
The Olive Branch 
 

March 2011 
 

            Olive Branch Christian Church 
                                                                 (Disciples of Christ)                  
Richard Cline, minister 

Pat Dressler, secretary                                    Web Address:   www.ob-cc.org 
757-566-8077 (Office)                          Office email address:  obcc@widomaker.com 
 

 

 

 

 

A Journey Called Lent 

 
March is here and with its arrival comes a 

rather strange day in the Christian Calendar.  If you 
will be in New Orleans on March 8 you could call 
the day “Fat Tuesday,” which is the literal 
translation for the French “Mardi Gras.”  But if you 
are in Norge at Olive Branch Christian Church on 
March 8, it is called “Shrove Tuesday,” and we will 
be having a special night of pancakes, games, and 
fun.  Shrove Tuesday might not be a familiar name. 
Yet it has been a part of Christianity for over 1000 
years.  It gets its name from the ritual of shriving, 
when Christian faithful would confess their sins 
and receive forgiveness before the Lenten season 
began.  “To shrive” meant to hear confessions, and 
survives in contemporary usage in the expression 
“short shrift” or giving little attention to anyone’s 
explanations or excuses.  Shrove Tuesday marked 
the beginning of the 40-day Lenten period during 
which Christians were forbidden to consume meat, 
butter, eggs or milk.  In order to clear these items 
out of the house, they were added to flour with the 
result being one of my favorite food items: 
pancakes.  And while we in the United States prefer 
to call this day Shrove Tuesday, in the United 
Kingdom it is simply called Pancake Day. 
 Our Shrove Tuesday celebration will begin 
at 6:30 pm with pancakes and all the fixings.   Some 
of our youth will showcase their talents.   And then   

 
 
the Bingo games begin with some fantastic prizes to 
be won.   It will simply be a night of fun and 
fellowship with the reminder that the next day 
begins a spiritual journey called Lent.  Lent 
presents us with the opportunity for self-reflection, 
for spiritual renewal, for seeking greater 
understanding of our relationship with Christ and 
with our faith community.  It is a journey that will 
leave its mark upon us, as symbolized by the 
imposition of ashes during the Ash Wednesday 
Service at 7:00 pm.  
 Our journey begins on Tuesday, March 8th.   
I hope to see you there.  
 

Blessings, 
Richard 

 
 
 

 

 
 

Daylight Saving Time BEGINS 
Sunday, March 13th 

 
Set your clocks AHEAD 1 HOUR on Saturday 
evening before retiring for the night, and 
you’ll be certain to arrive at church “on time” 
Sunday morning. 

 

http://www.ob-cc.org/
mailto:obcc@widomaker.com
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From our Board Chair… 
 

I may have set a record in February.  At 
some point during the month, I disagreed with the 
pastor, the chair of the elders, the Vice chair of the 
board, many of the Board members and most of the 
members of my Sunday School class!  There may 
even have been some others I wasn’t aware of, or 
forgot.  I didn’t enjoy the disagreements, but I 
learned something important from them, 
something that Richard highlighted in his sermons 
and Family Night lessons from 1st Corinthians.  I 
learned that we still love one another, even when 
we disagree.  No one threatened to leave.  No one 
was driven out.  No one divided into factions loyal 
to Richard, Doug, Steve or Andy.  How different 
from much of the world around us. 
 Richard used a wonderful phrase in one of 
his sermons to describe what holds us together 
when we disagree, “harmony of purpose and 
desire.”  Although our diverse experiences will 
sometimes cause us to view scriptures, practices 
and policies in different ways, we have the 
common purpose and desire to know and follow 
God’s will.  Consequently, we can listen with open 
minds to those who disagree with us and trust in 
God’s love to transcend our differences. 
 The early Disciples of Christ also had a 
wonderful phrase to express this principle.  “In 
essentials, unity; in non-essentials, liberty; in all 
things, charity.”  
 Thanks for loving me, even when we 
disagree. 

Andy Bradshaw 
Board Chair 

 
 

Update from the 
Program Planning Team Advocates 

 

“The Necessity of Evangelism” 
 

From the book, Unbinding the Gospel by 
Martha Grace Reese, which we did for Family 
Night in the Fall, to a book on evangelism, Faith-
Sharing by H. Eddie Fox and George E. Morris, lent 
to me by Irma Gustafson, the message is the same.  
In order to be effective in Evangelism, we must 
grow ourselves spiritually by engaging in Bible 
Study and fervent prayer.  Once we "fill our 
cups" by a closer relationship to the Master, the  

 
overflow will pour out onto others who need to 
hear the message of God's love and saving grace 
through Jesus Christ our Lord. 
 We have two wonderful Adult Sunday 
School Classes which will help with your journey in 
God's Word.  They meet each Sunday morning at 
9:45 (one in the New Fellowship Hall, and the other 
upstairs in the Educational Building).  The daily 
devotional book, The Secret Place, can help you 
discipline yourself if you are new at this.  Our own 
Clay Harrison graces the Spring Edition with two 
of his beautiful poems.  We have a Monday 
Morning Prayer Group that meets at 10:00 a.m. each 
week.  There are other groups, if you are interested, 
call me.  
 Church Women United recently released 
information for World Day of Prayer on March 4, 
2011 to be held at Stone House Presbyterian 
Church, 9401 Fieldstone Parkway in Toano.  The 
Scriptures used will be Deut. 8:7-10, 1 Kings 17, and 
Mark 6.  Music will be provided by the 
Williamsburg Women's Chorus.  Starting time is 
10:30 a. m.  If you would like to attend, please let 
me know. 

 Louise Smith 
PPT Evangelism Advocate 

 

 

 
 

Are you interested in your prayers making 
a difference?  When Family Night resumes on  
Wednesday, March 16th, at  6:30 p.m., our study 
will be on improving our prayers.  Why do God’s 
answers sometimes seem inconsistent and 
capricious?  In a life enriching 6-session video 
exploration, Philip Yancey gives voice to the tough 
questions people are reluctant to ask about prayer.  
Join him as he shares insights on deepening your 
relationship with God, empowering your petitions 
and demystifying the intercessory process.  You 
will find the secrets to an abundantly rewarding 
prayer life. 
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 We would like to order a participant’s 
guide for each participant.  Couples can share a 
book.  The order needs to be placed by Monday, 
March 7th.  A sign-up sheet will be in the Narthex. 

Bring a covered dish to share, and invite a 
friend or neighbor to our fellowship. 
 
 

 
 

Notes from the Wild Side…. 
 

 The winners of the second annual “Chili 
Cook-Off” are as follows:  Doug Dill won for best 
beef chili, Missy Harbour won for best chicken 
chili, and Abby Matschke won for best vegetarian 
chili.  Thank you all for supporting our Youth 
Group.  To those who entered and didn’t win a 
golden ladle, I would like to thank you for 
providing a favorite to those not judging but just 
eating. 
            Please remember to bring your items to 
church for the upcoming yard sale.  It is going to 
be on March 26th.  All proceeds will help with our 
mission trip to Las Vegas in July. 
             Our upcoming meetings are 3/13 and 3/26, 
after the 11 o’clock service.  You can find us on 
facebook at obcc youth group. 
 

CHECK OUT OUR FACEBOOK SITE!! 
  

Abby Matschke and Courtney Holt 

 
“TELL IT!” 

(2011 General Assembly Theme) 
 

Pull out that dusty suitcase from the storage 
room and start getting it gussied up for a trip to 
Nashville, TN in July! 

Disciples of Christ in the US and Canada 
will again come together for General Assembly 
2011 at Nashville, on July 9-13.  This is an 
opportunity to meet other Disciples and leaders 
from all over the country, including our national 
headquarters at Indianapolis; to make new friends 

from other congregations; to share ideas and learn 
from others; to listen to outstanding speakers in 
their respective areas of expertise; to hear and 
participate in beautiful music; to be able to return 
to our home church with new ideas and knowledge 
gained in a wide variety of subjects after 
participating with a wealth of resource groups; to 
actually gain an appreciation of who we really are 
and what makes us tick as Disciples. 

Among the outstanding speakers this year 
will be our General Minister Sharon Watkins, as 
well as, Fred B. Craddock. Rev. Craddock has 
delighted and compelled Disciples for more than 
six decades with his stories shared in the context of 
sermons.  Both of these well-known individuals, 
and a host of others, will keep you enlightened and 
engaged. 

Don’t delay! Go now and access our 
Disciples of Christ website at 
http://www.disciples.org/ and click onto General 
Assembly on the left side.  Please note that a 
discount on the registration fee is offered for 
groups consisting of 11 or more people.  The group 
should be registered under one name to receive the 
discount.  Wouldn’t it be great to have 11 or more 

adults, young adults (18-30) and youth (11-17), or 
any combination, attend from Olive Branch?  

Attendance is not limited to ministers, 
elders, deacons, congregational officers, et al., but 
rather to any and all who wish to be present at a 
gathering that will make a profound impact on 
each individual present.  (Ask anyone who has 
ever attended a General Assembly!) 

July may seem long off now, but 
registration deadlines will be here before we know 
it.  Now is the time to talk about it and pray about 
it! 

   Irma Gustafson 
 

 
 
             SPRING CLEANING of the Old 
Fellowship Hall is scheduled for Saturday, March 

19th, beginning about 9:00 am.   This will be a 
“cleaning and painting” party!  Bring your paint 
brushes and rollers, pans, old rags, etc.; cleaning 
equipment; and don’t forget to bring your “brown 
bag” lunch with you.   Drinks will be provided. 

http://www.disciples.org/
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Christian Women’s Fellowship 
 

We have been planning for many events for 
the whole year of 2011, starting with our March 
meeting, which is a covered dish dinner on 
Monday, March 7th, at 6:30 pm in the New 
Fellowship Hall.  Our guest speaker is Sharon Sun 
Eagle from the Mattaponi Tribe.  Everyone is 
invited to attend. 

Don’t forget the painting and cleaning of 
the Old Social Hall on Saturday, March 19th, time to 
be announced later.  Bring a “brown bag lunch” 
with you, and help us “spruce up” the hall. 

Donna Haulsee 
CWF President 

 
 

Tuesday Morning Circle:  The Tuesday Circle met 
on February 8th at Interlude, with seventeen in 
attendance, including three gentlemen.  We were 
pleased to have Jeanie Anderson, invited by Elaine 
and Ronnie Henk, and hope she will come back 
again.  Elaine continued her study on Revelation, 
with group participation.  Thanks, Elaine, for all 
your time in bringing us such an interesting study. 

We’re glad to have Kay Ainsworth back 
with us after her surgery.  Hope to see Carole, Gail 
and Lena back with us soon; we miss seeing you. 

 We had a short business meeting on 
upcoming events.  Our March meeting will be a 
covered dish dinner on Monday, the 7th at 6:30 pm, 
with Sharon Sun Eagle from the Mattaponi Tribe as 
our speaker for the evening; it should be very 
interesting.  Hope to see you there, and husbands 
and friends are welcome. 

Donna Haulsee 
 

 

 
 

             The Revised Common Lectionary suggests 
the following scriptures for March. 
 
      March 6:    Exodus 24:12-18; 2 Peter 1:16-21; 

                           Matthew 17:1-9 
       March 13:   Genesis 2:15-17, 3:1-7; Romans 5:12-19; 
                           Matthew 4:1-11 
       March 20:   Genesis 12:1-4a; Romans 4:1-5; John 3:1-7 
       March 27:  Exodus 17:1-7; Romans 5:1-11; John 4:5-42 
 
 
 

 

 
 End of Year Annual Giving 
Statements are available in the Narthex. 
 If you prefer to have your statement 
mailed, please call the church office (566-
8077). 
 
 

 
 

Classes for Youth and Adults 
  

Part of the Easter Sunday tradition of the 
church is the baptism of new believers into the 
Body of Christ and the community of faith. 
Beginning in March the Pastor will offer 
confirmation classes to any young person or adult 
who would like to explore what it means to make 
the good confession and be baptized in the name of 
Jesus Christ. If you are interested, please let 
Richard know by contacting the church office. 
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SERVING  IN  MARCH 

 
Elders 

 
March 6 Andy Bradshaw, Ann Bradshaw 
March 13 Bob Eley, Bob Schmidt 
March 20 Doug Dill, Ralph Hutton 
March 27 Bob Key, Gail Key 

 
Deacons 

 
March 6 Dawn Gormus, Sean Gormus 
 Mike Garrett, Sheila Yeatts 
March 13 Tracie Heslink, Judy Eley 
 Michael Heslink, Barbara Schmidt 
March 20 Abby Matschke, Tracie Hutton 
 Linda Adkins, Morgan Rowe 
March 27 Harold McKeel, Dennis Williams 

Marci Millican-Hubbard, Debbie 
Johns 

 
Acolytes  

 
March 6 
8:30/11:00 Zach Cooper, Kayla Walker 

 
March 13 
8:30/11:00 Angelica Poland, Kelsey Creech 

 
March 20 
8:30/11:00 Justin Cooper, Lauren Morse 

 
March 27 
8:30/11:00 Lauren Ries, Maggie Sheppard 

 
Deaconess 

 
Phyllis Gardner 

 
 

 
 

HOMEBOUND 
 

Tommy Hoar, Bessie Apperson, Audrey White 
 

OTHER CONCERNS 
 

Church Family:  David Waltrip, Murray and 
Paulette Moyce, Buddy “Skilly” Seal, Grace 
Hatfield, Jimmy Anderson, Vickie Anderson, Lena 
Jeffries,   Jeffrey Johns, Jimmy Allred and family 
(Pat, Becky, Kim, Sarah & Alex), Jesse Hall 
(Michael & Susan Hall’s 2 year old daughter), John 
Savage, Kay Ainsworth, Janice Floyd, Lucy Hall, 
and Sheila Yeatts. 
Family and Friends:  William Phares, Jr., Marilyn 
Shatswell, Betty Millican, Bill Perkins, Andrew 
Bonilla, Perkins (Billy) Gormus (Sean Gormus’ 
father), Jim Bevan, Elizabeth Vanzandt, Liam 
Fields (newborn) and his parents (Stacey & Nate 
Fields), JoAnn Koutras, Nita Jackson, Seanne 
Webster-Davis, Joanne Meyer, David Kidd, Eric 
Sieman (Marney Brickhouse’s son), Gary Ball, John 
Criswell, Nina Garrett, Naomi Marrow, Keri 
D’Amico, Lisa Boyd, Trevor Waite (Ellen Waite’s 
grandson), Mildred Temple, Chris Anderson, Joyce 
Perger (Steve Perger’s Mother), Justin Monroe,  
Brenda Anderson, Wayne Jones, Jan McGinnis, and 
the men & women in our Armed Forces.  
 

 NOTE:   Please review the names listed for our ‘Prayer 
Concerns’, and contact the church office if someone’s name is able to 
be removed from the list or if you would like someone’s name added. 
 
 

 
 

 
 

Check with Pat in the Church Office if you 
have lost or misplaced something.  We have 
several items, such as eye/reading glasses, bibles, 
umbrellas, etc. 
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MARCH  BIRTHDAYS 

 
 4 Tony Griffin 
 8 Ronnie Henk 
10 Linda Garrett 
12 Marlies Brantley 
16 Carol Pitts 
22 Emily Dill 

Tammy Rutherford 
25 Greg Hammack 
27 Lewis Williams 

             31         Richard Griffin 
 

NOTE:  If you have not seen your birthday 
listed, and would like it included, please 
contact the office. 
 
 

   

 
 
 

To my OBCC Family, 
 Wow!  What a wonderful family you are!  
The calls and cards, the food and flowers, the visits 
and good wishes all helped get me through the 
weeks after my surgery.  The peace and comfort I 
felt were because of your thoughts and prayers and 
God’s Grace.  Thanks to every one of you. 

God Bless you all, 
Kay Ainsworth 

 
 

 

 
 

 March 6 Barbara Nicholson 
 March 13 AVAILABLE 

March 20 AVAILABLE 
March 27 AVAILABLE  

 

** Have you noticed all the “AVAILABLE” 
weeks above?   Our beautiful altar looks even 
more beautiful when flowers are placed in front of 
the communion table.  Consider providing a flower 
arrangement for our worship services…maybe to 
honor someone special in your life, to remember a 
person who is no longer with you, a special 
occasion, or to the glory of God.  After the 11:00 am 
worship service, you make take the flowers with 
you to enjoy in your home, or maybe to give to a 
“shut in”.  Please remember the date you agreed to 
provide flowers. 
 
**NOTE—2011 FLOWER SCHEDULE:  If you 
would like to sign up to provide flowers for the 
Sanctuary one or more Sundays in 2011, sign up 
(PLEASE PRINT!) on the “Flower Calendar” on 
the bulletin board in the Narthex.  You are asked to 
bring your flowers and place them in front of the 
communion table by 8:00 a.m. on your Sunday. 
 
 

 
 
YOUTH YARD SALE:  The Youth are sponsoring 
a Yard Sale on Saturday, March 26th, beginning at 

8:00 am.  Donations are now being accepted.  Clean 
out your attics, basements and closets, and bring in 
all those items you no longer need or want.  Place 
your items in the New Fellowship Hall near the 
storage closet to the right of the stage.  
Please…only items that are in “decent” condition.  
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Hey, Kids!!    This is YOUR page in “The 

Olive Branch”, and will be included in each 

newsletter. 
 

Thanks Living  
 

 
  

  

  
  

  
  

SCRIPTURE:  “The King will reply, „I tell 

you the truth, whatever you did for one 

of the least of these brothers of mine, 

you did for me.‟”   Matthew 25:40 (NIV) 

 

 

When someone does something nice for 

you, what do you do? You say, "Thank 

you," don't you? Sometimes that just 

doesn't seem to be enough. Has 

someone ever done something for you 

that was so nice that you wanted to do 

more than just say, "Thank You."  

 

When that happens, sometimes we send 

them a "Thank You" card. Everyone 

enjoys receiving a "Thank You" card. 

 

Another way you can show your thanks 

when someone does something really 

nice for you is by doing something nice 

for them in return.  

 

 

 

  

 

For example, if someone invites you to 

spend the night and you have a really 

good time, you should return their 

kindness, maybe by inviting them to 

come and spend the night with you.  It 

is always important to show our 

appreciation when someone does 

something for us. 

 

God does more for us than anyone.   

God provides food when we are hungry 

and water when we are thirsty. He heals 

us when we are sick and he comforts us 

when we are sad. The Bible tells us that 

he is an ever-present helper in times of 

trouble. 

 

Because of all God has done for us, we 

say, "Thank you." But somehow that 

doesn't seem to be enough. Why don't 

we do something nice for him in return? 

But how? 

 

Jesus told us how to do it. Jesus, said, 

"Whatever you do for one of the least of 

these brothers of mine, you do it for 

me." That means when we feed 

someone who is hungry, it is the same 

as doing it for Jesus. When we visit 

someone who is sick, it is the same as 

doing it for Jesus. When we give clothes 

to those who are in need, it is the same 

as doing it for Jesus. 

 

Here is a very special name for this way 

of saying, "Thank you." We can call it 

"thanks living." "Thanks living" is when 

we show our thanks by the way we live. 

"Thanks living" is when we look at the 

many ways God has blessed us, and we 

thank him by being a blessing to others. 

 

Let's pray and ask God to help us to 

offer our thanksgiving by "thanks 

living."  

 

Our Father, we come to you with 

thanksgiving. Help us to turn our 

thanksgiving into "thanks living." 

Amen. 
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Matthew 25:35-40 (NIV) 

 

 

 

 

I can be a friend to 
someone who needs a 

friend.  

 

   

 

Bible Memory Verse  

"Whatever you did for the least of these 
_________ of mine, you did it for me."  

Matthew 25:40 (NIV) 
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I would like to remind all of you of the CWF 
covered dish dinner and meeting on Monday, 

March 7, at 6:30 pm in the New Fellowship Hall. 
Our guest speaker will be Sharon Sun Eagle.  Please 
mark your calendars and plan to attend. All the 
men are cordially invited as well.  Let's have a good 
turnout for this lady who does such remarkable 
work.   
 
Spirit Rising:   Sharon and Sun Eagle 
 

TRIBUTE TO A PEACEFUL WARRIOR 
 
SUN EAGLE’S PASSING 
NOVEMBER 6, 2003 
 
 FROM GREAT SUFFERING 
 COMES GREAT INSIGHT 
 FROM GREAT INSIGHT 
 COMES GREAT COMPASSION 
 FROM GREAT COMPASSION 
 COMES A PEACEFUL HEART 

Unknown Author..... 
 

 AND A PEACEFUL WARRIOR 
 THE PEACEFUL WARRIOR HAS MUCH 
 PAIN TO BEAR FOR HIS PEOPLE. 
 HE IS HONORED IN THE LODGES OF 
  OUR ANCESTORS, 
 FOR WITHOUT PEACE LOVE CAN NOT 

EXIST. 
 WITHOUT LOVE WE NO LONGER EXIST. 
 

Sharon “Gentle Wind” Sun Eagle  
 

 
What is Spirit Rising? 

Spirit Rising is a non-profit organization 
that sponsors Native American children, elders, 
and families suffering from the grip of dire poverty. 
We advocate for our Native People on and off the 
reservations in Virginia and at Pine Ridge Indian 
Reservation located in South Dakota. My late 
husband and co-founder, Sun Eagle, once said the 
gift back to Spirit Rising is to hear a child's laughter 
without the worry of food and clothing - just letting 
the children be children without the burden of 
living in a world surrounded by alcohol and drug 
abuse. 

There are two ways to become involved in 
our organization. The first way is through our 
sponsorship program. As a sponsor to one of our 
Native American children, or perhaps an elder, you 
would provide direct assistance at least 5 times a 
year. 

We also advocate for our Native People 
with fuel assistance, donated cars, home repairs, 
food, food bank, donated trailers when available, 
legal aid and sending our children to camp through 
support.  The other way to become involved would 
be through donations, either monetary or by items 
of need. 

The needs are many and a sponsor can give 
a positive assistance for a Native Child or Elder for 
their immediate/future needs. This can only 
happen with your support through donations and 
sponsorships.  

Thank  you for any help you can give us for 
our cause. 

Sharon Sun Eagle 
 

"The Grandmothers saying their Prayers for 
Our Native People on the Mattaponi River" by 
Sharon "Gentle Wind" Sun Eagle.  Welcome to 
Spirit Rising's new web site.   One of our focus is 
about the Grandmothers and their stories of how 
hard it is to try to give our Native grandchildren 
the necessities of life.  Trying to keep our children 
away from the ravages of alcohol and drugs, that 
have destroyed so many bright and talented 
futures, is of utmost concern to our Elders. Since 
my husband's passing I have gone on with the 
work, for it is a beautiful vision that happened so 
many years ago.  There are so many to thank for 
helping this vision go on…Kenah (thank you in 
Mattaponi).   The Grandmother's prayers are being 
heard. 
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Macy plants one on Daddy 
Valentine! 

 

 
 

Our Disciples Men at Olive 
Branch celebrated their annual 
Valentine’s Day party with gusto 
at Wasabi Oriental Buffet on 
February 14. 
 

Featured attractions included 
original poetry readings by Clay 
Harrison, a first-person 
commentary by St. Valentine 
(Richard Cline), and group 
singing of sentimental songs led 
by Irma Gustafson accompanied 
by spontaneous participation of 
other patrons nearby.   Each lady 
was presented with a red rose or 
red carnation and a copy of Clay 
Harrison’s new poem, “Love Is 
Always In Season.”  The most 
senior Valentine present was Bill 
Howard and the youngest was 
little Macy Morse, daughter of 
Don and Jessica Morse [see photo 
above]. 
 
 

     A few other Valentines 

 

 
 

 

          Vicki and Jimmy Anderson 
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