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“We Are The Church Together” 
 

Many years ago I learned a song that goes 
something like this: ―I am the church, you are the 
church, we are the church together. All across the 
nation, all around the world, yes, we‘re the church 
together.‖ Through its words this song expresses 
the New Testament understanding of the word 
‗church‘ as being an assembly or gathering of 
believers in Christ.  I like that concept.  Too often 
we confuse building and grounds, funds and 
endowments, as being the church – when really the 
church is its people.  On Laity Sunday we received 
a powerful reminder of the importance of Olive 
Branch Christian Church people, and of how 
blessed we are with our talents and gifts.  I want to 
thank all those who volunteered to participate in 
our worship service. Your words and 
demonstrations of faith were a testimony to the 
spiritual gifts you have been given.  A special word 
of thanks goes to Ralph Hutton who proclaimed 
God‘s word to us by sharing some of the lessons he 
had learned first as a child and then as an adult 
from people of faith in his life.  Yes, Laity Sunday 
was an incredible day! 
  I hope that Laity Sunday will also serve to 
remind us that we all have been given gifts from 
God. The Holy Spirit is at work in our lives, 
empowering us to say and do things that will bring 
glory to God. Our task is not to quench the spirit, 
but to open up and be used.   God has a purpose for  
 

 
us, and a task to accomplish. As we start this New 
Year together, ask the Lord to use you.  It might be 
in areas of outreach and mission, it might be with 
our youth and education programs, it might be 
with the choir, it might be with the prayer group, it 
might be with bells and chimes, it might be with 
planning new programs. But you are needed; for it 
is only by walking and working together that we 
can be Christ‘s church.  
 What gifts will you use to praise God in 
2011?  

Blessings, 
Richard 

 
 

 
 

Presidents’ Day 
Monday, February 21st  

 
 

Of all the Disciple traditions, one of my 
favorites is the roll of the laity in the church.  We 
summarize it in the phrase, ―the priesthood of all 
believers‖.  That phrase implies both the privilege 
we have and the responsibility we have as 
believers.  No one stands between us and the risen 
Lord.  No one else can fully minister to the needs of 
the congregation and community. 
 This last month has been a good reminder of 
how that tradition plays out at Olive Branch. On 
the last Sunday of January members of the 
congregation participated in the service even 

http://www.ob-cc.org/
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beyond our customary roll. Laity led the  
congregation in prayer, scripture reading and the 
sermon.  What a blessing that was to us all. 

Earlier in the month, Olive Branch hosted a 
workshop for Elders from throughout District 8 and 
9, where we were reminded of the historical roll of 
elders as spiritual leaders of the church, serving in 
partnership with the ordained minister.  
 How blessed we are that Richard 
encourages and guides us, as lay ministers, to share 
the blessings and the duties of being Christ‘s 
servants. 

Andy Bradshaw 
Board Chair 

 

Update from the 
Program Planning Team Advocates 

 
Program Planning Team (PPT) 

January at Olive Branch Christian Church 
was one busy month.   The January events 
included bible studies, prayer groups, men‘s and 
women‘s group meetings, youth group activities, 
Family Night Studies, church dinners, mission and 
outreach projects, an Elder‘s workshop for Elders 
in District VIII and IX, Deacon‘s organization 
meeting, hosting the District VIII Men‘s meeting, 
Laity Sunday, and the Installation of Officers. Each 
of these activities was led by committed and 
dedicated individuals.  Our church is blessed with 
an abundance of outstanding, gifted leaders.  
Thanks be to God for each of you who lead the 
programs and activities at Olive Branch!   

Prayer Group: Louise Smith and Bill 
Howard are leading a new prayer group which is 
meeting at 10:00 am in the Education Building each 
Monday morning.  All are welcome to come and be  
a part of the group.  You will be blessed.  Our  
thanks to Louise and Pastor Bill for their 
leadership.   

Family Night: On January 19th we held our 
first Family Night of the New Year and began a six 
week study of I Corinthians led by Richard.  The 
dinner begins at 6:30 and we conclude the evening 
at 8:00.  The food, the fellowship and the 
opportunity to learn more of God‘s Word make for 
a wonderful evening.  The study will end on 
February 23rd.  Beginning March 16th we will begin 
our second session of Family Nights with a study 
on Prayer. 

Jim Hunt 
PPT Chair 

 
“The Necessity of Evangelism” 

 

We serve an awesome God.  In two short 
weeks (that would be three Mondays) our "Praying 
Group" went from 3, to 6, to 9 warriors with 5 or 
6 more shut-ins praying with us from their homes.  
This past Monday we had "Praise for answered 
prayer" from our list the week before.  Pastor Bill 
informed me that we have a Tuesday Night Prayer 
Group that was started years ago and continues to 
meet in his home.  Jim Thacker has been talking to 
some folks and they would like to form another 
night time group.  I truly "feel" the Holy Spirit 
moving within our midst and I am excited to see 
what He has in store for us. 
  We are praying for the leaders and 
programs within our church, as well as for the 
unsaved and unchurched in our community.  We 
use the "Prayer List" in the bulletin as well as other 
names we are given to pray for: the sick, grieving, 
families, births, etc.  Please join with us at home 
whenever you have your time of daily devotion. If 
you don't already do that, a good tool to help you 
in your journey would be a copy of The Secret 
Place, which you can find in the Narthex or the 
hallway in the New Fellowship Hall. 
  We have had many people visiting with us 
and we need to make sure that they all feel 
welcome.  If you get some information from a 
visitor that you feel might help me in my contact 
with them, please pass it along to me.  If you 
would like to visit with newcomers, please let me 
know that as well.  It is a ministry of our church 
and if you know that to be your "gift", God wants 
you to utilize it for His Glory. 

Louise Smith 
PPT Evangelism Advocate 
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World Outreach 
 

Loving—Sharing—Giving—Caring! 
 

 

WEEK OF COMPASSION 

SHARING BRINGS JOY 
…to us, to others, to God… 

 
Dear Church Friends, 
 The Week of Compassion Luncheon will be 
on Sunday, February 27th, immediately after the 
11:00 am worship service, in the New Fellowship 
Hall.  The complete meal will be provided.  Make 
plans now for you and your family to attend; come 
fellowship with your Olive Branch Family. 
 The Week of Compassion is a special 
outreach offering period for the Disciples‘ world 
relief, rehabilitation, and development ministries. 
           Joy motivates us to share our resources with 
a hurting world through Week of Compassion.  
Where does this joy come from?  From God!   
Sharing invites God more fully into our lives:  As 
we reach out in love, we open the way for God to 
reach more deeply into us.  As one contributor 
said, ―Giving just feeds my soul!  This is what life 
is about—not collecting things, but helping 
people.‖ 
           Giving from our abundance helps build 
clean water and sewage facilities in villages 
devastated by poverty; nurtures self sufficiency 
through health care, education, and job training; 
and brings safety, shelter and food after natural 
disaster or violent circumstances have made towns 
uninhabitable. 
           Sharing brings joy to us, to others, to God.  
Let sharing transform you as you help transform 
the world through Week of Compassion.  Any 
contribution you could make will make a 
difference.   
                      ―God is able to provide you with every  

 
blessing in abundance, so that by always having 
enough of everything, you may share abundantly 
in every good work.‖  (2 Corinthians 9:8). 
              Come on Sunday, February 27th, and let‘s 
―share our resources‖. 

In his name, 
Sheila Yeatts 

PPT World Outreach Advocate 

 
 

Christian Education 
 
 
 

 

Notes from the 

Wild Side…. 
 

 Well, it‘s time again to sponsor the Second 

Annual Chili Cook Off.  We will be hosting the 
event on Sunday, February 13th, after the 11 o‘clock 
service.  So…if you think your chili can win, please 
sign up in the Educational Building before Sunday 
School.   The cost is $10.00 per entry and $5.00 to 
attend.  (For anyone who is entering the contest, 
the entry fee is included in that price.)  Last year 
we had a lot of fun…eating and deciding which 
one would win. 
 We are taking now donations for the yard 
sale being held on Saturday, March 26, 2011.  
Please drop off your items downstairs in the far 
corner of the Educational Building.  The Youth 
Group will be pricing as we get the items. 
 
 

CHECK OUT OUR FACEBOOK SITE!! 
  
 

Abby Matschke and Courtney Holt 
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Christian Women’s Fellowship 
 

 The CWF Executive Board met for a brief 
planning meeting on January 17th.  We marked our 
calendars for the many upcoming events 
throughout this year. 
 Our March meeting will be a covered dish 
dinner on March 7th, at 6:30 pm; all Olive Branch 
ladies and men are invited.  We are having a 
speaker, Sharon Sun Eagle, from the Mattaponi 
Tribe, to speak to us about her project in helping 
the people in the Tribe, it will be very interesting. 
 Also in March we will be cleaning and 
painting the Old Social Hall; mark your calendars 
for Saturday, March 19th.  We‘ll need our men, and 
anyone who want to help, to spruce up the ―hall‖.  
More information to be coming later. 
 These are just two events which we are 
asking the congregation‘s support. 
 The All Daughters Tea is scheduled for 
Saturday, May 8th. 

 Donna Haulsee 
CWF President 

 
The Tuesday Morning Circle met at 

Interlude on January 17th, with eight ladies and two 
gentlemen attending...glad to have you guys with 
us.  We missed ―the regulars‖ who were absent for 
different reasons.  

After enjoying the good food (had enough 
to feed an army), we had a short business meeting 
to discuss the many events we have coming up…to 
be announced later. 

Elaine Henk continued our study on 
Revelation; it is an interesting study.  All Olive 
Branch ladies are invited to join us…and 
gentlemen, too. 

Our next meeting will be February 8th at 
Interlude.  Come join us. 

Donna Haulsee 
 
 
 

 

The CWF will be having a covered dish dinner 

on Monday, March 7th, 6:30 pm.  Sharon Sun 

Eagle, from the Mattaponi Tribe is our guest 

speaker and will talk about the Tribe and their 

needs and her support for these people.  Hope to 

see many attend; this will be an interesting 

message. 

 

 
 

The Disciples Men are sponsoring a 
Valentine Dinner on Monday, February 14th, at 
6:30 p.m. at WASABI Oriental Buffet, located at 
1203 Richmond Road (just across from the 
Williamsburg Shopping Center).  The price for the 
dinner is $10.99.  Each man can purchase a rose for 
his sweetheart for $3.00; the Disciples Men will 
furnish single ladies with a rose.  Ladies are not 

only invited, but encouraged to attend.  You may 
make a reservation by contacting Jim Anderson 
(566-1804) or by signing up on a sheet in the 
narthex by noon on Friday, February 11th.   
 The food is really good, with lots of variety.  
You may order from the menu (see brochure on 
bulletin board in the narthex).  It will be an 
entertaining evening. 

Bill Howard 
 
 

 
 

According to the Lectionary, the following 
scriptures are suggested reading for February. 
    February 6:    Isaiah 58:1-9; 1 Corinthians 2:1-12; 
                             Matthew 5:13-20 
    February 13: Deuteronomy 30:15-20; 

                  1 Corinthians 3:1-9; Matthew 5:21-37 
    February 20:  Leviticus 19:1-2, 9-18;  
                             1 Corinthians 3:10-11, 16-23;  
                             Matthew 5:38-48 
     February 27:  Isaiah 49:8-16; 1 Corinthians 4:1-5; 
                              Matthew 6:34-24 
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Food Sharing Program  
 

The need is great but we are off to a great 
start!  Two more of our Sunday school classes have 
really picked up the challenge and are contributing 
in a very meaningful manner. 

Family night on Wednesday provides 
another opportunity to participate as well as to live 
our motto "When we gather to share food, let us 
bring food to share." 

Finally, I again encourage each of you to 
have a monthly contribution goal.  It is a strategy 
that works for many of us. 

On behalf of those receiving the food that 
you donate, Thank you. 

On the team, 
Steve Perger 

 
 
 
 

 
 

  
The Wednesday Evening Family Night 

continues each week through February 23rd, at 6:30 pm.  

The focus of this six week period will be a look at the 

teachings of the Apostle Paul as seen in his first letter to 

the church at Corinth.  You can prepare by reading the 

first 6 chapters of I Corinthians.  Pastor Richard is our 

teacher for this period -- please come prepared to 

discuss! Bring a covered dish to share, and invite a 
friend or neighbor to our fellowship. 
 
.   
 

“TELL IT!” 
 

(2011 General Assembly Theme) 
 

Pull out that dusty suitcase from the storage 
room and start getting it gussied up for a trip to 
Nashville, TN in July! 

Disciples of Christ in the US and Canada 
will again come together for General Assembly 
2011 at Nashville, on July 9-13.  This is an 
opportunity to meet other Disciples and leaders 
from all over the country, including our national 
headquarters at Indianapolis; to make new friends 
from other congregations; to share ideas and learn 
from others; to listen to outstanding speakers in 
their respective areas of expertise; to hear and 
participate in beautiful music; to be able to return 
to our home church with new ideas and knowledge 
gained in a wide variety of subjects after 
participating with a wealth of resource groups; to 
actually gain an appreciation of who we really are 
and what makes us tick as Disciples. 

Among the outstanding speakers this year 
will be our General Minister Sharon Watkins, as 
well as, Fred B. Craddock. Rev. Craddock has 
delighted and compelled Disciples for more than 
six decades with his stories shared in the context of 
sermons.  Both of these well-known individuals, 
and a host of others, will keep you enlightened and 
engaged. 

Don‘t delay! Go now and access our 
Disciples of Christ website at 
http://www.disciples.org/ and click onto General 
Assembly on the left side.  Please note that a 
discount on the registration fee is offered for 
groups consisting of 11 or more people.  The group 
should be registered under one name to receive the 
discount.  Wouldn’t it be great to have 11 or more 

adults, young adults (18-30) and youth (11-17), or 
any combination, attend from Olive Branch?  

Attendance is not limited to ministers, 
elders, deacons, congregational officers, et al., but 
rather to any and all who wish to be present at a 
gathering that will make a profound impact on 
each individual present.  (Ask anyone who has 
ever attended a General Assembly!) 

July may seem long off now, but 
registration deadlines will be here before we know 
it.  Now is the time to talk about it and pray about 
it! 

   Irma Gustafson 
 

http://www.disciples.org/
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SERVING  IN  FEBRUARY 

 
Elders 

 
February 6 Doug Dill, Ralph Hutton  
February 13 Bob Key, Gail Key 
February 20 Jim Thacker, Dave Wolverton 
February 27 Chuck Walker, Hunter Creech

  
Deacons 

 
February 6 Tracie Hutton, Abby Matschke 
 Linda Adkins, Morgan Rowe  
February 13 Dennis Williams, Harold McKeel 
 Debbie Johns, Marci Millican-Hubbard 
February 20 Roy Sullivan, Ellen Sullivan 
 Tonya Meadows, Donna Haulsee 
February 27 Norman Hall, Mike Ayers 
 Maralyn Carr, Tracy Creech 

  
Acolytes  

 
February 6 
8:30/11:00 Zach Cooper, Bryant Walker 

 
February 13 
8:30/11:00 Angelica Poland, Haley Creech 

 
February 20 
8:30/11:00 Justin Cooper, Curtis Morse 

 
February 27 
8:30/11:00 Lauren Ries, Kylie Rutherford 

 
Deaconess 

 
Marlies Brantley 

 
 
 

 
 

HOMEBOUND 
 

Tommy Hoar, Bessie Apperson, Audrey White 
 

OTHER CONCERNS 
 

Church Family:  David Waltrip, Murray and 
Paulette Moyce, Buddy ―Skilly‖ Seal, Grace 
Hatfield, Jimmy Anderson, Vickie Anderson, Lena 
Jeffries,  Kim Trexler, Derrick Trexler, Paula 
Thacker, Jeffrey Johns, Jimmy Allred and family 
(Pat, Becky, Kim, Sarah & Alex), Dave Willard, 
Jesse Hall (Michael & Susan Hall‘s 2 year old 
daughter), John Savage, and Kay Ainsworth. 
 
Family and Friends:  William Phares, Jr., Marilyn 
Shatswell, Betty Millican, Bill Perkins, Andrew 
Bonilla, Perkins (Billy) Gormus (Sean Gormus‘ 
father), Jim Bevan, Elizabeth Vanzandt, Liam 
Fields (newborn) and his parents (Stacey & Nate 
Fields), JoAnn Koutras, Nita Jackson, Seanne 
Webster-Davis, Joanne Meyer, David Kidd, Eric 
Sieman, Gary Ball, Jack Holden, John Criswell, 
Nina Garrett, Naomi Marrow, Keri D‘Amico, Lisa 
Boyd, and the men & women in our Armed Forces. 
 

 NOTE:   Please review the names listed for our ‘Prayer 
Concerns’, and contact the church office if someone’s name is able to 
be removed from the list or if you would like someone’s name added. 
 

 

 
 
Check with Pat in the Church Office if you have 
lost or misplaced something.  We have several 
items, such as eye/reading glasses, eye glasses, 
bibles, umbrellas, etc. 
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FEBRUARY  BIRTHDAYS 
 

02 James Anderson 
08 Charles Pruitt 

Barbara Thiel 
09 Andy Bell 
11 Madison Elam 
13 Kelsey Creech 
16 Bob Schmidt 
17 Barbara Nicholson 
21 Pat Bullock 

David Waltrip, Sr. 
22 Emma Cox 

Doug Haulsee 
 23 Barbara Schmidt 

24 Janice Perkins 
25 Virginia Dare Waltrip 
26 Rosa Griffin 
27 W. Steve Garrett 
28 Tracey Hutton 
 David Waltrip, Jr. 
29 Dick Ivy 

 

NOTE:  If you have not seen your 
birthday listed, and would like it 
included, please contact the office. 
 

 

PLEASE NOTE:  The church office will 
be closed, Monday, February 21st, in 
celebration of President’s Day. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

   

 
 

 February 6 AVAILABLE  
February 13 AVAILABLE 
February 20 Hodson 

February 27 AVAILABLE 

 

** Have you noticed all the “AVAILABLE” 
weeks above?   Our beautiful altar looks even 
more beautiful when flowers are placed in front of 
the communion table.  Consider providing a flower 
arrangement for our worship services…maybe to 
honor someone special in your life, to remember a 
person who is no longer with you, a special 
occasion, or to the glory of God.  After the 11:00 am 
worship service, you make take the flowers with 
you to enjoy in your home, or maybe to give to a 
―shut in‖.  Please remember the date you agreed to 
provide flowers. 
 
**NOTE—2010 FLOWER SCHEDULE:  If you 
would like to sign up to provide flowers for the 
Sanctuary one or more Sundays in 2010, sign up 
(PLEASE PRINT!) on the ―Flower Calendar‖ on 
the bulletin board in the Narthex.  You are asked to 
bring your flowers and place them in front of the 
communion table by 8:00 a.m. on your Sunday. 
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The following letters are posted on the 

bulletin board in the Educational Building. 
 
December 21, 2010 
 
Dear Olive Branch Christian Church: 

On behalf of Housing Partnerships, Inc., I 
would like to thank you and your church for the 
donation in the amount of $200.00. 
 Housing Partnerships works to improve 
substandard housing conditions for local elderly, 
disabled and low-income families by making 
essential repairs to their homes.  Typical projects 
include repairing unsafe porches and steps, 
repairing leaking roofs, repairing water damaged 
ceilings and floors, painting, plumbing and 
building ramps. 
 We appreciate your support in helping 
HPI continue to help our neighbors in need.  
Without the support of the community with 
donations and volunteers this could not be 
accomplished. 
 Again, thank you for your support in this 
special way. 
            Sincerely, 
            John T. P. Horne 
           Board Chairman 
 
 
January 10, 2011 
 
Dear Members of Olive Branch Christian Church: 
 The Board of Directors and all the 
Volunteers, as well as the thousands of clients 
referred to FISH for service, join me in writing this 
annual THANK YOU letter for your continued 
support of FISH, Inc.  The need for our sharing 
with those less fortunate continues.  Although 
economic conditions in 2010 improved somewhat 
over 2009, the need is still there, as illustrated in 
the following figures for 2010: 
  Food and personal hygiene items 
provided to 7, 313 people. 
  Clothing provided to 2,766 people, 
1640 adults and 1,121 children. 
 
  Small house-wares (bedding, 
dishes, pots and pans, etc.) provided to 320 
households. 

  The number of new households 
(individuals or families) referred to FISH, Inc. for 
the first time numbered 525. 
 All of us at FISH join in this message of 
Thanks to all the members of your church who so 
willingly continue to share their blessings with 
others in need. 
         Sincerely, 

 Albert A. (Bud) Voorhess 
         President 
     

 

History of Valentine’s Day Cards 
 
Valentine‘s Day greetings became popular 

in the middle ages, near the end of the 15th century.  
In early years Valentine cards were handmade. 
Rebus Valentines had verses in which tiny pictures 
took the place of some of the words. Fraktur 
Valentines had ornamental lettering in the style of 
illuminated manuscripts of the Middle Ages. 
Cutout Valentines were made by folding a piece of 
paper several times and cutting out a lacey pattern 
with small, pointed scissors. A Puzzle Purse 
Valentine was a folded puzzle, which was read and 
refolded. Among the numerous folds were written 
lines and verses that had to be read in a certain 
order to be understood. Using a stencil cut from 
oilpaper and painting through the stencil made 
Theoren Valentines. These Valentines originated in 
the Orient. Pinprick Valentines were made to look 
like lace by pricking tiny holes in paper with a 
needle or pin.  

During the 1800‘s Valentines began to be 
manufactured in factories. In the beginning they 
were hand-painted by the workers and came only 
in black and white similar to silhouettes. Fancy 
Valentines of the day were made of ribbon and 
lace. Paper lace was not introduced until the mid 
1800‘s. 
 By the end of the 19th Century, Valentines 
were made by machine. Handmade cards became 
very rare.  

Norcross, today known as Hallmark, began 
to manufacture Valentine Day cards in the early 
1900‘s.  Today, due to busy lifestyles and lack of 
time, we usually buy Valentine cards.    

 

Happy Valentine’s Day! 
 

http://www.essortment.com/all/valentinesday_rmhv.htm
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Hey, Kids!!    This is YOUR page in “The 

Olive Branch”, and will be included in each 

newsletter. 
 

Fishing for People  

 

Do you enjoy fishing? Have you ever caught 
a fish? Fishing is a great sport, and if you have ever 
been fishing and have caught a fish, you know that 
there is a great feeling of excitement when you 
catch a fish. One of the things that makes fishing 
such a great sport is that it doesn't matter if you are 
young or old or if you are a girl or a boy -- you can 
still be good at fishing. 

What does it take to be good at catching 
fish? First of all, you need to have the right 
equipment.  You can't just get piece of string, put a 
hook on it, and tie it on the end of a stick and 
expect to catch very many fish, can you?  No!  You 
will need a rod and reel.  The next thing you need 
to know is that you can't sit around talking with 
your friends about fishing or reading fishing 
magazines and expect to catch any fish.  You have 
to go where the fish are to catch fish.  Finally, if you 
want to be good at fishing, you must learn patience. 
Sometimes the fish just aren't biting.  

 
One day Jesus was walking along the 

seashore when he saw two brothers named Peter 
and Andrew. Jesus knew that they made their 
living by fishing, so he called out to them, "Follow 
me, and I will show you how to fish for people!"  
Do you know what they did?  They laid down their 
fishing nets and followed Jesus. 

Jesus wants you and me to fish for people 
too. That means that he wants us to tell others  

 
about what he has done for us and what he wants 
to do for them. What does it take to be a fisher of 
people? 

First, we need to have the right equipment. 
We need to know what the Bible teaches and learn 
how to share it with others. 

Next, we need to remember that we can't 
just sit around reading the Bible and talking about 
fishing for people and expect to bring them to Jesus. 
We have to go out where the people are and tell 
them about Jesus. 

Finally, we must learn patience. Everybody 
we tell about Jesus isn't going to believe. Some 
people just won't be interested, but we can't give 
up. We just have to keep telling people about Jesus, 
and let Jesus take care of the rest. If we will do these 
things, we can really become ―fishers of people‖ 
like Jesus wants us to be. If you think there is a 
great feeling of excitement in catching a fish, just 
imagine how exciting it must be to bring someone 
to Jesus! 
LET US PRAY:  Dear Jesus, help us to become 
fishers of people. Help us to tell others what you 
have done for us -- and what you want to do for 
them.  Amen. 
 

Jesus called out to them, "Come, be my 
disciples, and I will show you how to fish for 
people!"   Mark 1:17  
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- - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - -- - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - -  

“Puzzle Solution” from January’s Newsletter. 
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