid, 
the family of Donald Dalton, Cindy Gross, Myrtle 
Bailey (Nancy Wilder’s Mother), John Pearson (Don 
Morse’s uncle), Dolores Phillips, Cathy Kelly, Cindy 
Stout, and the men & women in our Armed Forces.  
 
 NOTE:   Please review the names listed for our ‘Prayer 
Concerns’, and contact the church office if someone’s name is able to 
be removed from the list or if you would like someone’s name added. 
 

 

 
 
PLEASE REMEMBER, all church purchases need 
to be authorized ahead of time by the appropriate 
officer or advocate, and can only be reimbursed by 
the treasurer with that signed (blue slip) 
authorization.  Please don’t order or purchase items 
for the church without first getting that approval. 
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MAY  BIRTHDAYS 

 1 Ruby Jones 
 3 Connie Cason 
 7 Ginny Hammack 
 8 Donna Haulsee 
 10 Michael Heslink 
 14  Susan Pruitt 
 16 Duie Brantley 
 17 Vicki Anderson 
 23 Katherine Jones 
 24 Elizabeth Poland 

Richard Thiel 
25 Kim Canny 
29 Randy Houchens 
30 Kim Trexler 

Meredith Trexler 
  
NOTE:  If you have not seen your birthday listed, and 
would like it included, please contact the office. 
 
 
 
 

 
 

Monday, May 30, 2011 
 

 

 
 

 May 1  AVAILABLE 
 May 8  Roy Sullivan 
 May 15  Danny & Elna Pitts 
 May 22  AVAILABLE 
 May 29  Caleb & Marney Brickhouse 
 
** Have you noticed the “AVAILABLE” 
weeks above?   Our beautiful altar looks even 
more beautiful when flowers are placed in front of 
the communion table.  Consider providing a flower 
arrangement for our worship services…maybe to 
honor someone special in your life, to remember a 
person who is no longer with you, a special 
occasion, or to the glory of God.  After the 11:00 am 
worship service, you make take the flowers with 
you to enjoy in your home, or maybe to give to a 
“shut in”.  Please remember the date you agreed to 
provide flowers. 
 
**NOTE—2011 FLOWER SCHEDULE:  When you 
sign up on the “Flower Calendar” on the bulletin 
board in the Narthex to provide flowers for the 
Sanctuary, PLEASE PRINT.   You are asked to 
bring your flowers and place them in front of the 
communion table by 8:00 a.m. on your Sunday.  
Upon completion of the 11:00 am worship, you are 
encouraged to take your flowers with you. 
 
 
 

JOY  GROUP 
  

This new group traveled to Norfolk on 
Friday, April 29th, to tour the Norfolk Botanical 
Gardens and the Norfolk Zoo 
  

If you are interested in joining future trips 
or wish further information, contact Ellen Sullivan 
(home: 757-565-1441 or cell: 757-876-23998). 
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Vacation Bible School is just a few months away! 
 

This summer we are moving from the Rainforest to a BIG JUNGLE 
ADVENTURE.   You will be going on a journey with Jesus to see mighty 
trees, sing fun songs, meet interesting animals, including Humphrey the 
Hippo, and explore a waterfall. 

 
Kids, be sure to ask your parents or grandparents to SAVE THE DATE: 

July 25th-29th, 5:30-8pm. Registration will start in late May and like last 
year, will take place online through our OBCC website (and we will have 
options to handle offline registrations, too).   And adults, Pastor Richard will 
lead a class for you, as well. 

 
Our first planning session was held on April 11th, and I wish to thank 

each of you who came out to offer input and suggestions, and most 
importantly, volunteer in all sorts of helpful ways! 

 
Our next planning session will be in early June.   We need more 

volunteers, so please prayerfully consider how you might serve our VBS 
program, our largest Christian Education event of the year. 

 
Feel free to contact Christy Jensen, VBS Coordinator, at #810-7416, 

or christyjensen10@cox.net, for more information. 
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Hey, Kids!!    This is YOUR

 

 page in “The 
Olive Branch”, and will be included in each 
newsletter. 

"Seeing Is Believing!” 
  

 

 
SCRIPTURE: Then Jesus told him 
(Thomas), "Because you have seen 
me, you have believed; blessed are 
those who have not seen and yet have 
believed.”   John 20:29 

 

Do you find it easy to believe what 
someone tells you, even if what they tell 
you seems impossible? Sometimes we 
must see something before we believe it, 
don't we? 

On the evening of the first Sunday 
after Jesus had been crucified, his disciples 
were together in a locked room.  They 
were afraid that those who had crucified 
Jesus would also want to put them to 
death.   

 
 
 
 
Suddenly, Jesus appeared there in 

the locked room with the disciples.  It was  
hard to believe, but they saw him and 
Jesus showed them his wounds in his 
hands and his side, so they knew it was 
him. 

One of the disciples, whose name 
was Thomas, was not with the others when 
Jesus came to them.  When they told 
Thomas that they had seen Jesus, he did 
not believe them.  He had seen him 
crucified and buried; how could he be 
alive?  Thomas said, "Unless I see the 
wound in his side and put my finger in the 
holes where the nails were in his hands, I 
will not believe it!" 

A week later, the disciples were in 
the locked room again and this time 
Thomas was with them . Again, Jesus 
came and stood among the disciples. 
Jesus, said to Thomas, "Put your finger 
here; see my hands.  Reach out your hand 
and put it into my side.  Stop doubting and 
believe." 

Thomas fell on his knees and 
answered Jesus, "My Lord and my God!" 
Jesus said to him, "Because you have seen 
me, you have believed; blessed are those 
who have not seen and yet have believed. 

"You and I have never seen Jesus 
with our own eyes.  The question is, will 
we be a doubter, or will we be one of those 
who Jesus said were blessed because they 
believe, even though they have not seen?  
We, like Thomas, sometimes have to see 
to believe 

 
LET’S PRAY:  Dear Father, help us to 
believe in our heart the truths we find in 
your Holy Word, even though we have not 
seen them with our eyes. Amen. 
 
Can you find this story in the Bible? 
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Luke 24:36-40 John 20:19 -29  
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