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Reflections in June 2010 
 

In the movie, “Oh, God,” George Burns 
played the role of God, and John Denver played 
the role of a grocery store manager who was 
recruited “to spread the word.”  “I don’t even go to 
church,” said the manager.  “Neither do I,” replied 
God. 

In March 2009, the Trinity College in 
Hartford, Connecticut, published the results of 
their “American Religious Identification Survey.”  
The poll of 54,000 adults found a sharp decline in 
the number of those who claim a religious 
affiliation. 

On one hand, the number of people who 
called themselves Christian was 76%, down 10% 
from 1990.  On the other hand, the survey results 
had a positive result.  There are 22 million more 
who identified themselves as Christians than in 
1990.  Yet, about 14 million of the others polled 
listed their religious affiliation as “none,” eight 
percent more than in 1990. 

While I find these demographics startling, I 
view them as a call to be faithful.  Ours is first of all 
to respond to the call of Christ to himself.  It is not 
a call to believe anything or to do anything.  It is a 
call to be with him and to be faithful in that 
relationship.  This is what the Lord asks of us as 
individuals and as a community of faith.  Beliefs, 
actions, and behavior will flow out of that 
relationship. 

What others do in this regard is a matter 
between them and the Lord.  To choose to be in  

 
relationship with Christ does not make one better 
or worse than others.   It does not  make her or  
him smarter than others.  It simply reflects a choice.  
If there is an identity that comes out of this choice, 
it is to be called “his.” 

When we understand our identity as being 
“his,” our individual hearts and the heart of our 
community of faith will continue to grow in a 
renewing intimacy with God.   Being “his” also 
opens our hearts to new ways of relating to each 
other as well as a new intimacy with God. Being 
“his,” makes us one with him and one another 
through the power of his work of reconciliation. 

Our identity as “his” reflects an 
understanding that we are not just a group of 
disciples but a body of Christ, brought together 
and empowered by the spirit of God. 

I have a sense that we are growing more 
fully in our identity as “his.”   Let’s keep a steady 
course in that direction.  

Take care, 
Fred 

 
 

 
 

Ann and I have just returned from Helen’s 
college graduation and the event brought to mind 
how exciting, and sometimes how anxiety filled, 
times of transition can be.  As Helen received her 
diploma, I wistfully remembered episodes from 
throughout her life that brought us to this happy 
occasion.  I reflected with satisfaction on how she 
had grown, changed and matured.  I pondered 
how her life and ours will be different as she heads 
for a new and distant university.  I was excited,  
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sad, satisfied and nervous all at the same time.  But 
at the end of the day I was at peace, for I knew that 
she was well prepared for the future. 
 I suspect that many of us have similarly 
mixed emotions in this time of transition at Olive 
Branch.  After a very prayerful and deliberate 
search, our Pastor’s Search Committee was led to 
recommend we call Richard Cline as our pastor.  
We are grateful to Ann, Emily and Dee, confident 
that they have sought and sensed God’s direction, 
and excited at the prospect of Richard’s leadership. 
 His arrival, of necessity, means that Fred 
and Dana will be departing, at least for a while.  So 
it’s a good time to reflect upon how we have grown 
and matured under Fred’s guidance, and in 
particular how he has nurtured the role of the laity 
in the church.  We will take time to celebrate his 
friendship and his ministry. 
 Richard’s arrival also gives us an occasion 
to review how and why we worship and serve the 
way we do. His years of ministry with refugee 
resettlement, his pastorates in small congregations, 
and the emphasis he places on building personal 
relationships may prompt us to change some of the 
things we do. 
 Excited?  Nervous?  Sad?  Satisfied?  So am 
I.  But I’m also at peace, because I know that God 
has prepared us and Richard well for the future. 

Andy Bradshaw 
Board Chair 

 
 
 

 
 

 I would like to thank everyone who 
remembered me upon the death of a very special 
aunt; it was much appreciated.  

Donna Haulsee 
 
 

Dear Church Family, 
 Following the death of my Mother, we 
realized how much family and friends mean to us.  
Our family would like to thank you for your 
thoughts and prayers, food, visits and cards.  Your 
thoughtfulness was greatly appreciated. 

Danny and Elna Pitts 
 

 

 
 

 
FUTURE NEWSLETTERS 

 
Are you interested or willing to receive 
your newsletter via electronic 
means…E-MAIL? 
 
 Olive Branch is considering offering its 
members and friends the opportunity to receive 
their monthly newsletter by e-mail.   

For those who have their email addresses 
on file in the church office:   soon you will be 
receiving an e-mail notice about this and you may 
respond via return email, indicating your choice, or 
call the church office. 

For those who do not have their e-mail 
addresses currently on file:  you are encouraged to 
provide this information to the church office.  
When sending “bulk e-mail” to OBCC family and 
friends, I do my best to always use the “blind copy 
to” line for providing church information to the 
congregation.    (By using the “blind copy to” line, 
your e-mail address is not forwarded to other 
persons.) 

For those who do not have computers/e-
mail availability:  newsletters will continue to be 
sent by “regular mail” to your home. 

Please respond in a timely manner.  Thanks 
so much for your help. 

 
 
**NOTE:   Although this “ran” in 

last month’s newsletter, I have 
received only a FEW responses.  Have 
YOU decided which you prefer?   
Please let me hear from you SOON! 

 
Blessings….Pat D. 
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SERVING  IN  JUNE 
 

Elders 
 
June 6 Bob Key, Gail Key   
June 13 Michael Ayers, Doug Dill 
June 20 Norm Harbour, Missy Harbour 
June 27 Andy Bradshaw, Ann Bradshaw 
 

 
Deacons 

 
June 6 Bob Phillips, Dennis Williams 
 Linda Adkins, Morgan Rowe  
 
June 13 Linda Garrett, Mike Garrett 
 Debbie John, Marci Millican-Hubbard 
 
June 20 Nancy Griffith, Tonya Meadows 
 Norm Hall, Lucy Hall 
 
June 27 Edie Larkin, Elna Pitts 
 Donna Haulsee, Tracy Hutton 
   
 

Acolytes  
 
June 6  
8:30/11:00 Lauren Ries, Haley Sheppard 
 
June 13  
8:30/11:00 Brittney Kidd, Chris Powell 
 
June 20 
8:30/11:00 Ryan Matschke, Kayla Walker 
 
June 27 
8:30/11:00 Rebecca Pullen, Kylie Rutherford 
 
 

Deaconess 
 

Phyllis Taylor 

 

 
 
 

HOMEBOUND 
 

Tommy Hoar, Helen Archambault,  
Bessie Apperson, Audrey White 

 
OTHER CONCERNS 

 
Church Family:  David Waltrip, Richard Garrett, Judy Biggs, 
Murray and Paulette Moyce, Buddy “Skilly” Seal, Grace 
Hatfield, Shirley Harrison, Jimmy Anderson, Sharon Pullen, 
Lena Jeffries, Lucy Hall, Derrick Trexler, Dee Stockton, and 
Pastor Bill Howard. 
 
Family and Friends:  Brenda Walker, Jeffrey Johns, William 
Phares, Jr., Joe Basham, Joanne & Bob Snyder, Vera Johnson, 
Debra Lee Kirby, Bill Perkins, Eddie Radcliffe, Marilyn 
Shatswell, Irmgard Oliger, Richard Cochran, Jimmy Pitts,  
Dwayne Davis, Donna Yoder, Vivi Hazelwood, June Osburne, 
the family of Ann Sulzberger, Cecil & Sandy Lyons, Tim 
Davis, Carolyn Mason, Ellen Taub, Corey Hooker, Sandra 
Cowley, Dr. Mary Jo Hill, Rick Jackson, Betty Millican, 
Bernice Dutton, family of Julie Wright, Bill Reeder, Bob 
Sherman, Shirley Stewart, Leonard Blount, Dorothy Ashley, 
the families of Smurfit Stone Company in West Point, Jeffrey 
Johns’ daughter (Joelle), Alyce Gatling, Richard Parkes, Missy 
Kanode, Matthew Pursell, and the men & women in our 
Armed Forces. 
 
 NOTE:   Please review the names listed for our ‘Prayer 
Concerns’, and contact the church office if someone’s name is able to 
be removed from the list or if you would like someone’s name added. 

 

 
         

 MUSIC NOTES 
 

Now is the time to start thinking about 
doing a “musical special” during the summer.  The 
choir will finish the season the last Sunday in May.  
If you play an instrument or sing, please contact 
me (Bob Schmidt: 345-0292) as soon as possible!  I 
have been asking individuals to participate, so beat 
me to it and contact me first.  Thank you! 

Regards, 
Bob Schmidt 
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Christian Women’s Fellowship 
 

 The annual All Daughters Tea was held 
May 8th; this was a very special event.  Thanks to 
all who attended and I know you enjoyed  the day.  

Susan Dillard, a friend of Elaine Henk, 
provided us with home-made scones; thank you 
Susan, they were delicious.  Fresh fruit and cookies 
were an additional treat as we sipped our tea.  

Marney Brickhouse, Debbie Johns, Margie 
Hodson and Irma Gustafson showed their acting 
abilities with a skit,  enjoyed by all.  

Many thanks to Marney Brickhouse and her 
helpers for all the beautiful decorations.  Also 
congratulations to Marney for being crowned 
Daughter of God, she so deserves it for always 
being there for the CWF.  

Happy journey to those going to General 
Assembly and Quadrennial in June.   Bring us back 
lots of good information.  

Hope to see lots of ladies at our picnic at 
Kay Ainsworth’s home on June 7th at, 6:30 pm, with 
covered dish in hand.   Also plans are in the 
making for a dinner for the missionary who will be 
in our area on June 18th, information to follow. 

Donna Haulsee  
C W F President 

 
CWF LADIES… 
 

Thanks so much for the wonderful honor 
accorded me at the recent All Daughter's Tea.  I was 
truly surprised and most grateful.  I would like to 
say a special thanks to Vicki Anderson who put 
together a beautiful setting for the ceremony, Barb 
Schmidt who presented the crown and read the 
poem, Clay Harrison who is the poet laureate of 
OBCC; it was absolutely beautiful and I will 
treasure it always.  Thanks also to all of my CWF 
sisters who pitch in and help whenever asked and 
make what I do look so much better, but most of all 
you make me feel special each and every day.  
What more could anyone ask??? 

God Bless you all.   
Sincerely, 

   Marney Brickhouse 

 
 
BLESSING BOXES….We have a new 

supply of “Blessing Boxes” available in the 
narthex.  Put one where you can see it to remind 
you to thank God for our blessings - large and 
small - a sunny day or  much-needed rain, a birth, 
a phone call, relief from pain, a good book and 
many other things.  Just drop in a coin and say 
"Thank you, God". 

For those who participate, it is a spiritual 
discipline even more than a financial one.  It helps 
us to focus on gratitude to God, and also to 
remember to share blessings with others.  The 
boxes will be collected in the fall and all 
contributions will be sent to Disciples Missions. 

Barb Schmidt 
 

MARK YOUR CALENDARS…FOR 6/18! 
 Olive Branch CWF will host and introduce 
interntional guest, Juliana Tempararaja from East 
Timor.   More details later on display boards, e-
mails and bulletins. 
 
 

 
 

JUNE   BIRTHDAYS 
 

 1 Missy Harbour 
3 Carole Kerr 
 Angela Key 
6 Mason Jensen 
12 Allison Gonzalez 

  Tracie Heslink 
14 Jim Hunt 

  20 Leland Williams 
  25 Gabriele Wolverton 
  27 Judy Eley 
  28 Debbie Johns 
  30 Audrey White 
   Susan Kohlman 
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Look out!  
 

Monkeys, toucans, frogs, and all other 
sorts of fascinating creatures are on their way to 
OBCC! 

WHY? Because this year's Vacation Bible 
School theme is SONQUEST 
RAINFOREST. 

 
SAVE THE DATE:    July 26th-30th,  

   5:30 – 8:00 pm 
 

Follow Jesus on a Life-Changing 
Adventure!  VBS is intended for children 2 – 13.  
High School students are encouraged to serve as 
class assistants.  There will also be an adult class 
taught by Pastor Fred. 

Registration forms are included in this 
newsletter (also in the July newsletter), and are 
available in the church office.  Please register 
yourself, your child, grandchild, neighbor or 
friend EARLY so we can better prepare. 

If you would like to be involved with this 
year's VBS, please contact Christy Jensen, VBS 
Coordinator, at #259-0981, or scjensen10@cox.net. 

 
 

 
 

Update from the 
Program Planning Team Advocates 

 
Church World Service 

 
For more than 60 years congregations 

across the United States have been responding to 
Jesus’ call to be neighbors to those in need, in 
partnership with Church World Service.  At home 
and around the world our church family will be 
helping impoverished communities with basic 
needs to sustain themselves and their families.   
 The Tools and Blankets Program is a 
Church World Service special mission opportunity 
that involves all ages.  Some 8,000 congregations 
and groups across the United States hold Tools & 
Blankets events.   From something as simple as a 
blanket, amazing things can happen…with your 
help 
  Sunday, June 20th, is Father’s Day.   Olive 
Branch will honor all fathers by participating in the 
“TOOLS” part of this program. 
 If you would like to participate in this 
program, a “TOOL” may be purchased for $5.00 
each.  Fill out a form (bulletin insert or in the 
church office) “in honor of” or “in memory of” a 
special  person, and put it in offering plate or 
return it to the church office no later than Monday, 
June 14th.    

 Sheila Yeatts 
 PPT World Outreach Advocate 

 
 
 

“The Necessity of Evangelism” 
 

After the Resurrection, Jesus appeared to 
the Disciples in Jerusalem.  Luke 24:45-49 says:  
Then He opened their minds so they could 
understand the Scriptures.  He told them, "This is 
what is written: The Christ will suffer and rise from 
the dead on the third day, and repentance and 
forgiveness of sins will be preached in His name to 
all nations, beginning at Jerusalem.  You are my 
witnesses of these  things.  I am going to send you 
what my Father has promised (The Holy Spirit); 
but stay in the city until you have been clothed 
with power from on high."  

God wants the whole world to hear the 
Good News of Salvation.  Will we do our part in  
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Toano, Norge, Lightfoot, James City Co., 
Williamsburg---wherever we live, work, etc.?  Jesus 
said The Holy Spirit would give us understanding 
of the Word if we would study it, enabling us to 
share His love with others. 

Louise Smith 
Evangelism Advocate 

 
 

Looking at Mission Opportunities 
“Mission Suggestions” 

 
 Our area (Toano, Norge, Lightfoot and 
Williamsburg) offers a number of Mission 
Opportunities.  Some will be familiar because they 
are often reported on in our newspapers—i.e. 
RIDES, Faith in Action, Avalon, indigent nursing 
homes (such as Madison Retirement Home, 
Blayton House), Hospice, and FISH.  These rely 
almost totally on volunteers. 
 Olive Branch is already involved in some of 
these areas.  Among them is our connection with 
the Rood Bank, which is managed for us by Steve 
Perger.  Several local area churches, besides Olive 
Branch, donate canned and packaged food.  It is 
housed at St. Olaf’s Church because they have the 
space for it.  We are committed to Burnt Ordinary 
where Olive Branch provides a dinner meal once a  
month.  The food is prepared in our kitchen, 
transported to Burnt Ordinary and served to 
between 25 and 35 elderly and/or disabled 
residents.  It takes 4  to 6 people each turn to 
provide this service, which also includes a brief 
social time of sin-along and visiting/chatting with 
the residents.  Can we increase our involvement?  
Carolyn Hunt heads this endeavor (564-7410).  
Offer your help (about 2 ½ hours once a month!). 
 However, I want to suggest some areas not 
so well know, but who also depend/rely on 
volunteers in order to function.  Meals On Wheels – 
uses volunteer drivers to deliver the already 
prepared food.  The volunteer doesn’t fix the food, 
ONLY delivers it.  Their phone numbers is 757-229-
9250.  CASA stands for Colonial COURT 
APPOINTED SPECIAL ADVOCATES, who are 
trained adults who provide advocacy to abused 
and neglected children.  Sometimes going to court 
is involved.  Volunteers must be trained first.  Their 
number is 757-229-3306.  The Center for Excellence 
in Aging and Geriatric Health (757-220-4751) is 
headed by our Christy Jensen.  It is located at 3901 

Treyburn Drive, which is the large building on the 
right when you turn off Monticello Avenue 
towards Chambrel Retirement Center.  Sentara 
Williamsburg Hospital Auxiliary (757-984-7195) 
needs volunteers for everything from working in 
the gift shop to visiting patients.  The Virginia 
Regional Jail is located on Highway 143 between 
Williamsburg and Newport News.  Inmates are 
offered classes in everything from obtaining their 
GED’s to job training.  Our June Phillips volunteers 
there teaching Art History.  Her classes have 
grown from just a few to a roomful.  She speaks 
very highly of the pleasure she receives form doing 
this.  It began because of June’s membership in the 
Muscarelle Museum!  If tutoring, teaching or 
coaching interests you, please call me (229-0809) 
and I’ll tell you how to reach there. 
 There are so many places and people in our 
area that can exist only because volunteers make 
them successful.  Please call me about your 
interests or to give me suggestions. 
 AND…the ALZHEIMER’S WALK is 
November 6th.  Irma Gustafson is in charge this 
year. 

Keeta Hodson 
PPT Mission Advocate 

 
 

Help Needed! 
 

Often our members look for a handy man 
or tradesman to employ for home/business work 
they need done.  Recently I needed a curtain rod 
hung, one of those “job too small” things.    Would 
you be interested in signing up to do a “job too 
small” for others who can’t do this work 
themselves?  This is NOT expecting you to work 
for  charity.   You  would  be  paid  for  your  
work.   This is so OBCC has a listing of potential 
talented men and/or women who are interested in 
being employed, and willing to help others.   A 
sign-up sheet is posted in the Narthex for those 
interested.  Please include your name, phone 
number(s), and the “talent” in which you have 
experience. 

If you have any questions you may call me 
at 229-0809. 

Keeta Hodson 
 

**If we have enough people interested in 
participating, I may include this information in the next 
directory revision.   Pat D. 
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JUNE 13TH ... UPPER COUNTY PARK 

FOOD, FUN and FELLOWSHIP 
  

Join in the fun, fellowship and food at the 
annual OBCC picnic on Sunday, June 13th at the 
Upper County Park.  The fun and fellowship begin 
at 3:00 pm with food beginning at 5:00pm. 
  
FOOD:  Doug Dill's famous Bar-B-Q, as well as 
hot dogs and hamburgers will be provided, (and 
tea and lemonade).  Everyone attending is 
requested to bring a side dish and/or dessert to 
share. 
**Note:  If you wish to sit, you should bring a folding 
chair. 
  
FUN and FELLOWSHIP: 
 GRADUATES (high school and 
college) will be honored and recognized during the 
picnic.  We look forward to seeing all of you there. 
  All children are invited to participate in the 
CUPCAKE DECORATING CONTEST ... prizes 
will be given for the most creatively decorated 
cupcake, the most outlandishly decorated cupcake, 
and the prettiest cupcake.  Now, here's the thing ... 
the cupcake should arrive at the picnic already 
decorated and ready to show.  (Maybe Mom will  
bring along the remainder for dessert.) 
 All adults are invited to participate in the 
APPLE PIE CONTEST ... (yes, cobblers are okay to 
enter too).  The person with the winning entry will 
get ... haven't figured that out yet ... guess ya got to 
be there to find out. 
 The WILD SIDE YOUTH GROUP have 
challenged the adults to a base-ball game.  Further 
investigation has shown that it will be more along 
the lines of a WIFFLE BALL game and, 
understanding has it that the adults have accepted 
the challenge.  (Maybe some less athletically 
minded adults could bring some board games 
along.) 
 See you there! 

Judy Eley 
PPT Membership Advocate 

 

 
 
Notes from the Wild 
Side…! 
 
 We are gearing up for our Mission Trip to 
Pennsylvania in July.   

The challenge is still on if the adults want to 
see if they can take the youth in waffle ball at the 
annual picnic. 

Our Car Wash was successful, so if you 
need your car washed, just ask a youth group 
member, since they are experts now.  Thank you to 
our OBCC family who came out to support us. 

The kids are getting ready for school to 
finish.  Remember…if you are a “rising 6th-grader”, 
we meet every other Sunday after 11 o’clock 
church.   Our next date is June 6th. 
 

CHECK OUT OUR FACEBOOK SITE!! 
  

Abby Matschke and Courtney Holt 
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Food Sharing Program 
 

A big thank you to all who continue to 
support the OBCC Food Sharing Program.  The 
good news is that we are approaching the 5,000th 
individual item.  “At-a boy” Olive Branch! 

The less than good news is that our giving 
has dropped off in the recent months.  I encourage 
each of you to renew your commitment and 
monthly goal in support of this worthwhile 
program.  Remember the food that we provide goes 
to the needy in our community.   I would also ask 
you to help me get the “reminder word” out.  How, 
you ask?  When you gather your contribution and 
have it ready to bring to church, take an additional 
moment and call one of your Olive Branch friends 
and remind them to bring something, too.  Tell 
them that I asked you to do this.  

Thanks again for your support of this 
ministry. 

On the team, 
Steve 

 
 

 

 
 

 June 6 Yeatts & Matschke Families 
 June 13 Mike, Tracie & Michael Heslink 
 June 20 Bradshaw 
 June 27 Bob & June Phillips  

 
 NOTE:  The 2010 Flower Chart is posted on 
the Narthex Bulletin Board.  If you wish to donate 
flowers for the Sanctuary sign up by the 
appropriate week (PLEASE PRINT).  You are 
asked to bring your flowers and place them in front 
of the communion table by 8:00 a.m. on your 
Sunday. 

 
 

 
 

MONDAY, JUNE 14th  
 

STARS AND STRIPES FOREVER! 
 
 

I pledge allegiance to the Flag  
Of the United States of America, 
And to the Republic for which is stands, 
One Nation under God, indivisible, 
With liberty and justice for all. 

--The Pledge of Allegiance, 1892 
 

 
On Monday, June 14th, Americans will 

observe the birthday of the flag of the United 
States of America.  This special day provides a 
time for our Nation to reflect on our flag’s rich 
history and its meaning to Americans and people 
around the world.  This is a time to honor 
America, to celebrate our heritage in public 
gatherings and activities, and to recite publicly the 
Pledge of Allegiance to the Flag of the United 
States of America.  The Pledge was officially 
amended on June 14, 1954, to read “one nation 
under God”.  The Pledge of Allegiance has 
remained a time-honored salute to the American 
flag, one of our most cherished national symbols.   

 
It is the flag of all Americans! 
 

Let us accord it honor and loyalty! 
 

Show your love of our country…Fly our “Flag” on  
Monday, June 14th from sunup to sundown. 
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ANSWERS TO MAY’S CROSSWORD: 
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The Story of The Fruit of the Spirit  
(Galations 5:22-25) 
 
 Do you like fruit?  What is your favorite 
Fruit?  All fruit looks different, tastes different, 
feels different in your mouth (soft, crunchy, juicy, 
etc.)  The Bible talks about fruit, but it is a different 
kind of fruit…it’s called “the Fruit of the Spirit”.  
The Fruit of the Spirit is a little like real fruit 
because they are each special and different. 
 It’s really neat because when we ask Jesus 
to live in us, his Spirit stays with us and He will 
give us some of this special fruit.  As we grow and 
learn more about Jesus, the Spirit will give us more 
and more fruit and we become more Christ-like. 
 The Fruit of the Spirit is love, joy, peace, 
patience, kindness, goodness, faithfulness, 
gentleness, and self control.  All of these fruits are 
good to have and the Spirit wants to give them to 
us. 
 God wants us to try to be good and have 
the Fruit of the Spirit in us.  We can try to have all 
these fruits, but the Spirit will give us the kind of 
fruits he wants us to have.  It’s hard to do it on our 
own; we need the Spirit to help us with each of 
these fruits. 
 The easiest Fruit of the Spirit to understand 
is love.  Think of someone who loves you...no 
matter what.  You can make mistakes and it 
doesn’t matter, they still love you.  God loves us 
too, no matter what; he even loves us more than 
our parents!  He can help us to love others the way 
we should. 
 Joy is like being very, very happy; it’s being 
happy inside, even when things aren’t going great.  
We can try to be joyful, but only God can give us 
the kind of happiness that makes us joyful; we 
can’t just be joyful on our own. 
 When we think of peace, we usually think 
of no more fighting or war; but the peace of the 
Spirit is different.  This is the peace we get when 
we get to know God really well (by reading the 
Bible, praying, and asking questions.).  If  we have 
peace, we will feel calm inside and know that we 
confessed all our sins, and that God forgives us. 
 Have you ever been told to have patience?  
The patience God is talking about is for those little 
things like waiting to open gifts or being patient to 
go somewhere.  But it also means to be patient for 
answers to prayer that might take a long time to be 
answered. 

 Is it easy to be kind to someone who has 
been mean to us?  When God gives us the gift of 
kindness, it’s more than just being kind to others.  
He might help us be kind to someone who really 
needs it and we’re not even aware of it.  For 
example, you might feel like you should write a 
letter or call a grandparent.  God might be urging 
you to do that because they are having a bad day, 
and that’s exactly what they need to cheer them up.  
Sometimes your kindness to someone else is all 
they need to remember that someone special loves 
them. 
 Having the gift of goodness means God can 
depend on us to be honest, confess our sins, and 
turn away from bad things.  We also need to try to 
act this way towards others by our actions, so they 
can see the fruit in us.  The only true goodness we 
have is the goodness of God living in us. 
 Faithfulness is keeping our promises, being 
a loyal friend even when times get tough, being 
trustworthy and doing the things we said we  
would do. 
 The kind of gentleness God is talking about 
is like holding a brand new baby.  No matter what 
situation comes up, we are supposed to be gentle.  
That doesn’t mean we shouldn’t stick up for 
ourselves; if someone is doing something we know 
is wrong, we should still tell an adult or tell them 
to stop.  Just do it in a gentle way, like Jesus would 
do. 
 Self Control is a very important fruit; it 
means to be in control of what we say and do.  To 
be able to live the way God want us to do, we have 
to be in control of the things we do.  Sort of like 
when a brother or sister “bugs us” and we just 
want to hit them; we know that we have to control 
ourselves and not hit them.  We know we just can’t 
do whatever we feel like doing sometimes, because 
it is not right, and we’d be punished. 
 REMEMBER…That with all these gifts, we 
need help from God to be able to use the gifts in 
the right way.  We need to remember that God 
made us and he is perfect.  If we want the Fruits of 
the Spirit, we first need to ask God to live in us, 
and then the more we get to know him,, the more 
fruits or gifts he will help us to have. 
 
A VERSE TO LEARN:   "The Fruit of the Spirit is 
love, joy, peace, patience, kindness, goodness, 
faithfulness, gentleness and self-control.”  

Galatians 5:22 & 23 
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Check with Pat in the Church Office if you have 
lost or misplaced something.  We have several 
items, such as eye/reading glasses, bibles, jewelry, 
umbrella, etc. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Children are known by their actions.  
They are known by whether what they 
do is pure and right.  (Proverbs 20:11) 
 
 
 
 

 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
Your Headline - 14 pt. 
This text is 11 point Book Antigua, with the 
headlines 14 point, indented at paragraph, with a 
6-point space after paragraphs. 
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